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Abstract

This study was carried out to assess the prevalence of pulmonary
TB among suspected symptomatic cases (over 15 years old) at the Red
Sea State. The study was conducted during (March - June 2004).

A total of 200 suspected symptomatic cases were selected
randomly. Three consecutive samples of (sputum) were collected from
each patient, and stained by Ziehl — Neelsen (ZN) stain method, and then
examined for Acid Fast bacilli (AFB).

The study showed that the infection rate of pulmonary TB was
21% among the studied groups .

The study also showed that mucoid and bloody sputum types gave
better result in diagnosis of pulmonary TB using ZN- method.

Males were found to be more affected than females. The study
showed that sex plays no significance role in acquiring pulmonary TB.
The most commonly affected age groups were (15 — 25) years and (25 —
35) years. Statistically age was found to play insignificant role in
acquiring pulmonary TB. The infection rate among Beni Amir 21%,
Hadendoua 17, Refugees 33% .

The study also showed that tribe has significant role in acquiring
pulmonary TB.

According to occupation the study found that labours, housewives
and students were the most affected groups as follow: labours 29% ,
house wife 12.5%, students 24% . Statistically occupation was found to
have significant role in acquiring pulmonary TB.

The study also explained how contact played an important role in
acquiring pulmonary TB, for instance the study showed that in every 5

positive contact there was at least 2 new positive cases of P. TB.



Statistically contact has significant role in acquiring pulmonary
TB.

The study also showed that an vaccinated cases were less affected
than non vaccinated cases. The infection rate among vaccinated cases
5.6% while an vaccinated cases were 19.3%. Among 42 positive cases of
pulmonary TB, 33 cases were urban, while 9 cases were rural residence.

The study also showed that residence (urban - rural) plays an

important role in acquiring pulmonary TB.
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