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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the use of Arabic language in English reading
comprehension. It explores possible reasons for the use of L1 while learning FL. It
also surveys teachers’ and students’ views on the use of L1 in the classroom. To
achieve the set objectives, the study employed the experimental research method
where the researcher used Arabic in the experimental group to help explaining
things when they were not clear; to quickly clarify new vocabulary or phrases,
while Arabic was not used at all in the control group. Furthermore, questionnaires,
and class observations were used to address the research questions and
objectives.60 pupils from AlShaheed Mahieldien Secondary School participated in
the study experiment, 100 teachers and 250 pupils completed questionnaires, and 7
EFL classes were observed by the researcher. The study found out that the use of
Arabic language facilitated EFL reading comprehension. It is also found that
teachers use Arabic language for other purposes though their uses of Arabic within
English classes ranged from “rarely” to “always” in the questionnaire. Moreover,
both teachers and pupils demonstrated positive attitude towards the use of L1 within
English classes. Finally, based on the findings, the study recommends a limited use

of L1 in: explaining vocabularies, grammar, and concepts when necessary.
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Abstract

(Arabic Version)

Ay dl) Galitiia

i A a1 AN 8 50 N i) G 58 8 A pall ARl aladid Cany 1) sl 638 Caags
O 3L 5 2Dl o1 La) Al all cle a1 Al alat oL Lgaladin (505 28 31 laws)
ol anl) A Hall Caeadiind Al jall Calaal Baatl 4 0asV1 AR Juad J2la oY) Aall alasiul
Jandl ol o jiall Gany 7 5ad @lld s 4y jaill de ganall &40 ) A3l aladialy aald) A6 Cun

<l ol EO aladinl a3 @l ) Caal ddailiall de ganall 840 jal) Aol andig ol @lld ) daladluie
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A 3alatY) Al Aassl g agaay 535 o3 () agil 1t e Juanl) ) 5858 38 4y ety Aall g £y el
G2 O ae s AW ARl Jaad b A pall Gl () sendiin 33 O Al all il o jLal 08 g Jaka
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vii



Abbreviations

EFL English as Foreign Language
FL Foreign Language

L1 First Language

L2 Second Language

MT Mother Tongue

NILECourse New Integrated Longman English Course Sudan

PS Pilot Study

PQ Pupils' Questionnaire

SLA Second language Acquisition

SPINE Sudan Practical Integrated National English Series
SPSS Statistical Package for Social Science

TG Target Language

TQ Teachers' Questionnaire
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