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The Abstract

The presence of the Arabic Language in Somali area-Horn of Africa- was
prolonged to preislamic era, and it has active role in Somali society since

that time until now.

After the coming of Islamic religion, the horn of Africa was welcomed the
first migration from Mecca on the 5™ year of the prophetting, and the Islam
propagated in the Somali area, and The migrants continued to come to this
area, and they settled and melted in to the local people; which empowered
the role of the Arabic language in Somali society, and developed to become
the language of elites, and administration, education, navigating, etc. and

also bilingualism in some areas.

The colonial came at Somali area on 19" century, and adopted a policy for
reducing the role of Arabic by many means. The Somalis tried and

endeavored to oppose the colonial strategy toward Arabic language.

This study has declared the linguistic similarity between Somali language
and Arabic Language in phonetical and phonological, lexical, morphological,
and syntactical aspects. There are two factors for that similarity: the same
origins of the two languages, both of them are Afroasiatic languages, and the

contact between the two languages in many centuries.

In phonetical and phonological level the Somali language borrowed sounds
from Arabic phonetic system; in lexical level has borrowed words in
different semantic fields, most of them are in religious field. In
morphological and syntactical levels, the Somali language has borrowed

some linguistic rules from Arabic language.

The end
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