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Abstrt

This study is interested in exploring the strategies employed by teachers to develop
critical thinking skills while teaching Arabic at private and public schools in East Jerusalem
and the way this relates to students' achievement and some variables on the part of teachers.

Developing student' thinking skills has come to be regarded as an essential goal to be
sought by educators. For, in an age characterized by an abundant proliferation of
information, it is no more acceptable to continue with the same traditional approach
whereby students are made to memorize and then recite chunks of information without
really scrutinizing or understanding them.

The study has aimed to answers the following research questions:

What are the critical thinking strategies that teachers follow in teaching Arabic at .1

?East Jerusalem schools

2. Is there a statistically significant relation between the strategies that teachers follow
in their classes and the level of achievements of their students?

3. How do these strategies relate to some other variables such as the teacher's gender,
years of experience, academic degree and educational qualification, and also to school
type (private or public)?

In order to answer the foregoing questions and test the theories ensuing from
them, the researcher used two investigative tools: First there was a questionnaire intended
to examine the extent to which teachers used critical thinking skills in teaching Arabic, and
secondly there were pre/post—tests which aimed at measuring the change in the students'
level of achievement after the researcher taught one study unit to an experimental group of
students by using teaching strategies that aimed at developing their critical thinking skills.

The study sample consisted of 113 male and female Arabic teachers all teaching at
East Jerusalem schools. The student sample comprised the students of two ninth — grade
classes in an East Jerusalem high-school. One of these classes represented the experimental
group while the other represented the control group.

The study was conducted in the academic year 2006/2007. After the necessary data
were collected, they were processed through the right statistical analyses: The researcher
used descriptive statistics, numbers and frequencies, percentages, means, standard
deviations, the t-test for correlated and independent group as well as contrast analyses.



With regards to the study questions and hypotheses, the research has arrived at the
following findings:

1. There are statistically significant differences in the achievement of the experimental
group students between the pre and post test.

2. There are statistically significant differences between male and female teachers in
the two dimensions of planning and teaching strategies in favor of female teachers.

3. There are no statistically significant differences in teachers' critical thinking skills
relating to differences in their years of experience.

4. There are no statistically significant differences in teachers' critical thinking skills
relating to differences in their academic degrees.

5. There are statistically significant differences in teachers' critical thinking skills
relating to their educational qualification in the two dimensions of learning
/motivation and teaching strategies in favor of teachers with educational qualification.

6. There are no statistically significant differences in critical thinking skills relating
to the type of school (private or public).

The study has come out with a number of recommendations based on the above
findings.

1- It is recommended that the concerned authorities in the ministry of education
design special qualification programs for teachers in the area of critical
thinking. These programs ought to include:
a- Familiarizing teachers with the nature and importance of critical thinking.
b- Introducing teachers to the various strategies involved in teaching critical
thinking.
c- Enrolling teachers in special training courses that focus on the uses of critical
thinking strategies in teaching different subjects.

2- It is recommended that teachers create in there classes the appropriate
psychological environment which would help in developing there students™ critical
thinking skills by allowing freedom of self expression and thinking, and by
providing reinforcement and respect.



3- It is recommended that teachers provide there students in class with ample
opportunity to train themselves and practice critical thinking.

4- Tt is recommended that educators and teachers make use of some well-known
programs which aim at developing learners’ thinking skills suchas Thinking
Skills Program, Six Thinking Hats, and The Cognitive Research Trust Program.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher also suggested the following:
1- That other studies be conducted on strategies of critical
thinking in
relation to other subjects (other than Arabic).

2- The researcher advises that other studies be carried out that would relate
Critical thinking tendencies to critical thinking skills since these tendencies
play an important roll in acquiring and developing the skills.
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