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Exordium
Quranic Verse:

Allah the Almighty Says:

(Recite in the name of your Lord Who created, (1) Created man
from a clinging substance. (2) Recite: And thy Lord is the Most
Generous, (3)who has taught [man] the use of the pen (4) taught
the human what he did not know).

Surah: Al-Alaq verse No:(1-5)
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Chosroes I “the Great” Arshakuni, King of Armenia, who ruled from 197 to
238 AD, the father of Tiridates II of Armenia.

Manichaeism

Tiridates II of Armenia married Soshandukht, from the Empire of the Kushans,
in northwestern India, which was a stronghold of the Manichaeism, a religion
that would feature prominently in the Eastern bloodlines, and which would,
through their intermarriage with the West, go on to influence the Holy Grail.
Manichaeism was founded by an individual named Mani, born near Baghdad
in 214 AD, to a family related to the Persian royal house.

According to the Fihrist of Ibn al-Nadim, Mani was brought up within
the sect of the Elkasites, a Christian baptismal sect with Gnostic tendencies,
resembling that of the Essenes, known as the Mughtasilah, that is, “those who
wash”, or “baptize”, “themselves”. The Mughtasilah may have been related to
the Mandaeans. The Mughtasilah, like the Mandaeans, wore white and performed
baptisms. Mandaeans do not recognize Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad, but
acknowledge instead John the Baptist, whom they revere as one of their greatest
teachers. Scholars believe they originated in a Jewish-Gnostic group from Jordan,
who emigrated to Babylonia in the first or second century AD, and among those
still in Iraq, are Gnostic books preserved dating from seventh or eighth century
AD. They dwelled in east Judea and northern Mesopotamia, from where the
Mandaeans migrated to southern Mesopotamia, according to their legends.

However, Mani protested against his upbringing, and around 240
AD, he began to propagate his own teachings, and became renowned for his
spiritual healing and exorcisms. His followers proclaimed him “the new Jesus”
and even credited him with a virgin birth. Mani regarded Zoroaster, Buddha,
and Jesus as his forerunners and declared that he, like them, had received
essentially the same enlightenment from the same source. His teachings were
a fusion of Gnosticism, with aspects of Zoroastrian and Mithraic traditions,
purporting that the creator god was evil.

According to the Kephalaia, Mani spent many years in attendance of
Shapur, the Emperor of the Sassanid Empire, and many years preaching in Persia,
Parthia and Adiabene.® Shapur I was the second ruler of the Sassanian Empire
of Persian, established by his father, Ardashir, which replaced the Parthians.
Ardashir, the father of Shapur, was a descendant Antiochus I of Commagene. He
married Ziyanak Arshakuni, a descendant of Monobazes of Adiabene, through
her father, Artabanus IV Arshakuni, King of Media, the brother of Chosroes
I “the Great” of Armenia. Under the leadership of Ardashir I, the Sassanids
created an empire that was constantly changing in size as it reacted to Rome, to
Byzantium to the west, and to the Kushans of Afghanistan to the east. At the
time of Shapur I, in the last half of the third century AD, the empire stretched
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from Georgia in the north, to Oman in Arabia in the south, to the Indus river in
the east, and to the upper Tigris and Euphrates river valleys in the west.

According to Alexander of Lycopolis, who wrote in the fourth
century AD, Mani, as a member of court of Shapur I, accompanied him on
his campaigns.” Mani made excursions into the Kushan Empire, in what is
today Pakistan and northwestern India, when Shapur I extended his authority
eastwards into the region, where the previously autonomous Kushans were
obliged to accept his suzerainty. The Kushan Empire, which stretched from
Tajikistan to the Caspian Sea to Afghanistan, and down into the Ganges river
valley, became a stronghold of Mani’s religion, and a base for missionary
expeditions into Central Asia.

Manichaeism spread with rapidly throughout both the east and west.
By 354 AD, Hilary of Poitiers wrote that the Manichaean faith had a significant
following in southern France. Its most famous adherent was St. Augustine, who
was a Manichean before his conversion to Christianity. The Manichaean faith
was also widely persecuted. The faith maintained a sporadic and intermittent
existence in west Mesopotamia, Africa, Spain, France, North Italy, the Balkans
for a thousand years, and flourished for a time in the land of its birth, Persia.
In 1000 AD, the Arab historian Al-Biruni wrote: “The majority of the Eastern
Turks, the inhabitants of China and Tibet, and a number in India belong to the
religion of Mani”."

When Shapur I died, sometime between 270 and 273 AD, and was
succeeded by his son Hormizd, Mani received from him the same permission
to teach that Shapur had granted him. But after only a year in power, Hormizd
died, and was in turn succeeded by another of Shapur’s sons, Bahram. Soon
after his accession, Bahram caused Mani to be crucified, had the corpse flayed,

his skin stuffed, and hung up at the city gate."

The Paulicians

Manicheanism was the source of an important Gnostic heresy in Armenia,
called Paulicianism, whose eventual spread into Europe signaled the birth
of the Illuminati conspiracy in that part of the world. This cult penetrated
first into the Balkans, to influence the aristocratic families of Eastern Europe.
These families derived their origin from the enigmatic Khazars, that Turkic
peoples of southern Russia, descendants of the Scythians, who converted to
Judaism in the eighth century AD. They were thus an important link in the
transference of the inheritance of the so-called Lost Tribes, and the Armenian
influence, to Western Europe.

During the important era of the Crusades, it was their intermarriage
with their counterparts among the Saxons, and another important faction of
the Mithraic bloodline, whose primary representative was Charlemagne, that



they transmitted Paulician influence to southern France. As Catharism, this
creed would become the secret Gnostic doctrine of that family, identified
collectively by the symbolism of the Holy Grail, or known as the Order of the
Rose, and being the hidden power behind the vairous pernicious organizations,
beginning with the Knights Templar, leading to the Rosicrucians, Freemasons,
and finally the Illuminati.

The earliest accounts of the introduction of Christianity into Armenia
date from the first century AD, when it was first preached by two Apostles of
Jesus, St. Bartholomew and St. Thaddeus.'? The Armenian Apostolic Church,
sometimes incorrectly called the Armenian Orthodox Church, has been around
since the days of the apostles and therefore makes the claim of being one of the
oldest denominations in Christianity. Armenia was the first country to adopt
Christianity as its State religion, in 301 AD, when St. Gregory the Illuminator
converted Tiridates III “the Great”, King of Armenia, the grandson of Tiridates
II, and members of his court.

According to a Manichean Sogdian text, a younger contemporary of
Mani, brought Manichean beliefs to Armenia.'* There, where there was already
a significant Christian community, in the second half of the third century AD,
Manichaeism influenced the formation of the sect of the Paulicians. The
sect emerged under the dynasty of the Mamikonians, a noble family which
dominated Armenia, between the fourth and eighth centuries, whose heraldic
symbol was the double-headed eagle.

The dynasty was incepted when Narses Souren I “the Great” Pahlayv,
a direct descendant of Tiridates II, married Sandoukht, the daughter of Vardan
I."*  According to Moses of Khorene, an Armenian historian of the fifth
century AD, the tale of the Mamikonians’ origin begins with a rebellion of
two Chinese brothers, who were princes, against the Chinese emperor in the
early part of the third century AD. The brothers, Mamik and Konak, fought
against the Chinese emperor but lost. They fled to the land of the Kushans,
then under the influence of Manichaeism, and sought the refuge of the Persian
king, which would have been Shapur. The Chinese emperor demanded the
rebels be returned to China, or Persia would face war with the Chinese. The
Persian king, not wanting to kill the brothers, but also wanting to avoid conflict
with the Chinese, instead sent them west to Armenia, resulting in peace again
between China and Persia."

The name “Paulicians” was derived from their respect for the Paul of Tarsus,
whose Letters they honoured, in addition to the Gospel of Luke, though otherwise
rejecting the Old Testament and the Letters of St. Peter. In the ninth century AD,
Photius related that it was a certain Manichee woman, named Kallinike, who sent
her two sons Paul and John to Armenia, to propagate this heresy."

The founder of the sect was Constantine-Silvanus, who hailed from
Mananalis, a dualistic community near Samosata, the capitol of Cilicia. They
Paulicians believed in a distinction between the God who made and governs the
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material world, and the “God of heaven” who created souls, who alone should
be worshipped, in other words, Lucifer. Therefore, like all Gnostic sects before
them, they thought all matter to be corrupt. For the Paulicians, Christ was an
angel sent into the world by their “God”. Jesus’ real mother was not the Virgin
Mary, but the heavenly Jerusalem. This idea is derived from the Kabbalah,
where the “Shekhina”, or “beloved” in the Song of Solomon, is equated with the
“congregation of Israel”. Jesus’ work, they claimed, consisted only in his teaching
that to believe in him saves men from judgment. Their enemies, therefore,
accused them constantly of gross immorality, even at their prayer-meetings.

The Khazars

Adherents of the Paulician sect fled, with the Armenian Paul at their lead, to
Episparis, in the Armenian district Phanaroea, the best part of Pontus, according
to Strabo.'” Pontus was a name applied, in ancient times, to the extensive
region in the northeast of Asia Minor, now Turkey, the greater part of which
lay within the immense region of Cappadocia, which in early ages extended
from the borders of Cilicia to the Black Sea. But some of the Paulicians,
it would seem, found their way to the land of the Khazars, who were then
warring against the Arabs in the same region.

The Khazars were sometimes credited with Armenian origin. This is
stated by the seventh-century Armenian bishop and historian Sebeos, and the
fourteenth century Arab geographer Dimashqi."® The Cambridge Document,
discovered by Solomon Schechter in the late nineteenth century, and also known
as the Schechter Letter, the Schechter Text, and the Letter of an Anonymous
Khazar Jew, discusses how Jewish men fled either through or from Armenia
into the Khazar kingdom in ancient times, escaping from “the yoke of the
idol-worshippers”. This instance would refer to the persecution metted out in
Armenia against the Paulicians.

Like the Armenians, the Khazars were identified with Gog and
Magog. They were regarded as descendants of Japheth, Noah’s third son, and
connected with the Torgom-Togarmah and Ashkenaz of the Old Testament."
The “Ashkuza” of the Akkadians have also been linked to a branch of the
Turks, and related to the Huns, called Oghuz, to which the Khazars belonged.*
The Khazars were descendants of the Scythians, and the word “Ashkenaz” is
thought to have originally applied to the Scythians (Ishkuz), who were called
Ashkuza in Assyrian inscriptions. Lake Ascanius and the region Ascania in
Anatolia derive their names from this group.?!

Therefore, it has been claimed that the Khazars derived from both
the Edomites and the so-called “Lost Tribes”. Like their Edomite ancestors,
the Khazars were also red-headed, and came to be known as “Red Jews”. As
outlined by Raphael and Jennifer Patai, in The Myth of the Jewish Race:



...one should remember that the Khazars were described by several
contemporary authors as having a pale complexion, blue eyes, and reddish
hair. Red, as distinguished from blond, hair is found in a certain percentage of
East European Jews, and this, as well as the more generalized light coloring,
could be a heritage of the medieval Khazar infusion.?

In particular, the Khazars were said to descend from the Tribe of
Simeon, who had been assimilated into the Edomites. According to Eldad
ha-Dani, a Jewish traveller of the ninth century, the Khazars were remnants of
Simeon and Manasseh. The tribe of Zebulon, on the other hand, he explained,
occupies the land extending from the province of Armenia to the River
Euphrates. Likewise, one version of the Letter of King Joseph, also known as
the Khazar Correspondence, reported that the Khazars had a tradition that they
were descended from the Tribe of Simeon. The Cochin Scroll also maintains
that the Khazars were descended from Simeon and Menasseh.

According to the Schechter Letter, after the Jews from Armenia and
Persia had eventually assimilated almost totally with the nomadic Khazars,
a strong war-leader arose, named Bulan, who succeeded in having himself
named ruler of the Khazars. Sabriel, who happened to be remotely descended
from the early Jewish settlers, and his wife Serakh, convinced him to adopt
Judaism, in which his people followed him.*

Arthur Koestler, in The Thirteenth Tribe, popularized the theory that
the majority of European Ashkenazi Jews are in fact not descended from the
ancient inhabitants of Israel, but from Khazarian converts to Judaism. The
term “Ashkenaz” describes a relatively compact area of Jewish settlement in
northwestern Europe, including northeastern France and northern Germany, where
Jewish settlement is documented dating back to at least the sixth century AD. The
traditional explanation of East European Jewish origins was that most Ashkenazi
Jews reached Poland and Russia from Germany, and Germany from France.

Modern genetic studies, however, have proven Koestler’s theory
incorrect. Studies of mitochondrial DNA have demonstrated that Ashkenazi
Jewish communities in Europe were composed mostly through intermarriage of
Jewish men with women of European descent. The reason is that Radhanites,
Persian Jewish merchants, had migrated to Poland or Germany or France,
since the fifth century AD, where they mostly married into those communities
for hundreds of years. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Science
report, appears to bear out that Ashkenazi Jews must have arrived in Eastern
Europe, not from the west and southwest, but from the south and east, that
is, via northern Italy and the Balkans, Asia Minor and the Greek Byzantine
empire, the Volga kingdom of the Khazars, or a combination of all three. %

The non-Israelite haplogroups found in Ashkenazi samples include
Q, which is typically Central Asian, and Rlal, which is typically Eastern
European. Q is considered by researcher Doron Behar to constitute a minor
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founding lineage among Jewish populations. Approximately five to ten percent
of Ashkenazi Jews today are in this haplogroup, which originated in Central
Asia. It is an extremely rare haplogroup in both Europe and the Middle East,
found only Scandinavia, and the few countries that Khazars were known to
have migrated to, like Poland, Hungary and Lithuania.®

It has also been found that about half of Ashkenazi Levites possess
Eastern European non-Israelite haplotypes belonging to the R1al haplogroup,
which is typically Eastern European. The Levites are particularly interesting
because, among them, it is the Cohens, or Kohamin, for whom the office of
priest has traditionally been reserved. Levitical status is generally determined
by oral tradition, passed from father to son, with children being Levites if their
father and grandfather was. Until the eighteenth century in Europe, many
Cohens could accurately trace their lineage back to a verifiable Kohamin such
as Ezra. Today, families may verify their priestly lineage via the tombstones
of deceased ancestors, as the universal symbol of the hands arranged for the
Priestly Blessing. This is the hand gesture porpularized as Spock’s Vulcan
salute in Stark Trek. Some scholars maintain, however, that because of the
destruction of Jerusalem’s temple and the unavailability of lineage records,
there is now no way to establish who is a Levite reliably.

Levites in Orthodox Judaism continue to have additional rights and
obligations compared to lay people, although these responsibilities have
diminished with the destruction of the Temple. Orthodox Judaism maintains
a belief in and hope for a restoration of a Third Temple in Jerusalem, and
Kohanim are regarded as retaining their original sanctity, and some elements
of their original roles and responsibilities, and having a status of waiting in
readiness for future service in a restored Temple. Some Orthodox Jews have
founded schools to train priests and Levites in their respective roles.

The R1al haplogroup is almost never found among Sephardic Levites,
and may have been introduced into the Ashkenazi Levite lines by Slavs, or
Khazars who converted to Judaism.?® Rlal, rather, is found all over Armenia,
Georgia, and Eastern Europe in general, including the Sorbs, the Poles, and many
people of central Europe. It’s also found in Finland, and many R1al people went
west to Scotland and Scandinavia. Interestingly, the R1al was introduced only
900-1000 years ago into only the Ashkenazi Levite male population.

The irony, of course, is the R1al Kurgans who are the founders of this
haplogroup are considered the epitome of Indo-Europeanism. The homeland of
the Indo-Europeans is the steppes north of the Black Sea, right where the Khazarian
Empire was located. But the problem is that not only were Khazars most likely
significantly R1a in their ancestry, but most Eastern Europeans are also R1a.”

The finding raises the question of how the signature became so widespread
among the Levites. The foreign genetic signature found among Levites occurs
on the male or Y chromosome and comes from a few men, or perhaps a single
ancestor, who lived about 1,000 years ago, just as the Ashkenazim were beginning



to be established in Europe. It has been proposed that the ancestor who introduced
it into the Ashkenazi Levites could perhaps have been from the Khazars.
Ultimately, it was through the infiltration of Armenian Jews that the
double-headed eagle of the Mamikonians became their heraldic symbol the
Khazars. The striking or rising eagle, Togrul or Togarmah, meaning “the
powerful eagle”, represents for Khazars the messenger and mediator of Téngri,
meaning “The Lord-God-The sun”. It also represents the sacred royal imperial
power, in Hebrew Malchut Ha-Shmayim, since more than three thousand
years, and is the heraldic symbol of the two merged royal clans, in Hebrew
Ha-Shechina, and Turkic Ashina. Thus it is the very emblem of any Khagan,

meaning “King of Kings, Emperor”, of Khazars.?®

The Magyars

At its height, the Khazarian empire covered the area of the Ukraine, southern
Russia to the Caucasus, and the western portions of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
to the Aral Sea. The town of Kiev, meaning “the site at the shore”, at the Dnepr
river, had been founded by the Khazars around the beginning of the eighth century
AD, as a trading and administrative center in the western part of the Khazarian
empire. However, a mounted force Viking force, known as the Kievan Rus, lead
by prince Svyatoslav, in a treacherous collaboration with Byzantium, succeeded
in penetrating the Khazarian empire, and destroying their capital Itil in 967 AD.
Svyatoslav was the great-grandson of Halfdan Frodason King of Denmark, in
turn descended from Odin, and whose mother was Hilda of the Vandals. Hilda’s
father was Hilderic of the Vandals, whose mother was Eudoxia of Rome, the

great-great-granddaughter of Constantine.?

The resulting dispersal of the Khazars penetrated into the nations of
Poland, Bulgaria, and the Magyars of Hungary, who were vassals of the Khazars.
At the end of the ninth century AD, the Khanagate of the Khazars had appointed
a man named Arpad, to be the leader of the kingdom of Hungary, formed by
seven Magyar and three Khazar tribes under his leadership.*® And, as recounted
in the Gesta Hungarorum, Latin for “The Deeds of the Hungarians”, a record of
early Hungarian history, written by the unknown author around 1200 AD, the
Magyars were Scythians, originally descended from Magog:

Scythia, which is called Hungary upon the [river] Don, is quite a vast land.
Its eastern border stretches from the northern region to the Black Sea. Behind
it runs the Don river with its enormous marshlands, where there are enough
martens not just to lavishly clothe the noblemen and the lower ranking people,
but also the herdsmen, swineherdsmen, and shepherds. The land is rich in gold
and silver, and its rivers offer pearls and semi-precious stones. Scythia’s eastern
neighbours were the nations of Gog and Magog, who were cut off from the world
by Alexander the Great. The dimensions of the Scythian land are extremely
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large. The people inhabiting it are still customarily called Don-Hungarians; they
have never been under the yoke of any ruler. The Scythians are, namely, an
ancient nation which has power over the east. Scythia’s first king was Magog,
son of Japheth, and the nation obtained its name “Magyar” from him."!

The Gesta goes on to explain that, from Magog’s descendants, Attila the Hun,
came from Scythia to Pannonia, in 451 AD, with an enormous army, driving
out the Romans and conquering the land. In the year 819 AD, it continues,
Ogyek, the commander of Scythia and also descendant of Magog, decided
to marry a woman named Emesh. During her pregnancy, Emesh saw a
supernatural vision, in the shape of a turul, which landed on her body and
made her pregnant. The Turul, like the Turkic Toghrul of the Khazars, is a
giant mythical eagle, a messenger of god in Hungarian mythology, who sits
on top of the tree of life, along with the other spirits of unborn children in the
form birds. Turul is often replaced by the sun in illustrations of the tree of
life.* Since a dream in Hungarian is called alom, the boy was named Almos,
and became the father of Arpad.

According to an early Greek document, Arpad and the Magyar clan
was Manichean in religion.*® Arpad and his clan began a push westward,
eventually settling in what is today Hungary, where a unified Magyar state was
established by Arpad’s great-grandson Geza, in 971 AD. Although still a pagan,
when he became ruler, an alliance was concluded between the Holy Roman
Empire and Byzantium in 972 AD, forced Geza to convert to Christianity,
to secure a lasting peace for Hungary. Although Geza was baptized in 985
AD, it is doubtful his conversion was sincere, for according to the Bishop of

Merseburg, he continued to worship pagan gods.*



Chapter Seven: The Merovingians

The Franks

During the Crusades, those members of Eastern European aristocracy descended
from the remnants of the Khazars, in addition to the the ruling families of
Armenia, reconnected to ignite an important network, by intermarrying with
the descendants of the Merovingians. The Da Vinci Code of Dan Brown has
recently popularized the legend of that the Merovingians, the most important
of the Illuminati bloodlines, was derived originally from the union of Jesus and
Mary Magdalene. The likelihood of this possibility is nil, as the core doctrines
of this lineage are based on the Luciferian teachings of Gnosticism. Rather,
the myth of the union of Jesus and Mary Magdalene was preserved to disguise
a more occult secret about the origin of this bloodline.

More importantly, the descendants of the Merovingians eventually
intermarried with the family of Charlemagne, founder of the Holy Roman
Empire, and supposedly, that of an Exilarch, or claimant to the Davidic throne,
named Rabbi Makhir. It is from this lineage that all the leading lines of European
aristocracy descend, a bloodline featured as the central secret of Grail lore.

The Merovingians, again, came originally from Scythia, where they
were known as the Sicambrians, taking their name from Cambra, a tribal queen
of about 380 BC. Then, in the early fifth century AD, the invasion of the Huns
provoked large-scale migrations of almost all European tribes. It was at this
time that the Sicambrians, a tribe of the Germanic people collectively known
as the Franks, crossed the Rhine and moved into Gaul, establishing themselves
in what is now Belgium and northern France.

The Merovingians are believed in occult circles to have originally
been Jewish, and descended from the Tribe of Benjamin, who had entered
Greece known as Cadmus and Danaaus. Certain important details of the
history of the Merovingians are related in the Fredegar’ Chronicle, a facsimile
of which is in the Biblioteque Nationale in Paris. Fredegar, who died in 660
AD, was a Burgundian scribe, and his Chronicle covered the period from the
earliest days of the Hebrew patriarchs to the era of the Merovingian kings.
Fredegar’s Prologue tells how the Sicambrian line of “Franks”, from whom
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France acquired its name, were themselves first so called after their chief
Francio, a descendant of Noah, who died in 11 BC. Prior to their Scythian days,
Francio’s race originated in ancient Troy after which the French city of Troyes
was named. The city of Paris, established by the sixth century Merovingians,
likewise bears the name of Paris, the son of King Priam of Troy, whose liaison
with Helen of Sparta sparked the Trojan War.

The claim, asserted in The Da Vinci Code, is that Mary Magdalene had
brought to southern France a child she bore to Jesus, and that her lineage was
survived among the Merovingians. However, as explained by genealogical
researcher David Hughes:

This theory was popularized in 1982 by the occultic book “Holy Blood, Holy
Grail” in which the author to sensationalize his work purposely misidentified
Jesus of Nazareth with His cousin Jesus “of Gamala”, for the author surely
would have known better from his research. The author by this misidentification
could make the claim that Jesus of Nazareth married Mary Magdalene and
sired children and had descendants who eventually became the ruling houses of
medieval and modern Europe, which the author refers to as the “Jesus Dynasty”
or “Jesus Bloodline”, however, these are the wife and children of Jesus “of
Gamala”, the cousin of Jesus of Nazareth, who by all accounts was celibate.
It is true that descendants of Jesus’ so-called “brothers” and “cousins”, the
“Desposyni”, gave Europe some of its noble and royal houses, however, none
descend from Jesus of Nazareth Himself but only from His relatives “according
of the flesh”, and, ultimately descend from Israel’s Davidic Dynasty, which
according to the Bible has a “divine right” to rule.'

According to the genealogies compiled by James Allen Dow, and based
largely on the work of David Hughes, a descendant of Mary Magdalene and this
Jesus, Quintus Tarus, a prefect of Rome, married Argotta, heiress of the Franks,
to father Merovech, King of the Franks.? The most famous of all Merovingian
rulers, though, was Merovee’s grandson, Clovis I, who reigned between 481
and 511 AD. Gaul was the richest and largest area of the western empire, but
the Frankish tribes had not succeeded in organizing a single state, until Clovis
defeated the surviving Roman forces in 486 AD. During his reign and that of his
sons, Frankish power was extended over nearly all of Gaul and far into Germany.
The Frankish kingdom eventually became the strongest and most extensive of the
new German states, and it was the only one that truly survived into later centuries,
and from it were descended the modern states of both Germany and France.

Charlemagne

Clovis converted to Roman Christianity, and an accord was ratified between
him and the Roman Church, followed by a great wave of conversion. Clovis



was granted the title of New Constantine, presiding over a Holy Roman Empire.
Clovis’ successors, however, did not retain his ruthlessness, and instead became
mere figureheads, puppets of the Mayors of the Palace, in whose hands was
the real power. On Clovis’ death, his son Dagobert, acceded to the kingdom
of Austrasia, but was deposed by a conspiracy on the part of Pepin the Fat, the
king’s mayor of the palace, which the Church of Rome approved, immediately
passing the Merovingian administration of Austrasia to him.

Pepin was followed by Charles Martel, one of the most heroic figures in
French history, and who was the grandfather of Charlemagne, according whose
name the dynasty came to be known in history as that of the Carolingians. The
Carolingians were partly of Merovingian descent, but more importantly, they
represented the union of the once divided lineage of the Mithraic bloodline.
This lineage had survived in two branches. Julia, the heiress of the Edomite
royal bloodline, was the daughter of Herod Phollio King of Chalcis, whose
grandfather was Herod the Great, and whose mother was the daughter of
Salome, married Tigranes King of Armenia, the son of Alexander of Judea.
Their son Alexander married Iotape of Commagene, the daughter of Antiochus
IV. From them was descended St. Arnulf, a Frankish noble who had great
influence in the Merovingian kingdoms as Bishop of Metz, and who was later
canonized as a saint, and who lived from 582 to 640 AD.?

In St. Arnulf, this lineage was united with the other branch. That other
branch was survived in the priest-pings of Emesa, descended from Claudia,
the grand-daughter of the Emperor Claudius, which had also culminated in
the person of the Neoplatonic philosopher lamblichus.* Saint Arnulf was the
grandfather of Peppin II, the father of Charles Martel.

Charles Martel’s son, Peppin III, was the father of Charles the
Great, known as Charlemagne. In 771, Charlemagne assumed the throne
and took advantage of his brother’s death to unite the Carolingian territories.
Charlemagne’s goal was to unite through conquest all the Germanic people
into one kingdom. By 800 AD, the Frankish kingdom included all of modern
France, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, almost all of Germany and large areas
of Italy and Spain.

Charlemagne received substantial help from an alliance with the Pope,
who wanted to cut the remaining ties with the Byzantine Empire. In this way,
the domains of the Pope became an independent state in central Italy. In the
same year, 800 AD, Charlemagne was crowned Emperor by the Pope, becoming
the first emperor in the west, since the last Roman emperor was deposed in 476
AD, and thus inaugurating the Holy Roman Empire. Charlemagne’s dual role
as Emperor, and King of the Franks, provides the historical link between the
Frankish kingdoms and later Germany, as both France and Germany look unto
Charlemagne as the founding figure of their respective countries.
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Guillaume of Gellone

It is frequently claimed by genealogists that all of European aristocracy can
claim descent from Charlemagne. Less well-known, though significant for
occult lore, is that Charlemagne’s descendants were intricately intertwined
with those of one Rabbi Makhir, a Jewish Exilarch from Baghdad, known as
Rabbi Makhir, or Natronai, who became the father of Guillaume the Gellone.
This was the important union, infusing European aristocracy with Davidic
lineage, by which occult societies, and books like the Holy Blood Holy Grail,
have claimed represented the secret of the Holy Grail. It is also the reason
for which one of the stated aims of the Illuminati, like the enigmatic Priory
of Zion, mentioned in The Da Vinci Code, is to reinstitute the descendants of
Merovingians, as rulers of a New World Order.

The origin of the office of Exilarch is not known, but the princely

post was hereditary in a family that traced its descent from the royal House
of David. It was recognized by the state and carried with it certain definite
prerogatives, first under the Parthian Empire of the Persians. The office lasted
to the sixth century AD, under different regimes, when there was no Exilarch
for a century, until the position was restored under the Muslims.
In the eigth century AD, an Exilarch, named Judah Zakkai, had as rival
candidate Natronai ben Habibai, who, however, was defeated and sent “West”
in banishment. Natronai was the great-grandson of Izdundad Princess of
Persia, the daughter of Yazdagird I11, ruler of the Sassanid Empire, and married
Exilarch Bustenai ben Hanina, who lived from 590 to 670 AD.

Coincidentally, according to Medieval Jewish legends, one Makhir, often
confused with Natronai, apparently arrived in southern France by the invitation of
Charlemagne, who is said to have sent an embassy, in which a Jew, Isaac, took part,
to ask the “king of Babel” to send him a man of royal Jewish lineage. In response,
the Caliph Harun al Rashid, dispatched Rabbi Makhir to him. According to the
appendix of a fourteenth century work titled Sepher ha Kabbalah:

Then King Charles sent to the King of Baghdad [Caliph] requesting that he
dispatch one of his Jews of the seed of royalty of the House of David. He
hearkened and sent him one from there, a magnate and sage, Rabbi Makhir
by name. And [Charles] settled him in Narbonne, the capital city, and planted
him there, and gave him a great possession there at the time he captured it
from the Ishmaelites [Arabs]. And he [Makhir] took to wife a woman from
among the magnates of the town; *...* and the King made him a nobleman
and designed, out of love for [Makhir], good statutes for the benefit of all the
Jews dwelling in the city, as is written and sealed in a Latin charter; and the
seal of the King therein [bears] his name Carolus; and it is in their possession
at the present time. The Prince Makhir became chieftain there. He and his
descendants were close [inter-related] with the King and all his descendants.



The translation that of the mention that Makhir was “close to the
king and all his descendants”, as meaning he was inter-related with French
aristocracy, through intermarriage, was proposed by Arthur Zuckerman, in A
Jewish Princedom in Feudal France, 768 900. There are numerous confusing
genealogies provided as to the descent of this Makhir, or Natronai. According to
the research of James Allen Dow, Natronai married one Rolinda of Aquitaine.
Their sons were Makhir and Gilbert of Rouergue. Makhir married Alda, the
daughter of Charles Martel.’

According to Zuckerman, Makhir would have assumed the Christian
name of Theodoric, or Thierry, and assumed the title of King of the Jews, and
ruled over the independent state of Septimania in southern France, with the city
of Narbonne as its capital. In the Mediaeval, romances Theirry is called Aymery,
and he was the father of Guillaume de Gellone, about whom there were at least
six major epic poems composed before the era of the crusades. The device of
his shield was the Lion of Judah. At the height of his power, he included as
part of his dominion, northeastern Spain, the Pyrenees, along with the region of
Septimania. Zuckerman maintains the reference of Makhir’s descendants being
“close” to those of the king should be understood to mean “inter-related”, or that
Guillaume’s ancestors intermarried with those of the Carolingians.

As late as 1143 AD, Peter the Venerable of Cluny, in an address to
Louis VII of France, condemned the Jews of Narbonne who claimed to have a
king residing among them, a claim based presumably on the legend of Makhir.
In 1144 AD, Theobald, a Cambridge monk, spoke of “the chief Princes and
Narbonne where the royal seed resides.” In 1165-66 AD, Benjamin of Tudela,
the famous Jewish traveler and chronicler, reports that in Narbonne there are
“sages, magnates and princes at the head of whom is... a remnant of the House

of David as stated in his family tree.”®

The Guilhemids

And, again, though the lines we are about to trace are intricate, it is only
through a careful study of them that we may discern that there was a central
importance attributed to these bloodlines. This concurs with the claim that
this bloodline contained a certain “potency”, purportedly derived from the fact
that, not only, these families descend from the Line of David, but as we have
seen, from the Mithraic bloodline, but, as well, a claimed descent from Lucifer
himself. Because, as we will discover, this careful intermarrying constructed
lines of descent to produce specific individuals who would play pivotal roles
in this occult history we are following.

A look at the numerous dynastic alliances between this Guillaume
de Gellone, and the descendants of Charlemagne, will illustrate the degree
of penetration of his lineage, and demonstrate the basis for his perceived
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importance in occult circles. Their descendants, known as the Guilhemids,
would form an important nexus, through intermarriage, with their Saxon and
Scandinavian relations, as well as the aristocracy of Eastern Europe, descended
from the Khazars, and the royal family of Armenia, that would figure centrally
in the occult conspiracy that was brought to birth during the Crusades. Their
subsequent subversive activities would alter the history of Europe, and provide
an occult influence that would remain a hidden, though powerful influence,
until they finally came to light as the Illuminati in the eighteenth century.

Most historians consider the establishment of the Holy Roman Empire
to actually begin with the split of the Frankish realm between the sons of
Charlemagne’s son, Louis the Pious, at the Treaty of Verdun in 843 AD, who
continued the Carolingian dynasty independently in three separate sections. The
eastern part fell to Louis the German, while Charles “the Bald”, was granted
Italy. Charles “the Bald” married Ermetrude d’Orleans, the granddaughter of
Guillaume de Gellone. Their daughter was Judith of England, who married
Baldwin I of Flanders, from whom descend the Counts of Flanders. Their
granddaughter, Gunhilde d’Urgell, married Raymond II of Toulouse, who was
descended from Bertha d’Autun, William of Gellone’s sister, and from them
were descended the Counts of Toulouse.” The grandson of Raymond II Count
of Toulouse, William Taillefer Count of Toulouse, married Emma of Provence,
who was both descended from William of Gellone, and Priset of the Khazars.®

Priset’s son, Barjik King of the Khazars, was the father of Irene, also
known as Tzitzak. Irene married Constantine V “Copronymus” the Isaurian,
a descendant of Antiochus I of Commagene, and became the father of Leo
the Khazar, who became Byzantine Emperor in 775 AD. From Leo the
Khazar was descended Michael III “the Drunkard” the Phrygian, and from
him Charles Constantine. Charles Constantine was the father of Constance
of Arles and Vienna, who married Boso of Provence, the great-grandson of
Bernard Plantevelue, himself the grandson of Guillaume de Gellone. Their
son was William Taillefer Count of Toulouse.’

William Taillefer’s brother, Raymond III Count of Toulouse, married
Adelaide of Anjou, daughter of Fulk II Count of Anjou.'® Her brother, Geoffrey
I Count of Anjou, married Adelais of Vermandois, who was descended from
Pippin, brother of Louis the Pious, and son of Charlemagne, who married
Cunigundis of the Franks, daughter of William of Gellone. Geoffrey of
Anjou and Adelais’ daughter was Ermangarde of Anjou. Her daughter was
Judith of Brittany, who married Richard II of Normandy.!" Richard was the
great-grandson of Rollo Ragnvaldsson, a Norman Viking leader, who married
Poppa of Bavaria, the great-granddaughter of William of Gellone, and from
whom were descended the Dukes of Normandy. Rollo’s daughter, Adele of
Normandy, married William III Duke of Aquitaine, from whom are descended
the Dukes of Aquitaine.'



William of Gellone’s sister Ida Redburga, married Egbert of Wessex,
of the Anglo-Saxon invaders who displaced the Britons from England, and a
direct descendant, according to the chronicles, of Odin. Egbert had been forced
into exile at Charlemagne’s court by a rival Saxon to the throne, Offa, King of
Mercia, and returned to England in 802 AD, where he eventually became King
of Wessex, and later first king of England."? Their son, Ethelwulf King of the
English, was the father of Alfred “the Great” King of England, who in turn
became the father of Edward the Elder, King of England.

Redburga was also the grandmother of Thyra Dannebod Queen of
Denmark, who became the wife of the Viking King Gorm “the Old” of Denmark,
and the mother of Harald Bluetooth Blataand King of Denmark. Harald’s son,
Sven I of Denmark, embarked on a full-scale invasion of England, and was
accepted as King of that country, following the flight to Normandy of king
Ethelred the Unready in late 1013 AD."

When Sven was baptized, along with the rest of the royal family, he
was given the name of Otto, in honor of Otto I the Great, who was crowned
Holy Roman Emperor in 962 AD."*> Otto was the son of Henry I “the Fowler”,
Holy Roman Emperor, who in turn was the son of Otto “the Illustrious”. The
mother of Otto “the Illustrious” was Oda Billung, the daughter of Billung I
Count of Thuringia, a Saxon. Billung had married Alda of the Franks, the
daughter of Charlemagne’s son Pippin, and Bertha of Toulouse, the daughter
of William of Gellone.'®

Hedwige, the sister of Otto the Great, married Hugh the Great, son of
Robert I of France and Beatrix of Vermandois, a direct descendant of William of
Gellone. Their descendants would become the dynasty of Capetians, from whom
would descend all the kings of France until the Second Republic established
in 1848. Quarrels, however, ensued between Hugh the Great and Louis IV of
France, who was the son of Charles the Simple, the grandson of Charles the Bald,
and Princess Eadgifu, daughter of Edward the Elder, King of England. These
were mended upon the ascension of Lothair I of France, the son of Louis IV and
Gerberge, the daughter of Otto the Great. Lothair granted Hugh the Great the
Duchy of Burgundy and of Aquitaine, expanding the Capetian dominions.

The son of Otto the Great, Otto II, who succeeded him, married
Theophano Princess of Byzantium. Their son was Otto III, who became Holy
Roman Emperor in 996 AD. Otto III had given full support to the crowing of
Hugh Capet, the son of Hugh the Great, as King of France in 987 AD, after the
death of Louis V, the son of Lothair. Hugh de Capet was succeeded by his son
Robert I King of France, by his wife Adele of Aquitaine, the granddaughter
of Poppa of Bavaria and Rollo Ragnvaldsson. Robert II married Constance
d’Arles, a descendant of both Guillame de Gellone, and the Khazars. Constance
d’Arles was the daughter William of Provence, the brother of William Taillefer,
who married Adelaide d’ Anjou, before she married Raymond III of Toulouse."’
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Otto III was succeeded as Holy Roman Emperor by his cousin, Henry
II. The grandfather of Henry II was Henry I, Duke of Bavaria, the brother of
Otto the Great. His mother was Gisela of Burdungy, a niece of Otto the Great’s
wife Adelheid. The father of Henry II's wife, Cunigonde of Luxemburg, was
descended from Charles the Bald, and Ermentrude d’Orleans, the granddaughter
of Guillaume de Gellone."® Cunigonde’s mother was Hedwig of Lotharingia,
the niece of Otto I the Great. After their deaths, both Henry II and his wife
Cunigonde were eventually canonized by the Catholic Church.

In 1027 AD, Henry II was succeeded as Holy Roman Emperor by
Conrad II, the son of Henry of Speyer and Adelheid of Alsace, the sister of Saint
Cunigonde. Henry of Speyer was the grandson of Otto the Great and Edith of
Wessex, and his brother was Pope Gregory V. Gregory V was succeeded by
Sylvester II, known as Gerbert d’Aurillac, who was tutor to both Otto II and
Otto III. Gregory V, Otto’s cousin, appointed him Archbishop of Ravenna in
998, and the emperor elected him to succeed Gregory as pope in 999. Gerbert
introduced Arab knowledge of Arithmetic and Astronomy and the Abacus to
Europe. Gerbert was reputed to have studied Kabbalistic arts in Spain, and to
have been a sorcerer in league with the devil. Gerbert was supposed to have
built a bronze head, that would answer his questions. He was also reputed to
have had a pact with a female demon called Meridiana, who had appeared after
he had been rejected by his earthly love, and with whose help he managed to
ascend to the papal throne.

The Bogomils

Finally, when these various bloodlines reconnected with their counterparts in
the east, they became introduced to the Paulicianism, whose influence produced
the heresy of the Cathars, that was adopted by the Guilhemids, and ultimately
figuring in the lore of their secret bloodline, the Grail legends. There was one
union in particular, which set off the beginning of this relationship, and from
which would derive the most important line of descent, and which would later
figure at the center of the various covert activities of the early predecessors of
the Illuminati. That union was the one between Adiva, the daughter of Edward
the Elder, King of England, and Boleslav I, the Duke of Bohemia, and the
person produced was a daughter named Dubrawka.'

At the end of the eighth century AD, Bohemia, like the neighbouring
sates of Great Moravia and Hungary, fell to the invading Magyars, and Boleslav
I, known as “the Cruel”, became the first king of an independent Bohemia,
after he led a Czech force in alliance with Otto the Great, that was victorious
over them in 955 AD.

In 965 AD, a Jewish merchant named Ibrahim ibn Jakub noted that
the Jews of Prague, the capital of Bohemia, were important persons and active



in both local and long-distant trade. According to the Letter of King Joseph,
Hasdai ibn Shaprut, who was foreign minister to Abd al-Rahman, Sultan of
Cordova, made first unsuccessful attempt to resort to the Byzantine embassy
to transmit his letter to the king of the Khazars. But, the envoys of Boleslav
I, who were then in Cordova, and among whom were two Jews, Saul and
Joseph, suggested a different plan. They offered to send the letter to Jews
living in Hungary, who, in their turn, would transmit it to Russia, and from
there through Bulgaria, to its destination at Itl. As the envoys guaranteed the
delivery of the message, Hasdai accepted the proposal.®

Dubrawka, the daughter of Boleslav and Adiva, married Mieszko I
King of Poland, a member of the Piast dynasty. Mieszko and Dubrawka’s
daughter, Adelaide, married Geza Arpad.”’ Their daughter Hercegno married
Gavril Radomir, the son of Samuil, Tsar of Bulgaria.?> Samuil was one of four
sons of Prince Nikola Kumet, Count of Bulgaria, who was descended from
Kubrat the first King of Bulgaria, himself descended from Attila the Hun.?

Another branch of the Turks, the Bulgars, during the seventh century
AD, had come under domination of the Khazars, with whom they shared a
language. The Khazars forced some of the Bulgars to move to the upper Volga
River region where the independent state of Volga Bulgaria was founded,
while other Bulgars fled to modern-day Bulgaria.

Through Jewish influence, Nikola Kumet’s sons were all given Jewish
names, which included David, Moses, and Aaron. Nikola married Rhipsime
Bagratuni, the daughter of Ashot II Erkat, Shahanshah of Armenia.** Bagratuni
was the name of the dynasty that succeed the Mamikonians as rulers of Armenia,
in the ninth century AD, and claimed Jewish descent. Moses of Chorene, who
wrote a History of Armenia at the request of Isaac Bagratuni, the middle of the
fifth century AD, stated that King Hracheye joined Nebuchadnezzar in his first
campaign against the Jews, and took part in the siege of Jerusalem. From among
the captives he selected the distinguished Jewish chief Shambat, and brought
him with his family to Armenia. Shambat was purportedly descended from
Nedabiah, the son of Tamar of the Davidic Dynasty, the daughter of Johanan
Prince of Judah.” It is from this Shambat the Bagratuni claim descent.?

These Bulgarian Csars became defenders of Bogomilism, a Gnostic
heresy that developed in Bulgaria, in the tenth century AD, from Manichaeism
and Pauliciansism. In 970 AD, the Byzantine emperor John Tzimisces, himself
of Armenian origin, transplanted as many as 200,000 Armenian Paulicians
to Europe, and settled them in the Balkans, which then became the centre
for the spread of their doctrines. Settled there as a kind of bulwark against
the invading Bulgarians, but the Armenians, instead, converted them to their
religion, eventually evolving into what is known as Bogomilism.?’

Signifying in Slavonic “friends of God”, their doctrine maintained that
God had two sons, the elder Satanael, the younger Jesus. To Satanael, who sat
on the right hand of God, belonged the right of governing the celestial world,
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but, filled with pride, he rebelled against his Father and fell from Heaven.
Then, aided by the companions of his fall, he created the visible world, the
image of the celestial, having like the other its Sun, Moon, and stars, and last
he created man and the serpent which became his minister.

Later Christ came to earth in order to show men the way to heaven, but
His death was ineffectual, for even by descending into Hell he could not defeat
the power of Satanael. The belief in the impotence of Christ and the need
therefore to appease Satan, led to the doctrine that Satan should be worshipped.
Nicetas Choniates, a Byzantine historian of the twelfth century, described the
followers of this cult as Satanists because, “considering Satan powerful they
worshipped him lest he might do them harm.”?

In the first half of the tenth century, Bogomil teaching, led by the priest
Bogomil, appeared in Macedonia. Within a short period of time Bogomilism
had grown into a large-scale popular movement. The Byzantine Empire was
unable to eradicate the heresy, and David, Moses, Aaron and Samuil, began
a rebellion in 869 to defend Bogomilism against its enemies, resulting in
breaking Macedonia away from the Bulgarian Empire, establishing the first
Slavic-Macedonian state. After their considerable territorial conquests Samuil

was proclaimed Emperor and was crowned by the Pope of Rome.”



Chapter Eight: The Assassins

The Sabians

During the early Middle Ages, a new power appeared on the scene, a threat
that would ultimately contribute to the Crusades. The impetus behind this
great expansion of the Arabs, that led to the collapse of the Persian Empire,
and seizure of much of the territories of the former Roman Empire, was
the religion of Islam, revealed to Mohammed in the seventh century AD.
Essentially, Islam did not claim to be a new religion, but to be a reaffirmation
of the timeless message sent to mankind since the beginning of time, including
the prophets of the Bible, and Jesus.

However, in time, Islam too was subverted through the same pernicious
occult influences that were infecting Europe, from a community in Harran, in
southeastern Turkey, known as the Sabians. It was through their influence
that there emerged the most notorious of radical Islamic groups, known as the
Assassins, who, through contact with the famous Knights Templars during the
Crusades, would be resonsible for transmitting the occult tradition to the West.
Resulting in first the lore of the Holy Grail, the legend of this contact would
also form the basis of Scottish Rite Freemasonry. Finally, the theme would
form the rational for the continued relationship between the Masons and their
counterparts in the East, who would claim descent from the Assassins, known
as the Muslim Brotherhood. These are the primary instigators of “Islamic”
terrorism, or false flag operations on behalf of the Illuminati conspiracy.

The Sabians were related to the Mughtasilah, of which Mani had
originally been a member. By transmitting its ancient Gnostic and occult lore
the Islamic world, the cult would contribute to the emergence of Ismailism,
particularly that faction centered in Egypt, with which the occult organizations
of the West would have a long lasting relationship, and which in the twentieth
century, would produce Islamic terrorism.

Scholars believe the Mandeans originated in a Jewish-Gnostic group
from Jordan, who emigrated to Babylonia in the first or second century AD. The
Sabians were related to the Mandaeans. In Mandeans of Iraq and Iran, E.S. Drower
maintains that in the mass of material offered by Arab authors there is a good deal
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beginning of the ninth century with its greatly prized class of court astrologers.°

The Sabians professed to follow Hermes and Agathodaimon, identified
with Seth and Enoch. Essentially, like other dualistic sects, the Sabians taught
the possibility of salvation through gnosis, which is attained in bypassing evil
Archons that obstruct the ascent of the soul through the heavenly spheres, to
reunion with the supreme deity. That supreme deity, to the Sabians, was the
primal cause of the universe, but had no contact with mankind and instead had
placed the universe under the rule of the planets. Hence the Sabians worshipped
the planets, or rather the demonic beings that were believed to govern them.
They were said to sacrifice to the gods of the seven days of the week, whose
names were partly Babylonian and partly Greek. They were also reputed to
celebrate “mystery” rites addressed principally to Tammuz or to Shamal, lord of
the Jinn, and, in which they were suspected of making use of human sacrifice.’
They were reputed to sacrifice a child, whose flesh was boiled and made into
cakes, which were then eaten by a certain class of worshippers.®

The Sabians, acting as translators and astrologers, were responsible
for the diffusion of mystical teachings to the Islamic world, and of contributing
to the formation of a mystical version of that faith, known as Sufism. It is also
accepted that a set of Sufi treatises, known as the Epistles of the Ikhwan al
Saffa wa Kkhullan al Wafa, or of “The Brethren of Purity and Loyal Friends”,
a philosophical and religious encyclopedia, which scholars regard as reflecting
elements of Pythagorean, Neoplatonic, and the traditions of the Magi, were
drawn up in the ninth century AD, under Sabian influence.

It is generally agreed that the Epistles of the Ikhwan as Saffa were
composed by leading proponents of the Ismaili sect. The Ismailis were a splinter
group of the Shiah, a sect that resulted from a split in Islam, in the middle of the
seventh century, over who was to be the rightful successor of Mohammed. The
majority, known as Sunnis, adhered to the Khilafas, Abu Bakr, Omar and Osman,
while the Shiah insisted on the successorship of Ali, the Prophet’s nephew.

Through the influence of Sufism, the central institution of the Shiah, the
Imam, the office occupied by their leaders, had acquired a mystical significance.
This office of Imam was thought to have been passed on directly from Ali, to
the sixth Imam, Jafar as Sadiq, and then on through to the twelfth Imam, who
disappeared in 873 AD. The Shiah majority, following twelve Imams, were
known as Twelvers. Some of Jafar’s followers, however, remained loyal to his
son Ismail, and came to be known as Seveners, or Ismailis.

The Ismailis

While terrorism does not belong in Islam, it was a method of political action
first devised by a sect of the Ismailis, known as the Assassins. However, it was
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the Crusaders who first came into contact with the Assassins who imported their
techiques to Europe, where they were later reintroduced to the Freemasons of
Egypt, to produce Islamic terrorism. In particular, the Ismailis perfected a
method of indoctrination that would be employed by the Illuminati throughout
the subsequent centuries. Though they professed outwardly to represent Islam,
the Ismailis were committed to Islam’s destruction. Therefore, they devised
grades of initiation, wherein the leaders could adhere to heretical Gnostic beliefs,
while restricting the lower levels to professing some degree of orthodoxy. This
allowed them to appear to defend the faith, all the while working towards its
destruction, thus recruiting the lower ranks into undermining the religion they
falsely believed themselves to be representing.

It was an alleged member of the Brethren of Purity, Abdullah ibn
Maymun, a charismatic leader, who succeeded in capturing the leadership of
the Ismaili movement in about 872 AD. Though the earliest Ismailis had not
deviated from the central tenets of Islam, it was primarily through his influence
that the movement became definitely subversive, and not just of Islam, but
eventually of all religions. Ibn Maymun, who has been variously described
as a Jew, as a follower of the Mesopotamian Gnostic heretic Bardasanes, and,
most commonly, as a Zoroastrian dualist, was brought up on Gnosticism, but
was well versed in all religions. For Ibn Maymun, Islam was merely a front.
The purpose of the seven degrees of initiation of the sect known as the Batinis,
which he created, was, according to Nesta Webster:

... to link together into one body the vanquished and the conquerors; to unite in
the form of a vast secret society with many degrees of initiation free-thinkers —
who regarded religion only as a curb for the people — and bigots of all sects; to
make tools of believers in order to give power to sceptics; to induce conquerors
to overturn the empires they had founded; to build up a party, numerous,
compact, and disciplined, which in due time would give the throne, if not to
himself, at least to his descendants, such was Abdullah ibn Maymun’s general
aim — an extraordinary conception which he worked out with marvelous tact,
incomparable skill, and a profound knowledge of the human heart. The means

which he adopted were devised with diabolical cunning...

It was... not among the Shi-ites that he sought his true supporters, but
among the Ghebers, the Manicheans, the pagans of Harran, and the students
of Greek philosophy; on the last alone could he rely, to them alone could
he gradually unfold the final mystery, and reveal that Imams, religions, and
morality were nothing but an imposture and an absurdity. The rest of mankind
— the “assess,” as Abdullah called them — were incapable of understanding
such doctrines. But to gain his end he by no means disdained their aid; on
the contrary, he solicited it, but he took care to initiate devout and lowly souls
only in the first grades of the sect. His missionaries, who were inculcated
with the idea that their first duty was to conceal their true sentiments and
adapt themselves to the views of their auditors, appeared in many guises, and

spoke, as it were, in a different language to each class...



VBy means such as these the extraordinary result was brought about
that a multitude of men of diverse beliefs were all working together for an
object known only to a few of them... *

Among the followers of Abdullah was Hamdan Qarmat. He became
the founder of the Qaramitah, which became active in Arabia, where a number
of Arabs were enlisted into the society. He put forward to them arguments
borrowed from Gnostic dualism, permitted them pillage, and taught them to
abandon prayer, fasting and other precepts. As a result of these teachings, the
Qaramitah rapidly became aband of brigands, pillaging and massacring all those
who opposed them, and spreading terror throughout the surrounding districts.
The Qaramitah succeeded in dominating Iraq, Yemen, and especially Bahrain,
and in 920 AD, extended their ravages westwards. They took possession of the
holy city of Mecca, in defense of which thirty thousand Muslims were killed.

The majority of Ismailis believed the successorship of the Imam
continued among the Fatimid dynasty, who has established their own caliph
and moved their capital to Cairo in 973 AD. The founder of the Fatimid
dynasty was Ubeidullah, known as the Mahdi, who claimed descent through
a line of “hidden imams”, from Muhammad, son of Ismail, and through him,
from Fatimah, daughter of the Prophet. He was accused of Jewish ancestry by
his adversaries the Abbasids, the Sunni rulers of Baghdad, who declared him
the son or grandson of Ahmed, son of Abdullah ibn Maymun, by a Jewess.
After the establishment of their power in Egypt, the substance of the teaching
of the Fatimids was not very different from the code of Abdullah Ibn Maymun,
and his more violent initiate, Qarmat.

In 988 AD, the Fatimids established the university of Al Azhar, the
oldest university in the world, and the most prestigious educational institution
in Islam, though now under the orthodox Sunnis. In 1004 AD, the Fatimids
established the Dar ul Hikmat, or the “House of Wisdom”, as a wing of Al Azhar.
Under the direction of this Grand Lodge of Cairo, the Fatimids continued the
plan of Abdullah ibn Maymun’s secret society, with the addition of two more
degrees, making nine in all. As he progressed through these degrees, at first,
the initiate was persuaded that all his former teachers were wrong, and that he
must place his confidence solely in the Imams of the Ismailis, as opposed to the
twelve Imams of the Twelvers. Eventually, he was taught to disregard the laws
of Islam, and taught the doctrines of dualism. Finally, in the ninth degree, the
adept was taught that all religious teaching was allegorical, and that religious
laws need be observed only to maintain order, while he who understands the
truth may disregard all such constraints.
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The Assassins

A fatal schism split the Ismailis over the succession to the Fatimid Caliph al-
Mustansir, who died in 1094 AD. The Egyptian Ismailis recognized his son
al Mustali, but the Ismailis of Iran and Syria held the claim for his older son,
Nizar. The Nizari were led by Hasan Sabbah. Having initially converted to
the Ismaili sect, and then declaring himself to be a devoted adherent of the
Fatimid Caliphs, Hasan Sabbah journeyed to Cairo, where he was received by
the Dar ul Hikmat. His actions having eventually embroiled him in disgrace,
he fled to Aleppo. After enlisting recruits in a number of cities, he succeeded
in obtaining the fortress of Alamut in Persia, on the Caspian Sea. There he
completed the plans for his great society, the infamous Assassins, deriving
their name from the Arabic hashishim, or “eaters of hashish,” referring to the
marijuana they consumed for ritual purposes.

At Alamut, Hasan and his followers established a castle, or the Eagle’s
Nest, where Hassan Sabbah took the traditional title of Sheikh al Jabal, or
“Old Man of the Mountain”. According to a legend reported by Marco Polo,
the Old Man had made, “the biggest and most beautiful gardens imaginable.
Every kind of wonderful fruit grew there. There were glorious houses and
palaces decorated with gold and paintings of the most magnificent things in
the world. Fresh water, wine, milk and honey flowed in streams. The loveliest
girls versed in the arts of caressing and flattering men played every musical
instrument, danced and sang better than any other women.” The Old Man
would make his dupes fall asleep, so that when they awoke, they would find
themselves in the garden, which he persuaded them was the Paradise described
by Mohammed. So assured of its existence, they were willing to risk their
lives on any mission assigned to them.

The Assassins waged an international war of terrorism against anyone
that opposed them, but eventually turned on each other. The Old Man of
the Mountain was murdered by his brother-in-law and his son Mohammed.
Mohammed, in his turn, while aiming to take the life of his son Jalal ud-Din,
was instead anticipated by him with poison, though his son was again avenged
by poison, so that from Hassan the [lluminator, down to the last of his line of
Grand Masters, all fell by the hands of their next-of-kin.

Finally in 1250 AD, the conquering Mongols, lead by Mangu Khan,
swept over Alamut and annihilated the Assassins. Nevertheless, Nizaris
survived, though in two rival lines. The minor line died out by the eighteenth
century, while the major line, led by an imam called Aga Khan, moved from
Iran to India in 1840. His followers, who are estimated to number in the
millions, are still found in Syria, Iran, and Central and South Asia, the largest
group being in India and Pakistan, where they are known as Khojas.



Chapter Nine: The Holy Grail

The Norman Conquest

It was during the Crusades, a struggle incepted to serve the designs of the
Guilhemids, that these families came into contact with the Assassins, and
imported their doctrines to Europe, where they eventually became known as
Scottish Rite Freemasonry. The importance of Scotland was that it was thought
to be there that the sacred bloodline was thought to survive, characterized
by their red hair. While also deriving from Scythia, during the Crusades, a
particular bloodline was composed, by way of intermarriage with the Eastern
aristocracy, again, through the important person of Dubrawka of Bohemia, to
result in the sacred bloodline of the Stuarts and Sinclairs,

The Sinclairs were a Norman family descended from Rollo the
Viking, a Norman Viking leader, who married Poppa of Bavaria, the great-
granddaughter of William of Gellone, and from whom were descended the
Dukes of Normandy. Rollo the Viking was the son of Rangvald the Wise,
Jarl of Orkney. Orkney consists of about two hundred small islands just north
of Caithness in northern Scotland. The islands were invaded by Vikings in
the ninth century AD, where they ruled as Jarls, and made the islands the
headquarters for their raiding expeditions.

Studies have discovered that the genetic component of the population
of Orkney is characterized by a type not found in other British samples, but
one in high frequency in Russia, Ukraine, Bohemia, and throughout Central
Asia, and rare in East Asia and Western Europe. According a study, titled The
Eurasian Heartland: A continental perspective on Y-chromosome diversity,
conducted by the National Academy of Sciences, the distribution of this gene
grouping is “...likely to represent traces of an ancient population migration
originating in southern Russia/Ukraine”, where it is found at a high frequency.'
In other words, this specific genetic type originated in Scythia.

The infusion of the racial component of these new invaders into the peoples
of Scotland resulted in a prevalence of the red hair which was characteristic of
the Scythians. Scotland has the highest proportion of redheads of any country
in the world, with around thirteen percent of the population having naturally red
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hair. A further forty percent of Scots carry the variant gene which results in red
hair. Ireland, as well, has the second highest population of naturally redheaded
people in the world, amounting to about ten percent of its inhabitants.

Ragnvald was the great-grandson of Halfdan the Old. According to
Snorri, Halfdan the Old was the most famous of all kings. Halfdan performed
a human sacrifice at the winter solstice, that he might live three hundred years.
Instead, however, he received the answer that he would not live more than
the normal span of a man’s life, but that for three hundred years all of his
descendants would achieve great repute.

Emma of Normandy, the daughter of Rollo’s great-grandson, Richard
Duke of Normandy, married Ethelred the Unready, the son and successor of
Edward the Elder. When England was invaded by Sven I of Denmark, Ethelred
was forced to flee from England to Normandy, to seek shelter with his brother-
in-law, Robert. Ethelred returned to England in only 1014 AD, after Sven
died, but he himself also died only two years later.

Ethelred the Unready was then succeeded by his son, Edmund II
Ironside. However, Canute the Great, the son of Sven and Gunhilda, the
daughter of Dubrawka and Mieszko I of Poland, enjoyed greater support from
the English nobility.> Nevertheless, Ethelred and Canute, negotiated a peace,
in which they agreed that upon either of their deaths, territories belonging to
the deceased would be ceded to the living.

When Edmund II died, Canute became King of England, Denmark
and Norway. To associate his line with the overthrown English dynasty,
and to insure himself against attack from Normandy, where Ethelred’s other
son, Edward the Confessor, and Alfred Atheling, remained in Exile, Canute
married Ethelred’s widow, Emma of Normandy. He then designated their
son Harthacanute as heir to the throne, in preference to his other son, Harold
Harefoot, an illegitimate child by Aelgifu of Northampton, a concubine.

In opposition to his brother, Harold proclaimed himself King of
England in 1037 AD, after the death of his father, and had Alfred Atheling
blinded and killed when they attempted to return to England. Harold himself
died in 1040 AD, and Harthacanute, who was just then preparing an invasion,
succeeded him to the throne. Harthacanute then invited his half-brother
Edward the Confessor back from Normandy, to become his co-ruler and heir.

Edward the Confessor then heard that another half-brother, Edward
the Exile, the son of Ethelred the Unready by another woman, was still alive,
he had him recalled to England and made him his Heir. When only a few
months old, Canute the Great had sent Edmund’s son, Edward the “Exile” to
be murdered in Denmark. Instead, however, he was secretely brought to Kiev,
and then made his way to Hungary. In Hungary, Edward the Exile married
Agatha of Bulgaria, the daughter of Gavril Radomir, son of Samuil of Bulgaria.
Agatha’s mother was Hercegno of Hungary, daughter of Geza and Adelaide,
daughter of Mieszko I and Dubrawka.*



However, Edward the Exile died shortly after his return, so Edward
made his great nephew Edgar Atheling his heir. But Edgar had no secure
following among the nobles. The resulting succession crisis opened the way
for the successful invasion by William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, the
son of Robert of Normandy. Though Edgar Atheling was elected king after
Harold’s death, he was brushed aside by William of Normandy, who would
use his relationship, as grandnephew of Ethelred the Unready, as the basis of
his claim to the throne, claiming that the childless Edward the Confessor had
chosen him his heir.

William further strengthened his claim by marrying, in 1053 AD,
Matilda of Flanders. Matilda was descended from Baldwin II of Flanders, of
the Guilhemids, who had married Ethelswith, the daughter of Alfred the Great.
Baldwin II was the son of Judith of England, the daughter of Charles the Bald
and Ermentrude of Orleans, herself the daughter of William of Gellone.> She
was first married to Ethelwulf before she married Baldwin’s II father, Baldwin I
Count of Flanders. Baldwin II’s grandson, Baldwin III Count of Flanders, was
married to Matilda of Billung, whose father, Herman Billung, was the brother to
Oda Billung, mother of Otto “the Illustrious”, Holy Roman Emperor. Matilda’s
grandfather, Baldwin IV Count of Flanders, married Otgive of Luxembourg,
daughter of Frederick of Luxembourg, brother of Saint Cunigunde.

Camelot

This marriage effected in Hungary came at a point when the numerous strains
of this dispersed bloodline were reconnected, just in time for the Crusades,
which brought into existence a number of organizations that incepted the
occult conspiracy in Europe. The daughter of Edward the Exile and Agatha
of Bulgaria was St. Margaret Queen of Scotland.® Thus, when she married
Malcolm III of Scotland, who was descended from Aidan, the father of
King Arthur, the joint Saxon and Khazar heritage was joined to the Scottish.
Malcolm and Margaret’s son became David I of Scotland, while David’s sister,
Editha, married Henry I King of England, the son of William the Conqueror.
It was their descendants, the Stuarts and Sinclairs, the purported Grail family,
who would figure centrally in coming developments.

One influencing factor in the rise of Arthurian legend among the Normans
was that William the Conqueror was also a descendant of the Bretons, who had
also supported William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings, providing a
large proportion of the knights. The Bretons had kept alive the legends of King
Arthur, brought with them when they fled Britain during the Saxon invasions
five centuries earlier. The reason being, as the authors of the Holy Blood Holy
Grail have shown, might have been that, in contrast to later Grail chroniclers,
Wolfram von Eschenbach, instead locating of Arthur in Britain, maintained
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that his court of Camelot was situated in France, quite specifically at Nantes in
Brittany. According to Wolfram, then, Arthur’s court is in Brittany.

Originally settled by Celtic tribes, Brittany was conquered by Julius
Caesar in 56 BC. Christianised in the third century, Brittany was successively
invaded by the Saxons, in the third century. In the fourth century, Romanized
Britons from across the English Channel started to settle, and at an increasing
rate as Roman troops began their withdrawal from Britain, having been
pushed by the raiding Anglo-Saxons. The immigrant Britons gave the region
its current name and contributed to the Breton language, a sister language to
Welsh language and Cornish.

During the ninth century AD, Brittany was severely affected by Viking
attacks, contributing to the nobility being fraught by dynastic disputes. The
authority of the reigning dukes suffered even further from the pressures of
resisting claims by both the dukes of Normandy and the counts of Anjou. This
process of fragmentation was halted and reversed from the eleventh century,
when intermarriage resulted in the ducal title vesting in one individual, Duke
Alain IV, and scion of a direct line of descent of kings of Brittany, and before
that, of Britain, descended from Llyr the Celtic Sea god, the father of Bran the
Arch Druid, who married Anna, the daughter of Joseph of Arimathea. Bran
and Anna had twelve sons, and it was Alain le Gros, their youngest son, who
became known as the Fisher King, and Keeper of the Grail.’

Alain IV Duke of Brittany married Ermengarde of Anjou, the daughter
of Fulk IV. The counts of Anjou were descended from Ingelger, Count of
Anjou, who was knighted by Louis, son of Charles the Bald, as the first lord of
Anjou. Ingelger was the father of Fulk I of Anjou, whose grandson, Geoffroi
I comte d’Anjou married Adelaide of Vermandois. The House of Vermandois
were Guilhemids, descended from from Guillaume’s daughter Cunigonde and
Bernard of Italy, grandson of Charlemagne. Their son was Fulk III Count of
Anjou, whose daughter, another Ermingarde, was the mother of Fulk I.

Ermengard had previously been married to William IX Duke of
Aquitaine, who lived from 1071 to 1112 AD. He was direct descendant
of Guillaume de Gellone. His granddaughter was Eleanore of Aquitaine.
Eleanor’s father was William X of Aquataine, and her mother, Philippa of
Toulouse. Eleanor inherited the Duchy of Aquitaine, and, marrying Louis VI,
the grandson of Philip I, became queen of France. However, Eleanor’s conduct
aroused Louis’s jealousy and marked the beginning of their estrangement.
Their marriage was finally annulled in 1152 AD.

Eleanor then married Henry II King of England. Fulk IV’s son, Fulk
V was the father of Geoffrey V Plantagenet, through whom were united the
Guilhemid, Norman, Saxon and Khazzarian lines, when he married Matilda,
the daughter of Henry I of England, and Editaha of Scotland. Their son was
Henry II, who became King of England in 1154 AD, and married Eleanore of
Aquitaine, the granddaughter of William IX of Aquitaine.



Thus, Henry II ranks as the first of the Plantagenet kings of England,
and through his marriage to Eleanor, established the Angevin Empire, as it is
called, that controlled adomain dwarfing the power of France, and incorporating
all of England, half of France, as well as Scotland and Ireland. Eleanore bore
him five sons and three daughters, one of whom was Richard I, “the Lion-
Hearted”, who succeeded his father as king of England, and under whom the
Angevin Empire attained its height.

The Cathars

Somehow, perhaps through these intermarriages, Paulician and Bogomil
influences ended up in in southern France, among the Guilhemids, where
they produced the heresy of the Cathars. Though, this heresy also received
influences from the Kabbalah, which was then flourishing in the region. It was
Eleanor’s grandfather, William IX of Aquitaine, who is recognized as the first
of the troubadours, part of a culture of “Courtly Love” that developed out of
the influence of Catharism, which flourished in the Languedoc, particularly the
regions of Toulouse and Aquitaine.

Essentially, the Cathars were Gnostic. The New Testament they
attributed to the benevolent God, but that the God of the Old was evil, equating
him with Satan. They believed also that the Christ who was born in the visible,
and terrestrial Bethlehem, and crucified in Jerusalem, was an evil man, and
that Mary Magdalene was his concubine. For the good Christ, as they claimed,
never ate, nor drank, and never assumed physical form, except spiritually in
the body of Paul. They also regarded the Church of Rome was a “den of
thieves”, and as the harlot of the Apocalypse.®

The Cathars also practiced vegetarianism and believed in a form
of reincarnation. Marriage was frowned upon, and they believed that those
who bore children could not be saved in this world. It was as a result of
this particular belief that the term “buggery” was introduced, since if they
were to give in to sexual temptation in this manner, it would at least ensure
that no children resulted. And, like the Gnostics before them, the Cathars
were accused of engaging in sexual orgies, sometimes involving incest, and
of practicing secret rituals in worship of the Devil, involving the sacrifice of
children and eating their flesh in cannibalistic rites.

The Crusades

Gershom Scholem, the foremost scholar of the subject, acknowledged that
Catharism was influenced by a Kabbalistic text known as the Sepher ha-
Bahir. The origin of the work is unknown. Though there had been important
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mystical developments leading up to that time, the teachings of the Rabbis
of the Languedoc region underwent a powerful transformation, due to the
infusion of a new mystical tradition, which the Bahir exemplified. Scholars
of the Kabbalah have been unable to account for the source of this tradition,
however, because it represented a form of classical Gnosticism of a kind that
had disappeared since the first centuries AD.

One possible avenue for the transmission of the Gnostic knowledge of
the Sepher ha-Babhir, corroborated by rumours familiar in the occult, is that the
infamous Knights Templar had undertaken excavations beneath the Temple
of Solomon in Jerusalem. Therefore, because of the special associations that
persisted between the Templars and the Cathars, as well as the leading families
of the Languedoc region, it would appear that the Crusades were instigated
deliberately to provide the Templars this very opportunity, because it was
likely known among them that such texts, or other treasures, still remained
buried beneath the Temple.

In March of 1095, ambassadors sent by Byzantine emperor Alexius I
called for help in defending his empire against the Seljuk Turks. Later that year,
at the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban II called upon all Christians to join a
war against the Turks, promising those who died in the endeavor immediate
remission of their sins. The first to respond, a ragtag band led by Peter the
Hermit, were known collectively as the People’s Crusade. However, lacking in
military discipline, and ill-equipped, they were massacred by the Seljuk Turks.

The venture that did succeed was the one led by the leading
representatives of the Guilhemids, known as the Princes’ Crusade. The son of
Alexius I Comnenus, John II Comnenus, married Piroska of Hungary. She was
the daughter of King Ladislau I of Hungary, the great-grandson of Michael,
brother of Geza, and Adelaide, the daughter of Mieszko I King of Poland.
John II’s son, Manuel I Comnenus, married Maria, the daughter of Raymond
of Antioch, the son of William IX “the Troubadour” of Aquitaine, and Mahaut
Countess of Toulouse.

The father of Mahaut, William IV of Toulouse, was the brother of
Raymond IV, leader of the First Crusade. His mother, Constance, Princess of
Antioch, was the daughter of Bohemund II, the grandson of Robert Guiscard,
and Alix Princess of Jerusalem, whose father, Baldwin II King of Jerusalem,
shared a grandfather with Godfroi de Bouillon, Manasses 1II. Raymond’s
mother, Almodie de la Marche, was a descendant of Gilbert de Rouergue, the
brother of Rabbi Makhir. His son Fredelon married Bertha of Autun, the sister
of William of Gellone. Their grandson son was Raymond I of Toulouse.’

Raymond was joined by Bohemond, the son of Robert Guiscard, who
was married to Constance of France, the daughter of Philip I King of France.
Philip I’s father was Henry I King of France. Henri married Anne of Kiev,
the daughter of Yaroslav I the Wise, one of numerous sons of Vladimir Grand
Duke of Kiev. Yaroslav’s mother was the famous Rogneda of Polotsk. It has
been speculated that her father Ragnvald, who came from Scandinavia, and



established himself at Polatsk in the mid-10th century, belonged to the Ynglings
royal family of Norway. In or about 980, Vladimir of Novgorod, on learning
that Rogneda was betrothed to his brother Yaropolk I of Kiev, took Polotsk and
forced Rogneda to marry him. Having raped Rogneda in the presence of her
parents, he ordered them to be killed, along with two of Rogneda’s brothers.
Rogneda gave him several children, among which was Yaroslav.'

Most importantly, Raymond and Bohemund were aided by Godfroi of
Bouillon, duke of Lorraine. Godfroi’s father, Eustace I, was descended Baldwin
I of Flanders, Alfred the Great, and from Siegried, the father of Cunigunde of
Luxemburg, whose wife was Hedwig of Nordgau, was the granddaughter of
Henry the Fowler. Siegfried’s mother was Cunigunde of Hainaut, the great-
granddaughter of Charles the Bald. Godfroi’s mother was Ida of Verdun, who
was descended on her father’s side from Hugh the Great, and Friedrich of
Upper and Lower Lorraine, the brother of Siegried of Moselgau. Ida’s mother
is descended from Hedwig’s sister, Albrada of Lorraine.

When the Princes’ Crusade succeed in capturing Jerusalem, in 1099
AD, Godfroi was offered the crown as “King of Jerusalem”. He refused, and
it was instead accepted by his brother, Baldwin.

The Templars

Then, in 1118 AD, the order of the Templars was founded in the conquered
city. The Templars, one of two of the principal order of crusading knight, along
with the Knights Hospitallers of St. John, are well recognized as the typical
image of the crusaders, with long white mantles, emblazoned with the equal
armed red cross “pattee.” Originally concerned with ensuring safe passage
of Christian pilgrims between the port of Jaffa and the city of Jerusalem, the
order was founded by a French nobleman, Hughes de Payens, and eight other
soldiers, who took the name, Poor Knights of the Temple, from Temple of
Solomon, from where they were first stationed.

The legend recounted in occult circles is that the Templars learned from
certain “initiates of the East”, a Jewish doctrine which was attributed to St. John
the Apostle.!! These Christians of St. John, known as Johannites, and reputed
to inhabit the “banks of the Euphrates”, are identified with the Mandeans or
the Sabians. The Templars were also reputed to have acquired such teachings
from the Assassins. The Hermeticism of the Sabians, also preserved by the
Ismailis of the Grand Lodge in Cairo, was thought to represent the preserved
Gnostic teachings of Hellenistic Alexandria.

Because the Mandeans revered John the Baptist as the prophet of the
ancient religion of Moses, Kurt Rudolph, noted scholar of Gnosticism, has pointed
out, “the attempt has been made to deduce from this that we have here historical
traditions of the disciples of the Baptist, but this cannot be proved up to now. It
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is more likely that the Mandeans took over legends of this kind from heretical
Christians, possible Gnostics, circles and shaped them according to their ideas.”'
The “Johannite” doctrine, derived originally from Talmudic or Kabbalistic sources,
taught that Jesus was the illegitimate son of Mary, who as a boy, was taken to
Egypt, where he was initiated into the secret doctrines of the priests of the Essenes,
and returned to Palestine to deceive the people with his magic."

According to Kabbalistic legend, it had also been in Egypt that Moses
was initiated, where he learned the highest mysteries, which he then passed on
to his brother Aaron and to the leaders of the Israelites. Jesus, therefore, was
then supposedly instructed in these traditions, at a school in Alexandria, in the
degrees of Egyptian initiation, giving rise to the legend that he had belonged to
the Essenes, by which he initiated or baptized his disciples in the manner of St.
John. It was from the Mandeans that the Templars appropriated the teaching that
Jesus was a false Messiah sent by the devil, for they had, as occultist Eliphas Levi
described, “two doctrines; one was concealed and reserved to the leaders, being
that of Johannism; the other was public, being Roman Catholic doctrine.”*

Therefore, contact with the Sabians or Assassins was one possible
avenue for the transmission of the Gnostic knowledge that went to form
the content of the Bahir. Nathaniel Deutsch, in The Gnostic Imagination:
Gnosticism, Mandaeism and Merkabah Mysticism, recognizes that:

At present, we must be satisfied with acknowledging the phenomenological
parallels between the Mandaean and Kabbalistic traditions, although we must
also seriously consider the possibility that both Mandaean and Kabbalistic
sources drew on a common pool of earlier (Jewish?) theosophic traditions."

The other possibility is that the Bahir was derived from text discovered
hidden beneath the Temple by the Templars. In fact, the Templars had long
been rumored to have discovered a “treasure”, while stationed in Jerusalem,
that made them phenomenally wealthy and powerful. And, in 1867, Captain
Wilson, Lieutenant Warren and a team of Royal Engineers found strong support
for these rumours. They had re-excavated the area and uncovered tunnels
extending vertically, for some 25 meters, before fanning out under the Dome of
the Rock, which is generally thought to be the site of King Solomon’s temple.
Crusader artifacts found in these tunnels attest to Templar involvement. More
recently, a team of Israeli archaeologists, intrigued by the Warren and Wilson
discovery, reinvestigated the passage and concluded that the Templars did in
fact excavate beneath the Temple.'®

The Templars may have discovered texts that had been hidden beneath
the site prior to its destruction by the Roman invasion in 70 AD, thus accounting
for the mysterious appearance of the Bahir, as it was described by the Kabbalists
as having reached them from Palestine, “in extremely mutilated form, as
remnants of scrolls, booklets and traditions.”!” Once in southern France, this
new mystical approach touched off not only a revolution in Jewish thinking,



producing what is now known as the Medieval Kabbalah, but contributed to
the Christian heresy of the Cathars, and from them the Templars.

The influence of the Bahir, through the Cathar culture of Courtly Love
entirely transformed the legend of King Arthur, known as the Matter of Britain,
makes its appearance in French literature, in the years following the Templar
discovery. The Templars then became the focus of the various Arthurian
romances, which gained popularity in the twelfth century. Arthur was said to
hold court at Camelot, and to have gathered the Knights of the Round Table,
including Lancelot, Gawain, Galahad, and others, who were descendants of
the Fisher Kings. These knights engaged in fabulous quests, most importantly,
the quest for the “Holy Grail”.

The Grail legends therefore refer cryptically to the Templar project in
the Holy Land. The Templars were the agents of the Guilhemids. And, it was
among the Jews of Narbonne that the Kabbalah underwent this transformation.
Narbonne had been the capital of Septimania, where Rabbi Makhirhad originally
been appointed “King of the Jews”, and taken the name of Thierry, and which
continued to be governed by his descendants, the Guilhemids. Scholem also
concludes, “whatever we know about the earliest Kabbalists and As Scholem
has pointed out, the Cathars agree with the Kabbalists on a number of points,
but that, “the question of a possible link between the crystallization of the
Kabbalah, as we find it in the redaction of the Bahir, and the Cathar movement
must also remain unresolved, at least for the moment. This connection is not

demonstrable, but the possibility cannot be excluded.”'®

Several thirteenth century Christian polemicists had reproached the
Cathars for their relations with Jews, and historian Paul Johnson notes that,
“the Church was by no means wide of the mark when it identified Jewish
influences in the Cathar movement...”' In Jewish Influences on Christian
Reform Movements, Louis I. Newman concludes:

.. that the powerful Jewish culture in Languedoc, which had acquired
sufficient strength to assume an aggressive, propagandist policy, created a
milieu wherefrom movements of religious independence arose readily and
spontaneously. Contact and association between Christian princes and their
Jewish officials and friends stimulated the state of mind which facilitated
the banishment of orthodoxy, the clearing away of the debris of Catholic
theology. Unwilling to receive Jewish thought, the princes and laity turned
towards Catharism, then being preached in their domains.*

Ultimately, the secret of the Holy Grail, as the authors of the Holy
Blood Holy Grail revealed, is that of a sacred lineage. Therefore, the authors
concluded, the Sangreal should be translated to mean, “Sang Real” or Royal
Blood”. The authors, like Dan Brown after him, erred in asserting descent from
Jesus and Mary Magdalene. Grail lore, like that of the Cathars, is Gnostic.
Rather, Mary Magdalene is an esoteric symbol, referring to the goddess, and
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the royal blood of the Grail is a Lucifarian bloodline, which stems from the
unholy conspiracy against the life of Jesus.

According to a anonymous Grail legend by the name of the Perlesvaus,
we find: “here is the story of thy descent; here begins the Book of the Sangreal.”
Theodoric was known as Aymery in the romances, and was the father of
Guillaume de Gellone, about whom there were at least six major epic poems
composed before the era of the crusades, including Willehalm, by Wolfram. In
a Wolfram poem, Perceval is the father of Lohengrin, the Knight Swan. One
day, in his castle Munsalvaesche, he hears a bell toll as a signal to come to the
aid of a damsel in distress. According to some sources, she was the duchess of
Bouillon, whom Lohengrin hastened to her rescue in a boat drawn by swans.
Having defeated her persecutor, he married the lady, though, requiring of her
that she not question about his ancestry. At last, wrought with curiosity, she
broke the vow, at which point Lohengrin was forced to leave. Though, he
left her with a child, according to various accounts, that was either father or
grandfather of Godfroi de Bouillon.

Baphomet

To deal with the Cathar heresy, at first, the Church tried conversion, by sending
a number of legates into the region of Toulouse. But the local nobles protected
the Cathars, and the Bishops of the district rejected the authority of the Pope’s
legates. Papal legate Peter of Castelnau, known for excommunicating the
noblemen who protected the Cathars, excommunicated Raymond VI, the Count
of Toulouse. Raymond VI was the great-grandson of Raymond I, who led the
First Crusade. Raymond I’s wife was Elvira of Castile and Leon, the daughter
of Zaida of Denia, an Ismaili of the Fatimids, who had married Alfonso VI “the
Brave” of Leon.?! Elvira had first married Roger II Guiscard. Raymond VI’s
mother was Constance Capet of Toulouse, the great-great-granddaughter of
Constance of Arles and Vienna.”> Raymond VI was himself married to Joan
Plantagenet, daughter of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry II King of England.

Peter of Castelnau was then murdered near Saint Gilles Abbey in
1208, on his way back to Rome. As a response, the Pope, in what is known as
the Albigensian Crusade, in reference to the Languedoc center at Albi, moved
in to extirpate the heresy. Finally, in 1229, the Pope established the Inquisition
to root out the Cathars, and in 1244, final defeat came upon the Cathars at their
famous stronghold of Montsegur, when more than 200 Cathar priests were
massacred by the Crusaders.

Ahalf-century later, the Templars would come under similar suspicions.
Though the Templars had grown very powerful, by 1291, Jerusalem fell to
Muslim leader Saladin, and nearly all of the Crusader holdings in Palestine
came into Arab control. The Templars established their new headquarters in



Cyprus, but with the loss of the Holy Land, the purpose of their existence
was lost. Suspicion about the order began to mount. The true allegiances
of the order were in doubt, as it became generally believed that the Templars
were engaged in forming secret pacts with the Muslims. This rumor seems to
have been confirmed when the Order entered into an alliance with the Amir
of Damascus against the Hospitallers of Knights of St. John. It is known
that there were frequent examples of the Templars forging alliances with the
Muslims, and that they had established contacts with the Ismaili Assassins in a
plot to gain control of Tyre.

Pope Clement V came under strong pressure from Philip IV the Fair
of France at this time, and in response, in November 1307, ordered the arrest
of the Templars in every country. King Philip had every Templar in France
arrested on Oct. 13 of that year. On March 22, 1312, the Templars’ property
throughout Europe was transferred to the Hospitalers, or confiscated by the
state. Many Templars were executed or imprisoned, and in 1314 the order’s
last grand master, Jacques de Molay, was burned at the stake.

The Templars were charged with practicing witchcraft, of denying the
tenets of the Christian faith, spitting or urinating on the cross during secret rites of
initiation, worshipping a skull or head called Baphomet in a dark cave, anointing
it with blood or the fat of anabaptized babies, worshipping the devil in the shape
of a black cat, and committing acts of sodomy and bestiality. Despite the fact
that a great number of the knights, including the Grand Master himself, Jacques
du Molay, confessed to most of these accusations, modern historians continue
to apologize for the Templars, instead accusing Phillip of political ambition or
greed in seizing the order’s property. However, those acts of which the Templars
were accused are typical of those that had been attributed in times past to the
Ancient Mysteries, Gnostics or the Sabians of Harran.

The Sinclairs

Nevertheless, despite their supposed persecution, the Templars were reputed
to have survived in Scotlland, where they were represented by the influential
family of the Sinclairs. Legend has it that, when the Templars came under
trial, their leader de Molay arranged for the Templar treasures to be removed
in a fleet of galleys from the port of La Rochelle. The majority of these
treasure ships sailed to Scotland. Templars have been suggested as the source
of mounted soldiers who assisted Robert the Bruce’s forces at the battle of
Bannockburn, as the Scots themselves did not have a mounted force.

The Templars had apparently chosen Scotland because they knew they
would be immune from attack from the Catholic Church there, because King
Robert the Bruce, and the whole Scottish nation, had been excommunicated
for taking up arms against King Edward II of England. The more likely
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reason, however, was that they ventured to Scotland to align themselves with
the bloodline that had just produced itself through the marriage of Margaret to
Agatha of Bulgaria and Malcolm III of Scotland.

The famous “Scottish Declaration of Independence”, which was
drawn up by Bernard de Linton, Chancellor of Scotland in the year 1320,
should prove of value. Preserved as it is in the Register House, Edinburgh,
this historic document bearing the seals of all the Scottish barons of the day
was signed by Robert the Bruce and addressed to Pope John XXII after he
attempted to secure Scottish submission to Edward II of England. It reads:

We know, Most Holy Father and Lord, and from the chronicles and books of
the ancients gather, that among other illustrious nations, ours, to wit the nation
of the Scots, has been distinguished by many honours; which, passing from
the greater Scythia through the Mediterranean Sea and Pillars of Hercules,
and sojourned in Spain among the most savage tribes through a long course
of time, could nowhere be subjugated by any people, however barbarous;
and coming thence one thousand two hundred years after the outgoing of
the people of Israel, they, by many victories and infinite toil, acquired for
themselves the possessions in the West which they now hold ... In their
Kingdom one hundred and thirteen kings of their own royal stock, no stranger
intervening, have reigned.”

The Templar force at the Battle of Bannockburn was led by Sir William
Sinclair, of a family who, say genetic researchers Elizabeth Hirschman and
Donald Panther-Yates, authors of a forthcoming book, When Scotland was
Jewish, were secret Jews, among the many Sephardic Jews from Spain and
southern France that entered Scotland from around 1100 AD onward. The first
group would have accompanied William the Conqueror and assisted in setting
up the civil administration in England. Some then made their way to Scotland,
around 1150, at the invitation of Malcolm III and his son David I1.**

The Sinclairs, like all Norman nobility, were also descended from the
Viking, Rollo Ragnvaldsson and Poppa of Bavaria. Charles the Simple, King
of France, met Rollo at the castle of St. Clair, and there made him Duke of
Normandy. The Sinclairs soon multiplied to such an extent that they could not
all stay at the castle of St. Clair, and were given various other castles around
France. However, they all went to England with the Conqueror. One Sinclair,
named William, did not like the Conqueror, his cousin, so with some other
discontented barons, he went to Scotland. William St. Clair, like William the
Conquerer, and Alain IV of Brittany, were descended from Conan I of Brittany.
The two Williams were the grandsons of Emma of Normandy’s brother,
Richard II “the Good” of Normandy, and Judith of Brittany, the daughter of
Conan I of Brittany and Ermangard of Anjou.”

It was William St. Clair, serving on a delegation for his father’s cousin,
King Edward the Confessor, who escorted his successor, Edward “the Exile”,



from Hungary back to England, after which his daughter Margaret later married
Malcolm III of Scotland. According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, in 1128,
soon after the Council of Troyes, Hugh de Payens, the Templars’ first Grand
Master, met with their son, King David I of Scotland. King David granted
Hugues and his knights the lands of Ballantradoch, by the Firth of Forth, but
now renamed Temple. King David later surrounded himself with Templars, and
appointed them as “the Guardians of his morals by day and night”.?

David married Maud of Northumberland, whose mother was Judith of
Lens, the daughter of Godfroi de Bouillon’s brother, Lambert II de Boulogne,
and Adeliza, the sister of William the Conqueror. Godfroi’s younger brother,
Eustace I1I, married David’s sister, Mary Scots. Their daughter, Mathilde married
Stephen I King of England, who was the son of Henry Count of Blois, and Adela
of Normandy, the daughter of William the Conqueror. Adela’s brother, Henry
I King of England, married David’s sister, Editha of Scotland. Their daughter,
Mathilda Empress of England, married Geoffrey V, Comte d’ Anjou, whose son
became Henry II King of England and married Eleanor of Aquitaine.

Robert the Bruce claimed the Scottish throne as a great-great-great-
great grandson of David. He was also a descendant of Robert the Brus II,
who married William St. Clair’s sister Agnes. Robert the Bruce was also the
grandson of Walter Stewart, 3 High Stewart of Scotland. Walter Stewart,
the sixth High Steward of Scotland, played an important part in the Battle of
Bannockburn. Walter Stewart then married Majory, daughter of Robert the
Bruce, and their son Robert II, eventually inherited the Scottish throne after
his uncle David II of Scotland died. From them were descended all subsequent
Stewart, or Stuart, kings of Scotland.

Before his death, Robert the Bruce had requested that his heart be
taken to Jersusalem, and buried in the Templar Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
The heart was taken by Sir William Sinclair, great-grandson of the first William
St. Clair, and Sir James Douglas, but the two never made it to the Holy Land,
having been killed in Spain in battle with the Muslims.”” His grandson, also
named William Sinclair, in the fifteenth century, became the third Earl of
Orkney, first Earl of Caithness, and High Chancellor of Scotland. William’s
mother was Jill Douglas, the great-granddaughter of James Douglas.?® James
Douglas’ mother was Elizabeth Stewart, the daughter of Alexander Stewart,
4th High Steward of Scotland.”

In 1441, King James II Stewart appointed William Sinclair to the
post of Hereditary Patron and Protector of Scottish Masons. These were
not Freemasons but working stone masons. It was not until well later that
“speculative” Masons joined the guilds, which came to be known as Freemason.
William Sinclair also designed the most sacred site in Freemasonry, Rosslyn
Chapel, a church in the village of Roslin, replete with occult symbolism, and
which has often been rumored to be the burial site of the Holy Grail, being the
remains of Mary Magdalene.

87



38

The myth of the family has recently been popularized by Dan Brown’s
The Da Vinci Code. It is at Rosslyn Chapel that Sophia, the protagonist of the
book, finds out about the pedigree of her parents, who, “incredibly, both had
been from Merovingian families — direct descendants of Mary Magdalene
and Jesus Christ. Sophie’s parents and ancestors, for protection, had changed

their family names of Plantard and Saint-Clair.”*

Dan Brown also divulges the ultimate secret of the Illuminati bloodline,
which is perceived to be red hair, which of course is at its highest concentration
in Scotlland. Red hair, having been introduced by their Scythian ancestors, is
believed to be its characteristic trait, a mark of their Luciferian nature. Not only
is Sophia a redhead, but Brown makes repeated references to the importance of
red hair, and carefully notes that Mary Magdalene was portrayed by Da Vinci as
having red hair, as a deliberate reference to her “sacred” heritage.

According to Dan Brown, Rosslyn takes its name from the rose,
which the traditional secret symbol of Mary Magdalene and the Holy Grail.
As Brown explains:

The chapel’s geographic coordinates fall precisely on the north-south meridian
that runs through Glastonbury. This longitudinal Rose Line is the traditional
marker of King Arthur’s Isle of Avalon and is considered the central pillar of
Britain’s sacred geometry. It is from this hallowed Rose Line that Rosslyn —
originally spelled Roslin— takes its name... or, as Grail academics preferred to
believe, from the “Line of Rose” — the ancestral lineage of Mary Magdalene.?!

There are hundreds of stone carvings in the walls and in the ceiling of
the Rosslyn Chapel, which represent biblical scenes, Masonic symbols, and
examples of Templar iconography. There are swords, compasses, trowels,
squares and mauls with images of the Solomon’s Temple. In addition to the
Jewish and occult symbolism, there are also some traces of Islam and pagan
serpents, dragons, and woodland trees. The fertility figure of the Green Man,
a European version of the dying-god Dionysus, is to be found everywhere on
the pillars and arches, together with fruits, herbs, leaves, spices, flowers, vines
and the plants of the garden paradise.



Chapter Temn: The Name of the Rose

The Jolly Roger

The remains of William St Clair, great-grandfather of the founder of Rosslyn
Chapel, are said to be buried in Rosslyn, in the style of the Templars, in a grave
marked by a skull and crossbones.! The skull and crossbones is the symbol
that marks the birth of a very important bloodline, that begins through the
intermarriage of Baldwin of Boullion with an Armenian princess, a lineage
that would provide all the leading families that governed the Holy Land for
two centuries, the House of Lusignan, and whose descendants would be at the
center of the War of the Roses. The rose, like the “rose-line” of Rosslyn, or the
rose cross of the Templars, contributed the significance to an alternative name
for the Illuminati, being the Order of the Rose.

The origin of the skull and crossbones symbol, also known as the Jolly
Roger, begins with the tale of Baldwin, brother to Godfroi of Bouillon, and
first Crusader King of Jerusalem. The story is first recounted by Walter Mapp,
in the twelfth century AD. Although the story at this time is not connected
with the Templar Knights, at the time of their trials 1307-1314, it was well
woven into the Templar legend. In fact it was called upon during the actual
trials of the Templars.

According to the legend, an anonymous “Lord of Sidon” was in love
with a “great lady of Maraclea [Marash in Cilician Armenia]”.? This “Lord of
Sidon” was Baldwin, and the Armenian princess, whom he married, was Arda of
Armenia. She belonged to the Rubinian Royal House of Armenia, founded by her
grandfather, Ruben of Cilicia. Ruben was descended from a daughter of I-Buzir
Khagan of the Khazars and Priset, who married Constantin II of Abkhazia.’
Armenia had became vulnerable to the Seljuk Turks, under Alp Arslan, in the
latter half of the eleventh century AD. To escape death or servitude Gagik II,
King of Armenia, and his son, named Ruben I, with some of his countrymen,
went into the gorges of the Taurus Mountains, and then into Tarsus of Cilicia,
where they were given shelter by the local Byzantine governor.

Baldwin, who along with the rest of the Crusaders, was passing through
Asia Minor, bound for Jerusalem, left the army, and was adopted by Thoros of

89



90

Edessa, Ruben’s grandson. Being enemies to both the Seljuk Turks, and the
Byzantines, the Armenians readily accepted the rule of Baldwin, who was made
ruler of the new crusader County of Edessa, when Thoros was assassinated. It
seems that, in general, the Armenians enjoyed the rule of Baldwin, and a number
of them fought alongside the crusaders. When Antioch was taken in 1097 AD,
Constantine, Thoros’ father, received from the crusaders the title of baron.

According to Walter Mapp, Baldwin’s wife died suddenly, and on the
night of her burial, he supposedly crept to her grave, dug up her body and
violated it. Then a voice from beyond ordered him to return nine months
later, when he would find a son. He returned at the appointed time, opened
the grave again, and found a head on the leg bones of the skeleton: a skull and
crossbones. The same voice then apparently commanded him to “guard it well,
for it would be the giver of all good things”, and so he carried it away with
him. It became his protecting genius, and he was able to defeat his enemies by
merely showing them the magic head.

In due course, it passed to the possession of the Templars, where, during
the trials, it came to be known as the Baphomet. The inquisitors would have
picked up on the fact that the woman of the story was Armenian by background.
This they would have connected with the Armenian Church and its Paulician
sects. The Paulicians and the Bogomils were equated with Catharism, which the
church had all but wiped out during the Albigensian Crusade.*

In 1113 AD, Baldwin then married Adelaide del Vasto. Under the
marriage agreement, if Baldwin and Adelaide had no children, the heir to the
kingdom of Jerusalem would be Roger II of Sicily, Adelaide’s son by her first
husband Roger I Guiscard. This Roger was to become the “Jolly Roger” of
history, having flown the skull and crossbones on his ships.” Roger married
Elvira, daughter of Alfonso VI of Castile and his Ismaili wife, Zaida.

The House of Lusignan

Within a century, the heirs of Rubenid dynasty were further rewarded by the
grant of a kingdom known as Cilicia or Lesser Armenia, to be held as a vassal
government of the Holy See and of Germany. This kingdom lasted till 1375
AD, when the Mamelukes of Egypt destroyed it.® During this time, continuing
intermarriage between the aristocracy Armenia and the Templars produced the
influential house of Lusignan, a family would come to dominate throughout the
remainder of the Crusaders’ occupation of the Holy Land, and whose lineage
would exercise a powerful influence in the development of the occult tradition
of the Middle Ages.

The lords of Lusignan were counts of La Marche. The province of
France called Marche was originally a small border district, partly of Limousin
and partly of Poitou. Marche first appeared as a separate fief about the middle



of the tenth century when William III, duke of Aquitaine, gave it to one of his
vassals named Boso, the great-grandson of Bernard Plantevelue, who had married
Constance of Arles and Vienna, himself the grandson of Guillaume de Gellone.’
In the twelfth century, the district passed to the family of Lusignan, in Poitou,
at that time a part of the French duchy of Aquitaine, held by Queen Eleanor of
England, her third son Richard, and her husband the English king Henry II.

The family derive their name from the Chéteau de Lusignan, near
Poitiers, a chateau-fort, is still the largest castle in France. It was named
Lusignan, because it was believed to have been built in single night, through
magical powers, by a female demon named Melusina. Also known as Melusine,
she was Melusinde, the daughter of Baldwin II. A Templar, Baldwin II married
Morfia of Armenia, the sister of Toros and granddaughter of Constantine
Rubenid. Baldwin II was on the First Crusade, with Geoffrey de Bouillon,
between August 1096 and July 1099. He was named count of Edessa by
Baldwin I, and later became king of Jerusalem in 1143.®

The story of Melusinde, became wrapped in legend, as recounted by
Jean d’Arras, in the Roman de Mélusine, written in the fourteenth century.
According to d’ Arras, the King of Albany, a meaning Scotland, went hunting
one day and came across a beautiful lady in the forest, named Pressyne. He
persuaded her to marry him and she agreed, but only on the promise that he
must not enter her chamber when she birthed or bathed her children. She
gave birth to triplets. When he violated this taboo, Pressyne left the kingdom,
together with her three daughters, and traveled to the lost Isle of Avalon.

On her fifteenth birthday, Melusina, the eldest, asked why they had
been taken to Avalon. Upon hearing of their father’s broken promise, she sought
revenge. She and her sisters captured Elynas and locked him in a mountain.
Pressyne became enraged, and Melusine was condemned to take the form of
a serpent from the waist down, until she should meet a man who would marry
her under the condition of never seeing her on a Saturday.

Melusina now went roaming through the world in search of the man
who was to deliver her. She passed through the Black Forest, and that of
Ardennes, and at last she arrived in the forest of Poitou. Just as her mother
had done, she laid a condition, that he must never enter her chamber on a
Saturday, an allusion to the witches Sabbath. He broke the promise and saw
her in the form of a part-woman part-serpent. She forgave him. Only when,
during a disagreement with her, he called her a “serpent” in front of his court,
did she assumed the form of a dragon, provided him with two magic rings and
flew off, never to return.’

Baldwin II had no male heirs but had already designated his daughter
Melisende to succeed him. He wanted to safeguard his daughter’s inheritance
by marrying her to a powerful lord, and so chose Fulk V of Anjou, after he had
been married to his first wife, through whom he fathered Georffrey Plantagenet.
Fulk V was also the brother of Ermengarde of Anjou, who married Alain IV
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of Brittany. Fulk V joined the crusade in 1120, and become a close friend of
the Knights Templar. After his return he began to subsidize the Templars, and
maintained two knights in the Holy Land for a year.

The son of Fulk V and Melusinde was Amalric I King of Jerusalem, who
married Agnes de Courtenay, Princess of Sidon, granddaughter of Templar,
Joscelin I, comte d’Edessa, and Beatrice Rupenid, daughter of Constantine I
Rupenid. Their daughter Sybilla, Queen of Jerusalem, married Guy de Lusignan.
The House of Lusignan were descended from Herbert of Thotiars, who lived
from 940 to 988 Ad. His great-grandson was Hugh V of Lusignan, who married
Almodie de la Marche. Almodie had also been married to Pons III Taillefer
Count of Toulouse, through whom she had two sons, Raymond IV of Toulouse,
and William IV of Toulouse, whose daughter Philippa married William IX the
Troubadour Duke of Aquitaine. Hugh V of Lusignan and Almodie de la Marche’s
grandson, Hugh VII of Lusignan, married Sarazin of Armenia. They had two
children, Aimee of Lusignan and Hugh VIII, a Templar Knight."

Hugh VIII “le Brun” Count of Lusignan was succeeded by three
sons, Hughes, Guy and Amalric of Lusignan, who arrived in Jerusalem in the
1170s. Guy became King of Jerusalem through his marriage to Sybilla. Guy
de Lusignan’s term as king is generally seen as a disaster. He was defeated by
Saladin at the Battle of Hattin in 1187, and was imprisoned in Damascus as
Saladin reconquered almost the entire kingdom. Upon his release, his claim to
the kingship was ignored, and when Sibylla died at the Siege of Acre in 1191, he
no longer had any legal right to it. Richard, now king of England and a leader
of the Third Crusade, supported Guy’s claim, but in the aftermath of the crusade
Conrad of Montferrat had the support of the majority of nobles.

Richard then had Conrad assassinated by a team of Ismaili Assassins."!
The heiress of Jerusalem was then Isabella of Jerusalem, Queen Sibylla’s half-
sister. Isabella was also the daughter of Almaric I King of Jerusalem, but from
Maria Komnena, the granddaughter of Alexius I Byzantine Emperor. Eight
days after the death of Conrad, she was married to Henry II of Champagne,
the son of Richard’s step-daughter, Marie de France, daughter of Eleanor of
Aquitaine and Louis VII King of France.

Instead, Richard sold Guy the island of Cyprus, which he had conquered
on his way to Acre. Guy thereby became the first Latin lord of Cyprus. Amalric
succeeded Guy in Cyprus, and also became King of Jerusalem in 1197. When
Henry IT de Champagne died in the same year, when a balcony or gave way and he
fell out of a window, Queen Isabella then married Almaric. Sybille, the daughter
of Isabella and Almaric, then married Leo II, the son of Stephen I of Armenia, the
nephew of Thoros.'? Their union began a series of reciprocal marriages as a result
of which the succession of Lesser Armenia actually passes to the Lusignan, which
lasted until 1375 AD, when the Mamelukes of Egypt destroyed it.



The Knight Hospitallers

Most occult histories focus on the history of the Templar, both because it marks
the birth of the occult tradition in the west, and because they are perceived as
martyrs in the battle of “liberty” against religion. While in actual fact, the
Templar holdings were handed over to their rivals, the Knights Hospitallers,
who were then became aligned to the House of Lusignan.

The male line of the Lusignans in the Levant died out in 1267 with
Hugh IT of Cyprus, Amalric’s great-grandson, though the male line continued in
France until 1307. At that point, Hugh of Antioch, whose maternal grandfather
had been Almaric’s son, Hugh I of Cyprus, took the name Lusignan, thus
founding the second House of Lusignan, and managed to succeed his deceased
cousin as Hugh III King of Cyprus.

Hugh III’s mother was the granddaughter of Amalric, and his father
was Henry I of Antioch. Henry I of Antioch was the grandson of Bohemund
III of Antioch, whose father was Raymond I of Poitiers, the son of William IX
the Troubadour of Aquitaine, and whose mother was Constance of Antioch,
daughter of Bohemond II Guiscard prince of Antioch, and Alix de Rethel,
another daughter of Baldwin II and Morphia of Armenia.

These new Lusignans remained in control of Cyprus until 1489. They
were rulers of Jerusalem, or more accurately, Acre, from 1268 until the fall
of the city in 1291. Also after 1291 the Lusignans continued to claim the
lost Jerusalem, and occasionally attempted to organize crusades to recapture
territory on the mainland. The Lusignans also intermarried with the royal
families of the Principality of Antioch and the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia.

Hugh III’s second son, Henri II recovered possession of Acre, and in
1286 was crowned king of Jerusalem at Tyre. The stronghold of Acre from
the time of its capture by Richard, to its final conquest by the Muslims, formed
for two hundred years the base of the crusading empire in Palestine. There
were headquartered both the orders of the Templars and of the Hospitallers.
In 1291, the Muslims attacked Acre with an army of 200,000 men. Of the
Templars, including their Grand Master, only ten escaped of five hundred
knights. Henry II, the patriarch, and the Grand Master of the Hospitallers, with
the few survivors, escaped back to Cyprus.

However, on their return to Cyprus, the Templars conspired to place
Henry II’s brother Almaric, Prince of Tyre, on the throne. Henry II was sent
in confinement in Armenia. But, it was at this time, in 1306, under pressure
from Phillip IV king of France, that the Pope summoned Jacques de Molay, the
Grand Master, from Cyprus to answer the charges of heresy. In 1308, Almaric
received letters from the Pope directing him to arrest all the Templars in Cyprus.
Their property was handed over to the Hospitallers, and after the assassination
of Almaric, they supported Henri II’s return to the throne of Cyprus.
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Therefore, the arrest of the Templars seems merely to have been a
pretext to transfer their property to the Hospitallers. The nobility of Europe had
been calling for a unification of the orders of the Templars and the Hospitallers,
but Jacques de Molay was resisting the move. Following the fall of Acre,
when Phillip IV of France was calling for a renewed Crusade, de Molay again
refused participation.

In 1309, after over two years of campaigning, the Hospitallers captured
the island of Rhodes, and were then known as the Knights of Rhodes. They
were eventually forced from there by the Ottoman Turks, and then settled in
Malta, after which they were renamed as the Knights of Malta.

The Order of the Garter

Again, in England, the property of the Templars was also transferred to the
Knights Hospitallers, by King Edward II, the son-in-law of Phillip IV of France.
Edward II was married to Phillip IV’s daughter, Isabella of France. But Edward
IT initially refused to implement the papal order enforced by his father-in-law.
Between October 13, 1307 and January 8, 1308, the Templars went unmolested
in England. During this period many fugitive Templars, seeking to escape torture
and execution, fled to apparent safety there. Although, after the intercession of
Pope Clement V, King Edward II ordered the seizure of members of the order
in England on January 8, 1308. Only handfuls of Templars were duly arrested
however. But most Templars in England, as well as elsewhere outside France,
altogether escaped arrest, let alone torture and execution."

As a result, the traditions of the Templars seems to have taken on a
new guise, under the Order of the Garter, founded by Edward II’s son, Edward
III King of England. Edward III’s sister, Joanna, married David II King of
Scotland, the son of Robert the Bruce. While, in exile in the French court, it
was David who created the The Guarde De Ecosse, derived from the Templar
faction known as Scots Guard who came to the aid of Robert the Bruce. As
the Scots Guard continued through the years, two of the prominent families
involved in its history were the Sinclairs and the Stuarts. In France, they
become the Personal Bodyguard to the French Kings, in perpetuity.'*

The inspiration of the Order of the Garter, founded in 1348, as ““a society,
fellowship and college of knights.” was the King Arthur and the Round Table.
Various legends have been described to explain the origin of the Order. The
most popular legend involves the “Countess of Salisbury”, possibly Edward’s
cousin, Joan of Kent. While the Countess was dancing with or near Edward at
Eltham Palace, her garter is said to have slipped from her leg to the floor. When
the surrounding courtiers snickered, the king supposedly picked it up and tied
it to his own leg, exclaiming Honi soit qui mal y pense, meaning “evil upon he
who thinks it”. This phrase has since become the motto of the Order.



As historian Margaret Murray pointed out, the garter is an emblem
of witchcraft. Garters are worn in various rituals and are also used as badges
of rank. The garter is considered the ancient emblem of the high priestess.
In some traditions, a high priestess who becomes Queen Witch over more
than one coven adds a silver buckle to her garter for each coven under her.
According to Murray:

The importance of the lace or string among the witches was very great as it was
the insignia of rank. The usual place to carry it on the person was round the
leg where it served as a garter. The beliefs of modern France give the clue as
to its importance. According to traditions still current, there is a fixed number
of witches in each canton, of whom the chief wears the garter in token of his
(or her) high position; the right of becoming chief is said to go by seniority. In
Haute Bretagne a man who makes a pact with the Devil has a red garter.'s

Murray believed that all the Plantagenets were witches. She said
Edward IIT founded two covens. As the story is to be understood, therefore,
Edward did not wish to have the people think that the Countess was a witch.
Edward III’s actions were to let Lady Salisbury know that her secret of her
witch-hood was safe with him, because he himself was a priest of a coven.

According to another legend about the Order, King Richard the
Lionhearted was inspired in the twelfth century by St George the Martyr, while
fighting in the Crusades, to tie garters around the legs of his knights, who
subsequently won the battle. King Edward III supposedly recalled the event
in the fourteenth century when he founded the Order.

St. George, the patron saint of England, Georgia and Moscow, is the
origin of the knightly tale of rescuing a maiden from a dragon. The traditional
account of St. George’s, a soldier of the Roman Empire who later became a
Christian martyr, is considered to have originated in the fourth century AD.
George was a Cappadocian, born in Cilicia, and his mother was from Lydda,
Palestine. According to the legend, a dragon was threatening a town in Libya,
and the people were forced to sacrifice their sheep to appease it. However, when
their sheep ran out, they starting sacrificing their children, chosen by means
of a lottery. Eventually, the kings daughter was chosen. Saint George, then a
knight errant, wounds the dragon with his lance. He then instructs the princess
to remove her girdle and to use it around the dragon’s neck. The princess then
leads the dragon back to the city, and Saint George tells the people he will kill
the dragon if the entire town will become Christians. The dragon is killed and the
townspeople are all baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Though recounted with a veneer of Christianity, the story of St. George
is obviously a cryptic occult tale. The legend is a Christian adaptation of the
typical dual of the Middle Eastern dying-god against the Sea-Dragon. The
Dragon is Baal, and the reference to child-sacrifices in the legend is an allusion
to the practice that was typical of his cult in ancient times. Historians note that
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the origin of the saint is Cappadocia, and is similar to the ancient god named
Sabazios. The rites of Dionysus were the same as those performed in honor of
Cybele in Asia Minor. Known as the Magna Mater, the Great Mother, Cybele,
was identified with Venus and worshipped as the goddess of fertility. Her consort
was Attis, known Adonis. Attis, named after the Phrygian name for goat,'®
became one with Dionysus-Sabazius, or assumed some of his characteristics.'”

The cult of St. George first reached England when the Templars, who
were introduced to the cult presumably through their contact with the Rupenids
of Armenian Cilicia, returned from the Holy Land in 1228. The battle flag of
the Templars, known as the Beauseant, in some versions had four quarters,
black and white, with a red cross patee in the center. Others, however, say
that the red cross had straight arms, like the St. George cross of England.'®
An account known as the Golden Legend, recounts that St. George appeared
during the First Crusade, with such a cross, emblazoned on his white armour,
as he led the liberation of Jerusalem from the Muslims."?

The War of the Roses

The symbolism of the Order of the Garter is closely connected with that of
the Rose, the most important symbol of the Illuminati bloodline. Another is
the lily. The second chapter of the Song of Solomon, the most important of
ancient Kabbalistic texts, begins with, “I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily
of the valleys.” Originally, the fleur-de lis was a common Jewish symbol. Not
only are lilies frequently mentioned in the Songs of David, but early Jewish
coinage also featured similar lilies.”® The great Kabbalistic book, the Zohar,
begins with an exposition of the mystical significance of the lily, which it
describes as being the symbol of the “Jewish congregation”.”” The fleur-de-
lis, a highly stylized depiction of the real flower, began to be adopted as the
heraldic symbol of the House of Capet and the kings of France with King
Philip L.

According to the Zohar, so too is the rose also a symbol of the “Jewish
Congregation”, who are in continuing “exile”, longing for redemption, like
a bride longing to return to her “beloved”. Basically, the Song of Songs is a
mystical allegory of the love between the dying-god and the goddess. Often
called the “Mystical Rose of Heaven”, the rose has symbolized the Virgin
Mary, who, esoterically, is understood to represent the goddess, or Venus. In
Grail lore, the rose is supposed to refer to Mary Magdalene, and is featured
throughout Rosslyn chapel. The rose was composed of five petals, to recall the
five-pointed star, or pentagram of Lucifer.

The rose then became a symbol of the ruling House of Plantagenet.
The Plantagenets ruled England from 1154 and Ireland from 1185. The primary
line of the dynasty is considered to have ended with the deposition of Richard



IT of England in 1399. Two secondary lines ruled from 1399 to 1485 as the
House of Lancaster and the House of York. The House of York was a dynasty
of English Kings descended from Richard, Duke of York. The symbol of the
House of York was the White Rose of York. And, the House of Lancaster,
whose symbol was the Red Rose, were opponents of the House of York in the
Wars of the Roses, an intermittent Civil war which affected England and Wales
during the fifteenth century.

The antagonism between the two houses started with the overthrow of
King Richard II by his cousin, Henry Bolingbroke, Duke of Lancaster, in 1399,
who was crowned as Henry IV. Henry V’s short reign was challenged by Richard,
Earl of Cambridge, a grandson of Edward III, but he was executed in 1415 for
treason. Henry V died in 1422, and Cambridge’s son, Richard, Duke of York,
grew up to challenge his successor, King Henry VI. Richard Duke of York was the
great-grandson of Edward III. He was also a member of the Order of the Garter.

In the person of Richard Duke of York, we have another example of
the pivotal conspiratorial role usually played by a figure in whom the various
branches of the bloodline, having been divergent for some time, are recombined.
Richard was created Earl of March by Henry VI King of England in 1425. The
Earls of March derived their titles from the French la Marche, and represented
the combined heritage of the House of Brittany and of Lusignan, helping to
explain his motivation behind his attempt to seize the crown.

The sister of Hughes VIII of Lusignan, Aimée, married vicomte
Guillaume de Thoiiars, whose mother was Agnes of Poitiers, the daughter of
William IX the Troubadour of Aquitaine. Their son was Guy de Thouars, who
married Constance Duchess of Brittany, daughter of Conan IV of Brittany,
great-grandson of Alain IV of Brittany, thus incorporating the line of Fisher
Kings. Alain IV himself married Ermisende of Anjou, the daughter of Fulk
IV of Anjou, after she had been married to William IX of Aquitaine. Alain
IV’s son, Conan III, married Matilda, illegitimate daughter of King Henry I of
England. Conan IV, his grandson, married Margaret of Huntington, was the
granddaughter of David I of Scotland.

Guy and Constance’s daughter, Alix de Thoiiars, was the mother of
Yolande de Penthi¢vre, who married Hugues XI “le Brun”, sire de Lusignan,
Comte de la Marche and Angouleme, also a Templar. Their son, Hughes XII
“le Brun”, was the father of Jeanne de Lusignan, who was the mother of Joan
of Geneville.”? Joan of Geneville married Roger Mortimer, first Earl of March,
regent of England during minority of Edward III, and usurper who had supplanted
Edward I1.# Mortimer was a founding member of the Order of the Garter.

Thus, by marrying Roger Mortimer, Joan of Geneville introduced the
bloodline of King Arthur, formerly exclusive to the royalty of Wales, into the
House of Plantagenet.** Their great-grandson, Edmund de Mortimer, Third
Earl of March, married Philippa Plantagenet, whose father was the second son
of Edward III king of England. Their grandchild, Anne de Mortimer, married
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Richard Earl of Cambridge, to father Richard Duke of York.*

Richard was the first to use the surname Plantagenet since Geoffrey
of Anjou, and did so to emphasize that his claim to the throne was stronger
than that of Henry VI. With King Henry’ VI’s insanity in 1452, Richard was
made Lord Protector, but had to give up this position with the King’s recovery
and the birth of his heir, Edward of Westminster. Richard gradually gathered
together his forces, however, and the civil wars known as the Wars of the
Roses eventually broke out in 1455.

The House of York was victorious over the Lancastrians, and though
Richard had been unable to seize the throne for himself, Parliament did agree
to the compromise of making him heir to the throne, in effect recognizing the
Yorkist claim to the throne as superior to the Lancastrian one. Meanwhile, the
Lancastrians, led by Henry’s wife, Margaret of Anjou, continued the war, during
which Richard was finally killed in 1460, along with his second son, Edmund,
Earl of Rutland. Nevertheless, Richard’s eldest son finally succeeded in putting
the Yorkist dynasty on the throne in 1461 as Edward IV of England.

Edward 1V, however, disappointed his allies when he married Elizabeth
of Woodyville. Again, in her we have an example of a conspiratorial attempt to
install a member of the bloodline. Elizabeth had insisted on marriage, which
took place secretly on May 1, 1464, at her family home, with only the bride’s
mother and two ladies in attendance. Thus, Elizabeth managed to reintroduce
the lost branch of the Lusignans and of Brittany into the Rose lineage. These
surviving lines of Lusignan, stemming from Alix of Thouars’ two children, and
the descendants of Almaric of Lusignan, culminated in the person of Pierre I
Count of St. Pol. Jean I, seigneur de Beaurevoir & de Richebourg, a descendant
of Alix’s son, John of Brittany, married Marguerite d’Enghien, comtesse de
Brienne, who was descended from Almaric of Lusignan.

Almaric of Lusignan had a son by another woman, before marrying
Isabeau Queen of Jerusalem, the daughter of Almaric King of Jerusalem, grandson
of Baldwin II and Morphia of Armenia. That son was Hughes I King of Cyprus,
who married Alix of Jerusalem, the daughter of Isabeau Queen of Jerusalem by
another man, Henri II “le Jeune”, comte Palatin de Champagne. The son of Jean
I Seigneur de Beaurevoir and Richebourg, and Margerite of countess of Brienne
was Pierre Count of St. Pol, the grandfather of Elizabeth Woodville.

With Edward’s sudden death in 1483, Elizabeth briefly became Queen
Mother, but on June 25, 1483, her marriage was declared null and void by
Parliament, and all her children were declared illegitimate. Edward’s brother,
Richard III, accepted the crown. Elizabeth Woodville was widely believed
to have been a witch, and Richard III tried to show there had never been any
valid marriage between Edward and Elizabeth, that it was result of love magic
perpetrated Elizabeth and her mother.

Elizabeth then conspired with Lancastrians, promising to marry her
eldest daughter, Elizabeth of York, to the Lancastrian claimant to the throne,



Henry Tudor, if he could supplant Richard. Henry Tudor, whose father, Edmund
Tudor, 1st Earl of Richmond, had been an illegitimate half-brother of Henry
VI. However, Henry’s claim to the throne was through his mother, Margaret
Beaufort, a descendant of Edward III, derived from John Beaufort, a grandson
of Edward III’s who was also the illegitimate son of John of Gaunt.

Henry Tudor’s forces defeated Richard’s in 1485 and Henry Tudor,
exactly thirtieth male-line descendant of King Arthur, became King Henry VII
of England. Elizabeth Woodville’s marriage to Edward IV was declared to
have been valid, and thus their children were once again legitimized. Henry
then strengthened his position by marrying Elizabeth of York, daughter of
Edward IV and the best surviving Yorkist claimant. Thus, both the Red Rose
of Lancaster and the White Rose of York were merged to a single ten-petaled
flower, to form the Tudor Rose, that symbolized the union of the two houses.
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