
Sudan University of Science and Technology 

College of Graduate Studies

Investigating

Students 

  الجامعاتلطلاب الكلامیھ 

A Thesis Submitted 

Sufyan

 

 

Sudan University of Science and Technology

College of Graduate Studies 

 

 

 

Investigating Barriers that Cause Universities

tudents’ Weak Speaking Performance
 

الكلامیھ قدرات التقصي الموانع التي تؤدي إلى ضعف 

  

Thesis Submitted in Fulfillment of the Requirements of Master Degree in 

Applied linguistics 

 

 
 

Submitted by 

Sufyan HamedElneel Mohammed

 

 

Supervisor 

Dr. Tajelsir Hassan Bashoom 

 

 

Oct.2017

Sudan University of Science and Technology

 

niversities 

erformance

تقصي الموانع التي تؤدي إلى ضعف 

Master Degree in 

lneel Mohammed 



I 
 

 

 

 

Dedication 

 This work is dedicated to my parents, the members of my family, it is 

gifted to my daughter and my son, it is also dedicated to all my relatives 

and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



II 
 

Acknowledgement 

First and foremost praise be to Allah (subhanhuwatalaa) who granted me 

the strength and ability to carry out this study. I am very grateful and 

indebted to my supervisor Dr.Tajesir Hassan Bashoom whose 

instructions, constructive criticism and patience were strong light in 

guiding me through this work and constant supplier to renew 

determination and strengthen the will .I also feel gratitude to the staff of 

graduate studies and faculty of Education at Sudan university of science 

and technology who were very cooperative and supportive  in different 

steps that were carried out besides my deep thanks goes to the staff of 

SELTI institute and teachers training center who kindly took parts in the 

adjustment process .Also I wish to acknowledge sincere gratitude to the 

teachers from English paper marking center for their participation in the 

interview and the 4th year students in the faculty of Education and 

faculty of art at Sudan university of science and technology and 

Alneelain university who participated in piloting and the main test .I am 

grateful to those who participated in the two seminars for their valuable 

and precious suggestions. I also owe big debt to Mr. Alamin Elkheer 

Gumaa for his encouragement and his great and generous efforts that he 

exerted in printing this work using all his technical experience .last but 

not least a warm word of gratefulness goes to my beloved family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



III 
 

 

Abstract 

This research was conducted among Sudanese university students 

majoring in English to investigate the barriers that cause weak speaking 

performance among them. 

In this study a sample of 45 students participated in oral speaking test   

and 10 experts were interviewed. The two tools were used for primary 

data collection, while the secondary data were obtained from references, 

research papers. The results that were obtained by the study test revealed 

that students ability to speak was weak as a result of using inappropriate 

strategies in mastering speaking .In addition to that experts interview 

revealed that the textbooks 'SPINE series' that is taught at basic and 

secondary Stages in Sudan doesn’t enable students to strengthen skills of 

spoken language as the activities designed for that purpose are not 

enough. So the study recommends that the students should adopt more 

effective strategies such as learning vocabulary in chunk of language, 

practicing speaking with each other and apply grammar rules 

unconsciously. Also the study suggests that the text book should be 

designed to be more integrated to develop all the language skills 

simultaneously. 
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  المستخلص

 اللغة دراسة في یتخصصون الذین السودانیة الجامعات طلاب علي الدراسة هذه أجریت     

 عیّنة تكونت. الانجلیزیة باللغة التحدث في الضعف تسبب التي العقبات لبحث الانجلیزیة

 .الانجلیزیة باللغة التحدث اختبار في شاركوا السودانیة الجامعات من طالباً ) 45(  من  الدراسة

، وتم  الاولیة بیاناتال لجمع  داتینأستخدمت الأ .خبراء 10 مع ت مقابلات شخصیة أجریو 

 الاختبار نتائج كشفت وقد .الحصول على البیانات الثانویة من الكتب والمراجع والبحوث العلمیة

 في مناسبة غیر طرائق لاستخدامهم نتیجة الانجلیزیة باللغة التحدث في ضعیفین الطلاب ان

 في المتمثل المدرسي الكتاب أن الخبراء مع اتاللقاء تكشف لذلك بالإضافة المهارة لهذه تعلمهم

من  الطلاب كنتم لا السودان في والثانوي الاساس في مرحلتي تدرس والتي" SPINE"سلسلة

 .كافیة غیر الغرض لهذا صممت التي النشاطات لان الانجلیزیة للغةبا صقل مهارات التحدث

 في المفردات تعلممثل  فعالیة اكثر وطرائق مهارات الطلاب بأن یستخدم الدراسة وصتأ لذلك

 جزء تصبح حتي اللغة قواعد وتطبیق،  بینهم التحدث ممارسة و منفردة ولیست لغوي صیاغ

 تكاملاً  اكثر الكتاب المدرسي لیصبح یصممأن  الدراسة واقترحت الیومي سلوكهم من طبیعي

  .البعض بعضها  مع المهارات كل لتنمیة

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



V 
 

Table of Contents 

 Topic Page 
 Dedication I 
 Acknowledgements II 
 Abstract III 
 IV المستخلص 
 Table of Content v 

 CHAPTER ONE : Introduction  
1.0 Back ground 2 
1.1 Statement of the Problem 3 
1.2 Objectives of the study 3 
1.3 Questions of the study  3 
1.4 Hypothesis of the study 3 
1.5 The Significance of the study 4 
1.6 Methods and materials 4 
1.8 The study population 4 
1.9 The limits of the study 4 
 CHAPTER TWO : Literature Review and 

Previous Studies 
 

2.0 Introduction 6 
2.1 The language 6 
2.2 Speaking 9 
2.3 Learners 12 
2.4 Errors  16 
2.5 Vocabulary  19 
2.6 Grammar  21 
2.7 Curriculum  24 
2.8 Learning and reading strategies 27 
2.9 Previous studies  28 
 CHAPTERTHTREE : Methodology of the 

study 
 

3.0 Introduction  33 
3.1 Methods of the Study 33 
3.2 Population 33 
3.3 Sampling 33 
3.4 Data collection 34 
3.5 Procedure 35 
3.6 Data analysis  36 
3.7 Validity and Reliability 36 

CHAPTER FOUR 
Data Analysis and  Discussion of the Results  



VI 
 

4.0 Introduction  38 
4.1 The Results and Discussion  38 
4.2 Discussion of hypothesis  53 

CHAPTER FIVE: Conclusion, Recommendations & 
Suggestions for further studies 

5.0 Introduction  56 
5.1 Conclusion 56 
5.2 Recommendations 59 
5.3  Suggestions   59 

 References 60 
 Appendixes  67-68 
   

 


