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ABSTRACT

This study aims to present romanticism as a new trend in literature. It emerged
at the end of the eighteenth century, after it's revolt against classicism. It put an end to
classicism, which was based on reason. Instead, the new movement focused on

feelings as the source of inspiration.

Consequently, romanticism dealt with subjects in a new advanced way, after it
replaced the classical school. The most prominent poets were Madame de Staal, Victor
Hugo, Jean Jacques Rousseau in France, and William Wordsworth, John Keats and

Shelley in England, and Goethe and Schiller in Germany.

As mentioned, the new movement replaced the reason with emotions and
inner feelings, and dealt with unfamiliar new subjects, such as: praising nature,
searching for aesthetics, depicting the realms of childhood, memories, nostalgia,

sadness and pain amongst others.

It is doubtless that the geographical position of Arab countries and in particular
of the Gulf Region put them in direct contact with the West. Moreover, they were
influenced directly by the changes and development of Western literature. This is
probably the reason for the spreading of the romantic school in modern Arabic
literature. It is also responsible for the migration of Arab writers to Europe. There are
more reasons such as available scholarships to Europe, the movement of translation
From western poetry and novels into Arabic. Learning foreign languages at the
beginning of the nineteenth century started to be fruitful and consequently, people could
read these works in their original languages. They could also choose from them what
fitted their psychological moods and the rapid changes taking place in their societies.
Therefore, they were not interested in the realism, which was prevailing in Europe in the

second half of the nineteenth century.

Many trends and schools in modern Arabic literature adopted romanticism.
One was led by Khalil Mutran in Lebanon, while in Egypt the works of Abd Al-Rahman
Shukri, Mahammod Abas Al-Aqad and Ibrahim Al-Mazini were the best example of it.

Later the Apollo Romantic School included poets such as Ali Mahammod Taha, Ibrahim



Naji and Abu Al-Quasim Al-Shabi. In addition to all these school, there was the
distinguished school of Arab writers living abroad, mainly in North and South America,

such as Jubran Khalil Jubran and Elia Abu Madi amongst others.

Romanticism in the Gulf region took shape in depicting the plight of people
when they went through different stages of their lives. The movement developed
personal feelings and supported the feelings of alienation and loss resulted by the

competition over material things.

1950 could be considered as being the beginning of the modern poetry
movement in the United Arab Emirates as many talented poets emerged such as: Saqr
bin Sultan Al-Qasimi, Sultan bin Ali Al-Uwees and Ahmad Ameen Al-Madani. Before,
this poetry was following the old molds and was rather conservative, in both content

and form.

The modern poets nowadays include Mana'a Said Al-Otaiba, Habeeb Al-Sayig,
Arif Al-Khaja, Kareem Matooq, Saif Al-Meri, and Ahmad Rashid Sua'adan amongst

others.

| shall choose Dr. Mana'a Said Al-Otaiba simply because | feel that he covers various romantic subjects mentioned before, in addition

to other national and patriotic issues such as the Arab Unity and solidarity.

Thus lyric poetry has prevailed depicting nostalgia, agony and old
memories. Verses dominated by the "Self" of poets become the main subject
matter. Nevertheless, we can conclude that the Arabic Romantic Movement
was neither an escape from reality in shape and in subject matters nor a
revolt but an expression of those poets opinions and their firm stand to build a

new brave society that maintains human rights.

What the poets of the Emirates have in common is their focus on the "Self"
woman and nature. Their verses reflected a deep human experience, which requires

serious studies and research to reveal their hidden treasures.



