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Abstract

Independence of the external auditor is considered to be one of
the essential pillars of the auditing profession. Therefore, this study
aims at demonstrating the significance of supporting safeguarding it.

The study problem stems from the existence of a number of
factors that might affect or cast shadows of doubt on this independence.
Hence, emphasis, of this study is placed on one of these factors, which
is manifested in the continuity of relation between the external auditor
and his client.

The study hypotheses include the following:

1. Independence and neutrality of external auditors are considered
to be the most important factors on which users of audited
financial reports rely .

2. Continuity of the external auditor to work with the same client
for a number of consecutive years may negatively affect and cast
shadow of doubt on his independence and neutrality.

3. Presence of some regulations and decisions organizing continuity
of the external auditor with his client contributes to confirming
and safeguarding the principle of independence and neutrality of
the external auditor.

4. Lack of the issue of local auditing standards , and failure to adopt
compulsory implementation of international auditing standards
and weakness of local professional organizations, have
contributed to casting shadow of doubt on the independence and
neutrality of the external auditor in Sudan.

The study is based on the deductive and inductive methods as
statistical tool for collecting and analyzing data that derived from the
primary and secondary sources. Further, the researcher has interviewed
sample population including some banks, auditors, auditing offices,
some academicians and some customers of the Stock Exchange Market.

The study consists of four chapters. Each chapter is divided into
two sections. The first chapter contains methodological and literature
review while the second section discusses importance and pillars of the
independence of the external auditor. While the second chapter contains
the definition and appointment of the auditor . The third chapter talks
the effect of the continuity of the external auditor with his client,



whereas the first section sheds light on factors assisting continuity of
external auditor with his client , the second section explores means of
supporting of the independence of the external auditor in continuity
with his client . The fourth chapter deals the field study by investigating
the study sample as the first section and test of the hypotheses and the
findings and recommendations as the second section.

The study has come out with a number of findings and

recommendations, the most important of which are the following:

1.

2.

Necessity of maintaining and supporting independence and
neutrality of external auditor.

Independence of external auditor and auditing professions are
influenced by several factors.

Lack of regulations and legislations organizing continuity of
the external auditor with his client with exception of the banks
and financial institutions in Sudan.

Necessity of keeping abreast with the new contemporary
professional problems and significance of confronting them.
Activation of the role of the professional organizations as well
as the integration of the government and the professional roles
to promote the auditing profession.



