Sudan University of Science & Technology
College of Graduate Studies
College of Languages

b oty 1 r gl English Language Department

Investigating the Difficulties Facing EFL learners in Using
Cohesive Devices in Writing Essay

aladia 8 dgia) A3S 45 Julady) dadl) Gl A g8 AN Gl gral) ualls
Jial) AL 8 4 gall) Jag) 9 )

(Case study of second year students at Sudan University of Science and
Technology)

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for
MA Degree in English Language (Linguistics)

Submitted by:
Abdallah El Nair Abdallah

Supervised by:
Dr. Naglla Taha Bashrie

2018



ABSTRACT

This study aims at investigating the difficulties facing EFL
learners in using cohesive devices in writing essay. To achieve
this purpose, the researcher adopted descriptive analytical
method by using a written essay as a test. The sample of the
study consisted of 60 students drawn from College of
Languages, department of English Language second year
students at SUST. The collected data were analyzed by using
the statistical program (SPSS). The analysis of the data showed
that there was weakness in using some cohesive devices in
written essays, the students were unfamiliar with the types of
cohesive devices, for instance ellipsis and substitution, and also
misuse of cohesive devices affect the coherence of written text.
The researcher recommended that teachers should help the
students in using cohesive devices in writing.
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