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The purpose of this study is to investigate difficulties facing the Sudanese

secondary school students in writing in English as a foreign language.

The population of this study consisted of secondary school teachers and secondary
school students in the district of Khartoum. The students’ sample was chosen
purposely from Al-Zahideen secondary school for girls because the researcher
works there and this facilitate the process of the experiment. The sample consisted
of (90) students, (30) from each class (First, Second and Third). The teachers’
sample consisted of (75) teachers of English language in Khartoum. The teachers’
sample took part in questionnaire; their responses exposed the problems of writing.
Also the students’ sample sat for pre-test and the test result exposed the difficulties
they had had in writing.

To achieve the goals of this study, the researcher designed a questionnaire in a way
that it included three categories: the curriculum, the teachers’ performance, and
students’ ability. The questionnaire and the pre- test pointed out problems and
difficulties facing the students in writing. So the researcher prepared a complete
teaching program to remedy or minimize the problems and difficulties facing

students in writing.

After the teaching program, the students sat for post-test, which was judged by
some technical inspectors and long experienced teachers. Also the test reliability
and validity were calculated hence the test was reliable and valid. For the statistical
process, the research got the mean value, the standard deviation and the calculated

(t) value.
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The following results were obtained:

1. The teaching program contributed a great deal in overcoming the students’

difficulties in writing.

2. The teaching program contributed effectively in improving the students’

performance. So the performance in post- test was far better than in pre-test.

3. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and

pre-test in free composition of the first year in favour of the post-test.

4. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and
pre-test in guided composition of the first year indicating the effectiveness of

the teaching program.

5. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and
pre test in free composition of second class in favour of the post test
indicating the effectiveness of the teaching program.

6. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and

pre test in guided composition of second class in favour of the post-test.

7. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and
pre-test in free composition of third class indicating that the teaching
program contributed in overcoming the difficulties facing students’ in

writing as it was shown by the post test.

8. There was a great significance difference between the mean of post-test and

pre-test in guided composition of third class in favour of the post-test.



RECOMMENDATIONS:

Putting in to consideration the obtained result of this research, the researcher

recommends the following:

1. Teachers of English language should be given special and adequate training

courses on methods of teaching writing.
2. English language should be taught by the specialized graduates.

3. Students should be provided with suitable learning materials and adequate

practices to promote their ability in writing.

4. Teachers’ views and ideas should be taken into consideration when

designing the school syllabus.

5. Writing questions should be given weight in the school test and the

examinations.

6. Setting up realistic tasks, which are relevant to students life.
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