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Abstract



This study is concerned with how the use and meaning of Arabic
prepositions in the seven pre-Islamic poems known to the Arabs as
Muallagat compare with the rules set by classical and modern
grammarians for the grammatical behavior of those words. As the
Muallagat are viewed as living texts within their social context, they are
often cited by scholars as evidence of authentic use of Arabic,
prepositions being the most prominent examples of such uses of
language.

Since the study has such a narrow focus, the use of the descriptive -
inductive method might be the most appropriate approach for this kind of
research. Computational linguistic tools will be employed for frequency
counts.

The study comprises 12 chapters. The first chapter introduces meaning-
bearing particles of Arabic. Does a certain preposition, for example, have
a semantic role to play in the phrase or is it just a linkage between words
and phrases? If prepositions have meanings, are these meanings lexical or
context- driven?

Chapter 2 investigates the semantic scope of a preposition: does it have
one fixed meaning in all contexts or does it change meaning according to
context and collocations? Are prepositions interchangeable?

Chapter 3 deals with the prepositions used in the Muallagat and the
classification of prepositions in Arabic grammar books and how these
failed to categorize those according to their meaning. The researcher
attempts to fill this gap by organizing the prepositions used in the
Muallagat into 4 semantic categories.

Chapter 4 handles prepositions of time and place, first with reference to



how grammarians tackled those and then with how these are used in the
Muallagat.

Chapter 5 discusses proximity prepositions following the same pattern
used in the previous chapter.

Chapter 6 explores the basic meanings of reverse proximity. Chapter 7
looks at the prepositions kaf, rubba, waw rubba, ahrof gasam, using the
same method followed in Chapters 4 and 5. Chapters 8-11 probes into
the multiple meanings of the prepositions used in the Muallagat and fits
these into the four categories listed in Chapter 3

Chapter 12, the final chapter, studies the notion of prepositions
considered by grammarians to have no grammatical function in the phrase
labeled 'extra prepositions' and how these occur in the Muallagat. The
researcher points out the controversy between Arab grammarians over
this issue and tests this notion against the actual use of prepositions in the
Muallagat.

The study concludes with a summary of the research findings. Some of
the findings are: Prepositions and other  particles have their own
meanings. They do not derive their meaning from other words as
grammarians used to think. Secondly, Each preposition has a core
meaning regardless of context. Furthermore, some prepositions have
primary and context-dependent secondary meanings. Another finding is
that the most frequent and varied preposition in the Muallagat is ba' then
min. Other prepositions like ila, hatta, kaf,rubba, waw rubba, gasam
particles , are only used in the Muallagatin their primary sense. The final
finding is that the notion of 'extra prepositions' is unfounded, especially
because prepositions are frequently used in the Noble Qur'an. The
researcher concludes that since every latter and particle or word in the
Noble Quran has an intended function and purpose that cannot be
performed another linguistic unit.
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