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Preface .

Qur'anic verse:

(Even if you had made a mutual appointment, you would certainly have
failed in the appointment, but (you met) that Allah might accomplish a
matter already ordained (in his knowledge (42)

Surah:
Alanfal verse number (42)
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Translator's Introduction

The researcher's translation of the page (9_64) of the book
entitled: (A man to know) by: author Eduard Abiey lino aimed at
more spread and reflection of the southern sudan's leader D. john
Garnge De Mabior's laurels and merits. The editor Eduard lino who
is a founding member of the SPLM\A , he was a close comrade to D.
Garange , and he was in charge of the external security of the
SPLM\A . In this book(factual narrative) the writer was the main
part of the events that has been happened in southern Sudan, in
spite of this book talking about Dr. Garange but the writer
mentioned all founding members who had a great efforts in
establishing the movement. Nevertheless, Southern Sudan became
connected by Garange's name like many countries such as
Mandela's south Africa and Napoleon's France. The events of this
book is real because we are witnessing it's results. A man to know
talking about Garange's life the chief of SPLM and the c.in.c of the
SPLA from his birth in wangeley village until his death by helicopter
crash at the top of latholiya mountain in the Uganda_suothern
Sudan's borders . The researcher countered many difficulties to
translate this book because the editor used plenty of figurative
language in spite of this book is factual narrative of Garange's life
and to the modern south sudan's history.
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DR JOHN GARANG de MABIOR ATEM
— AMANTO KNOW!

%&/L Chres

Arrival and Departure

R

is tragic death on 30 July 2005 was a demise of a political prophet.
H For a few weeks before that in Khartoum, about six million people
swarmed free, assembled, mingled, and raised twelve million hands to wel-
come him in such a candid, harmonious, happy, and cheerful manner. In that
very memorable day, people wrapped happiness with tears when dashing
to welcome the most humble son of our stretching land, who loved the soil
to an unfathomable depth. People swarmed in an organized anarchy, raised
their palms and supplicated in waving, shouting, swinging, dancing, basking,
beating, hailing, and offering thanks to Heaven: ‘Now peace has come! Peace
has come!” The historic arrival of Dr John Garang de Mabior Atem in Khar-
toum on 8 July 2005 brought our multitudes of citizens who wanted to em-
brace him as the ‘man’ they have been waiting for. They embraced him; the
freedom fighter. The solid anti-war voices came out in an unforgertable day
of reconciliation; a great day of salvation. Sudan was never the same again
from that day. The great day the 'trodden’ people revived.

Alas! That wonderful gift from the Most High had to abide with us for a
short span of time. He was snatched from us in the dust of that most ill-fated
helicopter crash, Dr Garang is dead, He was bitterly mourned by humanity,
Many countries lowered their national flags for three days; while Kenya and
Uganda mourned for forty sad days, with his portraits arrayed on some cit-
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ies’ roundabouts, and Nairobi and Kampala took the lead. We do not deceive
ourselves that Dr Garang has not died. We believe he is dead, but he lives in

a different way, like all great people in history.

A few years after Garang left us in this world, some voices, including those
who did not even know him, started to show contempt and blamed him for
the woes and hardships we suffer. These are people who do not know their
origins or tasks or destiny. Despite his death, Garang left us lofty mountains
of gifts. Forgetting these gifts will Jand us into aimlessness and shame, Some
have failed to appreciate the great contributions that Dr John Garang offered
with dignity, topped by our freedom. May the Omnipotent redeem them!

Living My Riddle:

[ was shocked and saddened for not being asked or seen by any of my
seniors since we accompanied Comrade Salva, our Acting Chairman, to-
gether with Comrade Dr Cirino Hiteng, Director of the Office of the First
Vice President Dr Garang, to see President Mwai Kibaki at the State House
in Nairobi on Sunday evening 30 July 2005. Comrade Salva Kiir went to the
State House to receive the condolences of the Government and the people
of Kenya for the most tragic loss of Dr John Garang de Mabior Atem, which
was earlier confirmed. President Kibaki promptly arranged a military plane
to rush Comrade Salva to New-Site to view the remains of our late leader and

attend meetings concerning his succession.

We saw General Salva Kiir off with Genera) Karajan, Commander of the
Kenyan Air Force with some members of Dr Garang's family, and we fol-
lowed a day after. At New-Site, amidst devastating sadness and confusion, |
met Comrade Alikaya Alhaj Aligo who was accompanied by Comrades Kuol
Manyang Juuk, Deng Alor Kuol, Oyai Deng Ajak and others. We started to
conceptualize the design of the Mausoleum. The present pentagon-shaped
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mausoleum with a five-cornered guiding star and the Nile-blue triangle from
our flag was the layout I set and chose with Alikaya Alhaj. The twa of us
agreed to proceed 10 Juba to join Comrade Samuel Abjohn and we formed a
committee, which included Governor Clement Wani and Comrade T homas
Cirillo, to choose the burial point. That was how our Late Dr John Garang,
ironically, liberated Juba on the 3 August 2005,

From New-Site, our SPLA guards-of-honour, who escorted Dr John Ga-
rang de Mabior Atem to his final destination, accompanied us to Juba, Since
that time, no one talked to me or asked for me; an attitude | considered un-
usual. I was barred from participating in the investigation into the circum-
stances that led to the death of Dr Garang, though I was in charge of the
External Security of the SPLM. I was exposed to both the Sudan and Uganda
Intelligence Services. I was simply excluded for reasons that I never knew,
and my exclusion remains a riddle. It seems | was the first officer from the
administration of our late Chairman Dr Garang to be marooned for unclear
reasons, amid confused and dubious circumstances. Whenever 1 tried to
brief my acting chairperson, I found him enclosed in nesw circles, from which
I reckoned I was not wanted, until the day I was ushered to leave his office.

Despite being a senior comrade in the struggle, [ was dropped without
explanation about my political and social disposal, [ was ignored and cast
aside though [ expected the SPLM/SPLA to form its own investigation team.
Our team might have found a little difference, because separate teams might
reach different conclusions that might have led to the truth. But the Move-
ment opted to turn its back on its 'national responsibility” to look into how
we lost our leader and record our loss from our prospective, For, in another
occasion, we might lose other leaders and end up in the same pathetic situa-
tion if we follow this strange antecedence,

Normally, weighty crimes stick at the bottom until the pool dries up and

45



DR JOHN GARANG de MABIOR ATEM

AMAN TO KNOW!

17

then the reality is exposed. The longer a crime takes in a lee the nearer crimi-
nals might appear. Some relevant facts might emerge after the case was long
hidden in the depth of the dark. Indeed, people heard weak figures about
to reveal some leading signals that might lead people to the truth. All in all,
nothing could erase our people’s dissatisfaction with all the statements made

until truth prevails.

The SPLM has no single page of story to present to its members, support-
ers or people interested in knowing how we lost our leader and founding
father Dr John Garang de Mabior. Not even a statement was made about how
we lost him, Perhaps, the nation was intentionally denied to know how their
feader was lost; as an offer in the process of achieving what opportunists
wanted. Many people witnessed how different nations mourned Dr Garang
and how others reacted to his loss pretentiously in disguised celebrations. |
wonder what our people should yearn for in this history to convey to coming
generations, and what our leadership could tell our people.

Indeed, the Movement and the Government of South Sudan have every
right to conduct a ‘new investigation to re-examine the case’. The question
is whether there and chance of doing that given the apathetic state of affairs
the people are in. There could be some crafty hands involved in the crime.
Even if there were some mighty hands involved in designing the crime, that
does not really make a strong argument to ignore or avoid finding or telling
the truth. I believe nothing could be more painful to people than coming out
in millions to receive Dr Garang on the 8 July 2005, and suddenly find them-

selves mourning a big loss on the 31 July 2005.
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A Call to Keep the Memory Alive

Dr John Garang was a rare comrade with whom we spent an important
part of our youth, and he was a youthful man. We were destined to offer our
efforts and we freely undertook our tasks, Dr Garang was a dear comrade
in our twenty-two years of struggle. His life was full of events, including the
good and the bad, in which a person could be duty-bound to engage in chal-
lenges that might require a lot, including sacrificing one’s life. He had many
contacts with people who made him what he became. Dr Garang led the re-
making of a new history for the Sudan when he refused to become fourth or
third or second-class citizen in his country. He provoked the people to either
rebuild a new Sudan for all the Sudanese on equal basis or never. The des-
tiny of Sudan was according to his prediction: the country had 10 be divided
into two. Today, his footprints are vividly visible, engraved on the contempo-
rary charts of South Sudan and the Sudan.

He undertook that process with many comrades, friends, relatives, ac-
quaintances, and even enemies. But only a limited number of people ven-
tured to record their experiences with Dr john Garang with sincerity like
Dr Mansour Khalid, Dr Francis Deng, Dr al-Wathiq Kimeir, Dr Lual Deng
Achuek, General Lazarus Sumbeiywo, Hilde Johnson, and others from over-
s5gas Intellectuals saw in him what others did not see. It was his vision of
founding a New Sudan and the power of his utterances that made him popu-
lar. That is why Dr John Garang's role in the contemporary history of the
Sudan is so vital. He was with the people in all circumstances.

The experiences of Dr John Garang are real treasures that should be col-
lected now 1o help people in areas of similar problems, especially with the
divides along cultural and religious lines, where there is a need for modali-
tieg for peaceful resolution of conflict, Many turbulent parts of Africa come
tomind in this respect. These included the fringes of the sub-Saharan Africa
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where Christianity, Islam and African religious beliefs confront one other
in conflicts over diminishing natural resources, leading to ethuically or reli-
giously motivated bloodshed, like our case in the Sudan.

Theretare, in the coming pages, one intends to ‘call' all those knowledge-
able people t0 set their minds, consult their memoirs and think about their
experiences with Dr John Garang for our benefit. The account I will be giv-
. 2 2 : g1
ing does not claim a chronological aspect; it is rather a synopsis of aspects
in Garang’s life, based on interaction with him, I interacted with him as 1
stood under his shadow during our struggle. Dr Garang freely and frankly
interacted with people though they had different experiences, feelings, and

conclusions.

Indeed, some personalities were close to him but did not keep records of
how the man marked his steps on the dunes of time. These pages are a mix of
thoughts and observations connected to memorable occasions, which consti-
tuted part of the life of the man, to provoke our recollections and bring them
to life. Some events are presented here to portray how the Garang sailed
through the rough seas of life. This is a ‘call’ to every colleague, friend and
associate of Dr John Garang to contribute a deserved.chance for our young
people to know at depth the types of hurdles weighty ﬁgurc;like Dr John Ga-
rang de Mabior bravely overcame to rebuild the country with commitment
and pride. There are some unbearable hindrances in our lives that could dis-
tract our thoughts, but they could only be there for sometimes. Therefore, we
should remember all our experiences with Dr John Garang.

Dr Garang emerged from the middle of a simple traditional community
that inhabited a barren environment in Southern Sudan. He grew and ma-
tured to challenge the way the Sudan was patched as an ailing country. From
that reality, he endeavoured to convinee the world ro establish a sound so-
cial and legal basis for a nation known as ‘South Sudan’, through a relentless

¥ — ——
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armed struggle and peaceful ways. Dr John Garang tried so hard to re-build
a united country out of its historical realities on equitable and just bases, But
chauvinists and hypocrites confronted him. Given that blind rejection, the
Sudan had 1o shatter into two, like he predicted, and here we are.

Besides his family, there are names among Dr John's acquaintances, com-
rades and friends that one should mention because of the frankness and
depth of their relations with him. Dr Garang’s closest comrades and asso-
ciates were Salva Kiiy, Dr Mansour Khalid, Pagan Amum, Deng Alor, Oyai
Deng, Bior Ajang, James Hoth, Gier Chuang, Pieng Deng, Yasir Arman,
Malual Majok, and Atem Garang Daw, and an array of friends including
Brian De Silva, Dan Eiffe, Roger Winter, and Dan Callery, bodyguards and
signal operators. Those personalities could be confidential stores of many
unknown stories during the twenty-two years we spent together in the bush.

President Omer al-Bashir, with whom Dr John Garang became partner
after long enmity, said about his First Vice President in August 2005: ‘I knew
him as fighter, knew him as negotiator, and I knew him as human being'.
That was Dr Garang. The man deserves a museum like the one conceptual-
ized by Alikaya Aligo in 2005. At that time, the SPLM/SPLA was expected
to collect all the relevant portraits, objects and documents as there were no
monuments since the British Condominium dismantled the Ivory Pyramid
of Ngun-Deng in Waat between 1927 and 1928. Thisis a genuine call to all the
people who knew Dr Garang to live up to the challenge and help our people
collect what we know about him, In respect to the unique history along the
Nile starting from the terrain of Wangule—i‘—and Waat to his accomplishments
in the Sudan, Dr John Garang de Mabior Atem could as well be a formidable

pyramid.
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From the Pastures of Wangulei

3

Wangulei Village:

arang de Mabior Atem was born in a village known as ‘Wangulei' in
G1945. His mother was Gak Malual and his father Mabior Atem Aruei.
Garang was the fourth child in his family among brothers and step-brothers:
Atem, Deng, Aruei, Garang, Akoi and Malual and sisters. Wangulei was el-
evated to a Payam after 2005 in the eastern part of Kongor in former Bor Dis-
trict. Like many villages of South Sudan, the name Wangulei signified noth-
ing but a name in that elephant-grass stretching plains, dotted with trees,

i+ et

scattered homesteads and cattle camps, especially during the wet seasons.

In the dry seasons, except for infants, the elderly and the disabled, the
community would shift with cattle to the meadows [toch] to the west, cov-
ered with pleasing natural carpets of emerald-green pastures shooting in the
previously burnt grass and bush. Hence, life moves towards the Nile, where
ple’ny of milk and fish would constitute the main diet on yearly basis. And
people become happy, marking the season with cultural shows amidst plen-
ty. It was in that environment our fittle boy grew to look after goats and cattle
before going to school. Garang passed through all the ‘difficulties and nice-
ties' of life in his childhood, which a Dinka boy would go through as a matter
of ‘cultural' education and initiation into manhood,
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Wangulei is a flat savannah environment, flooded during wet seasons,
Marked with sorghum, maize, millet and pumpkin, planted around the
scattered homesteads to subsist life after coming from the meadows, when
Locks of colourful birds swarm in thousands at the beginning of the * temper-
ate’ weather, followed by the commg of dry season and multiple species of
games in an amazing rampage ‘head w westwan{ mwards the Nile and spread
lhroughout the sudd area, Unless one had a previous sta) or passage through
Wangulei, no person would know whether she or he has reached the village.
Wangulei is too vast an area for a village.

From 2005 ox}wards. thar unknown tranquil village began to put on a new
outlook with the appearance of some awakening cracks in the soil, indicating
some growth in the field of agriculture, introduced by Mama Rebecca Nyan-
deng, the determined wife of our late leader, Dr John Garang. Mama Rebecca
dedicated part of her time to encourage women at Wangulei to cultivate sor-
ghum, maize, sunflower, tubers and vegetables and have a small market. A
school and a health centre have come up beside a workshop and a modest
powerhouse, But, unfortunately, that growth has been hampered by the in-
ternal civil war, which devastated the whole region. Once and unknown vil-
lage, Wangulei, the birth place of Dr Garang and a place is lived in to the age
of eight, assumed a significant status on the world maps.

Pursuing Education in East Africa:

Dr Garang was militarily and intellectually well prepared to lead his peo-
ple, He was ready almost in every aspect. He was extensively well read and
understood his readings. His shortcomings could be attributed to the over-
whelming complex situations that defied ‘normal’ human ability, like setting
and running a formidable movement that gave birth to a new nation, South
Sudan! His cousin Arhithiei, who was working in Tonj, insisted on taking Ga-
rang to school in Tonj in 1953. From Tonj Elementary School, young Garang

Y] (. — =
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was admitted to Bussere Intermediate School in 1957, where he acquainted
himself with agriculture and loved it to sustain himself. So he started to fol-
low, abserve and see how ‘life’ germinating, growing and bearing fruits.

At the age of thirteen, Garang and one of his colleagues were able 1o
plantand harvest 'twenty-seven sacks of peanuts’, from which he settled four
school years, [n 1961, Garang went to Khartoum for the first time in his life
and looked for a job. He worked in the construction of Omdurman Munici-
pality at a monthly wage of 9 Sudanese Pounds, From Omdurman, Garang
travelled to Damazin in Southern Blue Nile where the Rusieris Dam was be-
ing constructed and found a job, before he could travel to Rumbek for his
school. One fundamental fact to note was that John Garang never depended
on any person to fund or support his schooling. He did it all by himself for
himself.

From Bussere, Garang was admitted to Rumbek Secondary School in 1962
and left the same year when the school was closed down for students’ unrest,
Garang was an inquisitive young man and fond of ‘reading. He read whatever
he found. Back in Bor, young man Garang and two of his colleagues, Ajang
Alaak and Majok Ayuen, and 27 age-mates and _cgl!g_agum, decided to join the
Anya-nya Movement, but they were advised to pursue further education. So
they left Southern Sudan on 31 December 1962 and walked to Ethiopia, From
Ethiopia Garang decided to go to Kenya in 1963. Garang's top priority was to
pursue education, which he did with distinction, starting from the Central
Province in Kenya. He went to Nyeri and started teaching to support himself
and prepare for further education. Garang was arrested and convicted in Ke-
nya by the British colonial administration for ‘trossing the border illegally’.
From Kenya he went to Uganda for a short time and proceeded to Tanganyika
where he was lucky complete his secondary education after finding a school
by Mount Kilimanjaro through the ‘Council of Churches of Tanganyika’. He
was given no chance by events to grow and rise into manhood in his home
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country. He grew into a mature and determined person abroad, while many
of the youth ran the risk of melting into different cultures if they did not have
guardians. Garang focused on specific ta—rf;n;m and that greatly helped him o
achieve his dreams,

On his way to Dar es Salamm, John Garang was accompanied by his col-
league from Rumbek Secondary School, Deng Thon. After completing high
school he was admitted to the University of Dar es Salaam. From there he
flew to Towa in the United States and joined Grinnell College, a private liberal
arts college known for its rigorous academics and tradition of social respon-
sibility. In 1971, Garang graduated in Agricultural Economics, Bupervised by
Professor John Dawson. He strongly believed his years in Dar es Salaam of-
fered him a golden opportunity that exposed him to politics and progressive
theories of liberation, During those times, the University of Dar es Salaam
was the capital of ‘African liberation'. It was in that pool that Garang found
himself swimming skilfully in the politics of liberation. He interacted with
great thinkers like Walter Rodney and the leaders of the African struggle like
Dr Antonio Agustino Neto of Angola, Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane of Mo-
zambique, and Sam Nujoma of Namibia, Amilcar Cabral from Guinea Bis-
sauand Cape Verde, and South African liberators. While in Tanzania in 1970
- 1971, Garang met Yuweri Museveni in his final year and exchanged revolu-
tionary ideas in the same class. Garang considered himself a graduate of the
“Tanzanian School of African Socialism', and indeed he was. African social-
ism became his "political religion’,

From Grinnell University, lowa, USA, Garang retumned to Tanzania in
1970 and visited Uganda where he met his friend Alfred Lado Gore, They vis-
ited Nairobi together and met many Southern Sudanese in a refugee settle-
ment and they had a good impression about his liberation ideas. As he visited
Uganda 1o see his son, Chief Gore, the father of Alfred, invited both Garang
and Alfred to visit Labonok, a few kilometres South of Juba, known as South-
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ern Barl. It was the first for ime Garang to visit the region after many years in
exile. Dr Garang would return to Lobonok with Comrade Alfred Lado Gore
in 1992 as we prepared to attack Juba,

Garang was an intelligent, impressive young graduate, admired for his
clear Black-Panther-like revolutionary ideas, which inspired people wherev-
er he went. After recurning with Alfred 1o Kampala, Garang decided to travel
to Lobone in Southern Sudan to meet Uncle Akuot Atem. There, he decided
to have his first military training as a graduate under General Joseph Lagu.
He described Lagu as a ‘Good Commander’. Unlike graduates of his age who
looked for white-collar jobs, Garang was a humble young man bent to wear-
ing slippers, coloured African costumes, and was a chain smoker. Garang was
ég_t_mcted by ‘Jaramoge Odinga Oginga' style of casual African dresses and
loved to read about African revolutions.

Garang met General Joseph Lagu, the leader and Commander-in-Chief
of Southern Sudanese resistance, and asked him puzzling questions: "Why
do you fight to break away the South and not to liberate the whole country
when you are armed'? That was an astonishing question from a young man
to a leader. General Joseph Lagu replied: “The Arabs are the people fightng
and killing us!' General Joseph Lagu met Captain Garang for the second time
after he was trained and asked him why he wanted to be trained. Captain
Garang replied: ‘[ accepted to Aight for the same ideas and struggle together
with my people’, Long after that interaction, John Garang was absorbed in
the army as a caprain, and General Joseph Lagu kept an eye on him.

When peace talks began in 1972, John Garang flew to Addis Ababa after
his graduation from Grinnell University. In the process of negotiations, Ga-
rang wrote an elaborate letter to General Lagu, expressing his opinion against
what was reached in Addis Ababa in March 1972, Garang was proven rightin
1983 when Nimeiri unilaterally abrogated the Addis Ababa Agreement, de-
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é scribing it-as ‘nor a Bible neither a Qur'an'. Garang and his colleagues be-

22

lieved the Addis Ababa Agreement was 'concluded behind Southerners and
was built on the conceprt of absorbing the Anya-nya into the Sudan Army'.
That letter of Garang provoked misunderstanding betweéen him and Gen-
eral Lagu for long. After Garang was absorbed a captain in the army he was
followed by the Military Intelligence. Col John Garang was always carefu!
until he returned o the bush on 16 May 1983, and was declared leader of
the SPLM/SPLA rebellion. President Nimeiri sent for Garang's deputy in the
Research Depariment, Lt Col Mahjoub Nasir and asked what incited Garang
to turn against the government after returning from the US.A. with a PhD,
Nimeiri thought that was enough to discourage Garang from joining rebel-
lion. Lt Col Mahjoub Nasir answered the President in a meeting of the high
Military Command and Heads of Departments of the Sudanese Army that
‘Colonel Dr Garang left because he was frustrated with the manner in which
we handle things connected to the South. For instance, he was against ‘Shar-

_1a Laws’ and ‘kasha’ - the random arrest of women for brewing alcohol to
educate their children. And he was against the inscri ption of a Qur'anic verse
on the army banner, for he is a Christian. And there are other things we de
without involving the Southerners. During his lastdays, I informed the Intel-
ligence about my observations and the way in which things were developing
in the South, but they..." President Nimeiri interrupted him with a comment
‘Really strange!’ That was all his said about Dr John Garang and avoided to
go deeper to look for other reasons.

After becoming SPLM chairman and SPLA C-in-C, and whenever he vis-
ited different areas he had been to before in the bush, Dr Garang would ask
for some of his colleagues to recollect his memories about changes that mighe
have occurred since his last visit. He would ask about areas he went through
during his tzaining as a cadet and made friends and acquaintances, When he
returned to the Sudan, Dr Garang had a short time 10 recap, grasp and un-
derstand different types of social, political and military issues, squabbles and
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challenges in the Sudanese communities, diverse as they were but connected
in one word: ‘marginalization’. He studied the composition of the Sudanese
people in'a manner that no Southern politician has ever done.

Some people mighe think knowing the language of others means a total
grasp of those people’s behaviours, and consequently belittling them with-
out capruring their history. Dr Garang had a profound knowledge of the his-
tory and the composition of the Sudanese people. He took to learn Arabic
from his teacher Comrade Daniel Kodi Angelo, to be able to communicate
with his forces and read, 'intercepted messages' in the first place. He told his
comrades: ‘Knowing a language, any language, has nothing te do with op-
pressing you. It is a means of communication, and knowing the language of
one’s enemy is always good'. Dr Garang was open to learn Arabic and asked
people about the meaning of words and how to pronounce and write them.
He greatly improved his Arabic with time.

From his position as Chairman and C-in-C of the Movement, he had to
know people and understand their problems before talking about them. For
example, he knew about ‘Rashaida’ far in Eastern Sudan before he could talk
about their problems. Dr John Garang knew about the origins of the ‘Eik'or
‘Thawus', a people far in the south-eastern comner of Southern Sudan. He
visited them atop Mount Lazulia, a mountainous area between South Sudan
and Uganda and towards north-western Kenya. Unfortunately, it was on that
same south-western periphery of Mount Lazulia that Dr John Garang and
his companions met their tragic fate. General Oyai and Col Luis Natale Finji
and a group of brave dedicated team of officers climbed the Mountain and
collected the remains and whatever salvageable belongings.
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Knowing Garang:

In February 1974, the National Security detained me in Rumbek. | was
teaching in Rumbek Senior School. T was Teaching English and History of
Modern Europe from Bismarck to the unification of Germany, from WWI
and WWII, covering the rise of the Bolsheviks in Russia under Lenin and
Stalin to *Form [11' students as they prepared for the Sudan School Certificate
that year. Perhaps those were the most devastating wars in human history. |
was sharing a house with my dear friend, late Bol Kolok, who hailed from Pa-
chong near Rumbek and was teaching biology to science classes. Bol talked
to me about a certain John Garang. My history classes were interesting to
students, a sentimental category of youth to whom I belonged. History as a
subject kindles revolutionary thinking and provokes imagination and objec-
tive ideas of young people if it is well presented.

To enliven my classes before and after lessons, I used to brief students
about the latest news and general knowledge of interest, since radios were
few. The students were so happy and satisfied, There could be nothing more
satisfying than students’ positive reaction toward their teacher. But stories
began to spread from some of my envious colleagues that I was teaching
‘Communism’, and that | was spoiling our young people. Eventually, I was
victimized, arrested and dragged into jail without knowing or looking at
what I was teaching. The charges were concocted by some elements whose
candidates lost in the 1973 elections and wanted to avenge the failure of their
candidate, Samuel Aru Bol. Most of the students voted in favour of Joseph
Malath, the candidare | supported.

[ was transported with some of my students under heavy escort to Wau
Prison as ‘dangerous Communists', However, none of our captors knew what
Communism was about. Ignorant anti-communists gone mad would agitate
that ‘Communists sleep with their mothers!" So, we were transported under
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heavy escort to a bigger prison. In Wau, Lt Mathiang Malual Mabor unex-
pectedly dropped in to visit me in jail and candidly approached me about his
desire to take the hand of our adorable sister, Ann Nyandeng Wuor Abyei,
aka ‘Nyanthon'. I had closely known Mathiang since Khartoum and [ stayed
with them in 1967, in the house of Uncle Manoa Majok, my father's friend.

I accepted Mathiang Malual's proposal on condition that Nyanthon
should convey her consent to me, since Joseph Dut, our elder brother, was in
Khartoum, After two days, I was admitted for having severe malaria. After my
third day in the hospital, my would-be ‘brother-in-law' told me that his days
were about 1o finish and the wedding was be approaching. But Nyanthon
told him she would not wed since her brother was still ‘under arrest and in
hospital'. We discussed that matter and sought the best way to jump over
thatlittle hurdle. And I suggested: ‘Better pass the bride by me in the hospital
direct from the Church so I can congratulate both of you after matrimony’,

They agreed.

My brother-in-law, Mathiang Malual, accepted that suggestion and it
was done, As 1 was talking to my sister, accompanied by relatives, friends,
and women who were ululating and wailing beside the bride, | told them:
'I'm here under arrest, but I'm not a thief or a criminal. I am here because
of this land. Now you may go. Indeed, | am honoured, greatly delighted and
happy with you all. Congratulations!' Everybody around looked down fora
moment, listening, except my brother-in-law, Lt Mathiang Malual and his
best-man, Captain John Garang de Mabior, who gazed at me while spreading
a broad smile on his youthful face.

That smile of Captain John Garang captured my feelings and I felt like he
was telling me: 'Well done... we shall meet again’. The group left amidst ulu-
lations. I was so elated and extremely pleased to receive them as they drove
along the wedding convoy from the Church to see me, an ‘arrested accused
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Communist' in the hospital. That was my first time to witness a wedding in
a hospital. And that was indeed an unforgettable honour from a brother-in-
law to a brother who was ‘detained and hospitalized’.

That was not our first encounter. A few days before the wedding, Captain
John Garang visited me in the hospital accompanying my dear friend Major
Jibril Makoi. Jibril introduced Garang to me as his close friend. They tock
time laughing about their Anya-nya days in the bush. At that point, I asked
myself: ‘Why is this man so friendly to my best friends’? I felt a strange at-
_tractive power in the way he spoke. A day after, [ informed my dearest friend,
George Maker Benjamin, how Major Jibril Makoi introduced*Captain John
Garang to me, and about their warm visit. Maker Benjamin went on to tell
me more and more about Garang. He spoke about Garang's heated discourse
with General Lagu and Major Abul-Gassim Mohammed [brahim in Bussere,
where they seemed to have decided to ansfer Captain john Garang out of
Bussere, perhaps to Torit or Bor.

Other Encounters:

George Maker told me Captain Garang was the first Anya-nya university
graduate officer from the U.S.A.! He organized the forces, guided and trained
them to supplement their income by raising kitchen gardens and poultry.
Captain John Garang seemed to have decided to assist his colleagues at the
most difficult times to transform their lives; teaching them how to give up
their bush living style and adopt a new way of life, guided by specified in-
come during peace. The oscillation between elastic requirements and spe-
cific income was a challenge not only to people coming from the bush, but
also to those who were living in towns, where money counts most.

Maker Benjamin told me how Captain John Garang organized and en-
couraged his forces to do very useful things to supplement their meagre in-
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comes and develop their knowledge. Captain Garang began to open classes

n- to teach some of them, of whom Comrade Salva was one. He succeeded 10
‘liberate’ his colleagues and soldiers from one of our social habits; the habit
of “accommodating relatives and friends for free’ while contributing nothing
useful to where they stay or live: ‘If you have a guest in your house, you may
keep him for three days and after that give him a hoe to join you in produc-
ton. Why would you feed somebody or house a person for free’? Captain
Garang told his colleagues,

[ discussed with George Maker Benjamin the issue of ‘dependency’ and
resolved to discuss it further with Caprain Garang as one of the habits peo-
ple should aveid to change their lives in big towns like Wau. We failed to
meet Captain Garang. Our intention was to do something practical. We met
several times after my detention, but Garang was suddenly transferred from
Bussere to Torit, where he spent a short time. Maker was recalled to the uni-
versity after 1974 unrest, which the government clamped down. We agreed in
principal with Captain John Garang that ‘'dependency was not a good habit
for people to adopt’. That strange, lazy, and careless social behaviour contra-
dicts our traditional norms in which guests stay a few days and they would
return to their abode without creating 4 burden on their-host

We knew and understood how the 'self-aggrandizing mentality of north-
ern Sudanese leaders’ looked at Caprain John Garang's activities in Bussere.
That could have been the reason why a senior member of the Revolutionary

- Council of Nimeiri, Abul-Gassim Mohammed Ibrahim, flew from Khartoum
to Wau to involve himself in that case from behind General Joseph Lagu.
And Lagu also felt uneasy with Captain John Garang’s initiatives; changing
the life of the army! We sensed Captain Garang might have been reported to
Khartoum. We agreed that was nothing but envy. We went back to history,
especially to that case of a French Jewish officer, Dreyfus {(Alfred Dreyfus, an

artillery captain who was falsely convicted of passing military secrets to the
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Germans during WWII) which became a maxim in modem armies. Exam-
ining that affair, there became no instance where a junior officer, a captain,
could win a case against a senior officer like General Joseph Lagu, given the
time and space in which they were confronting one another.

Captain John Garang stuck to helping himself with cultivation. Before he
was transferred to Bor, he decided to import a ‘tractor’ instead of buying a
car like most of the Sudanese who were abroad for courses or scholarships.
He surprised the people in Bor with his tractor. He drove it himself and had
a modest farm, He had a good harvest and sold his products with modest
prices. Dr Garang only bought a new car when he was transferred to Khar-
toum, which he also left with Comrade Deng Majang to deliver to Prof Gas-
sim Badri, the Principal of al-Ahfad College for Girls, when he decided to go
to the bush. In spite of being Chairman and C-in-C, he brought a tractor to
Boma Mountains and started to farm for his soldiers. It was a sizngl&finn
of sorghum, maize, green-gram, cassava, sweet potatoes, and vegetables, Dr
John Garang was a distinguished scholar, a professional soldier and a re-
markable farmer; an amazing combination.

We focused on keeping Captain Garang in the army and that he should
distance himself from confronting his seniors who tend to be confrontational
over trifies, especially with his being among the few graduates in the army,
with all the sensitivities about his ‘intellectual superiority as a Southern Su-
danese’, which placed him ahead of many of his colleagues and graduates of
military college. As a habit, senior officers in the armies tend to be absolute
with whatever they believe. We advised him to make a difference to com-
pensate for Southerners who were not accepted in other army units like the
Legal Department. We liked him to lead in the army where injustices were
imposed on ‘black people’ since the time of White League uprising of Cap-
tain Ali Abdel-Latif-Tok-Mac was crushed in 1924.

2sE_ . o
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I was discharged from Wau Hospital in June 1974. We were finally released
from prison after we staged a five-day hunger strike. Captain Garang invited
me and Maker to the Officers’ Club in Wau, in the former residence of Uncle
Stanislaws Biasama. After that dinner, we fixed other a ppointments to discuss
some aspects related to the Sudanese history, but the plans were cut short by
Captain Garang’s transfer to Torit. Captain Garang used to take notes about
issues that interested him. He always took notes whenever he comes across
issues he believed were of interest. Captain Garang would take notes and
never forgot them. With him, one became closer as if prepared by destiny
to join hands in pursuance of a cause, Very smoothly, I found myself joining
him in the struggle with my family without any doubt. Captain Garang left
in me an un-erasable impression of a person looking for ‘something-good for
all' beyond the horizon,
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The Movement in the Making
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In the Ranks and Files

ince he left Wau to the time he became a colonel, I did not meet
SGarang until 1982. His memory stuck in many minds to the point of
proposing him candidate for the 1981 Presidential Elections in the Southern
Region from Wau! Captain Garang was transferred to Torit in Eastern Equa-
toria, and from there he was sent to Jibeit in the Red Sea Region for a Bat-
talion Commanders Course. After Jibeit, he was sent to Fort Banning in the
US.A. for one year training. He returned in 1975 and was married in Bor 1o
Rebecca Nyandeng Atem. In 1978, Major Garang was transferred to the Mili-
tary College as full instructor. In 1978 Lt Col Garang was allowed to register
for PhD in lowa State University, supervised by Professor John F. Timmons.
He completed successfully and returned to Khartoum in 1981, where he was
attached to the Operations Department in the Army Headquarters. From
there, Col Garang was appointed Head of the Military Research Unit. In the
same year, Col Dr Garang became a lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Khartoum, atop his previous assignment in the army, until he
departed for the bush on 16 May 1983,

General Ja'far Nimeiri did not know what to do with Col Dr Garang, wher-
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ever he took him there was an affinity towards him! Dr Garang remained
silent, obedient, industrious, and intelligent. General Nimeiri liked him for
his reclusiveness, but was not that fond of him for his being 2 Southern Suda-
nese. The envious and confused senior northern officers were not an excep-
tion either.

We kept following one another through verbal messages. But following the
Sudan Socialist Union, 8.5.U., extraordinary conference in which the issue of
*kokora" was staged in Juba, February 1982, Dr Garang suddenly appeared in
Juba. He was coming from Khartoum after being to U.S.A. and was honoured
by giving a speech in that conference. The other day, our group was graced
to invite him for dinner in the ‘Unity Garden'. We were: Benjamin Bol Akok,
our Chairman of the National Action Movement, aka, NAM, Edward Lino, in
charge of Organization, Sir Anai Keluel-jang, in charge of Information, Amon
Wantok for Bahr el-Ghazal, Marko Machiec for Finance, George Maker for
Lakes Province, and Costa Lual Secondo for Juba Area. The leadership that
attended the dinner were very pleased to attend as Provisional National Ac-
tion Movement Executive Committee-NAM. We were so excited to meet our
new Chief of Staff of the National Action Movement Liberation Army, (NAM-
LA), Dr John Garang de Mabior. We kept the development to ourselves,

During the same dinner Dr John Garang was fully briefed. Since he left for
America, things began to deteriorate in the Sudan and in the South in particu-
lar. That was why we decided to assign him the responsibility of Chief-of-Staff
of the National Action Movement Liberation Army, NAMLA. Dr John Garang
accepted the new assignment and he even stressed the importance of recruit-
ing some colleagues and acquaintances from the former Anyanya comrades
who were reliable and would be ready to join ‘NAMLA', like Col Yuhanes Yor,
Col Edward Peter, Col George Hilal, Lt Col Daniel Awet, Captain Salva Kiir
and a few others, ‘since many Anyanya officers got attracted by life and lost
their way’,
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We all new Col Dr Garang would pursue the serious mission of contacting
some of his former Anyanya colleagues. He later invited the names he gave
us by the way of example to respond 1o the national call, which was spear-
headed by the group that gathered in Boma., The first to join Dr John Garang
were Comrade Kerubino Kuanyin Bol, William Nyuon Bany, and Salva Kiir
Mayar. The rest followed the call later, others delayed while some were ex-
pected to join until they unfortunately died in expectation, like Col Yuhanes
Yor and Col George Hilal and others, Not very many officers among the Any-
anya were convinced, as some of them began to feel the zero hour is yet for
them to join the Movement.

During that dinner; the group briefed Dr Garang that some comrades met
Othwon Dak, the Commissioner of Upper Nile in Malakal and insisted to go
to the bush since we were delaying. They nder Comrade Lakurnyang,
Nachigak and Pagan Amum towards Boma Mountain. Dr Garang was briefed
of comrades who became restless and contacted Comrade William Abdalla
Chuol near Fangak and Comrade Atem Garang de Kuek, who was the Dis-
trict Commissioner of Akobo, As we were about 1o approach mid-nighr, our
sitting ended and each of us took his way separately. And so we concluded
that historic working dinner.

Days after, Garang travelled to Khartoum for some months and returned.
He proceeded to Bor for a short time. According ro plans, Major Kerubino
Kuanyin Bol stopped in Bor on his way to Juba from Fashala. Col Dr John
Garang and Major Kuanyin agreed to meet in Juba. They met in Juba and
kept William Nyuon and Salva Kiir in picture. Col Garang, left Major Keru-
bino Kuanyin in Juba and proceeded to Bor during the first week of May 1983,
accompanied by his family. In those days, there was an over-riding feeling
haunting some of us that something definite was about to take place, but
none could tell what, where, when and how that was to happen.
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In the second week of May 1983, Col Garang and Major Kuanyin met in
Juba and agreed on a plan. Major Kuanyin had to see Major-General Siddiq
al-Banna, the Commander of Southern Region, and give him elephant tusks
and leopard skins he brought from Fashala to ‘show his allegiance’. That was
the ploy they used to allure Major-General al-Banna to supply them with
the logistics they wanted for Bor, Pibor and Fashala as ‘there were fears of an
eminent attack by Anya-nya II on Fashala from around Akobo during that
coming wet season’. Major-General al-Banna took the information seriously.

Major-General Al-Banna was a narrow-minded self-conceited General
who was interested in acquiring wealth. He thankfully welcomed the tusks
and leopard skins from Major Kuanyin and promptly responded to his de-
mands. ‘Al-Banna bartered the tusks and skins with ammunition!” And that
was what Southern Sudan meant for him, as far as he was concerned. So,
Col Dr Garang and Major Kuanyin exploited that basic flaw 1o the maxi-
mum. Major-General Al-Banna contributed to the rise of the Movement
when he refused to talk to his soldiers about their delayed salaries and
chose to fight them.

While in Juba, Colonel Dr Garang and Major Kerubino tactically picked
up the issue of ‘delayed salaries’ to start heating the situation across the ranks.
Garang told me: ‘Once pockets are dry, people’s minds that would negatively
affected. He was right. But Major-General Siddiq Al-Banna considered that
protest a ‘rebellion’ and decided to confront it by force, Right from Juba, Bor,
Pibor, Ayot and Fashala, the situation began to heat up beyond control until
it exploded. Events started from Bor, Ayot, Pibor and Fashala, connecting to
a long chain of defections from Malakal, Kapoeta, Bentiu, Rumbek to Meridi
and Aweil. The move largely affected the organized forces in an unprecedent-
ed solidarity, which resulted into the creation of the SPLM/SPLA.

Those defections happened when the former Anya-nya I contingencies
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were to be transferred to different parts in northern Sudan, leaving their fam-
ilies in distress. Maximum secrecy was required. Col Dr Garang and Major
Kerubino kept it to themselves until the revolution was born. And that was
how the war of our liberation began to spread throughout Southern Sudan,
Blue Nile, the Nuba Mountains to Darfur, and gradually to Eastern Sudan,
since 16 May 1983.

Unfortunately, when people gathered in Itang, Ethiopia, most of the
founding members and leaders of NAM were not around. Most of them i
delayed on the way, some opted to form their organizations or left unrrace-
able. The distance was long. Dr Garang was confronted with that reality. He
agreed with the rest of the conferees to choose a new name for the mave-
ment, and it was named “The Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement — SPLM/
SPLA'. That name would engulfall the people and movements in the Sudan
on equal basis so that they could move on to achieve their noble aspirations
and objectives. That was why NAM was indicated in the Manifesto asone of
the progressive and pioneering movements, SPLM/SPLA was born as a pro-
gressive [iberation movement, open to all people in Southern Sudan as well
as Northern Sudan, like clearly provided in the Manifesto.

We Were in Khartoum

In Khartoum, we were following the events from the time confrontation
began in Battalion 105 in Bor to the birth of the revolution, We were orga-
nized in a commirtee, which met on a weekly basis in the Faculty of Engi-
neering, University of Khartoum, in the office of Dr Lam Akol Ajawin. The
group included Deng Majang, Manyang Awol, Col Gordon Muortat, Major
Arok Thon, Major Niknora Magar, Dr Peter Nyot Kok, Dr Lam Akol and my-
self. We had affiliates out of Khartoum: Marco Maciech, Wani lgga, Juma
Abdel-Gadir, Yuhanes Yor Akol, Ramadhan Abu-Gor, Amon Wantok, Maker
Benjamin, and other founding members of NAM. Our rask was to follow,
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strategize, and organize people to respond to eventualities concerning South-
ern Sudan. We had 10 prepare to lead our marginalized people countrywide.

We organized ourselves into a clandestine group that aimed to confront
the May Regime when it imposed ‘Sharia Laws’ on the country, We deeply
feltit was our ‘Southern national duty and responsibility’, since many ‘South-
ern politicians’, if not all, were grafted and overused by the ailing regime and
were stained by the fading colours of the Sudanese Socialist Union, SSU,
which was pita-patting between left and right. We authored that widely dis-
tributed public protest, which we delivered to the American Vice-President,
George Bush, when he visited the Sudan in 1984, to the surprise of President
Nimeiri and al! his security organs. Later on, we all decided to merge into the
SPLM/SPLA as part of its founding comrades and indeed, we became.

Major Arok Thon Arok was flown from Malakal to Khartoum under ar-
rest, before the 16 May 1983, He was part of our committee before his transfer
1o Juba o represent the Army in the Regional Assembly for fear of keeping
him active in the army. He was highly suspectglof involvement in steering
havoe in the South, but nothing was found to substantiate the charge, When
the political situation in the Sudan deteriorated before the division of South-
ern Sudan, Arok stood against the move. They brought him from Malakal
under arrest to al-Shajara Armoured Garrison Officers’ Mess near Lt Col
Mathiang Malual, Major Niknora Magar, Major Chol Ayuak and 1st Lt Musa
Abdalla Mabok, who were affiliated to us organizationally and considered
countrywide to be the most daring officers in the Sudanese Armoured Divi-
sion.

Twent straight to visit my friend, Major Arok Thon Arok, in the evening of
16 May. We embraced long to avoid being suspected by his guard, while whis-
pering to me about events in Bor since that morning. He informed me that Dr
fohn Garang was safe and had withdrawn to the village, heading towards the

e
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Ethiopian borders with his family. Major Kerubino Kuanyin Bol made it safe-
Iy, bur was unfortunately wounded in that confrontation. From there, | had to
leave Shajara Garrison immediately at about 6.30 p.m., with Lt Col Mathiang
Malual who also knew about the developments in Bor. I told him I had no car
to take me for an ‘appointment’, Being my brother-in-law and a friend too,
Lt Col Mathiang Malual took me in his car. He willingly accepted 1o give me
that historic lift, which took me to meet my friend, Comrade Ismail Hassan,
the Consul General of Ethiopia. Luckily,  had a previous appointment with
my friend, Comrade Ismail, that same evening. .

I informed Lt Col Mathiang about my appointment with [smail Hassan,
and indicated the direction. Lt Col Mathiang understood the importance and
urgency of my urgent mission. We went straight into his car, met Ismail in
Amarat Street 21, and followed him to his residence. For security reasons,
we parked inside the compound before Ismail could enter, We briefed Is-
mail about the events in Bor. I told him: ‘Colonel Dr John Garang, the man
I talked to you about earlier, is now on his way, footing with his family, 1o
Ethiopia'! He was taken aback, greatly surprised. [ promised to keep him in-
formed about the exploding situation in Southern Sudan. Things began to
develop very fast. Next day, we were informed that Major Kerubino Kuanyin
Wwas escorted to Ethiopia, after he received an injury in the arm. Comrade
Ismail took what transpired in Bor, which involved the Head of the Military
Research Unit of the Sudanese Army, as ‘a very serious matter and a prece-

dence to be closely followed".

On 23 May 1983, Ismail Hassan passed by Bahr el-Ghazal Coordination
Office, Amarat Streer 31 at about 12.30 p.m., and asked for me, As Comrade
Ismail Hassan was pretending to be asking me for something in the nearby
Saudi Embassy, he passed me a quick message to meet that evening. Bahr el
Ghazal office was infested with intelligence following what happened in Bor,
He told me to meet him that evening with Lt Col Mathiang Malual at 07.30
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p-m. Major Arok Thon was still under detention. I informed Lt Col Mathiang
about the appointment and kept Dr Lam Akol in picture. Akol hosted all the
meetings of our ‘Resistance Committee’ in his office in the Faculty of Engi-
neering and the University Staff Club, where we were organizing our people
in anticiparion of the changes in the Sudan before the SPLM/SPLA was con-
ceptualized and born. We assisted one another from our pockets with utmost
sincerity and respected the missions we assign to ourselves.

We met Ismail on time and went straight to his residence. Consul Ismail
told us he was leaving that same evening for Addis Ababa and he wanted
to ‘take with him a written message from us 1o his people about events in
Bor and a resume about Dr John Garang. Comrade Ismail stressed that ‘his
people wanted what he asked for'. He stressed the importance of his request,
and we were anticipating the same! Comrade Ismail brought me a penand a
paper. [ wrote what he asked for, Adding that ‘Dr John Garang was the very
person we spoke about sometimes ago'. | concluded the note with a request
‘Thankfully please, let Dr John Garang de Mabior meet your people art the
top for only five minutes, once he reached your end safely to know from him
personally about what is happening in the Sudan and Southern Sudan in

particular’.

I strongly fele that President Mengistu Hailemariam, a revolutionary
leader from an originally oppressed ethnicity under an oppressive monar-
chy, must have storage of human feelings against oppression. That might
persuade him to listen to, understand our call and extend a helping hand to
people who stood to liberate themselves like the Namibians, the Mozambi-
cans, the Angolans and the Somalis. Why not us the Southern Sudanese! In
those gloomy days, the diplomatic ties berween Ethiopia of Hailemariam and
the Sudan of Nimeiri were shaken and enmity was highly inflating and at the
verge of explosion. Indeed, it was too hot a time between the two neighbour-
ing countries,
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It took Consul Ismail Hassan some days and he returned on 27 May 1983.
I briefed Major Arok Thon Arok, who was released from detention a day be-
fore, about what went on with the Ethiopians. He came with us to be intro-
duced to our great friend Ismail. We met on time and jumped into [smail's
car and went straight to his residence. The main gate of the residence was
ajar. Comrade Ismail appeared to be extremely happy and a soothing wind of
satisfaction descended on us, 1 thought Ethiopia must have responded very
positively in relatively a short time for, and my spirits shot up sky-high! It was
one of the rare moments in life to read triumph conspicuously inscribed in
bright brilliant letters before ones’ eyes. And there | heard something great
like a boisterous voice from above droning: "Your resolve shall help liberate
your people in a foreseeable future, Go on, go!'  imagined hearing such a
candid voice and momentarily found myselfin a lull the moment we entered
into [smail’s living room.

The moment we entered his living-room, he rushed, grabbed and em-
braced me, Lt Col Mathiang and Major Arok and held our hands tight-
ly together and shouted: “Mabrook! Mabrook! Please, sit, sit, Mabrook!
Everything is accepred and very soon you shall receive everything in
detail. Oh! They were so happy. They greet you and congratulate you
from the top. They promised to brief them about your active presence,
Oh! Mabrook!" We had requested for some assistance to Dr Garang, I stood
and thanked him warmly, by embracing him and so did the rest. We had in-
troduced Major Arok Thon to him. Comrade Ismail Hassan was so excited to

" know Mathiang and Arok were well situated in the Sudan Army, with diverse

access to people in top positions, including being in the ‘intelligence’ and
well introduced to the diplomatic circles, And we found ourselves modestly
celebrating that graceful evening, ‘bull-dancing’ in silence.

In addition to the respectable social positions of Dr Lam Akol and Dr Pe-
ter Nyot in the society as reliable academicians, our relations with Comrade
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Ismail became more intimate. He introduced to us his daring assistant, Com-
rade Getachu Yusuf and his daughter. We were informed that the Ethiopians
deployed an intelligence group from their side as part of preparations to re-
ceive Col Garang along the border. We later learnt that the group included
Comrade Abara, Zarihon, and Thowath. Abara became a real comrade to the
movement and to most founding members, and so were Thowath, the Party
Secretary of Gambela, and Col Zarihon. Beside our need for food, medicine,
clothing and shelter, the clarity of our case and our ability to fight for our
ﬁghté were so convincing that our Ethiopian comrades decided to stand with
us. Indeed, Ethiopians sacrificed their lives to our people and provided what-
ever our people wanted, from needles to tanks.

Ethiopia dispatched a helicopter for that mission and we were informed
after the second week of June that ‘Colonel Dr John Garang and his family
arrived safely and went to Itang, where he left his family and had a long audi-
ence with Comrade Mengistu Hailemariam'. In the last week of June 1983, we
were also informed that Dr John Garang and some comrades were taken to
Addis Ababa and to ‘Nazareth Adama', where they set to draft the basic docu-
ments before the First Founding Congress in July 1983. After SPLM/SPLA
was formed in Itang, things started to change once people regrouped and
organized in a responsible manner.

The movement was born to grow under the name of the Sudan Peoples’
Liberation Movement with a military wing, the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation
Army. The direction and mission of the Movement were scientifically and
tactically conceptualized on progressive lines that aimed to liberate the peo-
ple of the Sudan. Dr John Garang's resolve was based on his ‘Anyanya I' expe-
riences and the revolutionary world: to divide up the traditional northern Su-
danese mentality from the start and confuse them more about the position of
the people in Southern Sudan and other marginalized people of the Sudan

concerning the sensitive issue of ‘separation’ and ‘Socialism'. The Movement
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decided to unite the country and followed a Saocialist line. Khartoum was so
confused with that ‘strange political growth’,

The Islamic-Arab Northern Sudanese effectively used the move against
separatism and Socialism as the rallying point for harvesting huge financial
and military support from the Arab and Islamic world. That time, the major-
ity of people who arrived to Bilpam, Itang and Gambela were out for sepi-
ration. Dr Garang clearly grasped that overwhelming inclination. He also
understood the international scene, as Ethiopia herself was facing a ‘separar-
ists" war' in Eritrea, which our people came to understand and appreciate
with time. It was nor an easy task for Dr Garang and few of his followers to
turn the Movement against separation and embrace Socialism; some veteran
politicians in ltang had difficulties accepting this fact. They had to swallow
their pride every time assistance flew from Ethiopia; forgetting about African
Solidarity but waited for the most appropriate time to bring separation and
fight Socialism.

So Dr Garang decided to maximize his presence in Ethiopia; building a
formidable uniting force that could break the back of reactionaries in the
country in the shortest possible time; an idea the which the Ethiopians sup-
ported. That desire from Ethiopia, when he embarked on building a formi-
dable army, seemed to surpass his political dreams; like when he said: “What
we lack now is a formidable force to confront the military might Khartoum
has been constantly using against our people since 1955, We had political par-
ties and organizations. Therefore, we must change our tactics and build a
stronger army able to defeat those regimes that come and go in Khartoum!’
As a matter of fact, the Sudanese Army needed a drastic change after it ad-
opted a racist dogma based on the religious lines,

Dr Garang knew the importance of building a force devoid of tribalism,
nepotism, racism, and religious dogmartism - the major diseases people that
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were confronting the Sudan in general and Southern Sudan in particular. He
sought for healthy ideas that could help him bring people together through-
out the country and build a formidable front to revolutionize the struggle.
He rarely talked about ‘revolution’. He would most of the time talk about
‘liberation’ in order to stress the difference berween the two words in terms of
their relevance to our situation, given the socio-political development of the
people and the country, which remains a debatable challenge today.

Besides our clandestine activities, we briefed our students about the per-
formance of the Movement and participated in public activities through the
Sudan African Congress, ‘SAC', and the ‘National Party’ of Rev Philip Abbas
Ghabbush, during the democratic era after Nimeiri was toppled. Rev Ghab-
bush used to openly agitate the public whenever he stood in public rallies
and people would flare once they hear the names of Dr John Garang, Yusuf
Kuwa, Dr Mansour Khalid and all the struggling comrades; sending them
best wishes and greetings from the slums of Khartoum and the marginalized
towns countrywide. That trend rapidly increased the popularity of the Move-
ment in the whole country. One could see the marginalized peoples uniting
their ranks and forgetting their differences; since their redeemer, wading in
the bushes of the Sudan, was coming.

The proposed visit of Deputy Chairman of SPLM/SPLA, Major Kerubino
Kuanyin, who ignited the Movement in Bor, with a battalion to join the Suda-
nese political forces of the 'uprising' in a conference in Wad-Medani in 1985,
fell like a bombshell in the centre of Khartoum. It shook the Transitional
Military Council to the marrow - being the people engaged in the war against
that very SPLM/SPLA in the South, Accepting and condoning such a visit to
the second city close to Khartoum, would have been quite a contradiction.
That move by the leadership of the Movement was intelligent and daring,
It was planned to pitch the military and the militarists against the masses
and bring the war nearer to Khartoum and to resolve the ‘Sudanese Problem’
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Jonce and for all. Politically speaking, the Movement infiltrated the Northern
Sudanese political and social mind like never before. It kept the country al-
most boiling.

Unknown Aetivities in Khartoum

In the second year after the birth of the Movement and start of military
operations, several historic successes were recorded in the baulefields, That
shook the Sudanese geo-politics so hard the country began to change drasti-
cally. All the oppressed countrywide began to wake up and raise their voices,
They tended to be confrontational. They all felt like having been liberated

* from all sorts of fear in the first place. Every heroic step taken by the Move-

ment would irritate the people in Khartoum like having been injected with
a new spirit of ‘resistance’. One example to note was Sergeant Samuel Bol
Ajok of the Logistics Corps in Khartoum North and some of his colleagues
in the other garrisons. Sergeant Samuel Bol and his colleagues planned a
‘coup’ in which they tried to involve the Movement in September 1984. They
contacted Reverend Philip Abbas Ghabbush and he accepted to parronize
the move, believing the Movement had blessed it. Rev Ghabbush sent me a
note written in a small ‘Benson cigarette’ box. At the time, | was in the office
of Dr Peter Nyot Kok, meeting Comrade Yuhanes Yor who came from Renk
with reports about their activities, Many people passed through them going
to join the Movement. A young lady, a secretary to Rev Philip Ghabbush, de-
livered the message to me. I took the packet, opened and read it. | was greatly
astonished! Rev Ghabbush asked me to prepare some basic coup documents:
a) first statement of the coup, b) suggest how the Cabinet should be set and
C) any curfew orders? I thanked the young lady and she left.

Surprised as I was, I told my comrades about the ‘big secret' in that small
box. It all looked like the fate of our one-million-square-miles country was
squeezed into a tiny box of cigarettes. The three of us agreed to stop that pre-

Leamm i)

75



™

P

DR JOHN GARANG dc MABIOR ATEM
A MAN TO KNOW!

mature ‘coup’ and to closely check their command and political prepared-
ness, We decided to ask Col. Gordon Muortat to come, being the person in
charge of our Military Affairs Committee, and Major Niknora Magar his dep-
uty. We mer that same evening and decided to let Major Niknora ascertain
their preparedness and the personalities involved to know what was going
on. We felt time was running fast though it was quite as we observed things
around us moving harmoniously. It was a tough move to undertake to stop
that coup. That was a rare heart-breaking experience, too sudden as it was.

Major Niknora Magar Achiek went and met them. He found only six

- NCOs and a Lt by name Yunis Abu-Sadur, a young flamboyant officer from

the Nuba Mountains, in Rimela south of Khartoum. We came to know some
knowledgeable officers: Lt Col Ramadhan Abugor, Ismail Khamis Jallab, and
Jumma Abdel-Agadir. Others did not attend the meeting, meaning they were
not part of that coup. But Ismail and Jumma were arrested. The meeting was
1o review the over-all situation, stock-take and divide assignments and re-
sponsibilities among them, chaired by Lt Abu-Sadur.

Major Magar returned the other day astonished, with information that
‘the coup was a big joke” in terms of its command and preparedness and that
2-Lt Yunis Abu-Sadur and some NCOs were the only people who decided to
take power and deceived Rev Philip Abbas Ghabbush about their readiness
to take power, and the only thing they were lacking was political leadership
to complete their readiness - which Rev Ghabbush accepted to provide ‘till
Dr John Garang would be invited!" They did that after fixing a date for the
coup, without informing Major Magar or any one of us. Thar adventurous
group did things in a hurry without knowing and so decided to proceed with
their plan.

From there, 1 was given the mission ‘to stop the coup by informing Rev
Ghabbush not to proceed with that plan'. I went and delivered him our mes-
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sage to stop the coup and told him ‘preparations were not ready’, to lessen
his disappointment and left his residence. Minutes after I left, Rev Ghabbush
was arrested with several others. But he was whisked to a different place and
the rest were taken o Kobar Prison. The other day, Dr Lam and [ were sepa-
rately arrested and taken to Kobar. We were surprised to meet one each other
there. The government did not know they had arrested the most senior rep-
resentative of the movement and his liaison assistany; the two biggest fish
whom they were surely fishing for in an endless ocean.

The bitter-fun one lives with is the fact that we were both arrested for
- something we knew, but to which we were not a party and did our best to
stop! We both knew about the coup and the plotters, though we did our ut-
most to stop it. Not because it was not only premature, but because we were
both against coups as a matter of principal and according to directives we
received earlier from the HQs: ‘not to associate with or take part in coups’,
We had to do our best to disassociate the Movement from that coup. During
the investigation, Dr Lam and I were seriously questioned, each alone, by the
security about things to which we were not a party, though we knew what
was supposed to happen and what did not and by whom,

Many people were arrested; like Advocate Mursi Mursal, the coup plot-
ters, in addition to Southern officers like Colonel George Hilal, Lt Col Mathi-
ang Malual Mabor, Ismail Khamis Jallab, and Jumma Abdel-Gadir. A list of
wanted officers was publicly announced over Radio Omdurman and TV,
which included Lt Col Chol Ayuak, Major Niknora Magar, Lt Laat Benjamin
Bil, Abdel Aziz Adam al-Hilu and others they failed to arrest, with the ex-
ception of Dr Lam Akol who was released after a few days, The rest of us,
207 in number, spent about four months in jail after which we were taken 10
a Court-Marshal in Kereri chaired by a ‘Sharia Judge’ al-Makashfi Taha al-
Kabashi in the first week of January 198s.
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While in court, [ was asked about my name and address and where 1
used to stay to which I responded: ‘T do not know'. All my colleagues in the
court laughed. As [ sat, a military police guard, who appeared to be from
western Sudan, came closer and winged. Resolute as he was standing, that
soldier asked me whether | wanted to visit the restroom! At that moment I
was moved and found myself responding: ‘yes, ves’. He pointed at me and we
moved. When we approached a nearby toilet, he whispered to me a few solid
words: ‘let al-Kabashi pass a judgment and they will know us today. Quietly
please, alert the rest to keep steady’. That sweet whisper fell deep in my ears
like the last trumpet at mid-day and I felt so warm, as it was delivered unto
me.

I received that massage and delivered it to the rest of my colleagues in the
court very, very carefully. From among 207, nine of us were supposed 1o be
‘sentenced to death’, and [ was number four. The Court began by questioning
Reverend Philip Ghabbush, the first accused, for a few minutes when a lerter
was delivered to the President of the Court by a military scout. Al-Makashfi
opened the latter in a hurry and grasped its content. He called the other two
members of the panel and converged for about five minutes, then ordered
the Court to resume. He knocked the table hard thrice and went on to ad-
dress the Court in a clear disappointed tone: ‘Listen here! H.E. the President
of the Republic has passed his clemency. He has pardoned you all. So you are
freed. You may now go! The Court is over!' And we were all set free. And we
were all taken in trucks to the security in Khartoum, where we were cleared
and released,

All contacts and activities had to run underground. But I kept contacts
with Lt Col Ramadhan Abugor, Lt Col Mathiang Malual, and Comrade
Jumma Abdel-Gadir for information gathering, In the days after our release
from detention, we banged on a ‘strategic source’ in the Army HQs Operation
Room: a determined sergeant from western Sudan, who declined to give us
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his real name and was doing that for his security. He decided to do what he
did because of what he heard the Chairman, Dr Garang, saying about the
Sudan over Radio SPLA. That source delivered to us highly qualified infor-
mation about the movements of forces all over the country, and in the South
in particular.

Once, the source brought a black file about the ‘Operational Budget' of
the Sudan Army, which we hurriedly sent to Dr Garang, before meeting
Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi in Addis Ababa. Comrade Atem Yak Atem
rated that meeting, which they attended between Mr as-Sadiq al-Mahdi and
Dr Garang 1o be one of the *finniest’ encounters. The Prime Minister was so
surprised to find Dr Garang posing to be well informed about things in the
Military HQs to the extent that Mr as-Sadiq almost lost direction and turned
westward instate of north-east when he wanted to pray that afternoon.

In the first week of May 1983, we, a group of 53 from Abyei, were finally
released from detention in Khartoum after three months. We were suspected
of leading the Anyanya II, whom Khartoum accused of slaughtering a dozen
of Jallaba merchants in Ariath. In those days, our committee in Khartoum re-
ceived an elaborate message from the Chairman Dr John Garang, asking us to
recruit comrades from the Nuba Mountains, Darfur and Blue Nile. That mes-
sage coincided with my going to Abyei and to Kadugli to visit our people, I
was really excited to know that Edward Ayong Soli was in Abyei, and through
him I met the leader of our Abyei Resistance Army, Miokol Deng Kuol, and
gave him the message about the birth of the Movement and appealed to him
to join the new Movement. And Edward Ayong, after that meeting, accompa-
nied us to Kadugli, being our ‘political dynamo' in Kordufan,

In Ei-Obeid, we bounced on Comrade Yusuf Kuwa Mekki and Edward

Ayong told him that we were heading to Kadugli and wished to meet him
there as Abyei group of elite who were interested to meer him in particular, |
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met and conveyed to him that 'a progressive movement has been born, open
to all the Sudanese. The Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement with a mili-
tary wing, the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army under the leadership of Dr
John Garang de Mabior. He is a PhD holder, a Dinka from Bor, and a colonel
in the Sudanese Army heading the Military Research Unit and a lecturer in
the University of Khartoum, Faculty of Agriculture. Though Dr John Garang
did not know you in person, he sent me to ask you to join him in the struggle.
He heard about you from other colleagues, and from me, and would like you
to join hands to liberate the Sudan, Please, think of that and let me know
whenever ready. Thanks'. And we departed.

It took Comrade Yusuf Kuwa three months and he came to meet us in
September 1983 in Khartoum. He was accompanied by Comrade Abdel-Aziz
Adam al-Hilu, whom he introduced 1o me as one of his strong comrades
in the Komolo Youth Organization that was leading resistance in the Nuba
Mountains. Comrade Abdel-Aziz was also ready to join the Movement. Com-
rade Yusuf agreed that we send for his tickets from Addis to be followed by
his wife and children. I had the ticket of Comrade Yusuf on me when 1 was
out to visit my daughter, Velma, who was operated in the hospital and then to
see Comrade Yusuf that same evening.

There and then, [ was encountered and arrested crossing a street by se-
curity personnel who took me home for further search. [ was very lucky to
be home again, where I passed the ticket in an envelope 1o my sister, Helen
Achol-dit, who was standing close behind me without being noted by the
security!’ They took me and my brother-in-law, Donato Deng Mayen to a de-
tention where we met Mustafa Biong, also under arrest. Achol-dit hid the
envelope and handed it to Dr Peter Nyot, who eventually handed it covertly
to Comrade Yusuf, who left for Addis Ababa without delay through Cairo, as

we arranged.
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After almost two years, mid-April 1984, Dr Justin Yac arrived in Khartoum
from Wau, fed up with the situation and was prepared to join the Movement,
As we were arranging for his departure through Nairobi, Vice President Gen-
eral Joseph Lagu conveyed his disappointment with some elders in the Move-
ment who showed their opposition to Dr Garang for his ‘style of leadership
and direction’ he was leading the Movement to and talked about changing
him! General Lagu decided to send a letzer to President Mengistu about that
particular development. General Lagu wanted that letter to reach President
Mengistu in confidence, without delay or hindrance.

In fact, Vice President Lagu intended to convey an important message to
President Mengistu about the intentioh of the Chief of Intelligence of the
Sudan, First Vice President Omer Mohamed el-Tayib, to ‘assassinate Dr Ga-
rang’ through involving some Ethiopians. General Joseph Lagu took it to be
something quite unacceptable, which he must convey to President Mengistu.
He discussed that matter with Lt Col Mathiang who informed us. Our office
discussed that matter and we welcomed the move, being the Vice President
of the Sudan and the former leader of the Anyanya Movement. Such a let-
ter would amount to recognizing what President Mengistu Hailemariam was
doing to help our people. For it sounded like saying: ‘even the Vice President
has decided to join the war against his government'. That was a big contra-
diction but a great contriburion to the Movement.

That specific matter of Vice President Lagu was left for Lt Col Mathiang
and me to handle. We informed our Ethiopian friends about the impor-
tance of such a serious message from a ‘vice president’, and he began to
prepare to receive it. They sent for their Minister of Interior who was on
his way to Libya to pass by Khartoum on his way back to Addis Ababa, We
looked for the safest place to host the meeting. Lt Col Mathiang Malual
talked to Dr Yac, being his friend. And Dr Yac, who was preparing himself
to join the Movement, accepted to host the meeting and I joined them after
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finding a safe place and we were so happy.

In Arkawit, in the southern part of Khartoum, Bona Malual Madut had a
house, but the National Security detained him at that time. Only Dr Justin
Yac had access to the house as a relative and no other person. My role was

- to lead Consul Ismail and ‘our’ guest to the house after providing beverages.
Lt Col Mathiang Malual was to bring General Joseph Lagu. While Dr justin
was 10 keep his eyes wide open in and around the residence. When time ap-
proached at 07.30 p.m., the three men met. General Joseph Lagu, the Minister
of Interior of Ethiopia and the Consul General of Ethiopia, Ismail Hassan.
They met for about two hours.

In the meeting General Lagu delivered a letter to President Mengistu in
confidence thanking him and his government for receiving his Southern
Sudanese people, the Movement and Dr Garang personally; he conveyed to
President Mengistu the plan Khartoum was brooding to eliminate Dr Ga-
rang. General Lagu requested him to protect and take good care of Dr Garang
and not to allow former ‘confusing politicians’ to destroy the Movement. He
added that Dr Garang was a qualified officer of a calibre and he knew him
as a ‘comrade’ since the days they were both in the bush. They took the let-
ter the following day to Addis Ababa. That letter helped the Movement in
many ways and demonstrated to our Ethiopian friends how our people were
united behind the SPLM/SPLA and Dr John Garang, from the Vice President
down-wards. This meant that the future of the people of Southern Sudan
was greatly connected to SPLM/SPLA under Dr John Garang. Indeed, the
‘Khartoum Cell’ was a beehive.
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Diificult Birth of the SPLM/SPLA

No person in the Movement can claim there was a leader who fixed a spe-
cific date for SPLM/SPLA to be born. The 16 May 1983 was not a pre-fixed
dare. That day just coincided with events in Bor that opened the gates of hell.
The date was later chosen in in July 1983 in Itang as the date of the revolution.
No person fixed the date in which our liberation struggle was to start. For
instance, it could have been the 13, 16, 22, or the 29th of a different month! 16
May 1983 was the date in which bullets were exchanged in the barracks in Bor
for reasons like delayed salaries or misunderstanding between a commander
and his forces - it happened twice in Juba in 1974 and 1976, and in Akobo in
1975.

Publicly, all over Southern Sudan, people did not know or heard about
the rise of a ‘National Liberation Movement' in Bor but heard about ‘shoot-
ing!" People heard guns fired and buried tieir disappointment about that
confrontation, which was like what happened in Juba Airport in 1974, Akobo
Garrison in 1975, Kapoeta Army Garrison in 1976, that sad encounter between
Captain Aguet and Brigadier Emanuel Abur in Wau1g76, the Anyanya I1 in
Bentiu in 1979, Abvei Resistance in 1980 and Anyanya Il in Ariath in 1983,
Hence, Southern Sudan has not been that stable since 1972 like people claim.
There were small uprisings, which occurred throughout Southern Sudan.
Our people were displeased and supplicated for the coming of a new dawn
in which confrontation shall explode to free all the people from the yoke of

subjugation,

The belief in liberating ourselves started to spread and concretize almost
in every mind and heart in Southern Sudan. All the bullets which were fired
were in fact aimed at what people did not like of the different governments in
Khartoum. Shooting began on 16 May 1983 inside the barracks in Bor because
of an issue within the army connected to ‘delayed salaries’, But there was
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discontent in the underground in many places in Southern Sudan among the
Anyanya forces connected to bad implementation of the Addis Ababa Agree-
ment, especially in Torit in Equatoria, which was ignited by the transfer of
forces to the North. The leader of the protest was unknown for sometimes.
What was that explosion in Bor called? No person knew! But people came
to hear about a certain ‘Major Kerubino Kuanyin Bol from Twic or Bahr el
Ghazal', who ‘cracked the first bullet' in which he was wounded. The com-
mand did not end there,

People in and around Bor began to feel danger approaching, Hence, they
decided to leave the town and look for far safer places when the army was de-
termined to do something more than protesting for delayed salaries, At that
time, a group of elite emerged and engaged themselves in ‘collecting money
from the merchants to pay the army’, They attempted to dissuade the army
not to create havoe, return to the barracks and keep Bor in peace. But things
fell apart. Those handy elite hardly captured what that shooting was all
about. They assumed what flared in Bor was a sort of protest in the barracks
for 'delayed salaries’ and things would be normal once the army was paid like
happened in other areas. They taok it for ‘a normal home-grown problem in
Bor, which they could handle', and indeed, they were grossly mistaken.

As people deserted Bor town en mass, the elite began to sense the danger
coming and saw commoners, the peasants, leading the exodus footing, hik-
ing in thousands towards Ethiopia. People regrouped and waited for eventu-
alities, as they began (o organize for something bigger to undertake. To foot
from many parts of Southern Sudan was an idea many of the elite found dif-
ficult to swallow. Indeed, that ‘first walk’ was the quickest but the hardest at
all the times in the entire history of the rise of the Movement. Need haunted
everybody. It was not easy to say 'sorry, | could not make it, because I can’t
walk it!" If one could not walk at that time, then who was going to wait for an
absentee! Everything was difficult and lacking from means of livelihood 1o
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leadership, but people walked.

People heard about leaders who went ahead, like Samuel Gai Tut, Wil-
liam Abdalla Chuol, Akuot Atem, and some proceeded far towards Boma
Mountains. Some went and scattered behind tribal sections and areas of
origin, contrary to what was initally agreed in Juba that ‘Samuel Gai Tut
was 1o go and prepare the ground for Benjamin Bol Akok', the Chairman of
the National Action Movement (NAM) since November 1979, in the house of
Comrade Costa Lual Secondo in Juba Commercial Secondary School where
the meeting was held. Chairman Benjamin Bol Akok was to join them direct
from London before William Abdalla Chuol, Akuot Atem. Dr Garang was to
join them, being the person who was chosen in Juba since 1981 when he was
still on a course in America, to be the Chief of Staff of National Action Move-
ment Liberation Army (AMLA). Thar unfortunate confusion threatened to
smear dimness on the face of our progress.

Confusion arose. Those who went ahead were bewildered beyond re-
demption and began to target another. Each of them headed his own way
searching for leadership in what looked like people were at the verge of
plunging into anarchy. Among those scattered pillars, people were confused
and scattered, each fighting for a favoured leader. Burt basically, they were
all related to ‘NAM' before each of them embarked on choosing a name for
his own movement After the force in Ayot commanded by Captain William
Nyuon rebelled, the units in Fashala and Pibor, in addition to defections from
Malakal and other garrisons, joined the euphoria that developed in Bor into
a full-pegged rebellion, but no leader declared.

Majority of people saw what was happening but people kept arriving.
There were smaller movements that merged and joined the big movement
in the process with the arrival of people from Bahr el-Ghazal and the Nuba
Mountains. They joined those who converged at Itang before July 1983 and
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later on formed The Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movernent and Sudan Peo-
ples’ Liberation Army. Almost all the people who reached western Ethiopia
were in fact, searching for military solutions rather than a political way to
solve their problem. They all ‘assumed to know’ the reason why they re-
belled. Thar basic fact, beside tribal inclinations of most of the lower seg-
ments of recruits who joined the struggle almost hampered the progress of
the Movement, influenced by the elite. But Dr John Garang and some of his
colleagues did their best to address that issue for a long time.

Earlier in Bor, beside the fortunate few who had access to long-range con-
tact like Jonglei Project in Bor and Panyagor, the rest were all confused. Only
few were in direct contact with Khartoum through the Director of Jonglei
Project, late Comrade Deng Majang, and some of us were present from be-
hind the intelligence. We got the news of events in and around Bor on time.
That nature of secrecy gave chance to people without contacts to pause their
presence and contribution to the creation of SPLM/SPLA. Up to that time,
most of the people who sacrificed for the Movement had not spoken about
their contributions until they passed away. Many died unfortunately, with
unrecorded secrets,

Beginning from 2005 onward, the people who picked fake ‘paints and
brushes’ to smarten and revamp their personalities that they were present
when the child was born, appeared suddenly on the scene. Yes, cartoon times
are usually specified for children. Some people even went on to deceive them-
selves that they were sent by ‘Dr Garang from London to Moscow to acquire
modern rockets to bring down Antonov planes’, wondering ‘why should Dr
Garang send me empty-handed on such a dangerous mission to be killed by
the Russian Mafia. Did you want me to be killed in that way?’ No! Lies had
their time, Now;, the time has come for people to ‘say the truth and nothing
but the truth!" Some people shamelessly claimed to have struggled hard in
London, Australia, USA, Finland and Iceland withour stains on their bodies.
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They believe people would be deceived forever and forget their selling lies.
But human blood is much thicker than swindlers might imagine,

There was a lot of confusion and people were divided between truth and
illusion about the real condition of that child born in that most difficult con-
dition, and the name they should give to the new born. It was one of the
capturing moments for a person to find himself or herself struggling in isola-
tion. Those were the moments in which a person would discover herself or
himself facing an event like crossing the last round in a grand tournament.

There were other reasons for that confusion. Most important of them was
lack of accurate means of communication to help people follow and under-
stand what was running on; to cool down between the rapid flow of news
from different fields and directions. People got lost when they failed 1o find
accurate information. Added to the nature of the news people were dealing
with. As news kept flowing after the attack on Malual-Chat in 1983, many
fabrications emerged drilling gaps through which lies began to spread about
the heroism of their sons’ and the sophisticated weapons used by those who
fired the first bullets and shells in the first attack. Oh! Lies and lies! In an
organized struggle not every person who joins the Movement would be ex-
pected to pick a gun and fire. Enemy positions are not simply positioned the
way a patriot would want them to be set. It was a tough struggle that required
self-denying people who delivered the impossible.

Never-the-less, events were flowing in a tense situation in which we could
not raise our angry supporters from Southern Sudan and Nuba Mountains
to demonstrate in Khartoum. That was not possible because of the ‘military
nature of the junta’ and the unavailability of a force to protect the uprising,
which would have been a new thing to Northern and Southern people in
Khartoum. That move would have changed the nature of our struggle and
put the army to face a new experience of confronting people, unlike South-
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ern Sudanese rebels. People would have been scared by the novelty of that
experience when confrontation turns into a bloody military conflict between
unarmed civilians and a full-fledged army. We had to be careful, That was
precisely the time the Sudanese people started to hear from the leaders of
the ‘Intifadha’ the unavoidability of an armed force to protect civilians, if they
were to confront a mad junta.

One fundamental fact that drew our attention was how a popular national
movement, born among peasants could grow and triumph as it emerged to
converge into one broad- based national call by all the participants, though
in different ways. A ‘liberation body’ grown in a backward situation like ours
has an amazing capacity to amalgamate divergent political trends and spon-
taneously shake them to erupt; it attracted all the elements required and agi-
tated them to cause the eruption, which was needed by the people.

Peasant based uprisings are lively but hectic. Like the situation South Su-
danese went through, in which people lost over two million lives and uncerti-
fied numbers of people who lost blood and limbs in the bush — unlike staging
an ‘intifadha’ on tarmac roads of Khartoum, In spite of the losses our people
went through, they did not stop from facing oppression with losses augment-
ing losses, nor did they easily win what they wanted. Now, they riumphantly
succeeded to demarcate a country, but have failed to get organized to build a
nation, because of the unscientific ways they chose to be haphazardly ruled,
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The Rise of the Movement

S

ple vying for leadership without something concrete 1o offer to the
people. They were Samuel Gai, Abdalla Chuel, Yusuf Kiir, Akuor Atem and
Lakurnyag Wurnyang. Verily, our revolution germinated inside our people
individually: the people who lived the barbaric ways in which oppression
rolled intolerable sufferings on them, indiscriminately and simultaneous-

’Ir\he rise of the Movement was not a joke. There were about five peo-
20

ly. Lack of organizational capacity to mobilize the people to intellectually
confront oppression gave way to variations in intellectual and tactical ap-
proaches. However, that explosive ‘anger’, which was created by oppression
through successive turbulent years, attracted Southern Sudanese to one an-
other to solidly merge into one united and living resistance that eventually
triumphed.

The process of building a formidable front 10 protect and revamp our
march, especially during peace times, has not been given its deserved chance
to grow and make a powerful movement. Many things were left for ‘another
day’ and people paid no artention until Dr Garang appeared. There were
many hindrances that obstructed our march; for we paid no attention to un-
derstand the roots of our problems and the direction we should take. Things
like tribalism existed but no leader paid attention to its possible explosion
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during our life time, when people failed to share the fruits of their common
struggle. That became one of the fundamental challenges which gotstuckon
the foot of our peoples’ progress.

When confusion intensified between the last weeks of May to the end of
August 1983, no person knew or bothered to explain the nature of the shoot-
ing in Bor and how it developed and who was the real leader. Therefore, be-
fore organizing the people after Major Kerubino Kuanyin Bol was wounded
in Bor, Sergeant Yusuf Kiir asserted himself the legitimate leader of the upris-
ing and named it the ‘Southern Sudan Liberation Movement', Samuel Gait
Tut supported him from afar. Col Dr John Garang objected to this during the
few days in which they met at Thiaijak, before the helicopter arrived to pick
him. People started to see things unfolding. They saw lawlessness dominat-
ing the towns they left behind, and thar was all, Tt was not a normal situation
for people to sit and wait for a leader whose coming was unknown, while ten-
sion and anguish grew in that hopelessness. People went ahead desperately,
looking for a leader who could lead them out of that intensifying darkness,

The clear indicator of the would-be leader was the arrival of the helicop-
ter, which picked Dr John Garang de Mabior from among other leaders in
“Thiaijak’ on the Sudanese-Echiopian borders on 13 June 1983, with Salva Kiir,
Akuot Atem, and Samuel Gai Tut. Captain Salva Kiir left Malakal during the
same days in which Col Dr Garang withdrew from Bor toward the Ethiopian
border and the two met at Thiaijak before the helicopter could arrive. Akuot

* Atem and Samuel Gai Tut had almost a year in the bush rivalling over leader-

ship. Dr John Garang came well prepared with an elaborate ‘unifying politi-
cal and military programme’ 1o start with amidst confusion.

From Thiaijak, Col Dr Garang was lifted to Gambela by General Mesfin,

the Chief-of-Staff of the Ethiopian Army, accompanied by Comrade Thow-
ath, Party Secretary of Gambela Region. In Gambela, Col Dr John Garang
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had his first meeting in Ethiopia with the Chief-of-Staff of the Ethiopian
Army General Mesfin. Within a few days, the Ethiopians came to know Col
Dr John Garang and arranged for high-level meetings during his first week
of introduction. Those meetings took the people to a new atmosphere and
height of discipline and hopefulness.

On 14 June, they returned to Thiaijak to lift the family of Dr Garang to
ltang. After a few days in Itang, Dr Garang was lifted to meet President Men-
gistu in Addis Ababa and they proceeded to prepare the Manifesto in ‘Adama
Nazareth' during the first week of June, with Uncle Joseph Oduho whe ar-
rived from Nairobi, Akuot Arem, Gai Tut and Salva Kiir Mayar, After meeting
President Mengistu in Addis, Dr Garang went shead to organize that historic
conference for the people who were at ltang to: 1) name the movement, 2}
name the Army, 3) adopt a uniting banner - which was raised for the first
time in Boma Area in 1985, being the first liberated area in the country, 4)
pass the Manifesto, and 5) Elect the Chairman and the C-in-C, and review
the overall situation. There and then, Col Dr John Garang de Mabior Atem
was unanimously elected to be the Chairman and the Commander-in-Chief
of the SPLM and the SPLA.

At that stage in the history of the SPLM, Dr John Garang began to serious-
ly embark on building a ‘qualitative’ force, the SPLA. He elaborately spoke
about that on many occasions. Addressing some of his forces after years in
the process of the struggle in Hamish-Koreib in Eastern Sudan, and before
he moved on Kasala, like he normally did on several occasions, Dr Garang
thanked the forces,; saying that they were the real ‘New Sudan’ forces. He told
them that he was happy with them, because they ‘respected the civilians and
protected their belongings; and that a freedom fighter should always learn
from the traditions and cultures of the people around him’, to understand
the cause our people want to struggle for. But our people were still behind
in knowledge to make them realize what route they should take 10 Iiberate
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themselves. The road to liberation was long and incomplete. Most people
felt a very deep pain for the loss of Dr John Garang, while the contemptuous
began to celebrate, lauding anti-Garang slogans, without attending to what
they meant 10 demonstrate to others.

Shortly atter his departure, there were people who opted to erase the great
things, which reminded people of Dr Garang, and the children of Garang -
‘Awlad Garang’. One cannot take advantage to tarnish his accomplishments
out of selfish motives. We cannot begin to deny our history, as lofty objects
and monuments are hard to complete by its initiators, because they take a
long time to accomplish. But people would always be there, though few, to
finish the good works that were initiated by the great. Dr Garang succeeded
in building a strong army but not the exemplary one he envisioned, poor
and backward as we are. He planned to form a new progressive party but
confronted many hurdles which needed us to overcome, although building a
democratic people’s party in not time-bound.

Right from Itang, Dr Garang sent an elaborate message and assigned Dr
Lam Akol to be in charge of Khartoum Office. I was designated to assist Dr
Lam with intelligence activities to the time he left for the HQs. I remained to
sail the boat of intelligence assisted by Comrades Dr Peter Nyot Kok, Jumma
Abdelgadir, James Yuang, Ramadhan Abugor and others till I left Khartoum
on 28 May 1987, when the Umma Party connived to take me for my last sup-
per! Dr Garang avoided mud-slinging. Many were clandestinely involved in
it to the extent of exchanging more than insults among themselves. Dr Ga-
rang went ahead to organize the Movement. That historic congress formed
the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement, SPLM, and the ‘Sudan Peoples'
Liberation Army’, SPLA, from different groups and trades on sound organi-
zational and political principals.

Qur people should critically examine the preparedness of Dr Garang and
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see whether he intentionally delayed to build a strong political vanguard to
safeguard and lead our liberation Movement. People should critically em-
bark on examining the deeds of Dr Garang. He might have unintentionally
committed mistakes like any person, looking at the intricate nature of respon-
sibilities bestowed upon him. His mistakes might have been seen through the
eyes of a person who looked at him from a subjective angle. But as he left
us, we should be able to fill any gap to protect, develop and block diverters
from hijacking the Movement. The protection of the Movement can only
be achieved when all the members are politically enlightened and socially
sound like envisaged by Dr Garang,

In every field, Dr John Garang put an indicator to be followed. He cleared
the land, dug the soil, and planted different varieties of seeds. He did not
plant in a desert! He was aware of the apathy that might confront his people
and began to remove it from their way. He stressed the point of carefulness
and vigilance to every group trained. Dr Garang was much concerned abour
the future of the Movement and its protection from being hijacked by op-
portunists. Unfortunately, Dr Garang did not live long to attend to what he
planted and see it germinate, grow, flourish, and bear fruit. So, development
is a demanding process which might take human lives. But those who inher-
ited Dr John Garang behave like they were told to chop the very branch on
which they were left sitting.

Now that our destiny is about to drown in confusion, which might lead
our people to more fragmentations, where next do we go? And if not, what
should people do in a tense situation where the Movement, and not those
running and managing it, are being held responsible for the misfortunes
which caused the pains and wounds in our hearts? The only thing to point
atis the fact that our people are compelled to feel and see the ‘failures’ of the
Movement through the eyes of a people who were begging for survival during
the war and suddenly rose during ‘peace’ 1o grab gold through crooked ways
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like fleeing from that legendry Wild West! Some people took the Movement
to create jobs for relatives and associates and means to accumulaze wealth for
them and the greedy. And that was where we intentionally missed the broad
road inaugurated by Dr Garang.

Our people were naively misled to turn against objectivity. How could a
Movement like the SPLM/SPLA, led by great people for twenty-two years
turn against the people it liberated in such an inhuman way in a mauer of
three years? How dare a Movement, which confronted tribalism for over two
decades begin to preach and kill people based on tribalism and other sorts
of negativisms, planned by ‘aliens’ for reasons unknown to the SPLM/SPLA?
There are people who tend to refuse to admit mistakes like faults commit-
ted by relatives, friends and colleagues tied by self-interests. Movements
committed no mistake, none concrete as they are, but those who direct and
manage them do in the name of the Movements. That was where intruders
attempted to land a fatal blow on our Movement, which they know not, and
which they intend to destroy for ultra-reasons to cover their known and un-
known agendas,

Unless people review all those ways, we shall never make it in a situation
where our people live in constant fears, If the new nation of South Sudan is
destroyed today, where is the future of the people if children are discontinu-
ing education because of lacking means? It is shameful people are getting
lost because they were incited to kill one another and replace all the sacrific-
es accomplished with grave mistakes. Between 1983 and 2005, people under
Dr John Garang began to follow the right track, after more than 2,500 years,
But because of ignorance and greed we decided to ignore history and disbe-
lieve ourselves; running after our oppressors until people achieved the litle
that unites them. The little that unites our people is the little that Dr Garang
contributed with modesty.
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SPLA, as a marure Movement. Our people need to understand how these
movements are inter-related. For throughout the years, Dr John Garang kept
thinking about how to anchor the Movement in its logical conclusion, to be-
come a popular democratic vanguard.

Today, along the main streets of Juba, for instance, and in many circles,
people get astonished to see and read some scaring names of people being
raised to 'sainthood’ despite the negative roles they contributed during the
struggle; they were in fact ‘betrayers of the people!l’ Any act of betrayal can-
not happen in the early days of joining a struggle, but treason comes in the
end of a traitor’s time, and that is what some misleading individuals 100k
for great ‘achievements’. That is why words like deceitfulness, swindler, trea-
son, thieves, and lies have totally lost their meanings in our South Sudanese
dictionary. All those misguiding trends were what Dr john Garang fought
against until his death in 200s.

Where the clutch slipped, we landed in the ditch. Looking back through
the years of the SPLM/SPLA and its performance in the war of national lib-
eration, and later in governing South Sudan, we cannot fail 1o discover the
disconnection between aspiration and the objective reality, between theory
and practice, berween revolutionary democracy and reactionary liberalism.
The current socio-political avalanche in South Sudan must be located in this
disconnection. The lack of ideology in the SPLM/SPLA meant that the lead-
ers, cadres and activists could not marry theory and practice envisioning the
post war society and state in South Sudan, What emerged from the maze
was an elite class completely alienated from the masses. In twelve years of
misrule, this parasitic class has drained the nation's life-blood and turned the
people against themselves in ethnic and sectional conflicts. South Sudan is
sliding into oblivion. What should be done to stop this?
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