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Abstract

This study conducted in Enhod locality in North Kordofan State,
Sudan. The soil in the Northern part is described as sandy while loamy at
South-east part. The study covered millet, Sorghum, hibiscus species,
watermelon, sesame, and groundnut. However, groundnut was carefully
studied as cash crop, the main objective is to assess and calculate the

economical effect of groundnuts on farmer's income in Enhod locality for
ii



period from 1999-2008. While other secondary objectives are; to evaluate
the effect of crop on human life and animal feed, to evaluate employment
opportunities for annual laborers, to study socioeconomic characteristics
of groundnut producers and to identify the effect of crop price on the
groundnut cultivated area and finally to identify the constraints of
groundnut production. To fulfill the study objectives, the primary data
was collected through field survey by selecting ten villages, and ten
respondents from each village. The personal interview method was
adopted by using a questionnaire designed to glean information to satisfy
the set objectives. The secondary data was collected from present studies,
Books, reports, related administrations in Enhod, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry and Bank of Sudan statistics department.
Budgeting was used for analyzing feddan net returns and ultimately net
returns from groundnut cultivation and coefficient of profitability also
used to calculate groundnut profitability. Break-even was used to measure
the price and productivity and ultimately the farmer's gain.

The descriptive statistics and tabulation were used to analyze
socioeconomic characteristics of groundnut producers and regression
analysis also used to estimate the relationship between groundnuts
cultivated area and its price which gave significance only in the year
2008. Both the relationship between groundnut production and cultivated
area, and the relationship between groundnut production and its price and
cultivated area gave high significance.

It is found that in period 2004-2008 the groundnut cultivation was
profitable and also increased farmer's assets and provided employment
for manual laborers. Moreover the crop returns participated in education
and health care services and other family expenses.

It is evident that the groundnut production constraints were

shortage and uneven distribution of rainfall, unavailability of credit and
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extension services, pests' infestation. Moreover the problem of drinking
water, especially during sowing and harvesting period. The study
recommended that the groundnut producers should be provided with
credit and crop services such as improved varieties, training, and access
to extension services and chemicals for pest's control.

It is also suggested that, the animal driven ploughs can assist
farmers in south-east area with loamy soil in both cultivation and
harvesting operations and provision of water in groundnut producing
areas is very important. Moreover intercropping system is suggested to be
introduced in groundnut cultivation with others cash crops or sorghum

and marketing the crop after manufacturing to other products.
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