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CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0Overview

Variationinlanguageisanfertiletopicinsociolinguisticsbecauseitre

ferstosocialfactorinsocietyandhoweachfactorplaysaroleinlangu

agevariationthatcanbeinfluencedbygenderandage.AccordingtoL

abov(1963)therearemanywaysofspeakingandeachwaysofspeaki

ngisinfluencedbysocialfactorsinsociety.Agingiscentraltohuman

experience;Itisachievementofphysical,socialcapacitiesandskills,c

ontinualunfoldingoftheindividualsparticipationlanguagevariation.A

sstatedbyAmmor.Naima(2012)genderaffectslanguagevariationby

influencingthelanguagechoicebetweenmenandwomenitdiffersfro

moneanotherinmatterofdegree.

Therichcomplicityhelpsustounderstandbothhowandwhylanguage

change,forthesocialforceinjectedintovariationprovidesdynamism

ofchange.

Languagevariationisacoreconceptinsociolinguistics;variationistsst

udyhowalanguagechangesbyobservingit.Sociolinguisticsinvestiga

teswhetherthislinguisticvariationcanbeattributedtodifferencesint

hesocialcharacteristics.

Thereisnodoubtthatlanguagevariesfromonecountrytoanotherand

evenwithinasinglecountry,wemayfindanumberoflocalvarietiesa

ndevenwithinindividuals,somemayhaveavarietyoflinguisticwayst

oexpresssomething.Thisfactisexplainedbysociolinguistsaslangua

gevariation.Thestudyofsociolinguisticvariationhasemergedsincet

he1960’spartlyasa resultofinadequatemethodsinearlierapproac
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hestothestudyofdialects,andpartlyasareactiontoChomskyianling

uistictheorywhichhasneglectedthestudyoflanguageinitssocialco

ntext.


