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Abstract

“Kush - the jewel of Nubia" by professor Miriam Ma’a Ka- Re-Monges, is
the latest work written about the African Kushitic civilization in
1997.

In chapter one, the author discussed several views of the Scholars who are
concerned with the African civilizations and the origins of Nubia and its location
in Africa. Asante. an archeologist, declares that Nubia was located south of ancient
Egypt, firmly in Africa, and that in Nubia lay many components of the ancestral
beginnings of dynastic Egypt. This civilization is vitally important to the
reconstruction of African history. The author also discussed the views of ancient
Greeks and contemporaries of Nubians that Nubia was called “Ethiopia®. Ethiopia
not only preceded ancient Egypt in the course of civilization, hut actually donated
its own intellectual and material infracture to its Junior. Westerm scholars
associate Egypt, instinctively, with the Middle East or with East as general, and
disconnect it from the continent of Africa. But Ma’at Ka declares that Nubia
nurtured the legacy of kemetic ancestors and revived the greatness of Kemet
during the 25dynasty.

Nubia supported Kernet by virtue of it’s position as a trading center between
Kernet and other parts of Africa. Nubia not only guided Kernet during times of
political turmoil but also taught Kemet lessons in revitalization; Nubia was indeed
the “Mother of Kemet”

The Kingdom (Kush) is the name given to a period of Nubian history during
which there were two successive capitals, Napata and Meroe, There is a general
consensus that Kush extended from ec. 900 to ec. 350 B.C.E. Reisner, an
archeologist, hypothesized that the rulers of Kush were from Libya and that their
assumption of rule of Egypt, during the 25th dynasty was due to their kinship with
the Libyan pharaohs of the 22 dynasty , but most of the scholars think that
Reisner’s hypothesis of the Libyan origins for Kushite kingdom is untenable and
that the Kushitc Kingdom was rolled by indigenous people in the same area.

Scholars have not been in complete agreement on the boundaries of Nubia. but
Adams (1981) extends those northern boundaries into north western modern - day
Ethiopia, and there is considerable confusion concerning the location of

Nubia; however, no one mn modern times had determined them to the
satisfaction of all.
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In part two as the author has observed, that current writings perpetuate the failure
to place the African Kingdom of Kush in Africa, Michael Batwineck attempts to
place Nubia by characterization it as “neither Egyptian nor African”. Also Ma’at
Ka discussed the hypothesis of archeologist Graham Connah that credited Nubia
as being the first in so- called tropical Africa to form cities and states in spite of a
so - called extreme environment. Connah also, separates Egypt and Nubia into
developed and underdeveloped worlds; this is a common practice among
Europeans between Africa and western countries.

Cheikh Anta Diop, who is specialized in Africology, criticized Connah when he
views the sahara as barrier, that there is evidence of various animal and plant life
left by former residents of the Sahara; certainly, no more a barrier than the
Mediterranean sea. Also in this chapter, craniologist Elliot Smith’s, opinion of
alleged “Negro blood “is evident in his statement that the smallest infusion Negro-
blood immediately manifests itself in a dulling of imitative.

Smith (1911) did face challenges to his hypotheses, aouther challenges to his
hypotheses and an other challenge which smith and others have not faced; is the
testimony of ancient Egyptians themselves. Herman Junker an archeologist. wrote
an article in the journal of Egyptian Archeoiogy in 1920 views that Africa has
been equally shared by the so called “Negros” and the so- called “Hamites”, but he
does not define what constitutes a hamite but Bruce trigger, and archeologist,
writes defining that the Hamites were “pictured as being tall, light skinned
pastoralists who were better armed as well as quicker — witted than the
agricultural Nagroes”.

As a conclusion, Eurocentric scholars have been incapable of writing a holistic
history of the Kushites because they have negatively valorized all Africans outside
of ancient Egypt. The cultural commonalities have been explicated logically and
scientifically by Sheikh Anta Diop in his African Origin of Civilization (1994-
1995) and further elaborated upon in civilization or Barbarism (1991). Thus Diop
have given us a set of criteria through which we can analyze the African culture.
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