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A Historical and Global Study of Mosque Architecture Criteria
with Emphasis on Greater Khartoum Mosques
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Abstract
Mosques are Allah's worship houses on earth. Architects have been interested in
them and their details, elements and patterns since ancient times .They have become
with a clear-cut character and feature. They have been very distinctive in terms of
their horizontal shapes, facades, masses and details according to their different
spirits and different styles. The Research focuses on the rcriteria of designing and
implementing mosques and authenticates them so that they maintains their character
and shape and fully stick to them.
The Researcher focused on shedding light on some mosques of international and
local elements, components and patterns of a different architectural character and the
standard they reached along with referring back to what the first mosques were in
Islam as a reference point and patterns of those mosques, as the reference to them
preserves their forms, standards and design foundations by focusing on the mosques
of Khartoum (the Greater Capital) and compare the foundations of the criteria used
in our local model, then arrive at standards that outline for us the foundations of
designing mosques so that it becomes a standard and guide for application to
mosques and so that they perform their desired religious, social, educational and
spiritual function. This shall be achieved by studying the activities then rating the
spaces and distributing them next to each other to perform a function, then study of
shapes, internal and external elements and placing them in their places so that they
shape (the Mosque-islamic), whether this form a traditional one or one of the devised
forms (keeping pace with the archeticturlal development and modern archeticture).
The Research aims to figure out the criteria for the correct design and
implementation of mosques towards the access to preserve their Islamic architectural
features, which was shown by the details of the study. The Research adopted a n
analytical approach by studying some mosques since the era of the , the Prophet
Mosque and the Agsa Mosque and the later ones passing and grading over the first
Islamic eras mosques, and even the modern mosques nowadays, as well as
identifying the details of their elements and patterns.
The Research reached main results. The Researcher analyzed and discussed them
through samples from the major mosques of Khartoum, which were manifested by
originalizing for them and giving them the shape of their mosque character by
adding the elements and patterns that were detailed and concluded by the Research .
Then the most important recommendations that came out of the Research, such as
attention to old mosques with their unique structure, pattern and style, and to retain
all their unique patterns, elements, features, as well as taking care and maintaining
the designed and implemented mosques character in the future with all details and
criteria mentioned by the research which in turn help in the design and
implementation of mosques that fulfill the function and preserve the spirit and form
of those models of mosque architecture.
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