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Abstract
The study noticed the presence of a similarity between the decorative elements in the
traditional accessories of the Sudanese Nuba Mountains tribes and the Kenyan
Maasai tribe, which could be as result of common ethnic origins, or a similarity in
the general characteristics of the African decorative heritage.
This research aims to study the design structure of the traditional decorative elements
in African folklore and examine the possibility of using them in contemporary
formulations as an artistic and aesthetic value. It also aims at activating the tools of
the folk culture to achieve the connection between its past and future through
reformulating the African folk symbols in contemporary artistic designs compatible
with the variables which accompany the nature of life as general and the fine art in
particular in harmony with modern technologies.
The study followed the historical descriptive, and applied analytical approach, in
order to monitor and enumerate the sample data, and then analyze and compare the
obtained results and apply them in the form of designs that show how to use a number
of similar traditional decorative elements in both tribes in general graphic design,
include designing a booklet on the two tribes under study, and designing a specialized
guide on African motifs, as well as an exhibition that included designs for a book
cover, logo and a poster. The most important results of the study pointed out the
importance of the folk culture with its innate and originality as a source for design as
general and graphic design in particular.
It recommended paying attention to recruiting the folk cultures vocabularies to cope
with the fast technological development, considered as a source of inspiration in field
of fine arts with their various symbols, and a vital factor in building the cultural
structure of the peoples.
The study established the existence of a similarity and harmony between the
traditional decorative elements in the accessories of the Nuba mountain tribes of
Sudan and the Maasai of Kenya, with a presence of a slight difference in the
materials, with the Maasai vocabularies characterized with organization and
adherence in terms of color and shape, while those of the Nuba are free and
multicolor.
The study recommended that attention should be given to documenting the heritage
of the Nuba tribes as well as other Sudan tribes and the work of specialist researchers
across Sudan on searching and documenting the folk cultures in their respective areas
using all documentation methods, the state to facilitate the financial constraints for
field studies and conducting more researches and studies on African folk decorations
and their significance and development to be a reference for designers and others.
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Folk art: is the creative expression of the human struggle toward civilization within
a particular environment through the production of useful but aesthetic buildings and

objects. (Encyclopedia Britannica).
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- QUESTIONS:

In light of the images above, please answer the following questions:

Specimens (1- 4)

1. Is there conformity, and is it possible to detect a kind of similarity between the
decorative elements of the Nuba Mountains communities of Sudan and the Massai

community of Kenya?

Specimens (5 & 8)
2. Is there similarity in the social heritage (ritual) between the Nuba Mountains

communities and the Massai community?

Specimens (7 — 10)
3. Is there common similarity to be noticed in the type of natural materials used in

coloring the face and the body?

Specimens (11 & 12)
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4. The similarity in some of the accessories accompanying the ritual is it a similarity
in the common African heritage or is there a possible relation between the two

communities?

5. Is it possible to use the Traditional decorative Eliments to create a designing unit

that conforms to the modern technologies?
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