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ABSTRACT

This study examines and analyzes the theological and methodological approach of
Imam Anwar Shah al-Kashmiri in his work Ilkfar al-Mulhidin fi Daririyyat al-Din
(Excommunicating Atheists Regarding the Necessities of Religion), considering it one
of the most significant contributions addressing atheistic and denialist trends in
modern Islamic thought. The research aims to uncover the foundational principles
upon which al-Kashmiri constructed his response to atheism and to demonstrate how
his methodology can be utilized in addressing contemporary forms of atheism, which
have evolved into philosophical, materialistic, and scientific expressions. The study
adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach by examining al-
Kashmiri’s texts, analyzing their underlying arguments, and comparing them with
modern intellectual approaches to atheism. It further seeks to highlight the
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epistemological and argumentative value of his methodology within the contemporary
intellectual context. The main findings indicate that al-Kashmiri’s approach is
characterized by an integration of reason and revelation, and by a precise regulation of
the concepts of faith and disbelief through the framework of the “necessities of
religion.” His methodology provides a solid foundation for developing a balanced and
rigorous intellectual discourse capable of addressing modern atheism, avoiding both
extremism and laxity, and effectively combining rational argumentation with
scriptural evidence.
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