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Abstract

This research aims to illustrate the law in

general and the English law in particular through

the book "Understanding the law" by Geoffrey
Rivlin

The book describes how laws are made, how
cases are tried, development of common law, the
.constitution, legal profession and courts

This research contains three chapters
focusing on English criminal law. The first one is
concerned with punishment through the ages and
how savage and inhumane it was. It is the story of
three types of punishment: capital punishment
(death penalty), loss of liberty (imprisonment and
transportation) and corporal punishment (physical
violence such as floggings, the pillory and the
.(ducking stool

The second chapter is about the criminal trials

today, which include the types of courts, the stage

of a criminal trial in details and the case of
.televised trials

The last chapter is punishment today; it

tackles the purposes of sentencing, types of

punishment, parenting order, fine and
.compensation and mentally disordered offenders
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