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Abstract

This study investigates the use of adjectives and adverbs in
English and how they are taught. The subjects of the study were
forty secondary school students in Zawia (Libya) and it also
included thirty teachers who teach the secondary stage in this
town.The tools which were used in this study were a written test
for students and a questionnaire to teachers.The main results of
the study showed that the students omit verb "Be" because there
are not auxiliaries equivalent in their native language. They also
confused adjectives with adverbs because some adjectives end
in (ly) such as silly and weekly, and the adjectives and adverbs
which have the same form such as fast and hard. The key
recommendations were that the teachers have to grasp English
parts of speech in general and especially adjectives and adverbs
and it is also recommended that the authority of education
should give attention to the importance of in-service training
which makes teachers more qualified.



: ™ .S\ ! v v

Agaaty) Al 8 Cagylally claal) Jleiad duhy il 13 Jsly
il Al A (Dla an Auhall 38 8 ¢ siagin) (DUl | Lguyyw 448,
ol Guds (& Ll Ayl pne ) ALEYL Ll Al ddkie
Omnpdall Llguly (DAl Lol Lea Auhal) o283 Glewtin) ol (il ol
lele Juand ll gilil) aaf e . Aidaiall o3 8 A Bl Alspally ) gusyay ol
Jadll sidng aedl Lgiag sladl 3 (ysay Alajall oda & Ol (o & Caalll
AT Uad dlla L Ayl ARl 3 Jedll 138 agag a2e 8 Sl Cadly "Be
Gy Y Cagpllly il g Sudll B Glsea Gsealn DU O s
Cagylally laall XSy (Ly) s G 08 dglady) 4l 4 Gl
@b} JSL.MS\} C'_a‘..\jx.aﬂ 02 L_51:; &._Aﬂuj fast , hard d::\A dS.uJ\ u.us.\ L@J L_,’_"\S\
alaia¥) e apaall Giald) Can Gluagill ol ey laagll (any Call)
Slo el Jlae & Galysadl aagl SISy gl claall e <5l
b 5e 6y 5 leal) 305 8 530S Lpaal e Ld Ll aunyaall Aaliiig s alac)

Agpalasy) Gl



Table of Contents

DEedICAtION ...cvvveiiie e e I
ACKNOWIEAgMENT.......coiiiiiiee e I
Abstract (English) .......ccooeeiiiiiiii e, i
ADbstract (ArabiC) ......coovvieiiie e IV
Table of CONtENTS ......oveviie i \

Chapter One :Introduction

1.0 background of the study .........cccccoviiiieiiiii e, 1
1.1 Statement of the Problem............cccoiii 3
1.2 Research qUEeStioNS .........ccccccovvviiiiiee e, 4
1.3 Hypotheses of the Study ........cccccoevieiiiiiiiee e, 4
1.40bjectives of the Study ..o, 5
1.5 Significance of the Study ........c..ccoovveiiiicii e, 5
1.6 Methodology .....cceveeviiieeiiie e 6
1.7 Limits of the Study ..o, 6

Chapter Two : Literature Review
2.0 INtrodUCTION ...vveveiiiiiiiie e 7

2.1 Formation of AdJectiVes .......cccccevviiveiiiie e, 7



2.1.1 Base AJECTIVES .....cceeevviieeciiie e eciee e cee e 7

2.1.2 Derived AdJECLIVES .....cocvvveeiiieeiiiee e 8
2.1.3 Adjectives and NOUNS ........ccccceevviireiiiiec e, 9
2.1.4 Adjectives as Nominals ............ccocoveeviieeeiiiieecene, 10
2.1.5 Nominalizations ..........ccccceviveiviiiiie e, 12
2.1.5.1 Subject Object Interchange ............cccccveevivneennnee, 13
2.1.5.2 Agent Nominals..........ccccoevviveiiiie i 14
2.1.5.3 Object Deletion .........ccceeevviieiiiec e, 15
2.1.6 Nouns Functioning as Adjectives ...........ccccceevvnrnne. 15
2.1.7 Adjectives Functioning as Nouns .............cccceeeuneee. 17
2.1.8 Adjectives and Nouns as Modifiers ...........c.c......... 19

2.1.9 The Relation between Stative Nouns and

Stative AdJECTIVES ........coovvviiiieiccec e, 20
2.1.10 Adjectives and Verbs .........ccccevvvveeviiee v 21
2.1.11 Adjectives and PartiCiples .........cccceevviveeiiiineennnee, 22
2.1.12 Adjectives in ArabiC........cccceeeviiiee i, 23
2.1.12.1 The position of Adjectives in Arabic................. 23
2.2 Adverbs in English ..., 24

Vi



2.2.1 AAVEID TYPES .evvveeiiiie e 24

2.2.1.1 Adverbs of TIMe ...cccooovveiiiici e, 24
2.2.1.2 Adverbs of Place ........cccccoeeivieiiic e, 25
2.2.1.3 Adverbs of Manner .........ccccoevvvivieevine e, 25
2.2.1.4 Adverbs of Degree ........ccccoveeviieeeviiee e 26
2.2.1.5 Focusing AdVerbS .......ccccccoeveiiiiee e 26
2.2.1.6 Intensifying Adverbs .........cccccovvvveeviee e 26
2.2.1.7 View point AdVerbs ........ccoceevvieeeviee e 26
2.2.1.80thers ......cooeiiiie i 27
2.2.2 AdVerb position .........cccccceeiiee i, 27
2.2.2.1 Adverbposition (1) : Introduction ...........c........... 27
2.2.2.1.1 Adverb + verb + object..........cccoeiiiii 27
2.2.2.1.2 Front , mid and end position ..........c..c.cceveeennen. 27
2.2.2.1.3 What goeS WHErE .......eevviieeiiiiee e 27
2.2.2.2 Adverb position (2) : front position ..................... 28
2.2.2.2.1 Connecting adverbs. then, next... ........ccc.c....... 28

2.2.2.2.2 Connecting adverbs. Fortunately , surprisingly. 28

2.2.2.2.3 Indefinite frequency. usually , normally ........... 29

Vil



2.2.2.2.4 Certainly. maybe, perhaps .......cccceeveviveiinnnne, 29

2.2.2.2.5 Place .here, their ..., 29
2.2.2.2.6 Time. today , after wards, soon, everywhere..... 29
2.2.2.3 Adverb position (3) : end position ...................... 29
2.2.2.3.1 Adverbs of manner .........cccccooveiiiiiiiiiieen, 29
2.2.2.3.2 Adverbs of place, ..o 29
2.2.2.3.3 Adverbs of time and definite frequency............ 30
2.2.2.3.4 Manner , place , time ......ccccccoevvveeviine e 30
2.2.2.3.5 Adverbs of indefinite frequency .........ccccoeve.e. 30
2.2.2.4 Adverb position (4) mid position.............ccccevee.e. 30
2.2.2.4.1 Adverbs that usually go in mid position ........... 30
2.2.2.4.2 Adverbs of certainty ........c..ccccoveevviee e, 31
2.2.2.4.3 Adverbs of completeness ........ccccecveviveiiinenne, 31
2.2.2.4.4 Comment adverhs ........cccocoeeiieiiiiiie e 31
2.2.2.4.5 Focusing adverbs .........cccocevvieeiiiiee e, 32
2.2.2.4.6 Adverbs of manner .........cccoooiiiiiiin, 32
2.2.2.4.7 Adverbs with negative verbs ...........c.cccceevenne, 32
2.2.2.4.8 Adverbs with emphatic verbs .............cccceoven.e 32

viii



2.2.3 Adverbs in ArabiC ......coooevveeeee e 33

2.2.3.1 Adverb position in ArabiC .........cccccceevveeiiineennne, 33
2.3 Previous StUIES ......ccovveiiieieeiie e 34
2ASUMMANY oottt n e e e e 35
Chapter three
3.0 INtrodUCLION .....ooviviiiiiiii s 36
3.1 Subjects of the study ........ccoevvveviie e, 36
3. 1.1 STUABNES .. 36
3.1 2 TEACKEIS ... 36
3.2Instruments of Data collection ............c.cccocveviriiinnennn, 36
3.2.1 StUAENTS  TESE ..vveeieiiiieiee s 36
3.2.2 Teachers' QUESLIONNAINE ........ccovvvveeeeeiirrieeee e, 37
3.3 Textbook ANalysis ......cccccovvviiiiiii e, 37
3.4 Piloting the StUdy .......ccccceovieeiiiie e, 37
3.5 Validity and Reliability ............ccocoeviiiiiiiece, 38
3.5.1Validity ..ovevevevcrcr e 38
3.5.2 Reliability ....coveverircrcece e, 38
3.6 SUMMANY ..ovviieiieeiiciiee e 38



Chapter Four
4.0 Data Analysis and DISCUSSION .........cccceeeviivvreeiiineennn, 39
4.1 Analysis of the Results of the students’ Test ............. 39
4.2 Analysis of the Results of the Teachers' Questionnaire ...49
4.3 The presentation of adjectives and adverbs in
SECONdary Stage .....oovvee e e 54
A4 SUMMAIY ..ottt it e e e e e e e .69

Chapter Five

5.0 Summary of FINdiNgs ........ccocevviieeiiiiee e, 70
5.1 The students' Written test ..........cccooveiiieniniien e, 70
5.2 The teachers' QUEeStioNNAIre .........cccceeeeevvirvieeeeeiinnnnee, 71
5.3 CONCIUSIONS ...t 71
5.4 RecommENdations ........cccecvveiieeiiieiiie e sieesiee e 73
5.5 SUQQESLIONS ...ooeeiiiiiic e 74
9.6 SUMMANY ..evvviiieeiiicciiirie et 75
Bibliography ... 76
APPENAIXES.....ovvieiiiiic it 78
Appendix |- Students' Test ........coovveeviieeeiiiieccceee e, 79



Appendix II- Teachers' Questionnaire

Appendix IlI- A list of Adjectives and Adverbs in

the Course-booK .......cooveueeeeeeiiieann.

Xi



