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Abstract

The analysis of poverty phenomenon has been given great
consideration since the early 1990s especially in the developing countries
in consequences of the implementation of economic adjustment in many
of them. Therefore, the poor burden of reduction in government
expenditure implied by the above mentioned programs. For that reason,
strategies that aim at safeguarding or protecting the poor via Social
Welfare Institutions have be reexamined or reassessed.

The present study is primarily concerned with poverty alleviation in
Sudan particularly at River Nile state through assessing and testing the
impact of Social Welfare Programs on alleviating poverty. And the study
aimed to determine the size of poverty problem in Sudan in general and
estimate its line, indicators and analyze its trends at River Nile State in
particular. Furthermore, to know to what extent, the Social Welfare
Institutions have succeeded in alleviating poverty, improving the
standards of living and discussing the policies that should be
implemented by social security institutions to alleviate or relieve poverty.

The study hypothesized that the contributions, which have been
made by the social welfare institutions towards alleviating poverty , do
not commensurate with the requirement of socio-economic development,
there is statistically significant relationship between the programs
implemented by Social Welfare Institutions and poverty alleviation ,
Health Insurance Centers, as social welfare-affiliated institutions , have
been playing major role in alleviating poverty at River Nile State, NGOs
have not made effective contributions towards poverty alleviation, there
is statistical significant correlative relationship between the increase in
the employment opportunities and poverty alleviation.

With regard to the methods, the study used case study, statistical
and historical methods to discuss and analyze the data and results.

The study reached the following findings:

The role that is played by the Social Welfare Institutions in
alleviating poverty is weak due to a few projects compared to the number
of the poor, the projects , which granted by the Social Welfare
Institutions, succeeded in relieving poverty, Health insurance centers
have contributed towards reducing the cost of medical treatment, the
matter which reflected positively in alleviating poverty. NGOs have not
played active role in alleviating poverty, increasing the employment
opportunities assisted in alleviating poverty at River Nile state, the
poverty line was 1247SDG per month for a family that consists of 6.5
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members, the values of poverty indicators , when income is used as well-
being measure, were greater than its values when spending is used as a
measure of well-being, the Gini coefficient were 0.67 and 0.70 regarding
the beneficiaries of the programs and non-beneficiaries , respectively.
Finally, the study made general and private recommendations as follows:
poverty fighting issue should be given high priority along with the
national objectives such as increasing the rate of economic growth,
decreasing the rate of unemployment, increasing the exports , efforts
should be focused on human development, great attentions should be paid
to the training and education in order to create skilled labor class, local
and international investors should be enabled to invest in human capital
that is considered as a key force for future development, the impact of
government policies and aids on the poor should be studied by using the
data of integrated and multi-themes surveys that concerned with the
household in terms of consumption , housing , health, fertility ,
employment and access to public services , policies and procedures
should be set to increase the effectiveness of supporting the small
enterprises and basic infrastructure of local communities , literacy should
be fought and low-income families should be provided with food
subsides and social services.

Private recommendations: social security institutions should be
provided with financial resources in order to perform the tasks that are
assigned to them, there are needs for greater coordination between social
security institutions, social security institutions should made great efforts
to cover all rural and urban areas, surveys that concern with the poor, at
River Nile state, should be conducted so as to pave the way for
facilitating the procedures for supporting poor families. Also the study
recommended that some future studies, which concern with this vital
subject, should be conducted.
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