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ABSTRACT

This research aims to illustrate all disadvantages of military

service which applied on everyone who refuse the military service
such as torture, persecution, slavery domination, compel and

murder .

The research includes five chapters from the book entitled:

on civil disobedience and nonviolence by Leo Tolstoy.

Chapter One: talks about the refusal of individuals to talk military

service and problems which they are facing.

Chapter Two: deal with two wars which took place in the

Christendom. On is now concluded, whereas the other is going on;
the first was the Spanish- American war which vain, foolish and
cruel war. The other the Muslims-Christians war which is self-

sacrificing and holly.

Chapter Three: Talks about notes for officers and their duties like
“it 1s impossible but that offenses will come, but woe unto him

through whom they come™ .

Chapter Four: talks about notes for soldiers and their duties
like “a soldier must fulfill any order wants over of his superior

except an order against the Tsar.

Chapter Five: talks about patriotism and the military
alliances in Europe in order to dominate and colonialize other

countries.
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THE BEGINNING
OF THE END

Dragomiroof to which Tolstoy



During last year, in Holland, a young man named Vander
Veer was called on to enter the National Guard. To the summons
of the commander, Vander Veer answered in the following letter:-

“THOU SHALT DO NO MURDER”

To M. Herman Senders, Commandant of the National Guard
of the Middelburg district.

Dear Sir — Last week | received a document ordering me to
appear at the municipal office, to be, according to law, enlisted in
the National Guards. As you probably noticed, | did not appear,
and this letter is to inform you, plainly and without equivocation,
that | do not intend to appear before the commission. | know well
that | am taking a heavy responsibility, that you have the right to
punish me, and that you will not fail to use this right. But that does
not frighten me. Strong enough to outweigh the responsibility |
take.

I, who, if you please, am not a Christian, understand better
than most Christians the commandment which is put at the head of
this letter, the commandment which is rooted in human nature, in
the mind of man. When but a boy, | allowed myself to be taught
the trade of soldier, the art of killing; but now | renounce it. |
would not kill at the command of others, and thus have murder on
my conscience without any personal cause or reason whatever.

Can you mention anything more degrading to a human being
than carrying out such murder, such massacre? | am unable to Kill,
even to see an animal killed; therefore | became a vegetarian. And

now | am to be ordered to shoot men who have done me no harm;
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for I take it that it is not to shoot at leaves and branches of trees
that soldiers are taught to use guns.

But you will reply, perhaps, that the National Guard is
besides, and especially, to keep civic order.

M. commandant, if order really reigned in our society, if the
social organism were really healthy-in other words, if there were in
our social relations no crying abuses, if it were not established that
one man shall die of hunger while another gratifies his every whim
of luxury, then you would see me in the front ranks of the
defenders of this orderly state. But | flatly decline to help in
preserving the present so-called “social order.” Means: upholding
the rich against the poor toilers, who begin to perceive their rights.
Do we not know the role which the National Guard played in the
last strike at Rotterdam? For no reason, the Guard had to be on
duty hours and hours to watch over the property of the commercial
houses which were affected. Can you for a moment suppose that |
should shoot down working-people who are acting quite within
their rights? You cannot be so blind. Why then complicate the
question? Certainly, it is impossible for me to allow myself to be
molded into an obedient National Guardsman such as you want
and must have,

For all these reasons, but especially because | hate murder by
order, I refuse to serve as a National Guardsman, and ask you not
to send me either uniform or arms, because | have a fixed resolve
not to use them.- I greet you, M. Commandant, J. K. Van Der

Veer.
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This letter, in my opinion, has great importance. Refusals of
military service in Christian states began when in Christian states
military service appeared. Or rather when the states, the power of
which rests upon violence, laid claim to Christianity without
giving up violence. In truth, it cannot be otherwise. A Christian,
whose doctrine enjoins upon him humility, non-resistance to evil,
love to all (even to the most malicious), cannot be a soldier; that is,
he cannot join a class of men whose business is to kill their fellow-
men. Therefore it is that these Christians have always refused and
now refuse military service.

Bu of true Christians there have always been but few. Most
people in Christian countries count as Christians only those who
profess the doctrines of some church, which doctrines have
nothing in common, except the name, with true Christianity. That
occasionally one in tens of thousands of recruits should refuse t
serve did not trouble the hundreds of thousands, the millions, of
men who every year accepted military service.

Impossible that the whole enormous majority of Christians
who enter upon military service are wrong, and only the
exceptions, sometimes uneducated people, are right; while every
archbishop and man of learning thinks the service compatible with
Christianity. So think the majority, and, untroubled regarding
themselves as Christians, they enter the rank of murderers. But
now appears a man who, as he himself says, is not a Christian, and
who refuses military service, not from religious motives, but from

motives of the simplest kind, motives intelligible and common to
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all men, of whatever religion or nation, whether Catholic,
Mohammedan, Buddhist, Confucian, whether Spaniards or
Japanese.

Vander Veer refuses military service, not because he follows
the commandment, “Thou shalt do not murder,” not because he is
a Christian, but because he holds murder to be opposed to human
nature. He writes that he simply abhors all killing, and abhors it to
such a degree that he becomes a vegetarian just to avoid
participation in the killing of animals; and, above all, he says, he
refuses military service because he thinks “murder by order,” that
is, the obligation to kill those whom one is ordered to kill (which is
the real nature of military service), is incompatible with man’s
uprightness.

Alluding to the usual objection that if he refuse others will
follow his example, and the present social order will be destroyed,
he answers that he does not wish to preserve the present social
order, because it is bad, because in it the rich dominate the poor,
which ought not to be. So that, even if he had any other doubts as
to the propriety of serving or not serving, the one consideration
that in serving as a soldier he must, by carrying arms and
threatening to Kkill, support the oppressing rich against the
oppressed poor, would compel him to refuse military service.

If Vander Veer were to give as the reason for his refusal his
adherence to the Christian religion, those who now join the

military service could say, “We are no sectarians, and do not
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acknowledge Christianity; therefore we do not see the need to act
as you do.

But the reasons given by Van der Ver are so simple, clear,
and universal that it is impossible not to apply them each to his
own case. As things are, to deny the force of these reasons in one’s
own case, one must say:-

“I like killing, and am ready to kill, not only evil-disposed
people, but my own oppressed and unfortunate fellow-countrymen,
and | perceive nothing wrong in the promise to kill, at the order of
the first officer who comes across me, whomever he bids me kill.”

Here is a young man. In whatever surroundings, family,
creed, he has been brought up, he has been taught that he must be
good, that it is bad to strike and kill, not only men, but even
animals; he has been taught that a man must value his uprightness,
which uprightness consists in acting according to conscience. This
Is equally taught to the Confucian in China, the Shintoist in Japan,
the Buddhist, and the Mohammedan. Suddenly, after being taught
all this, he enters the military service, where he is required to do
the precise opposite of what he has been taught. He is told to fit
himself for wounding and killing, not animals, but men; he is told
to renounce his independence as a man, and obey, in the business
of murder, men whom he does not know, utter strangers to him.

To such a command, what right answer can a man of our day

make? Surely, only this, “I do not wish to, and I will not.”.
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Exactly this answer Van der Veer gives. And it is hard to
invent any reply to him and to those who, in a similar position, do
as he does.

One may not see this point, through attention not having been
called to it; one may not understand the import of an action, as
long as it remains unexplained. But once pointed out and
explained, one can no longer fail to see, or feign blindness to what
IS quite obvious.

There may still be found men who do not reflect upon their
action in entering military service, and men who want war with
foreign people, and men who would continue the oppression of the
laboring class, and even men who like murder for murder’s sake.
Such men can continue as soldiers; but even they cannot now fail
to know that there are others, the best men in the world-not only
among Christians, but among Mohnammedans, Buddhists,
Confucians —who look upon war and soldiers with aversion and
contempt, and whose number grows hourly. No arguments can talk
away this plain fact, that a man with any sense of his own dignity
cannot enslave himself to an unknown, or even a known, master
whose business is killing. Now just in this consists military
service, with all its compulsion of discipline.

“but consider the consequences to him who refuses,” | am
told. “It 1s all very well for you, an old man exempted from this
exaction, and safe by your position to preach martyrdom; but what
about those to whom you preach, and who, believing in you, refuse

to serve, and ruin their young lives?”.
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“But what can I do?” — | answer those who speak thus.
“Because I am old, must I therefore not point out the evil which |
clearly, unquestionably see, seeing it precisely because | am old
and have lived and thought for long ? Must a man who stands on
the far side of the river, beyond the reach of that ruffian whom he
sees compelling one man to murder another, not cry out to the
slayer, bidding him to refrain, for ruffian? Moreover, | by no
means see why the government, persecuting those who refuse
military service, does not turn its punishment upon me,
recognizing in me an instigator. I am not too old for persecution,
for any and all sorts of punishments, and my position is a
defenseless one. At all events, whether blamed and persecuted or
not, whether those who refuse military service are persecuted or
not, | whilst I live, will not cease from saying what | now say; for |
cannot refrain from acting according to my conscience.” Just in
this very thing is Christian truth powerful, irresistible; namely,
that, being the teaching of truth, in affecting men it is not to be
governed by outside considerations. Whether young or old,
whether persecuted or not, he who adopts the Christian, the true,
conception of life, cannot shrink from the claims of his conscience.
In this is the essence and peculiarity of Christianity, distinguishing
it from all other religious teachings, and in this is its
unconquerable power,

Vander Veer says h is not a Christian. But the motives of his
refusal and action are Christian. He refuses because he does not

wish to kill a brother man; he does not obey, because the
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commands of his conscience are more binding upon him than the
commands of men. Precisely on this account is Vander Veer’s
refusal so important, thereby he shows that Christianity is not a
sect or creed which some may profess and others reject; but that it
is naught else than a life’s following of that light of reason which
illumines all men. The merit of Christianity is not that it prescribes
to men such and such acts, but that it foresees and points out the
way by which all mankind must go and does go.

Those men who now behave rightly and reasonably do so,
not because they follow prescriptions of Christ, but because that
line of action which was pointed out eighteen hundred years ago
has now become identified with human conscience.

This is why | think the action and letter of VVander Veer are
of great import.

As a fire lit on a prairie or in a forest will not die out until it
has burned all that is dry and dead, and therefore combustible, so
the truth, once articulated in human utterance, will not cease its
work until all falsehood, appointed for destruction, surrounding
and hiding the truth on all sides as it does, is destroyed. The fire
smolders long; but as soon as it flashes into flame, all that can burn
burns quickly.

So with the truth, which takes long to reach a right
expression, but once that clear expression in word is given,
falsehood and wrong are soon to be destroyed. One of the partial
manifestations of Christianity-the idea that men can live without

the institution of slavery —although it had been included in the
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Christian concept, was clearly expressed, so it seems to me, only
by writers at the end of the eighteenth century. Up to that time, not
only the ancient pagans, as Plato and Aristotle, but even men near
to us in time, and Christians, could not imagine a human society
without slavery.

Thomas More could not imagine even a Utopia without
slavery. So also men of the beginning of this century could not
imagine the life of man without war. Only after the Napoleonic
war was the idea clearly expressed that man can live without war.
And now a hundred years have gone since the first clear
expression of the idea that mankind can live without slavery; and
there is no longer slavery in Christian nations. And there shall not
pass away another hundred years after the clear utterance of the
idea that mankind can live without war, before war shall cease to
be. Very likely some form of armed violence will remain, just as
wage-labor remains after the abolition of slavery; but, at least,
wars and armies will be abolished in the outrageous form, so
repugnant to reason and moral sense, in which they now exist.

Signs that this time is near are many. These signs are such as
the helpless position of governments, which more and more
increase their armaments; the multiplication of taxation and the
discontent of the nations; the extreme degree of efficiency with
which deadly weapons are constructed; the activity of congresses
and societies of peace; but above all, the refusals of individuals to
take military service. In these refusals is the key to the solution of

the question. You say that military service is necessary; that,
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without soldiers, disasters will happen to us. That may be; but,
holding the idea of right and wrong which is universal among men
today, yourselves include, | cannot kill men to order. So that if, as
you say, military service is essential-then arrange it in some way
not so contradictory to my, and your, conscience. But, until you
have so arranged it, do not claim from me what is against my
conscience, which | can by no means disobey.

Thus, inevitably, and very soon, must answer all honest and
reasonable men; not only the men of Christendom, but even
Mohammedans and the so-called heathen, the Brahamanists,
Buddhists, and Confucians. Maybe, by the power of inertia, the
soldiering trade will go on for some time to come; but even now
the question stands solved in the human conscience, and with
every day, every hour, more and more men come to the same
solution; and to stay the movement is, at this juncture, not possible.
Every recognition of a truth by man, or rather, every deliverance
from an error, as in the case of slavery before our eyes, is always
attained through a conflict between the awakening conscience and
the inertia of the old condition.

At first the inertia is so powerful; the conscience so weak that
the first attempt to escape from error is met only with
astonishment. The new truth seems madness. Is it proposed to live
without slavery? Then who will work? Is it proposed to live
without fighting? Then everybody will come and conquer us.

But the power of conscience grows, inertia weakens, and

astonishment is changing to sneers and contempt. “The Holy
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Scriptures acknowledges masters and slaves. These relations have
always been, and now come these wiseacres who want to change
the whole world;” so men spoke concerning slavery. “All the
scientists and philosophers recognize the lawfulness, and even
sacredness, of war; and are we immediately to believe that there is
no need of war?”

So men speak concerning war. But conscience continues to
grow and to become clear; the number increases of those who
recognize the new truth, and sneer and contempt give place to
subterfuge and trickery. Those who support the error make slow to
understand and admit the incongruity and cruelty of the practice
they defend, but think its abolition impossible just now, so
delaying its abolition indefinitely. “Who does not know that
slavery is an evil? But men are not yet ripe for freedom, and
liberation will produce horrible disasters” — men used to say
concerning slavery, forty years ago. “Who does not know that war
Is an evil? But while mankind is still so bestial, abolition of armies
will do more harm than good,” men say concerning war today.

Nevertheless, the idea is doing its work; it grows, it burns the
falsehood; and the time has come when the madness, the
uselessness, the harmfulness, and wickedness of the error are so
clear (as it happened in the sixties with slavery in Russia and
America) that even now it is impossible to justify it. Such is the
present position as to war. Just as, in the sixties, no attempts were
made to justify slavery, but only to maintain it; so today no man

attempts any longer to justify war and armies, but only tries, in
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silence, to use the inertia which still supports them, knowing very
well that this cruel and immoral organization for murder, which
seems so powerful, may at any moment crumble down, never more
to be raised.

Once a drop of water oozes through the dam, once a brick
falls out from a great building, once a mesh comes loose in the
strongest net- the dam bursts, the building falls, the net unweaves.
Such a drop, such a brick, such a loosed mesh, it seems to me, is
the refusal of VVander Veer, explained by reasons universal to all
mankind.

Upon this refusal of VVander Veer like refusals must follow
more and more often. As soon as these become numerous, the very
men (their name is legion) who the day before said, “It is
impossible to live without war,” will say at once that they have this
long time declared the madness and immorality of war, and they
will advise everybody to follow Vander Veer’s example. Then, of
wars and armies, as these are now, there will remain only the

recollection. And this time is coming.
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Two Wars

Christendom has recently been the scene of two wars. One is
now concluded, whereas the other still continues; but they were for
a time being carried on simultaneously, and the contrast they
present is very striking. The first-the Spanish-American war- was
an old, vain, foolish, and cruel war, inopportune, out-of-date,
barbarous, which sought by killing one set of people to solve the
question as to how and by whom another set of people ought to be
governed.

The other, which is still going on, and will end only when
there is an end of all war, is a new, self-sacrificing, holy war,
which was long ago proclaimed (as Victor Hugo expressed it at
one of the congresses) by the best and most advanced-Christian-
section of mankind against the other, the coarse and savage
section. This war has recently been carried on with especial vigor
and success by a handful of Christian people- the Dukhobors of the
Caucasus- against the powerful Russian government.

The other day | received a letter from a gentlemen in
Colorado-Jesse Goldwin-who asks me to send him “....a few
words or thoughts expressive of my feelings with regard to the
noble work of the American nation, and the heroism of its soldiers
and sailors.” This gentleman, together with an overwhelming
majority of the American people, feels perfectly confident that the
work of the Americans-the killing of several thousands of almost
unarmed men (for, in comparison with the equipment of the

Americans, the Spaniards were almost without arms) — was beyond
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doubt a “noble work;” and he regards the majority of those who,
after killing great numbers of their fellow-creatures, have remained
safe and sound, and have secured for themselves an advantageous
position, as heroes.

The Spanish-American War- leaving out of account the
atrocities committed by the Spaniards in Cuba, which served as a
pretext for it-is very like his: An old man, infirm and childish,
brought up in the traditions of a false honor, challenges, for the
settlement of some misunderstanding, a young man, in full
possession of his powers, to a boxing-match. And the young man,
who, from his antecedents and professed sentiments, ought to be
immeasurably above such a settlement of the question, accepts the
challenge. Armed with a club, he then throws himself upon this
infirm and childish old man, knocks out his teeth, breaks his ribs,
and afterward enthusiastically relates his great deeds to a large
audience of young men like himself, who rejoice and praise the
hero who has thus maimed the old man.

Such is the nature of the first war, which is occupying the
attention of the whole Christian world. Of the other no one speaks;
hardly anyone knows about it.

This second war may be described as follows: The people of
every nation are being deluded by their rulers, who say to them,
“You, who are governed by us, are all in danger of being
conquered by other nations; we are watching over your welfare
and safety, and consequently we demand of you annually some

millions of rubles-the fruit of your labor-to be used by us in the
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acquisition of arms, cannon, powder, and ships for your defence;
we also demand that you yourselves shall enter institutions,
organized by us, where you will become senseless shall enter
institutions, organized by us, where you will become senseless
particles of a huge machine-the army- which will be under our
absolute control. On entering this army you will cease to be men
with wills of your own; you will simply do what we require of you.
But what we wish, above all else, is to exercise dominion; the
means by which we dominate is killing, therefore we will instruct
you to kill.”

Notwithstanding the obvious absurdity of the assertion that
people are in danger of being attacked by the government of other
states, who, in their turn, affirm that they- in spite of all their desire
for peace-find themselves in precisely the same danger;
notwithstanding the humiliation of that slavery to which men
subject themselves by entering the army; notwithstanding the
cruelty of the work to which they are summoned-men nevertheless
submit to this fraud, give their money to be used for their own
subjugation, and themselves help to enslave others.

But now there come people who say: “What you tell us about
the danger threatening us, and about your anxiety to guard us
against it, is a fraud. All the states are assuring us that they desire
peace, and yet at the same time all are arming themselves against
the others. Moreover, according to that law, which you yourselves
recognize, all men are brothers, and it makes no difference whether

one belongs to this state or to that; therefore the idea of our being
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attacked by other nations, with which you try to frighten us, has no
terrors for us; we regard it as a matter of no importance. The
essential thing, however, is that the law given to us by God and
recognized even by you who are requiring us to participate in
killing, distinctly forbids, not killing only, but also every kind of
violence. Therefore we cannot, and will not, take part in your
preparations for murder, we will give no money for the purpose,
and we will not attend the meetings arranged by you with the
object of perverting men’s minds and consciences, and
transforming them into instruments of violence, obedient to any
bad man who may choose to make use of them.”

This constitutes the second war. It has long been carried on
by the best men of the world against the representatives of brute
force, and has of late flamed up with special intensity between the
Dukhobors and the Russian government. The Russian government
has made use of all the weapons it had at command- police
measures for making arrests, for prohibiting people moving from
place to place, for forbidding all intercourse with one another, the
interception of letters, espionage, the prohibition to publish in the
newspapers information about anything concerning the
Dukhobors, calumnies of them printed in the papers, bribery,
flogging, imprisonment, and the ruin of families.

The Dukhobors have, on their part, employed their one
religious weapon, viz., gentle intelligence and patient firmness;
and they say: “One must not obey man rather than God. Therefore,

whatever you may do to us, we cannot and will not obey you.”
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Men praise the heroes of the savage Spanish-American war,
who, in their desire to distinguish themselves before the world, and
to gain reward and fame, have slain great numbers of men, or have
died while engaged in killing their fellow-creatures. But no one
speaks or even knows about the heroes of the war against war,
who-unseen and unheard-have died and are now dying under the
rod, in foul prison cells or in painful exile, and who, nevertheless,
to their last breath, stand firm by goodness and truth.

| know dozens of these martyrs who have already died, and
hundreds more who, scattered all over the world, are still suffering
martyrdom for the truth.

| knew Drozhin, a peasant teacher, who was tortured to death
in a penal battalion; | knew another, Izumtchenko (a friend of
Drozhin), who, after being kept for some time in a penal battalion,
was banished to the other end of the world. | knew Olkhovikof, a
peasant who refused military service, and was consequently sent to
a penal battalion, and then, while on board a steamer which was
transporting him into exile, converted Sereda, the soldier who had
him in charge. Sereda, understanding what Olkhovikof said to him
as to the sinfulness of military service, went to his superiors and
said, like the ancient martyrs; “I do not wish to be among the
torturers; let me join the martyrs.” And forthwith they began to
torture him, sent him to a penal battalion, and afterwards exiled
him to the province of Yakutsk. I knew dozens of Dukhobors, of
whom many have died or become blind, and yet they would not

yield to demands which are contrary to the divine law.
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The other day | read a letter from a young Dukhobor, who
has been sent alone to a regiment stationed in Samarkand. Again,
those same demands on the part of the officers, the same
persuasion from the chaplain, the same threats and entreaties, and
always the same simple and irresistible replies:

“I cannot do what is opposed to my belief in God.”

“Then we will torture you to death.”

“That 1s your business. You do your work and I will do

mine.”

And this youth of twenty, forsaken of all, in a strange place,
surrounded by men who are hostile to him, amid the rich, the
powerful, and the educated, who are concentrating all their
energies on the task of bringing him to subjection, does not submit,
but still perseveres in his heroic deed.

But men say: “These are useless victims; these people perish,
but the order of life will remain the same.” This, I believe, is just
what was said with regard to the sacrifice of Christ, as well as of
all the other martyrs to truth. The men of our time, especially the
learned, have grown so coarse that they, owing to their coarseness,
are even unable to understand the significance and effect of
spiritual force. A shell with 250 pubs of dynamite, fired at a crowd
of living men-this they understand and recognize as a force; but
thought, truth, which has been realized and practiced in the life,
even to martyrdom, which has now become accessible to millions-
this, according to their conception, is not a force because it makes

no noise, and one cannot see broken bones and pools of blood.

)27(



Learned men (true, it is those whose learning is misdirected) are
using all the power of erudition to prove that mankind lives like a
herd of cattle, that man is guided by economic considerations
alone, and that his intellect is given him merely for amusement.
But governments well know what it is that rules the world,
consequently-guided by the instinct of self-preservation- they are
undoubtedly chiefly concerned about the manifestation of spiritual
forces, upon which forces depend their existence or their ruin.

And this is precisely the reason why all the energies of the
Russian government were, and still continue to be, exerted to
render the Dukhobors harmless, to isolate them, to banish them
beyond the frontier.

Notwithstanding all these efforts, however, the struggle of
the Dukhobors has opened the eyes of millions.

| know hundreds of military men, old and young, who, owing
to the persecution of the gentle, industrious Dukhobors, have
begun to have doubts as to the legality of their occupation. | know
people who have, for the first time, begun to meditate on life and
the meaning of Christianity only after seeing or hearing about the
life of these people, and the persecutions to which they have been
subjected.

And the government that is tyrannizing over millions of
people knows this, and feels that it has been struck to the very
heart.

Such is the nature of the second war which is being waged in

our times, and such are its consequences. And not to the Russian
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government alone are these consequences of importance; every
government founded upon violence and upheld by armies is
wounded in the same way by this weapon. Christ said, “I have
conquered the world.” And indeed, He has conquered the world, 1f
men would but learn to believe in the strength of the weapon given
by Him.

And this weapon is the obedience of every man to his own
reason and conscience. This, indeed, is so simple, so indubitable,
and binding upon every man. “You wish to make me a participator
in murder; you demand of me money for the preparation of
weapons; and want me to take part in the organized assembly of
murderers,” says the reasonable man-he who has neither sold nor
obscured his conscience. “But I profess that law- the same that is
also professed by you- which long ago forbade not murder only,
but all hostility, also, and therefore I cannot obey you.”

And it is just by this simple means, and by it alone, that the

world is being conquered.
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Notes for officers

“It is impossible but that offenses
will come, but woe unto him

through whom they come”

LUKE xvii. 1,2.

In all Russian barracks there hang, nailed to the wall, the so-called
“ Notes for Soldiers” composed by General Dragomiroff. These
notes are a collection of stupidly braggart sentences intermixed
with blasphemous citations from the Gospels, and written in an
artificial barrack slang, which is, in reality, quite strange to every
soldier. The Gospel citations are quoted in order to corroborate the
statements that soldiers should kill and tear with their teeth the
enemy: “If your bayonet breaks, strike with your fists; if your fists
give way, bite with your teeth.” The notes conclude with the
statement that God is the soldier’s General: “God is your General.”
Nothing illustrates more convincingly than these notes that
terrible degree of unenmlightenment, servile submissiveness, and
brutality which Russian men have attained to at present. Since this
most horrible blasphemy appeared and was first hung up in all the
barracks (a considerable time ago), not one commander, nor priest-
whom this distortion of the meaning of the Gospel texts would
seem to concern directly-has expressed any condemnation of this
obnoxious work and it continues to be published in millions of
copies and to be read by millions of soldiers who accept this

dreadful production as guide to their conduct.

)30(



These notes revolted me long ago, and now, being afraid |
may otherwise miss the opportunity of doing so before my death, |
have now written an appeal to soldiers, in which | have endeavored
to remind them that as men and Christians they have quite other
duties toward God than those put forward in the notes. And a
similar reminder is required, | think not only by soldiers, but still
more so by officers (by “officers” I mean all military authorities,
from Subalterns to Generals), who enter the military service or
continue in it, not by compulsion as privates do, but by their own
free will. 1t was pardonable a hundred or fifty years ago, when war
was regarded as an inevitable condition of the life of nations, when
the men of the country with whom one was at war were regarded
as barbarians, without religion, and evil-doers, and when it did not
enter the mind of military men that they were required for the
suppression and “pacification” of one’s own people — it was
pardonable then to put on a multi-colored uniform trimmed with
gold braid and to saunter about with a clashing sword and jingling
spurs, or to caracole in front of one’s regiment, imagining oneself
a hero, who, if he has not yet sacrificed his life for the defense of
his fatherland, is nevertheless ready to do so. But at the present
time, when frequent international communications, commercial,
social, scientific, artistic, have so brought nations in touch with
one another that any contemporary international war is like a
dispute in a family, and breaks the most sacred human ties-when
hundreds of peace societies and thousands of articles, not only in

special but also in the ordinary newspapers, unceasingly
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demonstrate from every side the senselessness of militarism, and
the possibility, even necessity, of abolishing war-at the present
time, when, above all, the military are more and more often called
out, not against foreign foes to repel invasions, or for the
aggrandizement of the glory and power of their country, but
against unarmed factory workmen or peasants-at the present time
to caracole on one’s little horse in one’s little embroidered uniform
and to advance dashingly at the head of one’s company, is no
longer a silly, pardonable piece of vanity as it was before, but
something quite different.

In past times, in the days say of Nicholas I, (1825-1855), it
entered into no one’s head that troops are necessary chiefly to
shoot at unarmed populaces. But at present troops are permanently
stationed in every large town and manufacturing centre for the
purpose of being ready to disperse gatherings of workmen; and
seldom a month passes without soldiers being called out of their
barracks with ball cartridges and hidden in secret places in
readiness to shoot the populace down at any movement.

The use of troops against the people has become indeed not
only customary- they are mobilized in advance to be in readiness
for this very purpose; and the Governments do not conceal the fact
that the distribution of recruits in the various regiments is
intentionally conducted in such a way that the men are never
drafted into a regiment stationed in the place from which they are
drawn. This is done for the purpose of avoiding the possibility of

soldiers having to shoot at their own relations.
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The German Emperor, at every fresh call for recruits, has
openly declared and still declares that soldiers who have been
sworn in belong to him, body and soul; that they have only one
foe-his foe; and that this foe are the Socialists (that is, workmen),
whom the soldiers must, if he bids them, shoot down
(niederschiessen), even if they should be their own brothers or
even parents.

In past times, moreover, if the troops were used against the
people, those against whom they were used were, or at all events
were supposed to be, evil-doers, ready to kill and ruin the peaceful
inhabitants, and whom therefore it might be supposed to be
necessary to destroy for the general good. But at present every one
knows that those against whom troops are called out are for the
most part peaceful, industrious men, who merely desire to profit
unhindered by the fruits of their labors. So that the principal
permanent function of the troops in our time no longer consists in
an imaginary defense against irreligious and in general external
foes, and not against internal foes in the persons of riotous evil-
doers, but in killing one’s own unarmed brothers, who are by no
means evil-doers, but peaceful, industrious men whose only desire
IS that they shall not be deprived of their earnings. So that military
service at the present time, when its chief object is, by murder and
the threat of murder, to keep enslaved men in those unjust
conditions in which they are placed, is not only not a noble but a
positively dastardly undertaking. And therefore it is indispensable

that officers who serve at the present time should consider whom
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they serve, and ask themselves whether what they are doing is
good or evil.

| know that there are many officers, especially of the higher
grades, who by various arguments on the themes of orthodoxy,
autocracy, integrity of the State, eternal inevitableness of war,
necessity of order, inconsistency of socialistic ravings, and soon,
try to prove to themselves that their activity is rational and useful,
and contains nothing immoral. But in the depths of their soul they
themselves do not Dbelieve in what they say, and the more
intelligent and the older they become the less they believe.

| remember how joyously | was struck by a friend and old
comrade of mine, a very ambitious man, who had dedicated his
whole life to military service, and had attained the highest honors
and grades (General Aide-de-Camp and Major-General), when he
told me that he had burnt his “Memoirs” of the wars in which he
had participated because he had changed his view of the military
activity, and now regarded every war s an evil deed, which should
not be encouraged by participation, but, on the contrary, should be
discredited in every way. Many officers think the same, although
they do not say so while they serve. And indeed no thoughtful
officer can think otherwise. Why, one has only to recall to mind
what forms the occupation of all officers, from the lowest to the
highest- to the Commandant of an Army Corps. From the
beginning to the end of their service- | am alluding to officers in
the active service- their activity, with the exception of the few and

short periods when they go to war and are occupied with actual
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murder, consists in the attainment of two aims: in teaching soldiers
the best methods of killing men, and in accustoming them to an
obedience which enables them to do mechanically, without
argument, everything their commander orders. In olden times it
used to be said, “Flog two to death, and train one,” and so they did.
If at principle nevertheless is the same. One cannot reduce men
into that state, not of animals but of machines, in which they will
commit the deed most repulsive to the nature of man and to the
faith he professes, namely, murder, at the bidding of any
commander- unless not only artful frauds but also the most cruel
violence have been perpetrated on them. And so it is in practice.

Not long ago a great sensation was created in the French
press by the disclosure by a journalist of those awful tortures to
which soldiers in the Disciplinary Battalions are submitted on the
Island of Obrou, six hours; distance from Paris. The men punished
have their hands and feet tied together behind their back and are
then thrown to the ground; instruments are fixed on their thumbs
while their hands are twisted behind their backs, and screwed up so
that every movement produces a dreadful pain; they are hung with
their legs upward; and so forth.

When we see trained animals accomplishing things contrary
to nature: dogs walking on their forelegs, elephants rolling barrels,
tigers playing with lions, and so on, we know that all this has been
attained by the torments of hunger, whip, and red-hot iron. And
when we see men in uniforms with rifles standing motionless, or

performing all together with the same movement-running,
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jumping, shooting, shouting, and so on —in general, producing
those fine reviews and maneuvers which emperors and kings so
admire and show off one before the other, we know the same. One
cannot cauterize out of a man all that is human and reduce him to
the state of a machine without torturing him, and torturing not in a
simple way but in the most refined, cruel way-at one and the same
time torturing and deceiving him.

And all this is done by you officers. In this all your service
consists, from the highest grade to the lowest, with the exception
of those rare occasions when you participate in real war.

A youth transported from his family to the other end of the
world comes to you, after having been taught that deceptive oath
forbidden by the Gospel which he has taken irretrievably binds
him- as a cock when laid on the floor with a line drawn over its
nose and along the floor thinks that it is bound by that line- he
comes to you with complete submissiveness and the hope that you
his elders, men more intelligent and learned than he, will teach him
all that is good. And you, in-stead of freeing him from those
superstitions which he has brought with him, inoculate him with
new, most senseless, coarse, and pernicious superstitions: about
the sanctity of the banner, the almost divine position of the Tsar,
the duty of absolute obedience to the authorities. And when with
the help of the methods for stultifying men which are elaborated in
your organization you reduce him to a position worse than animal,
to a position where he is ready to kill every one he is ordered to

Kill, even his unarmed brothers, you exhibit him with pride to your
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superiors, and receive in return their thanks and re-wards. It is
terrible to be a murderer oneself, but by cunning and cruel methods
to reduce one’s confiding brothers to this state is the most terrible
crime of all. And this you accomplish, and in this consists the
whole of your service.

It is therefore not astounding that amongst you more than
amongst any other class everything which will stifle conscience
flourishes: smoking, cards, drunkenness, depravity; and those
suicides occur amongst you more frequently than anywhere else.

“It 1s impossible but that offenses will come, but woe unto
him through whom they come.”

You often say that you serve because if you did not the
existing order would be destroyed and disturbances and every kind
of calamities would occur.

But firstly, it is not true that you are concerned with the
maintenance of the existing order: you are concerned only with
your own advantages.

Secondly, even if your abstinence from military service did
destroy the existing order, this would in no way prove that you
should continue to do what is wrong, but only that the order which
Is being destroyed by your abstinence should be destroyed. Were
establishments of the most useful kind-hospitals, schools, homes,
to depend for their support on the profits from houses of ill-fame,
no consideration of the good produced by these philanthropic
establishments would retain in her position the woman who

desired to free herself from her shameful trade.
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“It is not my fault,” the woman would say, “that you have
founded your philanthropic institutions on vice. | no longer wish to
live in vice. As to your institutions, they do not concern me.” And
so should every soldier say if the necessity of maintaining the
existing order founded on his readiness to murder were put before
him. “Organize the general order in a way that will not require
murder,” the soldier should say. “And then I shall not destroy it. I
only do not wish to and cannot be a murderer.”

Many of you say also: “I was educated thus. | am tied by my
position, and cannot escape.” But this also is not true.

You can always escape from your position. If, however, you
do not, it is only because you prefer to live and act against your
conscience rather than lose certain worldly advantages which your
dishonest service affords. Only forget that you are an officer and
recall to mind that you are a man, and the way of escape from your
position will immediately disclose itself to you. This way of
escape in its best and most honest form would consist in your
calling together the men of whom you are in command, stepping in
front, and asking their pardon for all the evil you have done them
by deception-and then cease to serve in the army. Such an action
seems very bold, demanding great courage, whereas in reality
much less courage is required for such an action than to storm a
fortification or to challenge a man to a duel for an insult to the
uniform-which you as a soldier are always ready to do, and do.

But even without being capable of acting thus you can

always, if you have understood the criminality of military service,
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leave it and give preference to any other activity though less
advantageous.

But if you cannot do even this, then the solution for you of
the question whether you will continue to serve or not will be
postponed to that time-and this will soon appear for each armed
crowd of peasants or factory workers, and be ordered to shoot at
them. And then, if anything human remains in you, you will have
to refuse to obey, and, as a result, to leave the service.

| know that there are still many officers, from the highest to
the lowest ranks, who are so unenlightened or hypnotized that they
do not see the necessity of either the one, the other, or the third
solution, and quietly continue to serve even in the present
conditions, ready to shoot at their brothers and even priding
themselves upon this; but happily public opinion punishes such
people with more and more repulsion and disapproval, and their
number continually becomes smaller and smaller.

So that in our time, when the fratricidal function of the army
has become evident, officers not only can no longer continue in the
ancient traditions of military self-complacent bravado-they cannot
continue the criminal work of teaching murder to simple men
confiding in them, and themselves to prepare for participation in
murdering unarmed populaces, without the consciousness of their
human degradation and shame.

It is this which should be understood and remembered by

every thinking and conscientious officer of our time.
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NOTES FOR SOLDIERS
“Be not afraid of them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body.” —
Matt. X. 28. “We must obey God rather than
men.” - Acts v.29.

You are a soldier. You have been taught to shoot, to stab, to
march, to do gymnastics. You have been taught to read and write,
led to exercise and reviews; perhaps have been in a campaign and
have fought with the Turks or Chinese, obeying all you orders. It
has not even entered your head to ask yourself whether what you
were ordered to do was good or bad.

But suddenly and order is received that your company or
squadron shall march out, taking ball cartridges. You go without
asking where you are being led.

You are brought to a village or factory, and you see before
you gathered in an open space a crowd of villagers or factory
hands-men, women with children, aged folk. The governor and
public prosecutor approach the crowd with policemen and say
something. The crowd is at first silent, and then begins to shout
louder and louder; and the authorities retreat. And you guess that
the peasants or factory hands are rioting and that you have been
brought to “pacify” them. The authorities several times retreat
from the crowd and again approach it, but the shouts become
louder and louder, and the authorities consult each other and at last
give you the order to load your rifles with the ball cartridges. You
see before you men such as those from amongst whom you have
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been taken-men in peasants’ coats, sheepskin overcoats, and bark
shoes and women in kerchiefs and jackets-women like you wife
and mother.

The first shot is ordered to be fired above the heads of the
crowd. But the crowd does not disperse, and shouts even louder;
and you are then ordered to shoot in earnest, not over the heads,
but straight into the middle, of the crowd.

It has been instilled into you that you are not responsible for
the consequences of your shots. But you know that the man who
falls bleeding from your shoot is killed by you and by no one else,
and you know that you could have refrained from shooting and
that then the man would not have been killed.

What are you to do?

It would not be enough to lay down your rifle and refuse in
this instance to shoot your brothers; for tomorrow the same this
instance to shoot your brothers; for tomorrow the same thing could
reoccur. And therefore, whether you wish it or not, you have to
recollect yourselves and ask, “What is this soldier’s calling which
has brought me to the necessity of shooting my unarmed
brothers?”

You are told in the Gospel that one should not only refrain
from killing his brothers, but should not do that which leads to
murder: one should not be angry with one’s brothers, nor hate
one’s enemies, but love them.

In the Law of Moses your are distinctly told, “Thou shalt not

kill,” without any reservations as to whom you can and whom you
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cannot kill. Whereas in the regulations which you have been taught
you are told that a soldier must fulfill any order whatsoever of his
superior, except an order against the Tsar; and in explanation of
the Sixth Commandment you are told that although by this
commandment killing is forbidden, yet he who kills an enemy

during war does not sin against, this commandment.
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*1And in the “Notes for Soldiers” which hang in your barracks, and
which you have many times read and listened to, it is explained how a
soldier should kill men: “If three fall on you, shoot one, stab another,
and finish the third with the bayonet... If your bayonet breaks, strike
with the stock; if the stock gives way, hit with your fists; if your fists
are hurt, bite with your teeth.”

You are told that you must kill, because you have taken the oath, and
that not you but your commanders will be responsible for your actions.

But before you took the oath, that is, before you promised men to
obey their will, it was your duty, without need of oaths, to obey in
everything the will of God, of Him who gave you life; and God forbids
killing.

So that you could by no means swear that you would obey
everything men might command. This is why it is distinctly stated in
the Gospel, Matt. V. 34-37: “Swear not at all.... But let your speech
be, Yea, yea; nay, nay: and whatsoever is more than these is of the evil
one.”

And in the Epistle of James, chap. V12, the same thing is said,
“But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by the heaven,
nor by the earth.” So that to take the oath is a sin. As to what they say
about your commanders, not yourselves, being responsible for your

deeds, this is obviously a falsehood. Is your conscience not in you, but

*in your regulations you are told: “By the Sixth Commandment god forbids the taking of man’s life
by violence or cunning, and the disturbance in any way of one’s neighbor’s peace and safety; and
therefore this commandment also forbids quarrels, anger, hatred, jealousy, cruelty. But he who kills the
enemy in war does not sin against the Sixth Commandment, because in war we defend our faith,
sovereign, and country.”
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in your sergeant, captain, colonel, or someone else? No one can decide
for you what you can and must, and what you cannot and should not
do. And a man is always responsible for what he does. Is not the sin of
adultery much easier than that of murder? And yet can one man say to
another: “Go and commit adultery. | shall bear your sin, because | am
your commander”?

According to the Biblical narrative Adam sinned against God,
and then said that his wife told him to eat the apple, while his wife said
she was tempted by the devil. God exonerated neither Adam nor Eve,
but told them that because Adam listened to the voice of his wife he
would be punished, and that his wife would be punished for listening
to the serpent. And neither was excused, but both were punished. Will
not God say the same to you also when you kill a man and say that
your captain ordered you to do it?

The deceit is apparent already, because in the regulation obliging
a soldier to obey all his commander’s orders, these words are added,
“Except such as tend toward the injury of the Tsar.”

If a soldier before obeying the orders of his commander must
first decide whether it is not against the Tsar, how then can he fail to
consider before obeying his commander’s order whether it is not
against his supreme King, God? And no action is more opposed too
the will of God than that of killing men. And therefore you cannot
obey men if they order you to kill. If you obey, and kill, you do so
only for the sake of your own advantage-to escape punishment. So that

in Killing by order of your commander you are a murderer as much as
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the thief who kills a rich man to rob him. He is tempted by money and
you by the desire not to be punished, or to receive a reward. Man is
always responsible before God for his actions. And no power,
whatever the authority’s desire, can turn a live man into a dead thing
which one can move about as one likes. Christ taught men that they
are all sons of God, and therefore a Christian cannot surrender his
conscience into the power of another man, no matter by what title he
may be called: King, Tsar, Emperor. As to those men who have
assumed power over you, demanding of you the murder of your
brothers, this only shows that they are deceivers, and that therefore one
should not obey them. Shameful is the position of the prostitute who is
always ready to give her body to be defiled by anyone her master
indicate; but yet more shameful is the position of a soldier always
ready for the greatest of crimes-the murder of any man whom his
commander indicates.

And therefore if you do indeed desire to act according to God’s
will you have only to do one thing-to throw off the shameful and
ungodly calling of a soldier, and be ready to bear any sufferings which
may be inflicted upon you for so doing.

So that the true “Notes” for a Christian Soldier are not those in
which it 1s said that “God is the Soldier’s General” and other
blasphemies, and that the soldier must obey his commanders in
everything, and be ready to kill foreigners and even his own unarmed

brothers-but those which remind one of the words of the Gospel that
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one should obey God rather than men and fear not those who can kill
the body but cannot kill the soul.

In this alone consists the true, unfraudulent “Notes for Soldiers.”

In Dragomiroffs “Notes for Soldiers” there passages are quoted
from the Gospels: John xv. 10-13 and Matthew x.22, 39. From John
the words of the 13" verse are quoted: “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends;” evidently for the
purpose of implying that soldiers fighting in battle should defend their
comrades to the utmost of their strength.

These words however cannot possibly refer to military action,
but men exactly the reverse. In verses 10-13 it is said: “If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I
spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
fulfilled. This is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as |
have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.”

So that the words, “Greater love hath no man than this, that man
lay down his life for his friends,” do not at all mean that a soldier
should defend his comrades, but that a Christian should be ready to
surrender his life for the fulfillment of Christ’s commandment that
men should love on another. And therefore he should be ready to
sacrifice his life rather than consent to kill men.

From Matthew the end of the 22d verse of the 10" chapter is
quoted, “He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved,”
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evidently in the sense that a soldier who fights bravely will be saved
from the enemy. But again the meaning of this passage is not at all
what the compiler wishes to attribute to it, but a contrary one.

The complete verse is: “And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.”

So that obviously this verse cannot related to soldiers, soldiers
not being hated by any one for Christ’s name: and it is clear therefore
that only those people can be hated for Christ’s name who refuse in his
name to do what the world demands of them, and, in the case in point,
soldiers who disobey when murder is demanded of them.

Again, the end of the 39" verse of the 10" chapter of Matthew is
quoted: “He that loseth his life shall find it,” also in the sense that he
who is killed in war will be rewarded in Heaven. But the sense is
obviously not this. In the 38" verse it is said, “He that doth not take his
cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me,” and after this is added,
“He that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth this life for my
sake shall find it;” that is, that he who desires to safeguard his corporal
life rather than fulfill the teaching of love will lose his true life, but he
who does not safeguard his corporal life, but fulfils the teaching of
love will gain the true, spiritual, eternal life.

Thus all the three passages assert, not, as the compiler desired,
that in obedience to the Authorities one should fight, and crush, and
rend men with one’s teeth, but, on the contrary, they all, like the whole
Gospel, express one and the same thing-that a Christian cannot be a

murder and therefore cannot be a soldier. And therefore the words, “A
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soldier is Christ’s warrior,” placed in the “Notes” after the Gospel
verses, do not at all mean what the compiler imagines. It is true that a
soldier, if he be a Christian, can and should obeying the will of those
commanders who have prepared him for murder, he kills foreigners
who have done him no harm, or even his own unarmed fellow-
countrymen, but only when he renounces the ungodly and shameful
calling of a soldier, in the name of Christ-and fights not with external
foes but with his own commanders who deceive him and his brothers,
and fights them, not with a bayonet, nor with his fists or teeth, but with
humble reasonableness and readiness to bear all suffering and even
death rather than remain a soldier- That is, a man ready to kill any one
whom his commanders indicate.

[The following are the “Notes for Soldiers” by General
Dragomiroof to which Tolstoy alludes.- Eds.]

“NOTES FOR SOLDIERS” (SOLDATSKAYA PAMIATKA),
BY GENERAL DRAGOMIROFF

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friend.”- John xv.13.

“He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.”- Matt.
X22.

“He that loseth his life shall find it.” — Matt. X.39.

A soldier is Christ’s warrior. As such he should regard himself,

and so he should behave.
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Consider your corps as your family; your commander as your
father; your comrade as your brother; your inferior as a young relative.
Then all will be happy and friendly and easy.

Don’t think of yourself, think of your comrades; they will think
of you. Perish yourself, but save your comrade.

Under fire advance in open order; attach together.

Strike with your fist, not with your open hand.

One leg helps the other, one hand strengthens the other. Stick
together. One evil is not an evil; two evils are half an evil; separation
is the evil.

Don’t expect relief. It won’t come. Support will come. When
you’ve thrashed them well, then you’ll rest.

Only he is beaten who is afraid.

Always attack, never defend.

If your bayonet breaks, strike with the stock; if the stock gives
way, hit with your fists; if your fists are hurt, bite with your teeth.
Only he wins who fights desperately, to the death.

In action a soldier is like a sentinel; even dying he should not let
his rifle go.

Keep your bullet for three days, even for a whole campaign,
when you can’t get more. Shoot seldom, but well. With the bayonet
strike hard. The bullet may miss the mark, but the bayonet will not.
The bullet is stupid, the bayonet is the plucky one.

Aim every bullet; to shoot without care only amuses the devil.

Only the careful not the chance bullet finds the culprit. Hold your
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cartridges. If you spend them a long way off, when you get near, just
when you want them, you’ll have none. For a good soldier, thirty
cartridges are enough for the hottest engagement.

From the dead and wounded take their cartridges.

If you knock up against the enemy unexpectedly or he against
you, hit without hesitation. Don’t let him collect himself. The plucky
one 1s he who first cries “Hurrah.” If three fall on you, shoot one, stab
another, and finish the third with your bayonet. God defends the brave.

Where a bold one will get through, god will trip up the timid one.

For a good soldier there are neither flanks nor rear, but all is
front, where the foe is.

Always keep your face toward the cavalry. Let it come to two
hundred yards, give it a volley, put the bayonet into position, and
freeze there.

In war a soldier must expect short commons, short sleeps, and
sore feet. Because it is war. Even an old soldier finds it difficult, and
for a green one it is hard. But if it’s hard for you it isn’t easier for the
enemy; maybe harder still. Only you see your own hardships, but don’t
see the enemy’s. yet they are always there. So don’t grow stale, but the
harder it 1s, the more doggedly and desperately fight; when you’ve
won you’ll feel better at once, and the enemy worse. “He that endureth
to the end, the same shall be saved.”

Don’t think that victory can be won straight off. The enemy can
also be firm. Sometimes one can’t succeed even the second and third

times. Go at it a fourth, a fifth, a sixth time, till you win.
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When fighting help the sound men. Only think of the wounded
when you have won. The man who bothers about the wounded during
the fight and leaves the ranks is a bad soldier and not a kind-hearted
man. It is not his comrades who are dear to him but his own skin, if
you win it will be well for all, both sound and wounded.

Don’t leave your place on the march. If you stop for a minute
and fall behind, hurry up and don’t lag.

When you reach the bivouac all can’t rest. Some must sleep,
others guard. He who sleeps, let him sleep in peace till he is wakened;
comrades are on guard. He who is on guard, let him watch alertly,
though he has marched seventy miles.

When you are an officer, keep your men well in hand. Give your
orders intelligently; don’t merely cry “Forward, March.” First explain
what is to be done, so that every man can know where and why he has
to go. Then “Forward, March” is all right. Every soldier should
understand his actions.

“The chief gets the drink first, and the stick first.”

Die for the Orthodox faith, for our father the Tsar, for Holy
Russia. The Church prays to God. “He who loses his life will find it.”
He who survives, to him honor and glory.

Do not offend the native; he feeds and supports. A soldier is not
a thief.

Keep yourself clean, your clothes and ammunition in order.

Guard your rifle, your biscuits, and your feet as the apple of your eye.
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Look after your socks (leg bands) and keep them greased. It’s better

for the foot.
A soldier should be healthy, brave, hardy, determined, just,
pious! Pray to God! From Him is the victory! Noble heroes, God leads

you, He is your General!

Obedience, education, discipline, cleanliness, health, tidiness,
vigor, courage, dash, victory! Glory, glory, glory!

Lord of Hosts, be with us! We have no other helper than thee in

the day of our trouble! Lord of Hosts have mercy on us!
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ON PATRIOTISM

The Franco-Russian festivities which took place in October,
1894, in France made me, and others, no doubt, as well, first amused,
then astonished, then indignant-feelings which | wished to express in a
short article.

But while studying further the chief causes of this strange
phenomenon, | arrived at the reflections which | here offer to the
reader.

The Russian and French peoples have been living for many
centuries with a knowledge of each other-entering sometimes into
friendly, more often, unfortunately, into very unfriendly, relations at
the instigation of their respective governments-when suddenly,
because two years ago a French squadron came to Kronstadt, and its
officers, having landed, eaten much, and drunk a variety of whine in
various places, heard and made many false and foolish speeches; and
because last year a Russian squadron arrived at Toulon, and its
officers, having gone to Paris and there eaten and drunk copiously,
heard and made a still greater number of silly and untruthful speeches-
it came to pass that not only those who ate, drank, and spoke, but
everyone who was present, and even those who merely heard or read
in the papers of these proceedings-all these millions of French and
Russians-imagined suddenly that in some especial fashion they were
enamored of each other; that is, that all the French love all the

Russians, and all the Russians all the French.
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These sentiments were expressed in France last October in the
most unheard-of ways.

The following description of these proceedings appeared in the
Village Review, a paper which collects its information from the daily
press:-

“When the French and Russian squadrons met they greeted each
other with salvos of artillery, and with ardent and enthusiastic cries of
“Hurrah!” ¢ Long live Russia!’ ‘long live France!’

“To all this uproar the naval bands (there were orchestras also on
most of the hired steamboats) contributed, the Russian playing “God
save the Tsar; and the French the ‘Marseillaise, the public upon the
steamboats waving their hats, flags, handkerchiefs, and nosegays.
Many barges were loaded entirely with men and women of the
working-class with their children, waving nosegays and shouting
‘Long live Russia!” with all their might. Our sailors, in view of such
national enthusiasm, could not restrain their tears.

“In the harbor all the French men-of-war present were ranged in
two divisions, and our fleet passed between them, the admiral’s vessel
leading. A splendid moment was approaching.

“A salute of fifteen guns was fired from the Russian flagship in
honor of the French fleet, and the French flagship replied with thirty.
The Russian National Hymn pealed from the French lines; French
sailors mounted their masts and rigging; vociferations of welcome
poured uninterruptedly from both fleets, and from the surrounding

vessels. The sailors waved their caps, the spectators their hats and
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handkerchiefs, in honor of the beloved guests. From all sides, sea and
shore, thundered the universal shout, ‘Long live Russia!’ ‘Long live
France!’

“According to the custom in naval visits, Admiral Avellan and
the officers of his staff came on shore in order to pay their respects to
the local authorities.

“At the landing-stage they were met by the French naval staff
and the senior officials of the port of Toulon.

“Friendly greetings followed, accompanied by the thunder of
artillery and the pealing of bells. The naval band played the Russian
National Hymn, ‘God save the Tsar,” which was received with a roar
from the spectators of “long live the Tsar! “ Long live Russia!’

“The shouting swelled into one mighty din, which drowned the
music and even the cannonade. Those present declare that the
enthusiasm of the huge cord of people attained at that moment its
utmost height, and that it would be impossible to express in words the
feelings which overflowed the hearts of all upon the scene,

“Admiral Avellan, with uncovered head, and accompanied by the
French and Russian officers, then drove to the naval administration
buildings, where he was received by the French Minister of Marine.

“In welcoming the admiral, the minister said, ‘Kronstadt and
Toulon have severally witnessed the sympathy which exists between
the French and the Russian peoples. Everywhere you will be received

as the most welcome of friends.’
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“’Our government and all France greet you and your comrades
on your arrival as the representatives of a great and honorable nation.’

“The admiral replied that he was unable to find language to
express his feelings. ‘The Russian fleet, and all Russia,” he said, ‘will
be grateful to you for this reception.’

“After some further speeches, the admiral again, in taking leave
of the minister, thanked him for his reception, and added, ‘I cannot
leave you without pronouncing the words which are written in the
hearts of every Russian: ‘Long live France!’” (Siel’sky Vyestnik,
1893,N0.41.)

Such was the reception at Toulon. In Paris the welcome and
festivities were still more extraordinary.

The following is a description, taken from the papers, of the
reception in Paris:-

“All eyes are directed toward the Boulevard des Italians, whence
the Russian sailors are expected to emerge. At length, far away, The
roar of a whole hurricane of shouts and cheers is heard. The roar
grows louder, more distinct. The hurricane is evidently approaching.
The crowd surges in the Place. The police press forward to clear the
route to the Circle Militaries, but the task is not easy. Among the
spectators the pushing and scrambling baffles description..... At last
the head of the cortege appears in the Place. At once arises a deafening
shout of ‘Vive la Russie! Vivent les Russes!’

“All heads are uncovered; spectators fill the windows and

balconies, they even cover the housetops, waving hanker-chiefs, flags,
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hats, cheering enthusiastically, and flinging clouds of tricolor cockades
from the upper windows. A sea of handkerchiefs, hats, and flags
waves over the heads of the crowd below; a hundred thousand voices
shout frantically, ‘Vive la Russia! Vivent les Russes;’ the throng make
wild efforts to catch a glimpse of the dear guests, and try in every
possible way to express their enthusiasm.”

Another correspondent writes that the rapture of the crowd was
like a delirium. A Russian journalist who was in Paris at the time thus
describes the entry of the Russian Marines:-

“It may truthfully be said that this event is of universal
importance, astounding, sufficiently touching to produce tears, an
elevating influence on the soul, making it throb with that love which
sees in men brothers, which hates blood, and violence, and the
snatching of children from a beloved mother. | have been in a kind of
torpor for the last few hours. It seemed almost overpoweringly strange
to stand in the terminus of the Lyons Railway, amid the
representatives of the French government, in their uniforms
embroidered with gold, amongst the municipal authorities in full dress,
and to hear cries of ‘Vive la Russie!” ‘Vive le Tsar!” and our national
anthem played again and again.

“Where am 1? reflected. What has happened? What magic
current has united all these feelings, these aspirations, into one stream?
Is not this the sensible presence of the God of love and of fraternity,
the presence of the loftiest ideal descending in His supremest moments

upon man?
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“My soul is so full of something beautiful, pure, and elevated
that my pen is unable to express it. Words are weak in comparison
with what | saw and felt. It was better than rapture. More picturesque,
deeper, happier, more various. It is impossible to describe what took
place at the Cercle Militaire when Admiral Avellan appeared on the
balcony of the second story. Words here are of no avail. During the
‘Te Deum,” while the choir in the church was singing, ‘O Lord, save
Thy people,” through the open door were blown the triumphal strains
of the ‘Marseillaise,” played by the brass bands in the street.

“It produced an astounding, an inexpressible impression.”
(Novoye Vremya (New Time), Oct. 1893.)

[

On Arriving in France the Russian sailors passed, during a
fortnight, from one festivity to another, and during or after each they
ate, drank, and made speeches. Information as to where and what they
ate and drank on Wednesday, and where and what on Friday, and what
they said on these occasions, was purveyed by telegraph to the whole
of Russia.

The moment one of the Russian commanders had drunk to the
health of France, it became known to the whole world; and the instant
the Russian Admiral had said, “I drink to beautiful France,” his
effusion was transmitted round the globe. Moreover, for such was the
solicitude of the papers that they commemorated not merely the toasts,
but the dishes, not even omitting the hors-d’oeuvres, or zakouskas,

which were consumed.
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For instance, the following menu was published, with the

comment that the dinner it represented was a work of art:-

Consomme de volailles; petits pates.
Mousse de homard parisienne.
Noisette de boeuf a la béarnaise.
Faisans a la perigueux
Casseroles de truffles au champagne
Chaudfroid de volailles a la Toulouse
Salade russe
Croute de fruits toulonnaise

Parfaits a I’annanas

Dessert.

In a second number it said: “From a culinary standpoint nothing

better could have been desired. The menu was the following:-

Potage livonien et Saint-Germain.
Zephyrs Nontua.
On Civil Disobedience and Non-Violence
Esturgeon braise moldave
Selle de daguet grand veneur....etc.

And a following issue gave still another menu. With each was a
minute description of the wines which the feasters imbibed-such
vodka, such old Burgundy, Grand Moet, etc.

In an English journal a list of all the intoxicating liquor drunk
during the festivities was given. The quantity mentioned was so

enormous that one hardly believes it would have been possible that all
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the drunkards in France and Russia could account for so much in so
short a time.

The speeches made were also published, but the menus were
more varied than the speeches. The latter, without exception, always
consisted of the same words in different combinations. The meaning of
these words was always the same- We love each other tenderly, and
are enraptured to be so tenderly in love. Our aim is not war, not a
reaches, not the recovery of the lost provinces; our aim is only peace,
the furtherance of peace, the security of peace, the tranquility and
peace of Europe.

Long live the Russian emperor and empress! We love them, and
we love peace. Long live the President of the Republic and his wife!
We love them and we love peace. Long live France, Russia, their fleets
and their armies! WE love the army, and peace, and the commander of
the Russian fleet.

The speeches concluded for the most part, like some popular
ditty, with a refrain, “Toulon-Kronstadt,” or “Kronstadt-Toulon.” And
the reiteration of the names of these places, where so many kinds of
wine drunk, were pronounced as words which should stimulate the
representatives of either nation to the noblest deeds-as words which
require no commentary, being full of deep meaning in themselves.

“We love each other; we love peace. Kronstadt-Toulon!” What
more can be said, especially to the sound of glorious music,

performing at one and the same time two national anthems-one
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glorifying the Tsar and praying for him all possible good fortune, the
other cursing all tsars and promising them destruction?

Those that expressed their sentiments of love especially well on
these occasions received orders and rewards. Others, either for the
same reason or from the exuberance of the feelings of the givers, were
presented with articles of the strangest and most unexpected kind. The
French fleet presented the Tsar with a sort of golden book in which, it
seems, nothing was written-or, at least, nothing of any concern; and
the Russian admiral received an aluminum plow covered with flowers,
and many other trifles equally astonishing.

Moreover, all these strange acts were accompanied by still
stranger religious ceremonies and public services such as one might
suppose Frenchmen had long since become unaccustomed to.

Since the time of the Concordat scarcely so many prayers can
have been offered as during this short period. All the French suddenly
became extraordinarily religious, and carefully deposited in the rooms
of the Russian mariners the very images which a short time previously
they had as carefully removed from their schools as harmful tools of
superstition; and they said prayers incessantly. The cardinals and
bishops everywhere enjoined devotions, and themselves offered some
of the strangest of prayers. Thus a bishop at Toulon, at the launch of a
certain ironclad, addressed the God of Peace, letting it, however, at the
same time be felt that he could communicate as readily, if the

necessity arose, with the God of War.
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“What its destination may be,” said the bishop, alluding to the
vessel, “God only knows. Will it vomit death from its dreadful maw?
WE do not know. But if, having to-day pleaded with the God of Peace,
we may hereafter have to call upon the God of War, we may be sure
that it will advance against the foe in rank with the powerful men-of-
war whose crews have to-day entered into so near and fraternal union
with ours. But let this contingency be forgotten, and let the present
festival leave none but peaceful memories, like those of the Grand
Duke Constantine, who was here at the launch of the Quirinal, and
may the friendship of France and Russia constitute these two nations
the guardians of peace!”

At the same time tens of thousands of telegrams flew from
Russia to France and from France to Russia.

French women greeted Russian women, and Russian women
tendered their thanks to the French. A troupe of Russian actors greeted
the French actors; the French actors replied that they had laid deep in
their hearts the greetings of their Russian colleagues.

The Russian law students of some Russian town or other
expressed their rapture to the French nation. General So-and-so
thanked Madame This-and-that; Madame This-and-that assured
General So-and-so of the ardor of her sentiments toward the Russian
nation. Russian Children wrote greetings in verse to French children;
and French children replied in verse and prose. The Russian Minister
of Education assured the French Minister of Education of the sudden

amity to-ward France of all the children, clerks, and scientists in his
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department. The members of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals expressed their warm attachment to-ward the French. The
municipality of Kazan did the same.

The canon of Arrear conveyed to the most reverend
protopresbyter of the court clergy the assurance that a deep affection
toward Russia, his imperial majesty the Emperor Alexander 11, and all
the imperial family, exists in the hearts of all the French cardinals and
bishops, and that the French and Russian clergy profess almost a
similar faith, and alike worship the Holy Virgin. To this the most
reverend protopresbyter replied that the prayers of the French clergy
for the imperial family were joyously echoed by the hearts of all the
Russian people, lovingly attached to the Tsar, and that as the Russian
nation also worships the Holy Virgin, France may count upon it in life
and death. The same kind of messages was sent by various generals,
telegraph clerks, and dealers in groceries.

Every one sent congratulations to everyone else, and thanked
someone for something.

The excitement was so great that some extraordinary things were
done; and yet no one remarked their strangeness, but on the contrary
every one approved of them, was charmed with them, and as if afraid
of being left behind, made haste to accomplish something of a similar
kind in order not to be out-done by the rest.

If at times protests, pronounced or even written and printed,
against this madness made their appearance, proving its

unreasonableness, they were either hushed up or concealed.
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Not to mention the millions of working-days spent in these
festivities; the widespread drunkenness of all who took part in them,
involving even those in command; not to speak of the senselessness of
the speeches which were made, the most in sance and ruthless deeds
were committed, and no one paid them any attention.

For instance, several score of people were crushed to death, and
no one found it necessary to record the fact.

One correspondent wrote that he had been informed at a ball that
there was scarcely a woman in Paris who would not have been ready
to forget her duties to satisfy the desire of any of the Russian sailors.

And all this passed unremarked as something quite in the order
of things. There were also cases of unmistakable insanity brought
about by the excitement.

Thus one woman, having put on a dress composed of the colors
of the Franco-Russian flags, awaited on a bridge the arrival of the
Russian sailors, and shouting “Vive la Russie,” threw herself into the
river, and was drowned.

In general the women on all these occasions played the leading
part, and even directed the men. Besides the throwing of flowers and
various little ribbons and the presenting of gifts and addresses, the
French women in the streets threw themselves into the arms of the
Russian sailors and kissed them.

Some women brought their children, for some reason or other, to
be kissed, and when the Russian sailors had granted this request, all

present were transported with joy and shed tears.
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This strange excitement was so contagious that, as one
correspondent relates, a Russian sailor who appeared to be in perfect
health, after having witnessed these exciting scenes for a fortnight,
jumped overboard in the middle of the day, and swam about, crying
“Long live France.” When pulled out of the water, and questioned as
to his conduct, he replied that he had vowed to swim round his ship in
honor of France.

Thus the unthwarted excitement grew and grew, like a ball of
snow, and finally attained such dimensions that not alone those on the
spot, or merely nervously predisposed persons, but strong, healthy
men were affected by the general strain and were betrayed into an
abnormal condition of mind.

| remember even that whilst reading distractedly a description of
these festivities, | was suddenly overcome by strong emotion, and was
almost on the verge of tears, having to check with and effort this

expression of my feelings.
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