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PREFACE.

MzereMMEp ALi Pasma, the victorious
pacificator of Egypt and Arabia, is already
renowned in the civilized world. Egypt,
once the home of discord and the head-
quarters of anarchy, under his administra-
tion has long enjoyed peace and proépe-

rity; is permeable in all directions, and in
| pérfe(_:t safety to the merchant and the tra-
veller, and is yearly progressing in wealth.

and improvement.*

* For instance, a navigable passage has been cut
through the rocks of the First Cataract, and a canal is at
present constructing, by order of the Pasha, round some
of the most difficult passes of the Second. He has com-
pleted a broad and deep‘canal frora the Nile to Alexan-
dria, by which commerce -is liberated from the risk
attending the passage of the Boghaz of Rosetta. Large
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The Viceroy has been particularly atten-
tive to revive and extend those commercial
relations of Egypt with the surrounding
countries, which oncé rendered it the
richest and most flourishing terntory n
the ancient world.

establishments for the fabric of saltpetre, gunpowder,
cannon and small arms, others for the fabric of silks,
cotton and sugar, have been erected by the Viceroy, and
- are in aperation under the superintendance of Europeans.
A well chosen library of the best European books on
the art military, geography, astronomy, medicine, history,
belles-lettres and the fine arts has been purchased from
Enrope by the Viceroy and placed in-the palace of Ismael
Pasha, where is also a school, at the Viceroy’s expense,
for the instruction of the Mussulman youth in the Italian
language and the sciences of the Franks. To which
establishments has been lately added a printing press, _
for printing books in the Turkish, Arabic and Persian
lahguages, and a weekly newspaper in Arabic and Ita-
lian. . The. library and the press are under the superin-
tendance of Osman Noureddin Effendi, a young Turk of -
great good sense, and who is well versed in the literature
of Europe, where he has resided for several years, by
order of the Viceroy, for his education: he is at present
engaged in translating into Turkish some works on tac-
tics, for the use. of his countrymen.
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-For several yedrs past the inland com-~
mérce of this favoured land had suffered.
great interruptions from the confusion and
discord to which the countries on the Up-
per Nile have been a prey. The chiefs of

- Shageia had formed themselves into a sin-

gular aristocracy of brigands, and pillaged
all the provinces and caravans within their
reach, without mercy and without restraint;
while the civil wars, which have distracted
the once powerful kingdom of Sennaar for
these last eighteen years, had occasioned
an almost entire cessation of a commerce,
from which Egypt had derived great ad-
vantages. !

His Highness the Viceroy, in conse-
quence, determined, as the most effectual
‘means of putting an end to these disorders, .
to subject those countries to his dominion.

Four thousand troops were accordingly
put under the command-of Ismael Pasha, .
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the youngest son of the Viceroy, with or-
ders to conquer all the provinces on the
Nile, from the Second Cataract to Sennaar
- inclusive.
Through the influence of the recommen-
~dation of Henry Salt, Esq., His Britannie
Majesty’s Consul General in Egypt, I was
ordered by the Viceroy to accompany this
expedition, with the rank of Topgi Bashi,
i e. a chief of artillery, and with directions
to propose such plans of operation to the
Pasha Ismael as I should deem expedient,
but which the Pasha might adopt or reject
as he should think proper. |
- "This expedition has been perfectly suc-
cessful; and the conquest of the extensive
and fertile countries, which, in the reign of
Candacé, repulsed the formidable legions
~ of Rome, has been effected at an expense
not greater than the blood of about two
hundred soldiers.
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The principal cause of a success so ex-
traordinary, at such a price, has been the
humanity and good faith of the Pasha Is-
mael towards those provinces that submit-
ted without fighting. Perfect security of
person and property was assured to. the
peaceable, and severe examples were made
of those few of the soldiery, who, in a very
few instances, presumed to violate it. The
good consequences of this deportment to-
ward the people of these countries have
been evident. All have seen that those
who have preferred peace before war have
‘had peace without war, and that those who
preferred war before peace have not had
peace but at the price of ruin.

. The destruction or disarmment of the
brigands, who have heretofore pillaged
those countries with impunity—the. esta-
blishment of order and tranquillity—the
security now assured to the peasants and



XH PREFACE.

the caravans—and thé annexment of so
many fine provinces and kingdoms to the
sway of the Viceroy of Egypt,* are not the
only consequences of this expedition that
will give him glory. ‘
This expedition has laid open to the re-
searches of the geographer and the anti-
quarian a river and a country highly inte-
resting, and hitherto imperfectly known to
the civilized world. The Nile, on whose
banks we have marched -for §o many hun-
dred miles, is the most famous river in the
world, for the uncertainty of its source and
the obscurity of its course. At present
this obscurity ceases to exist, and before
the return of the Pasha Ismael this uncer-
tainty will probably be no more. - The’
* Their names are as foll&ws :—Succoot, Machass,
Dongola, Shageia, Monasier, Isyout, Rab-a-Tab, Ber-'
ber, Shendi, Halfya; the kingdoms of Sennaar, Darfout,’

and Kordofan; at present, all subject to the conqueror
of Egypt and Arabia. ‘
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countries we have traversed are renowned
in history and poetry as the land of ancient
and famous nations, which have established
and overthrown mighty empires,. and have
originated the religions, the learning, the
arts, and the civilization of nations long
since extinct; and who have been preceded
by their instructors in the common road
which every thing human must travel.
"This famous land of Cush and Saba, at
present overawed by the camps of the Os-
manli, has presented to our observation
many memorials of the power -and splen-
dour of its ancient masters. The remains
of .cities once populous—ruined temples
once magnificent—colossal statues of idols
once ‘adored, but now prostrated by the
strong arms of time and truth—and more
than a hundred pyramids, which entomb
the bodies of kings and conquerors once
mighty, but whose memory has perished,
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have suspended for awhile the march of
our troops—have attracted the- notice of
the Franks, who voyage with the army
with the favour and the protection of the
Pasha,* and which doubtless ere long, by
engaging the attention and researches of
men of learning, will unite the names of
Mehemmed Ali and Ismael his son with
the history and monuments of this once
famous and long secluded land, in a man-

* Mr. Frediani, an Italian,} and Messrs. Caillaud and
Constant, the latter sent out by His Most Christian Ma-
Jjesty, have accompanied our camp to Sennaar, where I
left them in good health. To Messrs. Caillaud and
Constant, particularly, I am indebted for much cordiality
and friendship, which it is a pleasure to me to acknow-
ledge. The geographical positions of the most impor-
tant places on the Upper Nile have been ascertained by
Mr. Constant, who is provided with an excellent set of
instruments, with great care and the most indefatigable
pains, of which I myself have been a witness. His ob-
servations will doubtless be a most valuable acquisition
to geography.

.1 Since dead in Sennaar. This ynfortunate an died a chninefi maniac,
in consequence of violent fever. ’ -
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ner that will make the memory of both
renowned and inseparable.

That the further progress of the Pasha
Ismael southward of his present position
will be successful, there is every reason to
believe; and I derive great pleasure from
the reflection, that his success will still
further augment the glory of the man
whom the Sultan delights to honour, and
who has done so much for the honour of
the Mussulmans.

The Reader will find that I have some-
times, in the course of this Journal, in-
cluded the events of several daysin the
form of narrative, particularly in my ac-
count of the Second Cataract. Wherever
I have so done, it has been occasioned by
paroxysms of a severe ophthalmia, which
afflicted me for - fifteen months, and ren-
dered me at times ihcapable of writing.
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——

I Arrivep at the camp at Wady Halfa
-oni. the Second Cataract, on the 16th of the
moon Zilhadgg, in the year of the Hegira
1285,* .where I found about four thou-
sand traops, consisting of Turkish cavalry,
infantry and artillery, and a considerable
proportion of Bedouin cavalry and Mogre-

.bin foot soldiers;} besides about one

* Corresponding to the end of September, or the for-
mer part of October, A.C. 1820. 4 4

+ This force may be thus enumerated : ten pieces of
field artillery, one mortar 8 inch calibre, and two small
howitzers, attached to which were one hundred and twenty
cannoneers ; three handred Turkish infantry and seven
hundred Mogrebin ditto; the remainder of the army
Turkish and Bedouin cavalry, together with a corps of
Abbadies mounted on dromedaries.

B
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hundred and twenty large boats loaded
with provisions and ammunition, and des-

tined to follow the march of the army to
the upper countries of the Nile.

17th of Rilhadgé. Presented myself to
his Excellency the Pasha Ismael, by whom

I:'wes received. in a very flattering manner,

‘and’ presented with a suit:of his'‘own habi-
liments.. '

On my:asking his Excellency if he had

* anyorders for me, he replied, that: he was
at present solely occupied 'in expediting
the loading and: forwarding the' boats car-
rying the- provisions of the army, but that
when that was finished he would send for
‘me to receive his commands.

- I employed this interval in noticing the
‘assemblage that composed the army. The
chiefs-and soldiers I found well. disposed
to do- their duty, -through: attachment to
their young ‘commander and through fear
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of Mehemmed Ali. They were alert to
execute what orders they received, and very
busy in smoking their pipes when they had
nothing else to do. :

On the 19th I was sent for by the Pasha,
with whom I remained in pnvate audience
for-an hour. :

On the 21s¢ of the moon Zzlhadgé I-was
attacked by that distressing malady  the
ophthalmia. In two days the progress of
the disorder was such that my eyes were
closed up and incapable of supporting the
light, and occasiened-me such acute anguish
that I could get no sleep but by the effect
of laudanum. This misfortune at this crisis
was peculiarly vexatious and mortifying

-for-me, as-it put it out of my power to

accompany the Pasha, who departed with
the.army for Dongola on the 26th, taking

- his route on the west bank of the river, and
" -leaving the Divan Effendi and a small

B2



4 EXPEDITION TO

party of soldiers to -expedite the loading
and forwarding the boats that had not as
yet got ready to proceed up thie Cataract.
On the 3d of Moharram, A. H. 1236, 1
embarked on board the boat of the Frank
surgeons attached to thé army, and left the
" lower or north end of the Second Cataract
as it is commonly styled in the maps, in
company with fifteen boats to follow and
rejoin the army. : :
I would here observe that what is called
- the Second Cataract is properly a succes-
sion of . paftial falls and swift rapids for-
more .thar_l a--hundred miles before we
arrived at Succoot. - I counted nine; some
of them, particularly the second,* fifth,§
seve;'n'th:pand ninth,§ very dangerous to.ﬁass,
though at this time the Nile had fallen but -
" # Called the Shellal of Semné. ’
+ Called the Shellal of Ambigool.

1 Called the Shellal of Tongaroo.
§ Called the Shellal of Dal.
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a few feet. Before we arrived at the fifth,
two boats were wrecked against the rocks
which crowd. the rapids, and one filled
and sunk ; and before we had passed the

- ninth several similar accideiits -had taken

-place., To pass the fifth and: ninth'rapids,
it was necessary to employ about a hundred
men to drag the boats-one after another
against the current. At the fifth pass,
several of the boats were damaged, and .
two soldiers and two ‘boatmen drowned:
At this pass, the Tiver is”interrupted’ by a
ledge of rocks reaching nearly across, and
over which the Nile falls. Between this
ledge of rocks and the western shore of the
river is a practicable passage, wide enaugh
to admit a boat to - be -hauled up the-cur-
rent, which here runs furiously. Over-
looking this pa\ssagé are two hills, one on
the east and one on the west s.ide.of the
river : on these hills are the ruins of ancient
fortifications. They are also surmounted
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by two small temples in the Egyptian style:
that on the west side is almost perfect. It
is sculptured exteriorly and interiorly with
figures and hieroglyphics, and the cellmg
is painted azure.*

The appearance of the country on each
side of the falls is similar to that of the
country south of Assuan—a sandy desert
studded with rocky hills and mountains.
. 'The only -appearance of vegetation observ-
able was in some of the islands and on the
immediate banks of the river, where we
met at every mile or two with small spots
of fertile ground, some of them cultivated
and inhabited. The rocky hills consist
frequently of beautiful black granite, of the
* # T have been informed that about two miles north-
. ward of this place, on the west side of the river, is to be
seen a curious vaulted edifice, having the interior of its
" walls in many places covered with paintings. My in-
. formants believed that it was anciently a Christian monas-
tery. This is possible, as the ruins of several are to be

seen on the Third Cataract, and, as I have been told, on
the Second also.
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colour and brilliancy of the - best sea-cadal.
Here and there, at different : points on:the
Cataract, I observed some forts built by the
natives of the country. 'They are con-
structed of unhewn stones:.cemented with
mud, and flanked by towers and angulat
projections something resembling -bastions,
and are pierced with loopholes for mus-
quetry. Their interior presents the follow-
ing appearance :—against the interior side
of the walls all round are built low cham-
bers, communicating by small doors with
the area and frequently with: each other.
I could observe nothing in these chambers
_exeept the bottom -part .of the small hand-
mills used by the Orientals to_grind meal,
which could net be hastily removed as they
- were fixed. in:the ground ; every thing.else
- the inhabitants had . carried off-on theap-
‘proach of the army. : The great.aren inthe
.centre of these forts appeared to have been
" occupied by the.camels and flocks of the
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inhabitants; some of these forts are to.be
seen surmounting the high rocky islands
with which the Second Cataract abounds,
and make a picturesque appearance. . -

. On the 2d of the moon Safa, we passed
what our Rais erroneously told us was the
last rapid between us and Succoot. We
have been thirty days in getting thus far,® .
the causes of our having been so long in
getting up -the Falls were several. The
crews.of the boats. which had passed un-
hurt a.dangerous passage were frequently
detained to unload and repair those which -
had been wrecked or damaged.—We have
been detained at the entrances of these
rapids frequently for several days, for want
of a sufficient wind, it being absolutely
necessary that the wind should be very
strong to enable the boats to force. them-
selves through currents rumning. between

* About seventy miles above Wady Halfa.
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the rocks with dreadful rapidity; and more
than once the boatmen have hesitated to
attempt a dangerous pass till obliged by .
the presence and ‘menaces of the Divan
Effendi who accompanied the boats.

- On the 3d of Safa, about an hour after
we had passed what our Rais told us was
the last rapid of consequence we should
have to encounter, we saw the wreck of a
boat lying against a rock in the middle of
“the river, her masts alone appearing out of
the water. The river here is interrupted
by several high insulated rocks. We bad
‘been assured that we should now find the
river open and’ without difficulty, till we
-should come to Succoot; the appearance
‘of this boat seemed to contradict this repre-
'sentation, and in about an hour after we
had abundant reason to be satisfied that it
was false. - I was congratulating myself
that we had got into smooth water, and-
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indulging myself with a tranquil pipe of
tobacco, when suddenly the wind slackeped
just as we were passing between two ledges
of rocks where the river was running at
the rate of about six knots an hour. The
current overpowered the effort of the sails,
and carried the boat directly among the
reefs, near the west bank of the river. After
remaining for about ten minutes in-a very
perilous position, the skill of -our Rais
bappily got the boat to shore withént
injury. _

3d of Safa. We remained all night at
the place where we landed ; in the morning
got under sail .to pass.the strong current
we had attempted yesterday witheut suc-
cess. : After buffeting about for an .hour
we were forced to return to the bank of
the river, and await a stronger -wind. In
about an hour after the wind freshened,
and we got under way with better fortuae,
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and after passing the current before men-
tioned found ourselves in smooth water.
After sailing for an hour. we stopped for
ten minutes at a place where we saw sheep,
in order to purchase some, having for the
last twenty days been obliged to live on °
bread, rice, and lentiles. Succeeded in pur«
chasing two lambs. The banks of the river
hereabouts present some fertile spots, a few
of them cultivated. About noon the wind
fell and the Rais put to shore; weimme-
diately set our domestics about preparing
the purchased meat, and shortly after. we
sat down to this regale, which appeared
to me the most delicious meal I had eaten
for many years.* Remained here for the
‘remainder of the day.

. * I cannot help smiling in copying off this part of my
Jjournal, at the little account I made. of * bread rice and
lentiles,” at the commencement of the campaign. Before
I left Sennaar, I have been more than once ohliged
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4th of Safa. Continued in the same
place, there not being sufficient wind to

ascend .the river. About two hours after
noon arrived an Arab from above ; he was
on his way to the Divan Effendi, who was

a few miles below us, to inform him that a-

boat, of which he had been one of the crew,
had been dashed to pif:ces-égainst the rocks
in attempting to pass a rapid. I demanded
of him * how many rapids there were yet
ahead ;” he replied « that there were several;
how many he did not exactly know.” . This
inteHigence made me apprehensive that we

to take a part of my horse’s rations of durra to support
natare.  He ate his portion raw and I boiled mine. The
causes of such distress were that the natives of the Upper
country would frequently refuse to sell us any thing for
our dirty coloured piastres of Egypt, and the Pasha
would allow nobody to steal but himself. * Steal™ a
fico for the phrase. The wise  conveyit call,” says
ancient Pistol, an old soldier who had seen hard times in
the wars. RS ‘
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might be another month in getting through
these obstacles,and determined me to renew
my efforts to obtain camels and ‘proceed to
the Pasha by land: : I had made several
attempts to hire some for this purpese,
during the last fifteen days, without success.
The man above inentioned, informed ' me
that I could probably obtain some at a
village about six hours off. I determined
to send my servants on the morrow to
inquire. .

5th of Safa. Passed the night at the
same place; early in the morning a favour-
able breeze sprung up and the Rais got the
boat under sail. Was obliged, in conse-
quence, to proceed in the boat as long as
the wind held. Observed as we proceeded
a number of fertile spots, some of them
cultivated, and a few small villages. I was
informed that these will-become more fre-
quent as’ we' proceed. During this day,
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with a favourable wind, made only about
twelve miles against the current.

- 6th of Safa. Got under way about two
hours after sunrise, with a strong breeze
from the northward. About half an hour
after quitting the land, passed a dangerous
rapid, occasioned by a reef of rocks reach-
ing nearly across the river. In passing this
rapid the wind slackened for half a minute,
and the current carried the boat astern 10
within six or seven feet of the rocks; at
this critical instant the wind-happily fresh-
ened, and forced the boat-up the current,
to the great relief of all-on board. An hour
after, passed a picturesque-spot, where the
river is divided by a high rocky island,
supporting on its summit some ruined for-
tifications made by the natives; on the
right bank of the river, just opposite, is a
fertile spot of ground and a village, sur-
rounded by date trees and plantations.
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Our: Rais put.to Jand about noon, the wind
falling, and rocks.and rapids of formidable
appearance being right ahead.* We have
made about eight miles to-day. Saw about
two miles. above us a number of boats lying
to. the shore, apparently obstructed by the-
rapid just mentioned. About the middle
of the afternoon, in walking along the
- shore; saw a crocodile ; it was small, about
three feet in length. When I came upon
him, he was sunning hinself on the shore;
on seeing me, he ran with great rapidity -
and plunged into the river.. :
7¢h of Safa. Got under way about two
hours after sunrise, to pass the rocks and
rapids. already mentioned. The . passage
was dangerous, and the boat thrice in :im-
‘minent peril. We struck ‘once on rocks
under water, where the current was running
probably at the rate of six knots an hour.
| I Tl.lese were the rapids of  Dall. |
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Thie current, after about ten minutes, swept
the boat off without having received a hole
in her bottom, otherwise we must probably
have perished.. Shortly after we weére jam-
med between a great shallow whirlpool and
a large boat on our starboard beam. This
boat was dashed. by the ‘current against
ours, and menaced to shove her.into the:
whirlpool. The long lateen yards of: the
two :boats :got :entangled, and. I 'was: pre-
pared to leap into the other boat, in-antici-
patlon of the destructian of ours, when the:
wind freshened, and the large boat was:
enabled to get clear .of. ours. " Not long.
after, the same boat fell aboard of us-the.
second time, in.a place where, if our boat
had drifted twice her. length to leeward or:
astern, she must ‘have. run . upon : rocks..
All these accidents. befel us,. having under
our eyes, at no great dlstance from us, the
wreck of a boat ‘lost in this passage three:
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or four days ago.* After being for about

two hours in'dan ger, the boat arrived at the

-west. bank of the river, where we found

many mere waiting a sufficient wind to be
enabled to clear the remainder of the rapid,
which runs. very strong here. '

. Stayed for a wind at this place two days

-On the 102k of Safa, the boat happily

passed the repaainder of the rapid, when
t@hewmd calmed, and the Rais put to shore,

there being yet a strong current to, sur-

mount. -Oppositg to the place where we
\;yere,'at about-half a mile from the shore,
a'boat had stuck fast upon some rocks.this
fnorx_iing,'"all_ attempts to get her off had

proved-unsuccessful, and she remained in
‘that. position, with all her company on
.board "till next morning, ‘

llth qf Safa. Quitted the shore about

Lo In every dangerous pass, we mvanably saw-one- or

more Qf ov,r boats wrecked.
C
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an hour after sunrise; with a fine r;drt}ier]‘y
wind. Passed the boat just mentioned,
whose people-looked very forlorn. Some
small boats were then on the way to untoad
this boat, should it be found impossible to
disengage her. Proceeded on our. way,
and passed a number of small but pretty
islands, lying near the west bank of the
river..” They are cultivated and inhabitéd
by a considerable population.. The coun-
try on thé -borders of the tiver begms to
assume & bétter appearance—the territoty
“of Succoot, which we were now éntering,
containing many villages. Beyond -the
‘green banks of the river, all is yellow desert,
spotted with brown recky mountains, which,
however, appeared to -decrease in number
and height as we advanced up the tiver, till
the country subsided into & ‘plain, With a
few isolated meuntains . of singular forms
and picturesque appearance here and there
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in view. About two ‘hours. after mid-day
we. arrived at -a ‘place where the river is
embairassed by small rocks and -shoals,
except a' narrow -pass on the western side.
We.found the current here too strbng to be
surmounted by the aid of what wind we
had, and therefore put to shore on a very
fine island on our left. 'We passed the re-
mainder of the day here with satisfaction.
_This island is about 2 mile and a half in
length, naturally beautiful, qnd well culti-
.vated by about fifty or s;xty mhabl.tants,
.who seemed to be well contented with. their
- situation.* We saw here three men, of about
-iwenty-five years of age, ;vho_ had been cir--
“cumcised but five days past, a thing I had

-mever. before known to have occurred to ..

.;'the children of: Mussulmans.
12th of Safa. At.an: early hour,-quit-

- * Itiis called Gamatee, -
c2
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ted ‘the sliore with a strong. northerly
wind, to ‘'pass the current which had
stopped’ us - yesterday. Thi$ ~day’s sail
was. the' mest ‘agreeable of any ‘we ~had
enjoyed . since ‘we- left Egypt, the. river,
since we had passed the rapids’ of ‘Dall
{where the ‘second ' cataract . of the Nilé
properly’ commences,) having :become as
broad.as in Egypt, and now flowing tran-
quilly througl. 'a country equally fertile;
and much more ‘picturesque-than the finest
parts_ of ‘Said: ' The -eastern bank’ of the
river,  particularly, presented a -continial
snccession of villages, and fine soil crowded
- with trees; and all cultivated. Passed, dus
ring the day; some fine. and large islands,

. . also occupied-. by Bumerous villdges. - We'

stopped at night at-one-of these islands, by
whose beautiful borders’ we-had: beeit “shil-
ing with great pleasure for more than four
‘hours, with a stiff breeze. - We were in-
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formed by the inhabiténts, that this island
~ was a:day’s.walk in breadth.. They. said,
that, as we advanced, we should find others
as large and larger. Their. island, they told
us,.was called Syéé. They appeared to be
well satisfied with. their coadition, having
an abundance of every. thing. absolutely
needful for a.comfortable subsistence, and
decent clothing of their own manufacture.
‘What surprised.me: not a little, was to: find
the people as white as the Arabs of Lower
Egypt, whereas the inhabitants. of. Nubia
are. quite black, though' their features are
-nat those of the Negro. A

I have observed, that the country throngh-.
-which we passed. to-day, was as fertile and
mnch more picturesque than the Said. The.
. reason for the latter part-of.this assertion is,
that-in.the Said the view is limited: by the.
ridges .of barren. and calcined mountains
that bound .it on both sides, whereas.here
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the viéw'ranges over plains bounded only
by the horizon, and inter'spel;séd here and
there with isolated mountains of most sin-
gular forms, Some of them might be mis-
taken for pyramids, they are so regular. and
well defined ; some "résembled lofty cones,
and others resembled lofty square or pen-
tagonal redoubts. ‘One of the lattet de-
scription lies upon the eastern bank of the
river,and could easily be made an impfeg—
nable fortress, which could command all
water communication bétween Egypt and
Dongola. The scénes of verdure and eul-
tivation through which we-had- passed to-
.day, removed all suspicions from my mind
as to what had been reported to me of the
great. difference between Nubia and the
country beyond it. : ’
- All the villages we have passed to-day,'
have in their centre a fort or castle, fortified
‘with towers at the. corners, and, judging




DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 23

from those we visited, resembling in their
interior those.on the cataract already de-
seribed. The village, consisting of low huts,
built of mud, is built. round the walls of the
fort, whxch is: mtended to serve s a place
of retreat .and defence for the inhabitants
and their ﬂocks, in case of alarm or attack.
_They are governed in the manner of the
,families of the -pétriarchs, fhg Sheck of the
village being both judge and captain. Saw
af thls island a small skiff, the first boat
belongmg to the inhabitants of the country
'that I have seen since quitting Wady
: 13th of ‘Safa. Parted from the land
:ahont an hour after sunrise and proceeded
:on ‘our-voyage, which was, if possxb]e, sull
more agreeable than- thatr,_of yesterday..

the aast bank. of - the river, the eye rests on
!f.a continued succession of villages, occupy-
Jng land of the ﬁnest quality, and lylng
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under ‘a_continued forest ;of - pali trees, |
ku:ger and taller, in:my opinion, than those
growing in Egypt. . On the right we saw,
"as.we passed, a chain.of beautiful islands,
some of them large and presenting the same
spectacle as the.east bank. . It is certainly
a beautiful country. The river. from Ass+
:suan has only-about ‘half :the breadth that
it has in Egypt. . In this. country it is as
bioad, and in many places, on account of
the large islands it here contains, very much
‘broader than it is in Egypt. .We stopped
at night at one of these fine islands,: whose
‘breadth being but about two miles, enabled
ws.to have a view of.the west -bank of ithe
river; which presented the same successipn.
of villages and cultivation as on the ariental
side.. . T have already. observed,.that. the
date trees of. this country were larger and
taljer than. those in Egypt. We. found a
similar difference. in the -animalé of this

]
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eontry ; I purchased a sucking lamb,which
‘was certaiply. as: big as an Egyptian sheep

of .a,years growth. The cattle of this

country differ from those of Egypt, in bear-

dng, as to form; a resemblance to the buffalo.

.They,havq a rising on_the shoulder, and a

similar form: of the hips. - They are also

larger than the cows of Egypt. . L

. ..14th of Safa:: The wind did not spring

‘up. this morning: till a late hour, and after

continuing for about an hour and-a half,

fell calm.  ‘Wé: put to shore.on the western
bank of the niver, where we passed the re-

imainder of the day and the: night, The

country continued fine and crowded with

villages. At this place, sonje of the baat’s

eompany attemptéd to shoot-a hippopota~

mus, who had shown "himself several times

during the day. They succeeded only in

slightly . wounding him, -aftér which he dis-

appeared.- -The people of the country say |
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that there are twelve that frequent this place
in the river, which contains here some low
islands, well adapted -t0 afford !hem food
and concealment. - S

. 15th of Safa. Parted from. the Jand
aboyt two. hours. after sunrise, with a strong
breeze.. After continuing-an- hour and a
half the wind subsided into a calm, which
obliged us-to make for the shore.. - We
landed on a large island resembling those
already. mentioned, where we passed.the
remainder of the day and the night. The
coun'try.:wé had . passed resembled that
below, beautifal, and as fertile us land can
.. 16tk of Safa. Left the land abomt.aa
hour :after sunrise, and in half an beur
passed the southern boundary of the heaw-
tifa] territory of Succoot, and entered the .
province - of Machass., The .country we
were now _passing. is_naturally fertile, bmt



DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 2¥
has- not such’ a continued succession . ef
villages as Succoot.. About three hours:
after sunrisé caine in view of the- ruins. of
.an ancient temple-on the west bank. With
some difficulty engaged the Rais to-put to
stiore for-a few minutes, to give me an op-
poitumity of visiting it. - This teniple is ma-
nifestly of Egyptian architecture; it is about
wo hundred feet long from east to west;
ten of the columns only are standing; they
ave.composed of separate blacks of a brown
stone resembling that employed in.the con-
struction of the temples in the isle of Philog.
‘The walls of this temple are in: ruins, except
a part of the front which is in a very dila-
piddted 'state. The frant facés the East;
the -pillars:and the mins of the walls are
seulptured -with hieroglyphics. It séands

.ot the west bank ‘of the river about twe

aniles: beyond.. the territary of -Succoot.
iAbositan- hour after leaving. this place, the
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'wind falling, our Rais was.obliged to put to
. shore. We soon atrived at the western bank
of the river, the Nile being in this place
not-a mile broad. The remamder of the
day being calm; we staid here till next
-morning.  Several of the Pasha’s Cavalry
-passed aloﬁg-tl;e west_bank of the river
.yesterday and. to-day, bearing repeated
-orders from Dongola to the commandevs
of the boats to hasten their progress.
17th of Safa. At an early hour started
-with a favourable wmd but in about two
‘hours were obliged to put to.shore. The
.river hereabouts makes several turns almost
-at right angles with each other.. This cir-
:cumstance brought the wind directly ahead j
‘in one of the bends and obliged us to renmain
there- till next morning. The country we
saw to-day is not equal to the territory of
Shccodt ; the date trees, the villages, and
xhe_culti}'rati‘ori are not so continued; -and
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the view from the tiver is bounded at a
little distance from its banks by low rocky
hills. Saw to-day a singular mode of navi-
gating the river; a man, who apparently
was travelling down the river with his whole
family; had placed his youngest wife and
her two young children on a small raft
made of bundles of corn-stalks lashed to-
- gether, Lie himself swam by its side to guide
it, while he kept his old wife a swimning
and pushing it by the stern, and in this
way' they proceeded down the river.

T have seen in this country small rafts
mdde to carry one person, which are véry_
“well contrived. Three or four large emptj
gourds are fastened firmly to a small oblong
frame made out of the branches of the dgite
tree; the whole not weighing two [).ounds. A
than may go safely down or_'acros»sv the river
on this, either by fastening it to" his breast
and swimming supported by it, or by riding
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on it astride; and when on shere le oat
carry it with ease either-in his hand-or on
his-shoulder. C o T e
* 18th-of Safa.. In the morning found
that -the -wind -had changed a little i our
faveur, got under way, but after sailipg for
about two hours the winding of the river
‘again brought it ahead. - Put to shore sud
staid there till-the middle of the afternvon,;
when the wind again hauled a little in‘our
favour, and with some difficulty we:got to
windward-of the shore and-proceeded . up
the river.- The river here is about half a
inile bréad, and makes several turns. which
somewhat retarded our progress. = We.ob-
serveid some rocks and shoals, and on arriv.
ing at a place where the river is divided
by -a large rocky-island, observed a- boat
‘aground, which had ‘taken the right hand
passage which-was the ‘broadest, and two
others turning back to take the passage Gii
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tho other side of this island. We followed

their example, and found the passage safe

enough. A little beyond the upper end of

this island the river makes an- acute angle

totherighthand. We proceeded onwards

till sunset," when we put to shore in company

‘with two other beats. The country we have
passed -through' to-day resembled: that we

.saw yesterday, inferior to the fine temtory
of Sucdcoot. .o ' '

" 19th.of Safa.  Left the land an. hour;and

a half after sunrise, with a fine breeze froni

the north. Sailed for about an hour through

-a country. where the rocky hills come down
‘ere and there close to the river banks and
#arrowed the usual breadth of the Nile

-congiderably. Observed: however in this
tract.of cowmtry a few fine and cultivaicd

mlands. - Shortly after. the river widesied;

“the rocky hills retived at.a distance, and
the ‘eye rested with pleasure on a beauti_ftil
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country cultlvated _by the inhabitants of a.'
continued succession of villages and castles_.
which occupied both banks of the river..
The country resembled the province of'
Succoot, except that the date trees were. not
so numerous nor so tall and large Passed .
the ruins of a considerable fortified town
situated on a high hill on the west bank. A:
little beyond this place saw the ruins: of a“
temple; four of the columns are yet stand- 5
mg ; could not go ashore to examiné it, as
the wind was fair and strong, and the Rals
under ‘positive orders’ to proceed with all
éxpedmon Observed that several of th&
cast]es we had passed yesterday and to-day
appeared newer and better- constructed for
defence than those we had seen along the
Cataract I suspect that they were erectcd N
under the direction of the exiled Mama- 4
lukes, as this tract forms a pait of the tem- ;
tory subject to them before the arnval_c_g_ﬁ
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tlic Pasha Ismael. Continued to advance,
through a couhtry very beautiful, the river
here embosoming several large and delight-
ful islands, capable of being made, by the
haids of enlightened industry, every thing
that the art of man operating-upon a fine
soil under a soft climate could effect..  We
sailed -pleasantly by these charming shores
and -islands till an_hour and a half before
sunset, when :we came in view of a rapid
ahead, and ‘the wreck of a hoat lost in
passing it. - The Rais put to shore, and after
taking on -board a native of the country to
show him the passage through the rocks and
shallows, attempted to pass immediately-;
- the effort was unsuccessful. After remaining
in the foaming. passage for -three quarters
of an hour, we found -that the wind was not
strong enough to force- the -boat -through
the . cqr,réht,‘ and as-the sun was about
setting and the wind falling, the' Rais was
D
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obliged to-let the boat drift back to the
shore from whence we had departed:

-~ 1824 of Safa. At about two hours after
suarise, - the: Rais thought the wind suffi-
ciently favourable and strong to carry the
boat through the rapid. We quitted the
shore, and again faced the current. The
Rais this time was not mistaken ;- our boat
forced her way slowly but victoriowsly
through “the torrent, and in about-three
quarters of an hour carried ud safely-into
smooth water, where we could draw every
advantage from a fine wind, which swept
ts rapidly. up the river between shores fof-
tile and - cultivated by the inhabitanis ¢f @

cobtinued succession of villages shaded by

‘palm trees. About an hour afier we. had
passed the rapid, we stopped to-receiye. an
Board three of our company who had. Jeft
the boat yesterday in search of fresh pre.
visions bn. the -western . bank of the. riner.
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They reported - that they. had seen a large
pond of fresh water inland, and had found
the country. for seven miles from’ the river
-crowded with. villages, and. as fertile as pos-
‘sible. - They represented 'that.this country
was: watered by two ranges of water-wheels;
“otie range -on the bank: of- the river, which
‘threw ‘the water of -the Nile into -small
‘canals - léading to ‘reserveirs inland; from
whence the other range took it-up arid dis-
“tributed it to this fine territory. About
‘foon we passed, on the east hank, two very
+High, large and- isolated rocks of irreguilar
-#dd - picturesque forms. - On-the side of
-the southernmost ‘were the remains of -a
“eonsiderable fortified town. - The country
‘Réreabouts is-very beautiful. About three
:&'ctock we- passed another rapid, which
‘was not however very difficilt.. Found'the
-#iver beyond  this place much narrowed
@nd impeded: by rocks: - Passéd two moré
D2
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rupids, the first of little consequence, bnit
the latter samewbat dangerouns. -In this Jest
repid saw two boys:sitting on a raft made
of earnstalks lashed together, and  driving
down the current. - They appeared to_bie
much at their ease, and- not at all alarmed
- #%ithe rapid, though the current frequently
whirjed - their fragile raft round and.round
88.it rushed: past us. .. Sopn. after pessing
‘this Tapid -the sun-set, and -we- putw shore
to-pass themight. - = .~ roiv e
- .19th of Safa.. -About twgo-*houmgaﬁ,m"
suhrise we left the shore: with a - fajr. and
feesh breeze. .. The river here is broad, and
the.country on.both banks fertile and - pgo:
pled. - After about ean hour’s sail we came
wp. with some beautiful islands; one of thent
very- large and among :the finest; we: hal
seen, The islands above the Second: Cata-
Tect.are probably- the most -beautiful spots
watered by the_Nile, which ‘rarely -oyer
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- flows them: - They are the most. popllous
and ‘best’ cultivated parts of this conntry.
Half an hour after we came up with: the
large-island, the wind became squally, and
the. boat.could not‘make safe ‘progress.
‘Our rais therefore put to shore;as did-thibse
‘of:five other boats in ¢ompany with durs.

' . Weremhained here for the rést of the ddy.-

20tk of Safa. -In the morning, left:the
" Jand: with-the wind almost ahead. -Aftdr
sailing about three miles, the rais found it
necessary to- put to-shore, as the wind' was
#trong -and foo much ahead. Stayed by
the. Jard- till. neafly neon, fwhen -the wind
‘appedning & me and others on board, more
favaurable, we, after some hard words with
the.mais, persuaded him-to get underiway,
the: wind -being about the same-as: in:thé
" mgetiirig, and -very: stron. - In- dbout =
bour. we arrived: at: a-'bend - in :the" river,
‘which-enabled us to b¥ing -the. wind aft:
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We proceeded with great rapidity, thread-
ing the rocks and shoals with which' the
river here abounds, till we came in-vigw of
a rapid ahead. We.had been iformed,
“two days hgo, that there was a dangerous
rapid between us and Dongela, -and we
congratulated ‘ourselves that the ‘wind was
‘fair and strong to push us through it; we
passed it happily, though not without peril.
‘We felicitated ourselves on having cleared
the only obstacle, as we supposed, between
us and the place. of ‘our- destinati_qn, when
‘we came in view of anotbet, of a more for.
midabi_q appearance than any we had 'yet
seen. : The passage lay where the river
rolled- furiously -over rocks -under. water,
and.between shores-there was no appreachr
ing, on .account .of the shoals and: -rocks
above and. ynder water which. lined. them.
The strong. wind forced our boat aJongside
of another that was struggling and. reeling
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' the. passage, to the mminent danger: of

both. .To clear this boat, oyr rais ventured

to: pass. ours. over 8 place where the foam
. and fury of the water indicated latent racks.
-We hardly dared to breathe, but we did
.not.strike here, but half a minute after we
- . were fast upon a, sand bank.. We stayed in

this condition for abeut a quarter of an
hour, having in view close by us the wreck

-of a boat lost here. - With considerable dif-

ficulty. our boat.-was. disengaged, when we

- put her before the wind and again faced this
 truly. infernal pass. By the force of the cur-
- remt, -the boat neared -a large and furious
. whirlpool, formed by an eddy on the side
. of the passage. Thesteersman endeavoured,

in vain, to counteract this,drift of the- boat

. by.the aid of the rudder. --The side of the
~boat approached to within a.yard of the
- white -foam which covered this dreadful
-:spet. --Qur- rais tore -his turban from his
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heads and lifted, his clas,pad;hands:lo Heox
ven, exclaiming, “ We are lost”. . The xest
of the bgatmen, were screaming. to.God and
the prophet for aid, when, 1 know: not: hiow;.
but by the'good Providence, that wafchéd:
over us, the boat cleared. this peril, .and
others that beset us. in;passing :yet:.two
more rapxds .almost :as. dangerous., QOn:
passing the lést; we found the river. divided .
lehgthways, by a ridge. of rocks:and low
lslands covered with verdure.. On the:right .
or west side of this ridge, wherewe were;.
the. view. ahead. presented our side .of:the.
river'cro_wded with rocks, which we‘qml&
not pass. The singular ridge, aquady meb-
tioned,. presented, howeyer, some -gaps; :
which afforded passages into that pary of:
the river that was an the other side. of Ahia’s
ridge., ‘We passed:through whal:appeated
io:;us ;lje, safest of these. gaps, and si0p.:
after found ourselves.in. smooth hut shallow
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 wattef ¢ the ‘river héreaboats being not less
than five or six-miles bread, and spotted
with rocks and little -green islands and
ridges; *Soon after; a boat aliead grounded,
amd: stuek fast for. some time: about five
mhiputes after, our boat’ received a violent
shack’ from a roék undér water.  The rais
put. the boat; under: her foresail only, in
obder ‘that in ¢ase she struck, it might be’
with as little: force as possible. Shortly
- aﬂbﬂ:iﬁ-beihgi‘abéut-an hour before sunset,
the:rais pat to shors to inquiire of the people
" of the- country-as-to ‘the condmon of the N
nver ahead, . , , |
.~'Fhe "country we saw this- day, oii: both"'
sides. of the river, is a level plain; onlyone
hilk was visible. The shores, and many of
the islands we passed to-day, were sach'as’
. wéshould have: conteniplated with greﬁtéf ‘
pleasure; if we could ‘have employed our
- eyes-and thoughts- upon any' thing besnde
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the: perils by’ which we. were envirened.
They are fertile, verdant, .and in mang
places truly picturesque. S
We put to shore-this day,as said befm‘e,
about :an hour . before sunset. When-we
-disembarked, we found ourselves upon:a
large and bedutifui iskand, .almost covered
-with- trees :of various kinds. . The view-from
this island ranges over an immense gre¢n
-plain, bounded only: by the. horizen, and
Presents a. great river winding. in several
- branches through islands .and:shores com-
posed of as fine a soil as:any in the world,
and covered with trees, among. which. the
dlate tree bore -a. small proportion. - Don-
-gola, we were ‘told, was but a few:hours
distant from this place. e
- 31t of Safa. -At.sunnse; qmu:ulths
land and proceeded- up theriver, which we
found very wide and .shallow. .Its:middle
was occupied by an almost continual range
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of islands, in-my opinion witliout, superiar
4w 2y river whatever.* The country bound-
ing the river is' a beautiful plain, as-far.as
the eye can reach, as fertile as land can be,
and covered with a,great varitty of trees,
-plants, and- fields of :corp. 'We .sailed on
. with a fair wind: ill within half an:hdur of
sunset; without coming in sight.of Dongola.
. This, after the information we had received
-yestenday, somewhat -disappointed us; but
.awe. consoled: onrselves by observing the
-aslands -and’ shores we were passing, com-
- parable ta which,.in point: of luxuriant fer-
- kility, Egypt itself cannot show.. The whole
country.is absolutely overwhelmed with-the
products -of the very fich soil of which. it
consists. e NN
... 28d of Safa. . Quitted .the land at an
. edrly hour and proceeded up the river, in
. hously. expectation ‘of. coming in view of

' # The middle of the Upper Nile is generally occupled
by an almost continued range of islands.



44 - EXPEDITIONTO. -

‘Dongola, which we had been given t0.un-
derstand was a considerable town.. After
sailing with a good wind till the middle af
the afternoon, without seeing: any thing but

- avery fertile country, resembling that we

~ passed yesterday, the people on shore, on-
our landing and demanding whereahouts
Dongola was, informed us that we werg in
Dongola, meaning the. country so called,
On our asking where was.the city or town.
of Dongola, they pointed to a large village.
in the distance on the. west. bank - of tiw.
river, and told. us that village was:calied.
4 New Dongola,” and that Old Dongols,
-was farther up. the. river. They infdrmed
us that the Pasha had left a guard of tweptye,
four soldjers here, and had procecded with,
the army three. days’ march farther. up-the,
river, where we should. find ‘him. . We de-:
‘termined to proceed.to his. encampisent,;
. We saw to-day, for the.ﬁrsg’,&time,,a.ﬁmal!e;
 sail boat, canstructed by the people of the
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codritry ; it was very clumsy; resemblinga
log canoe. The river, in some places which
we passed to-day, appeared to be about
three miles from bank to bank, bat sha]lpw..
the dslands and shores presenting the. samé
spectacle of luxuriant vegeﬁatnon that we
sdw yesterddy. & S :

-“We ‘hought a lamb of three weeks old;
this’ evening; whose mother was as tall as..
4 calf 'of two months old.- This species of
sheep is‘heairy; ahd-has no wool.. The__‘kld-.’
#iés of this lamb were large enough tocover
the palm ‘of my hand, though the ammal
wiis irdoubtedly undiseased. .
= 28d of Safa Got" under. way, shortly
aftér -sunrise, -and proceeded up the river
with a' fine wind; which lasted dunng the
day, ‘aad" camed us probably thirty miles
on:oir way.. The country through:which
wepasied: fo-tlay is not so good ds that we
saw yesterday 7 the desert comes down to

IR

”
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the banks of the river in several places. |
We saw many villages, but for the last twe
@ays have observed none of those castles so
frequent in the lower country.” About al
hour and a half after we quitted -the land;
passed a fortified town ‘on the west bank of
the river; which appeared to be mostly. it
tuins. On our landing, at night, we en<
deavoured to purchase some Pprovisions
but the people of the country could onlg
spare us some¢ milk and vegetables, :for
which' they would not take money, but:-de:
manded flour, On our comsenting tu this
proposition, they brought us an abundance
of the articles above mentioned.. They in-
formed us that there was a town.:called
Dongola, containing about three hundred
houses, 4t 'the - distance of twe -days’.sail
from this pldce, and that the Pasha.wad
encamped - three days’ march in advance
of Dongola. ' '
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" -24th of Safa. . Left the shore this morn«
ing; shartly after sunrise, and proceeded
on. our voyage. The: conntry: we passed
‘throngh: this day was, on.the west: babk of
the river,, fine, but on- the.east bank the
lesert was visible at a, little: distance: from
ie river almost all the day. Passed twp
counsiderable fottified. towns, situafed on the
left ‘bank: of the river; they. were almost in
vuins. An hour before sunset, put to shorg
en-the west bank, where we fowid a fertie
and cultivated country. The people who
pegupied it said that they had settlod here
a ye¢nr:ago; the idland they bad occupied
hefoxe having heen-overflowed by the river,
andl their plantations degtroyed. SR
1,364k of Sdfa. 'This day made but, ht.tic
progrins, these hawmg heen a calm for mors
than half the day; what counixy we sam
sesembled. that pagsed yesterday.. . .- .
26tk of Safa. Remained fast by the
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shore . for the whole of this day, the wind
being ahead. .The .country .on the -west
bauk of the river, where.we stopped, is fine;
but deserted by the inhabitants. Some. of
the boat’s company, who. went. up the
country in search. of provisions, reported
that:they had seen the ruins of a temple,
ocontaining fragments of columns of black
granite. I determined, in case the wind on
the morrow should continue unfavourable;
to visit. this place. -They also had, met a
party of fifteen armed men, who informed
them that they belonged to this country;.
but had been compelled to quit it, and fly;
by the brigands of Shageia, who had in-
- fested .and ravaged the country, but .had
réturned on hearing that the Pasha Ismael
had defeated and expelled these robbers;,
and had invited every fugitive peasant-to.
return home, .giving them assurance “of
future safety and protection.: We were
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alarmed this evening by the’ repOrt of séve-
ral missket shot, which appeared to come
from the other side of the nver, where, we
had béen told; still lurked ‘soine of the bI‘l—
gands. Prepared our arms-to be ready i i’
¢ase of attack, but passed the mght un«+
thelested: SRR SR

' 1 27th of Safa.  Early'in the m'oriiiﬁg','
quitted the-shore with a fair ' wind,'and pro-
ceéded-on-our voyage ; Dongola bemng; We'
wete told; but half 4 day’s distance fromi 0.
'The - appearance of ‘the ‘country still the’
«"-98th of Sifa.- Made but little way to-’
‘day, thé wind being light. About the mid-"
dle of 'the afternoon, put-to ‘shore on the’
‘éast bank of the river, as there appeared o

“'he 7o v:llages in smght on ‘the other shore,

and We-were -in’ want ‘of provisions.’ “The’
country we -saw to-day is very’ good, and:
covered: with ‘trees, *but sparely inkabited."

E
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The country where we landed was, how-
ever, toleraBly well cultivated by the inha-
bitants of several villages hereabouts. The
soil, where it was not cultivated; was com-
pletely covered with trees, generally of no
grez;,t height, and with bushesand long rank
grass. 'The habitations of many of the in-
habitants could- with difficulty be found ;
, they are frequently nothing but a rough
arbbur formed in the thickets. We had
continoal reason to be surprized, that a

- country naturally so rich should -be sp

thinly populated and so carelessly culti-
wvated. The people, however, appeared to
be content with raising enough. for their
subsistence; and to desire nothing beyond
this. Our money they did not value; they
would give us nothing for money, but the
flour of Egypt readily obtained what Ibcy
could-spare.

29th of Safa. At sunrise left the land
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with a fair and strong wind, and proceeded
up the river with rapidity, In about two

~ hours passed what appeared to be the ruins

of a large fortified city, situated en a com-
manding eminence on the east bank of
the river. - Shortly . after, - put to shore
on the west bank of the river, the wind
having increased to a gale, and the east
side towards the city, just mentioned,.ybeing
inaccessible .on - account- of - the shoals that
lined it. .- The violence of the wind forced
the boat aground upon a shallow, at the
entrance of a canal here, the only one I had
seen for.a month. After toiling for an hour,
the boatmen at length succeeded. in getting
the boat water borne. . About an hour -after

moon the wind abated and the boat pro-

ceeded on her-way under her foresail only.
We went at a great rate till an hour before
sunset, when we put ‘to shore on the east

~



32 EXPEDITION TO

bank of the river. The people informed
us that we had passed Dongola, and, frem
their description of that place, we were
convinced that the city we had-seen this
inorning, upon the eminence on the east
bank of the river, mnust hdve .been the
place - we _were -bound to.” The people
said that all the boats that preceded us
had followed the march of the army
of the Pasha, who was encaniped, they
reported, at two days’ distance from . this
place. We therefore determined to. pro-
ceed to join him, and not to return .to
Dongola, where it was probable we should
only receive directions to proceed to the
Pasha. The country we saw to-day was
not so uniformly fertile as that we have
paséed for several days past. Sand was in
some places visible. , , .

- 1st of Rebi. Made great way- to-day,
the wind being very strong till sunset. We
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landed at evening.on a large and fertile
island . which was well cultivated. . I ob-
served here, at a considerable distance from
the place where we landed, a large and
lofty colurun, situated,.as I then supposed;
on. the main land, on the eastern bank of
the river.* The.country we passed to-day,
for about ten miles on the eastern bank:of
the river, is mostly covered by sand; that
on the western.bank is beautiful. . During
the whole of the. afternoon, however, the
country we passed, on both banks, -can-be
surpassed by none in the world for fertility ;
the appearance of numerous water-wheels

* I learned afterwards from Khalil Aga, the Amencan,
who accompanied - me to Sennaar and back-again te
Egypt, and who visited this spot, .that this column
made’ a part of the ruins of an ancient temple, where
are to be seen two colossal statues. I set out-the next
day with him to visit this place, but being then only con-
valescent from a bloody flux which had reduced my

strength, I found myself too weak to reach the plage,
and returned to the boat, .
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and large plantations of durra and cotton,
sliowed us that this fine territory was im-
proved by a considerable population. The
face of thé country continues still the same;
an immense and fertile plain, bounded
by the horizon and intersected by the
windings of the river Nile. We have seen
no considerable eminence for many days,
~except that on which stands the old city of
Dongola, which we passed yesterday; it
is a fine military position.

2d of Rebi. The wind to-day was right
ahead, owing to the curious fact that the
river here makes an eccentric bend to the
left, toward the north-east, and presents
itself as coming from that quarter instead
of from the south or south-west, as usual
hitherto.* The Rais attempted to advance

* The river continues in the same general direction as
high up as the island of Mograt, on the Third Cataract,
when it resumes a course more south and north. Thg
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by cordelling the boat; but the force of
the wind and current prevented the boats
men from gaining more than two or three
miles along the: coast of the island, where -
we landed  yesterday. We were therefore
abliged to pass a.great part of this day
~and all night by the shore. .The island is
about twenty miles long and very beautiful;
it is called, as-I have been repeatedly in-
formed, “ Argo.” S z
3d of Rebi. We were.obliged still o~
continue fast by the shore till noon, when
the: wind abating, the boat advanced about
two miles by the help of the cordel, so far
as to arrive at a small bend in the Triver,
which . brought. the wind a little in our
favour, 50 as to pass by its aid to the othér
side, in the hope, if the wind continued
the same on the morrow, to profit by it and

length of this bend is probably not less than two hun-
dred and fifty miles. L
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proceed. - We arrived a little before. sun. .
set, and remained there for the bnight. - We
saw'this day, while the boat was warping
slowly along the left bank of the river, the
ruins of a considerable, fortified town;
built ‘of stone and encompassed by large
cemeteries. . Some large columns, of a
beautiful stone, white intermixed red, are to
be seen among the ruins. One of: the
cemeteries is evidently ancient, as the
tombs are covered with hieroglyphics, inter-
mixed with inscriptions. In one of the
tombs one of our party found the remains
of a mummy. " o - 5

4th of Rebi. - Made but little . progress
to-day, on ‘account of the irregularity im
the river already mentioned, which. makes
its course hereabouts almost the direct o~
tr'ary’tO its natural direction, and brings, in
consequence, the prevalent winds ahead. .
Passed some sma]l but fine 1slauds, and
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saw, for the first tinie for several days;
stone mountains in the distance: the shores
of the river hereabouts are- fertile, but
thinly inhabited. - Saw. several large vil-
lages in ruins. - B T
_5th of Rebi. The wind and the untoward -
direction of the river obliged .us again- to
employ .the cordel to ferward -the boat
a few miles more on her way. By the
middle of . the afternoon we had arrived at
a phce on the left* bank of the river that
had been, a.few days ago, the scene of a
battle between the Pasha and the brigands
pf Shageia. We found there a strong and
well built castle at the fatther extremity of
a high and long mountain, ‘running nearly
at right angles with the river, and which
appreached to within a few hundred yards
of its bank ; thus furnishing a.fine position -
to the enemy. The castle was taken by

* i, ¢. The bank on our left-hand ascending the river:



58 . EXPEDITION TO

the aid of the Pasha’s artillery, ‘and -his
eavalry rode through and dispersed all
who fought outside of it.* This castle was
astonishingly well arranged in its interior,
and was thereby rendered very comfortable
quarters for a considerable garrison. "The
country, in the vicinity, contains many
villages, -and was covered with plantations
of durra beans and fields of cotton. Thesé
villages had been ransacked, and in part
destroyed, by the victorious troops, as the
inhabitants, instead of coming .in to -the
Pasha, as did the people -of the lower
countries, had taken up arms and sided
with the- brigands who lorded it over thé
country. We learned, however, that they
did this much against their will, being
compelled thereto by their marauding
masters. I was informed to-day that some

"% A more particular account of this battle will be
given hereafter, in the course of the narrative. . | «
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English travellers were in ope of the boats
ahead. I determined, in case the wind
gshould continué¢ unfavourable to-morrow,
to walk up the river and pay them a vigit. -

6th of Rebi. Set out very early in the
morning, it being dead calm, and the boat
in consequence unable to proceed, except
by the cordel, to see the strangers, and to
be 'infor%ned of their accommodations, as
I feared that they too were obliged to par-
ticipate. in the privations to which we were
all exposed. After about two hours walk
at length came up with the boat, on board
of which these gentlemen were. They in-
formed me that they had set .out from
Cairo a few days after we had quitted
Bulac. They were suffering privations, as
were all in the boats, and I regretted that
my being in similar circumstances put.it
out of my power to ameliorate their situa-
tion. As, bhowever, we had now. learned
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to a certainty, that the camp of the Pasha
was not far distant, it was in my power to.
assure them that they would be better off.
in a day or two.* All the way to their

* These gentlemen were Messrs. Waddington and
Hanbury, who, after staying a short time in our camp,
returned to Egypt. Mr. Waddington, on his return to
England, published an account of his travels on the
upper Nile, in which, having been misled by the tongue
of some mischievous enemy of mine, he gave an ac-
count of me not a little fabulous. On my arrival in
London, I wrote to Mr. Waddington what he was
-pleased to call a “ manly and temperate letter,” inform~
ing him of his error, representing.to him the serious
* injury it might do me, and calling upon him for a justi-
fication or an apology. Mr. Waddington, in the maaner
best becoming an English gentleman, frankly gave me
both, concluding with the following expressions—¢ I
feel the most sincere and profound sorrow for the unin-
tentional injustice into which I have been betrayed by
too hasty a belief of false information. For this I am
as-anxious to make you reparation, as I am incapable of
doing any person a wilful injury. I will therefore cause
the note in question to be erased in the following edi-
tions of my book; and in the remaining copies of the
present, I will instantly insert a new page or sheet, if
necessary ; or should that be impossible, T will immedi_-.
ately destroy the: whole impression.” It was impossible
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boat, and on my return to our’s, I observed
some hundreds of bodies of men and ani-
mals that had perished in the late engage-
ment and ‘during .the pursiit, ‘and the
stench which filled the air was almost into-
lerable. "The country, covered with an

abundance of grain almost matured, was

‘dbandened ; the water-wheels stood still,

and the cisterns ‘were frequently mfected
by a bloody and putrefying carcase.

. Tth of Rebi. Passed the last night on
board the boat, near the mountain already
mentioned in the day before yesterday’s
journal. Two Greeks on board of our
boat reported last evening, that they had-
heard. menacing cries from the mountain.

The people on board of the boat supposed

for me, after this, to retain any of the angry feelings
éxcited by this affair, excepting towards * the false
tongue” that occasioned it, on which I cordially impre-
cate a plentiful portxon of the « sharp arrows of the
mlghty and’ coals of j Jumper.
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that some of the brigands had returned to
their haunt and meditated an attack on ous
boat by night. We were accordingly on
~ the watch till morning, without, however,
being molested. This morning, about twe
hours after sunrise, these same Greeks re-
ported that they had seen fifteen or sixteen
of the robbers in a body, and armed.
They also told the. Mogrebin soldiers in-the
other boats, which had now come up with
ours, that these men had probably massa-
cred one of the soldiers attached to me
and two of my servants, as they had not
been seen since morning. I accordingly.
set out, in company with .twenty soldiers,
in pursuit of the supposed assassins. We
had not proceeded far when we met the
persons supposed killed, on their way to our
boat, safe and sound. They had seen no
armed men, though they came from the
direction that the Greeks said the rol;ber§
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had ‘taken. I therefore returned to the
boat, reflecting upon'the old proverb; “ A
Greek and' a liar.”" The’ Mogre’bin» sol-
diers were not, -however, convinced of the
falsehood of the report; and pursued their
way to the mointain ; they found no reb-
. bers there; but repayed themselves for the
trouble they had taken, by taking possess
sion of a young and pretty girl, which they -
carried to - their boat as a .lawful prize:
‘After proceeding a. few miles by the aid. of
- the cordel, we put to land at. sunset, near
avillage on the left bank of the river. We
found here the ruins of a Christian church,
built in the style of the lower Greek-em-~
pire, of which one column, of red granitey
of no great -height, was standing, (it bore
en its chapiter a cross and a star,y and was
all that stoed on its base ; others, fallen and
broken, were lying near it. The soldiers
found in the villages near us several hun-
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dred .women and about two hundred men;
they were peasants who had taken .refuge
here during the battle between the brigands
and the troops of the Pasha. The soldiers
- were disposed to treat them as enemies, but
they were saved from their fury. by showing
a paper given them: by the Pasha, assuring
them of protection. It is the rule to give
these papers to every village not hostile; to
protect them .from the -soldiers. . We.res
-mained here all night. The country -of
Shageia, possessed by the brigands, :was
the best cultivated we had seen this side of
Assuan ; the . water-wheels, so.far:as'we
have passed their country, being frequently
within half a. stone’s throw of each other;
They obliged the peasants to work hard to
raise food and forage to fill the magazines
of their castles, which . are seen ‘here -and
there all over this éOuntr_‘y. Lo et
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i 8th of . Rebi... The wind and:the diree--
tion of the. river .continuing:the. same, we:
were obliged to advance "by. the cordel.:
The country continued fine and well culti-
vated, and . we passed -several large and:
beautiful islands. In walking .along the
shore, saw at a distance a large castle,
lately occupied by-the brigands; on visit-’
ing it, found it capable of accommodating
at lgast a thousand men. The walls and-
towers . very thick and ‘pierced with loop--
holes ;. it had been-taken by the aid of the
Pasha’s artillery, and.almost every thing:
combustible in it had been burned by the
troops. A few miles beyond. this the boat’
stopped for the night. o
.. Otk . of -Rebs. - Heard this merning at-

day-light, with great. pleasure, the report of
three canngn, which indicated the proximity
of the camp. We proceeded slowly by the
cordel, the river obstinate in maintaini;:gi
F
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the same untoward direction,.and. the wiad
consequently adverse. The - country we
saw to-day, like that we have passed for
the last two days, gave us continual ocea-
sion of syrprige. It was better cultivated
than any part cf the countries south of
Egypt that we had seen. It was crowded
with villages and covered with grain, de-
serted by its proprietors. In the afternoon,:
however, the disagreeable impression pro-.
duced by seeing so fine a country without
inhabitants was almost obliterated by the
pleasure I felt on being informed that a
large number of its cultivators, with their
wives and children, were on their return-to
their fields and houses, provided with an.
escort from the camp, and a firman from
the Pasha Ismael, securing them from
outrage, and assuring them of protection..
I am sorry to be obliged to saj, that the,
inhabitants of this unfortunate district had
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great occasion for “this protection.. :The.
soldiérs ini the boats were disposéd to take
liberties with the inhabitants, on. the pled
of ‘their being theé allies of the brigands.
This morning, two men belonging to a vil:
lage in" this neighbourhood, were severely
beaten, and their wives or sisters violated
by some soldiers belonging to the boats.

‘This afternoon, a soldier belonging to our

boat, accompanied by one- of the Greeks
alteady mentioned, and the Frank cook of

‘theProto Medico went to the same village,

without ‘my  knowledge, to participate-in
this licentious amusement. They werée
somewhat surprized and terribly frightened
on their arrival at this village, on finding
themselves suddenly surrounded by about
two hundred peasants armed with clubs,
who fiercely demanded what they wanted,
asking them if they had come, as others
had before them to-&ay, to -cudgel the
F2
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‘men and vislase the;women, and ordered
them: to.-be: off immediasely 10" the boats.
The luekless. forni¢ators, confounded: by
this unexpected reception,  were heartily
glad: to: be'allowed. .to.sneak back .to the
boat: in ‘confusion and terrer.. .On their
arrivaly and. this affair becoming known
to me, .I abused them with .all the elo-
quence ‘I could' muster; first;. for their:vil-
lany, and then for their cowardice, as.they
were well armed, and had-fled before the
face of cudgels. When we stoppell- at
night, we. were" told' that: we ‘weré about
three hours distance.from the.camp. . -
10tk of Rebi. The: river- and. the wind
still obliged. us ‘to proceed.slowly by the
cordel. The country we passed to-day was
fine, and had been cultivated with great
care, but desertéd. The face of the fields
was almost covered with the household fure
niture of* the villagers. Straw mats, equal
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to any sold: at Cairo, were abandaned by
_ hundreds on the spots where they had been
employed for the night by thetroops, when
on the pursuit after the brigands who had
fled from the last battle. Many of the
largest of these mats the soldiers had form-
ed into square huts for the different ghards.
The abandoned harvests waved solitary in
the wind, and the numerous water-wheels
were .all ‘motionless. We passed several
large -castles, not many, days back garri-
soned by fierce marauders, -who, claimed

all around them, or within the regch of

their horses” feet, as.thejrs; and many well
built villages, whose. inhabitants, were the
slaves of their will. - In one of these de-
serted castles, we. found fra,gmen;s of ves-
sels:of porcelain, ‘bagins,of marble, chests
of .polished -Indian-wood, the .pillage pro-

bably of some carayan, and a small brass

cannon. Thewalls of dhe apariments were



70 . .EXPEDITION TO

hung with large and coloured straw mats,
of fine workmanship, and shewed many in-
dications of ‘the pains taken to make them
comfortable and convenient. - An- hour
after noon, we met great numbers of men,
women, and children, acconipanied by
their herds and flocks, who were returning
to this abandoned country, by the encou-
ragement and under the protection of the
Pasha. It was an affecting sight -to see
almost every one of these unfortunate wo-
men carrying her naked and forlorn chil-
dren either upon her shoulders or in her
arms, or leading them by the hand. The
pleasure I felt at seeing these proofs of the
humanity of the Pasha Ismael was dimi-
nished by seeing his safe-conduct disre-
garded by some of the Mogrebin soldiers,
and particularly by the Greek and Frank
domestics of the Proto Medico -Bosari, who
seized - from the hands of these miserable
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-creatures as many sheep and goats as they
thought they had occasion for. About an
hour before sunset, we passed the encamp-
ment of Abdin Cacheff, on the right or op-
posite bank of the river; and at night-fall
came in view of that of the Pasha about
three miles farther up on the same side.
‘We stopped to pass the night, as the boat-
men were too much fatigued to draw the
boat any farther to-day.

11¢h of Rebi. The direction ‘of the river
and the wind still the same. Proceeded
slowly by the cordel till about two hours
after noon, when we arrived- at the camp

‘of the Hasnardar on the left bank of the
river; that of the Pasha was on the op-

 posite side. Not far from the camp of the

Hasnardar, some ruins and several small

pyramids attracted my attention, As [
could not go to -the Pasha before to-mor-

_tow, I determined to employ the remainder



72 . EXPEDITION. TO .

of the. day in’ a visit to these antiquities,
which lay near a large high and isolated
roek, about a.mile distant from the river.
I found before this rock the ruins of a very
large temple, which. cavered a great space
of ground. Some columns, almest comr
sumed hy time, were standing nearly buried
in the rubbish. The bases of others were
visible, which, from their positien, eyidently
once supported an avenue of pillars - lead:
ing to an excavation in the gréat reck afore-
méntioped, against and joining onlto:the
side of which, that fropted- towards - thie
river, this temple-appeared ‘tp bave begp
constructed. | Among the ruins saw twe
large lions of red grapite, one-broken, and
the other-little injured, and a smiall head»

l‘eaq-staiue,raqu two feet high, in asiting

posture. On.approaching the front-of the
rock, found it: excavated into a small tem»
ple,. whose interior was sculptured with the
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uswal figures and symbols seen in the tem-
ples of ancient Egypt: Its roof, and: thut
of the porch before it, exhibited .several
traces of the azure with -which'it'had been
pamted. - 'The porch before this excavation
was :supported by Cariatid figures, repre-
senting huge lions  standing: nearly -erect
upon their hinder legs. The ruins before
thre rock seemed. to ;mie. to “have otiginally
coniposed & large temple, ‘of which:this ex-
eavation was the ‘inner ‘sanctuary. ~ The
pyramids ‘were: close by -these ruins. d
counted seventeen, “someiof thearin ruins,
and others perfect. - Those which were un-
injured 'were small, of a height greater than
the. breadth of “the ‘base, which was' gene-
rdlly .about twenty feet square; the sides
tesembled steep stairs. They weie how-
ever compactly and very handsomely ¢on-
stracted of hewn stones, similar td'the rock
before - mentioned, and prebably “taken'
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from it. Before some of these pyramids-,'
and attached to one of their sides, we found
low  buildings, resembling small temples,
and, judging from the interior of one we
found open, intended as such, as the inside
of this one was covered with the usual
hieroglyphics and figures. It would bea
work of little difficulty to open the pyra-
mid to which was attached the little temple
I entered, as the figure of a door of stone
in the pyramid is to be seen, when inside
of the temple, attached to its side. In view
from: this place, many other pyramids were
in view higher up the river, on the oppo-
site bank, one of them large. The people
-of the country called the place I visited,
% Meroé,” as likewise the whole territary
wherg these ruins are found. The ruins I
.have mentioned do not appear ever to have
been disturbed. I doubt not that several
remains worth research lie concealed undet
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the rubbish, which here covers a great
space of ground. No 'other remains - of
antiquity are visible in this place besides
those I have mentioned. The immediate
spot where they stand, and its vicinity
backward from the river, is covered by the
sand of the Desert, underneath which pro-
bably many more lie concealed.

The river Nile has been represented, and
I think with justice, as one of the wonders
of the world. I do not consider it as
. meriting this appellation so much on ac-
-count of its' periodical and regu]aI: floods,
in which respect it is resembled by several
other rivers, as on account of another cir-
cumstance, in which, so far as I know, it is
without a. parallel. |
- .The Nile resembles the path of a good
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e a a wicked and worthless world. 1t
wns through a desert—a dry, barren,
ndivoms desert ; on the parts of which adjoin-
wag its course it has depesited the richest soil
w the world, which it continually waters
and nourishes. This soil -has 'been the

source of subsistence to ‘several powerful -

nations who have established and -over-
thrown mighty kingdoms, and have origi-
nated the arts, the -religion,-the learning
and the civilization of the greater part of

the ancient world. These nations, instruc-

vors ‘and - pupils,  have..perished ; ‘but :the

remains .of .their stupendous’:labours,. the

pyramids and the teniples of Egypt; Nubia,
and “in «the countries mow . visited for::the
first-time; at:least forimany ages, (by:minds

capable  of :appreciating :the “peoaplestwhio
eracted - thiein, ;arel more than. suffrciént: to -
excite astonishment and respect: for:ithre

hations who: ;founded: them. The'ifew in-
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‘stanees that, I have mentioned are such as
have. presenigd themselxes to my-notice-in
sailing np the river, without my having the.
opportupity. to scrutinize them: particularly,
ar, time:or means to .pursue any researches
in. the- vicinity: of those I have seen, by
which doubtless many more; would be dis-
covered...- Some future traveller in these
interesting.and. remote; regions; who may
have the power and the means.to traverse
at his:leisure the banks and islands I have
seen.and admired, will, I believe, find his
labours rewarded by discoveries which will. .
interest the learned; and gratify the curious. -
A voyage up the Nile.may. be considened -
as. presenating an epitome of the moral hisy .
tory of man. We meet at almeost every
stage with. the monuments of his -superstir .
tion, his tyranny, or his luxury; but with -
few memorials of his ingenuity directed
with a view to real. utility.. We also-evesys -
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where behold the traces of the vengeance of
Almighty Justice upen his crimes. Every-.
where on the banks of the ancient fiver we
behold cities, once famous for power and
luxury, a desolation, and dry like a wilder:
ness; and temples once famous, and colessal
idols once feared, now prostrate and ' con-
founded with the dust of their worshippers:
«The flocks lie down in the midst thereof"
the cormorant and bittern .lodge in thé
temples and palaces. Their voice sings in
the windows, and desolation .is in the
thresholds.” ' '
The -peoples who now occupy the terri-
tories of nations extinct or exterminated
have profited neither by their history nor
their fate. What was once a land occupied
by nations superstitious and sensual is now
inhabited by robbers. and slaves. The
robbers have been expelled or slain, and
the oppressed peasant is emancipated by
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the arms .of the nation-who é,venged the
cause, of Heaven .upon the.degenerate
Greeks, but who nevertheless have derived
neither instruction nor warning from their
downfall and subjugation. The Nile mean-
time, which has seen so many nations and
generations rise and- disappear, still flows
and overflows, to.distribute its fertilizing
waters to the countries on its borders: like
the Good Providence, which seems unwea-
ried in trying to overcome the ingratitude
of Man by the favours of Heaven.

On my arrival at the camp, I was .in-
formed of the particulars of the progress.of
the victorious son of the distinguished Me- -
hemmet Ali from Wady Halfa to Meroé.
Before his march every thing had submitted -
or fallen. All attempts to arrest his pro-
gress had proved as unavailing as the ob-
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stacles opposed . by -the sa&age rocks: of the
Cataraets of the Nile to the powerful course
of. that. beneficent and: fertilizing river. " .

" His: Excellence, as. said -before,. set.owt
fram: Wady Halfa on.the 26th of Zithadgé
Jast: - In. ten days.of forced -march:. .hie
arrived at New Dongola.. A listle beyond
this.village, the. Selictar, at the.bead. of a
detaclument . of  about. four hundred .men,
surprized and. dispersed abont fifteen hun-
dred. of the enemy, taking many of their
horses and camels. . Four days’ :march
beyond New Dongola, the Pasha, at the
head of the advance guard of the army,
eame up with the main: body of the -Sha.
geias. and their - allies, strongly posted- on
the side of a mountain near a village called
Courty, on the.westerly bank of-the river:
The Pasha at.this- jupcture had with- him
but six hundred. cavalry and some of the
Abbadies mounted. on dromedaries, af
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-whom we had about five hundred with-the
army, but none of his cannon. The enemy
advapced to.the combat with loud screams
and cries, and with great fury. The Ab-
‘badies could not withstand  their -charge,
and were driven rearward. At this critical
instant, his Excellenee gave the order, and
the cavalry of the. Pasha charged and
poured in the fire of their. carabines and
pistols. - After a conflict of no. long dura-
tion, the cavalry of the enemy fled in dis~
may, while those who fought on foot fell on.
their faces, throwing their shields over their
heads to secure them from the tramp of the
cavalry, and implored mercy.. :
.. In: consequence of -the result ‘of this
affair; all the country between the place of
.combat and Shageia, i. e. the country occu-
pied by the castles and immediate subjects of
the Maleks of Shageia, submitted and were
pardoned. - The Pasha pursued his march

G
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to the province of Shageia, where Malek
Shouus, the principal among the Shageia
chiefs, had collected the whole force of the
republic of- the brigands with a determina-
tion to risk another battle. The Pasha
found, on his- arrival, a part of their force
posted on an island near the long mountain
I have mentioned in my journal as having
been the scene of a combat a few. days
before I reached it. Those of the -enémy
who- were in the island were - forthwith
attacked by troops sent over in the boats
‘which accompanied the army, and were
cut to pieces or driven into the river. The
army then advanced to attack the great

mass of the enemy in their position on the -

mountain. It was a very advantageous
-one. The miountain runs nearly at 7tight
‘angles with the -river, which it mearly
reaches, leaving between itself and the
river a tract of ground about a.quarter of
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a mile in width, which at the time was
covered ‘;vith' plantations. of durra. The
enemy. were posted on the side of this
‘mountain and among the durra in the open
ground between the mountain and the.
river ; so that their rear was secured by. the
_mountain, and thelr right covered by a
strong castle at the foot of its extremity
lying off from the river. Malek ‘Shouus,
Malek Zibarra, and the other - chiefs of
Shageia, and their immediate followers,
composed the cavalry of the enemy. They
had assembled; either by force or persua-
sion; all the peasantry sibject to their
dominion, the whole forming a mass which
blackened the whole side of the mountain.
_Their arms consisted of lances, shields and
long broad swords double-edged These
-wretched peasants, who were all on foot,

their masters posted. in front in order to
receive and exbaust the fire of the‘Pésha‘s

‘ G2.
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troops; while Shouus and the cavalry occu-
pied the rear in order to keep the peasahts
to their posts, and to have the start of the
Pasha’s cavalry in case they should find it
necessary -to take to flight. The Pasha
posted his troops parallel to the enemy,
placing . the greater part of the cavalry .
opposite: the open ground between the
mountain and the river, and pushing the
artillery -a little in advance. .The enemy
with loud cries and uplifted lances rushed
forward., Some of the peasants in.advance
of the others, .with no other arms: than
lances and shields, threw themselves tipon
.the. cannon.-and were blown to- pieces.*
‘The castle on the right of the enemy was

"'* The desperate courage of these wretched pbusdn't‘s
“ was astonishing; they advanced more -than once to the
mnzzles of the cannon, and wounded some of the can-
noneers in the act of re-loading their guns. Notwith
“standing their efforts, such was the disparity of their
arms against cannon and fire-arms, that only one of the

Pasha’s soldiers was killed, and they are said to have
lost seven hundred in the battle and during the pursuit.
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stormed. After feeling the effects of a few
rounds - from ‘the -artillery, which dashed
horse and man to pieces, the cavalry of the
enemy fled in dismay, leaving their infantry
to be rede over and shot down* by our ca-
valry, who destroyed many hundreds of them

- in the battle and during the pursuit. Malek

Shouus and his cavalry did not discontinue
their flight till they reached the territory of
Shéndi, leaving their numf;rousland stljoné
castles, their dependant villages, and a rich
and beautiful country, in the hands of the
conqueror. | .

* # 1 say “ shot down,” for ‘the sabre was.found an
unavailing weapon, as these people are so adroit in the
management of their shields -that théy parried every
stroke. I have seen upon thé field where this battle was
fought several shields that had not less than ten or fif-
teen sabre cuts, each lying upon the dead body of the _
man who carried it, who had evidently died by three or
four balls shot into him. The soldiers have told me
that -they had frequently to empty their carabine and
pistols upon one man before he would fall. -

+ When our troops approached the castle of Malek
Zibarra, his daughter, a girl of about fifteen, fled in such
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On the 12th of Rebi, I passed over to the
camp of the Pasha. 1 'did not however
obtain an audience of his Excellence till
two days after, when, being alone, he sent
for me, and received me in the most flatter
ing manner, ordering me as usual to sit in
flis presence. After the usual compliments,
I informed his Excellence that I had been

haste that she dropped one of her sandals, which I have
seen. It was a piece of workmanship as well wrought
as any thing of the kind could be even in Europe. The
girl was taken prisoner and brought to the Pasha, who
clothed her magnificently in the Turkish fashion and
sent her to her father, desiring her to tell kim to ““-come
and surrender himself, as he preferred to have brave men
for his friends than for his enemies.” When the girl-ar-
sived at the camp of Zibarra, the first question her father
-asked her was, “ My child, in appronching your father,
do you bring your honour with youi” ¢ Yes,” replied
the girl, « otherwise I should mot dare to look upon
you. The Pasha has treated me as his child, has clothed
‘me.as you see, and desires that you would leave war to
make peace with him.” Zibarra was greatly affected,
and did make several efforts to effect a peace with the
" Pasha, which were traversed and frustrated by the other
¢hiefs of the Shageias. )
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much mortified and distressed, that the act -
of God, in depriving me of the use of my
eyes a few days before his Excéllence left
‘Wady Halfa, bad prevented me fromaccom-
panying his victorious march, and partiei~
pating in the exploits of his troops ; so that

I had not arrived till there was nothing left
“todo. His Excellence replied thata  great
deal more remained to be doxe, in which I
should have a share.” I replied with a
complimént, and then demanded horses
and camels for myself, and the .soldiers I
" had brought with me ; he replied ¢ that I
shotdd have them.” After. some further

cenversahon, of a ‘confidential nature, I
retired.. During the nine days following, I
‘had reason to applaud the humanity and
-good policy of the Pasha, in offering am-

nesty and peace to all the:brigands who
should come in and surrender themselves.
Several of their chiefs, whom they call
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“ Maleks,™ accompanied by’ theix follawers,

came in while the camp. remained near.
Meroé. .The chiefs were. presented with,
costly habiliments, and the written ptbt.ec-’
tion of his Excellence, recognizing them-as-
under_ bis safeguard; and returned with'

their followers to their homes, tranquillized

and contented. The most rigid discipline-

was observed in the camp, to prevent.the
people of the country from suffering hy the
_presence of .the. army. Some, soldiers:and
domestics were severely beaten for taking
sheep ‘and goats without. paying for them,

and five .of  the Abbadies (or auxiliaries.
mounted on dromedaries) were impaled for -

having seized some camels from the. pea-

sants, It was truly honourable to the army

and .its commander to see villages em-
bosomed. .in.a camp, whose inhabitants,
‘men, women..and children,. pursued. their
usual occupations, without melestation-and
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without fear. In the country below, which
had been the scene of combat, the fields were
deserted, and for several days I had not seen
a péasantat work upon the ground. " In the
vicinity of the camp of the Pasha, where
the people had submitted themselves, the
discordant- creak of the water-wheels fre-
quently attracted the éar, and the peasants
cultivatéd: their fields within musket shot of
the camp of a conqueror. S
... On the 21st of Rebi, a detachment con-
sisting of three hundred cavalry, departed
from the camp for the country of the
Berbers, to secure- its éubmissionA and to
obtain  horses ‘and camels for the army.-
 Learning that it was the intention of the
Pasha to march in a few days, to pitch. his -
camp about eight hours march farther up-
the river, I wished' to ascertain whether I
could have the horses and camels I needed
before' the Pasha marched. His reply to
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my demand was, thm he had no cainels,:at
present, that were not appropriated to some
service or other, but that, as soon as lic had
them, I should receive what I needed.” I
was. consequently obliged to embark in a
‘boat to accompany the march of the camp,
as,. without :camels to-carry my tent and
baggage, I .could not-accompany it by lang.
‘Qn the 25th, all the boats followed the. de-
parture of the troops; the wind was ahead,
and the direction of the river the same as
~ repeatedly -before ‘mentioned. .We pro-
ceeded slowly by the cordel. - This.circum-
stance: gave me an opportunity. of visiting
the Pyramids which 1 have mentioned as in
view from Meroé. They stand about half &
anile from the right hand bank of the river: 1
- counted fwenty-seven, none of them pexfect,
- and most of them in ruins; the greater part
of them are built of stone, and. are evidently
sauch more ancient.than those of Meroé,
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The largest is probably more than a hundred
feetsquare, and something more in height.
It presents a sin\gularity in 'its construction
worthy‘of notice. It is'a pyramid within
a pyramid ; i.'e. theinner pyramid has been
cased over by a larger one; one of its sides
‘béing in ruins makes this peculiarity visible.
By climbing up the ruined side, it is easy
. to reach its summit. ' No remains of a city
or any traces of temples are visible in the
immediate vicinity of this place, which is
called by the natives * Turboot.” .
" -iOn the 23d we came:in view of the lower
end of the rapids of the Third Cataract;
‘thiose hereabouts:are called ¢ the -rapids
of Qula” © We were obliged to consume
thirty-nine days in gétting as far as the island
‘of Kendi,(whichisnot abovefifty milesfrom -
Meroé.) As the direction of theriver con-
tinued almost the same, coming from about
‘the north-east, and the wind being almost
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invariably ahead, the difficulties attending:

advancing the boats by the cordel were

very great, as the river here is spotted by

an infinity of islands and rocks. In some

of_ the passages where the water was deep,

the cuirent was as swift as a mill-sluicé,.
which made it necessary to employ the
crews of. perhaps twenty boats to drag up

one at a time. . In other passages, where the
water was very shallow,. it was sometimes

necessary to drag the boats by main foi'ce,‘.
over the stones at the bottom. The camp

of the Pasha remained during all this time

about eight hours march-above Meroé,
| on the right bank of the river, waiting till
the boats. should have passed the rapids.
~ No military movements took place, except
~détaching the Divan Effendi with four

hundred cavalry, to join: the ‘detachment
a.lreédy in Berber, where all was quiet and
friendly. 'The country on the rapids of the
Third Cataract is sterile, being composed,




DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 93.

for the most part, of blacl\ granite and sand,
excepting some of the islands, which con-
tained good ground, and a few spots.on the
shores, where the floods of the river had
deposited some fertile soil. The rocks by the
shore presented indications which proved
that the river had risen in some of its floods
about twenty feet above its present level.
Ostriches are not unfrequently seen here-}
abouts We have met with no ruins of
any ancient building of consequence on
 these rapids, except the ruins of a' strong
fort on the right bank of the river, and
those of what was probably a Christian
Monastery on the bank . right opposite.
Tlﬁs place, I was told, is called ¢ Kennis ;”
it is about thirty miles above Meroé * We

# Khalil Aga, who has passed the whole of ‘the third
Cataract, found in several of the islands there ruins which
wére probably those of inonasterie‘s, as he found there
niairy of the stones covered with Greek inscriptionis, one
of which he brought to me ;.1 was obliged to abandon it
on the route, on the dving of the camel that carried it.
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passed one small island, which the natives
said. was called also Meroé, as.well as the
site 'where we found the pyramids and
temple below. No indications of a con- -
siderable city are however. to be found on
this island, which is beside tao small to have
served for ‘the emplacement of .a city of
consequence. :Khalil Aga, who swam over
to this island, reported .that he bad 'seen
there the ruins of brick houses, and many.
fragments of porcelain ; of the latter there
are immense quantities among all the ruin-
ed edifices found in. this country.* . The
sland of “ Kendi” is large, and in some
parts cultivated ; it contains evident .traces
of brick buildings, among which: we foud
fragments of ancient pottery and porcelain,
but no ruins of any considerable build-
ing.

© % On my return to Egypt, I presented Mr. Salt with
several specimens, which are now-in his pessession.
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- We staid for' three -ddys as high up as
the middle of the island of Kendi. On
the 6tk of Jamisalawal the boats received
arders to descend to the lower end of the
island, in-order to take. the passage on-its
right hand side, that on the left being so
shallow as not to be passed but with great
difficulty. -We descended acécordingly,
and remained at its lower extremity till the
thirteenth of the moon, which delay was
occasioned by the absence of the Rais
Bashi, who had gone up to examine and
sound the passages through the remainder
of the Third Cataract. On the thirteenth,
our boat and many others passed over to
the right bank of the river, in order to be
on the same side-as was the camp of .the
Pasha,* and to have free communication
with it. ’

* To which.all the troops had been concentrated.. .
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« 'FThe same day I received an order.from
the Pasha to come to the camp with my
baggage. I went accordingly, and . pre.
sented myself to his Excellency, and de-
manded to know his pleasure. He replied,
that it was his will that I should stay in the
camp, and that he would immediately fur-
nish me with the means of zi.ccompanying-:,
him in his intended march to Berber over.
the Desert. Five days after, his Excellency
broke up his camp, and proceeded about,
four leagues higher up the rapids, where.
the boats were found stopped by the im-
possibility of proceeding any farther, as the .
water was found to be. too low to admit.
their passing. I arrived at this place (op-
posite the upper end of the island of
Kendi) on the same day with his Excel-:.
“lency, having left orders to my domesties .
to follow with my. camels and baggage. .
The next morning, finding that they had .
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not arrived, and learning that it was the
intention’ of the Pasha to commence his
march to Berber that day, I mounted my
horse to go and ascertain the reason why
my-camels had not arrived. I learned, as 1
proceeded, that one of them had fallen
under his load; and that it would be ne-
cessary to send back the first that should
arrive and ‘be unloaded, to take the burden
of the other. Allimy effects, in consequence, -
did not arrive ‘before’ ecvening. During -
my absence to see after this vexatious
affair, the Pasha had departed with the
camp, as I learned the same evening on-
my return. After leaving the most bulky
part of my baggage in one of the boats, I
proceeded on the 21st to- the place where
the Pasha’s last camp had ‘been, to join
some party who should have been delayed
by circumstances similar to my misadven-
‘ture. -On my- arrival I found the Hasna
H
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Katib, and about three Lundred soldiers,
waiting till camels should come from Ber-
ber to carry them to join the Pasha.. There
were, besides, seven hundred Mogrebin
infantry in the boats, awaiting the means
of transporing their tents and baggage
across the Desert. On my representing to
the Hasna- Katib the circumstance that
-had delayed me, he informed me that the
~ Selictar was expected from belowin a few
days,” who, on the day .after his-arrival,
would proceed after the Pasha, and that I
had better accompany him. I. accepted
the advice, and pitched my tent to await
the arrival of the Selictar. The same.day
1 was informed that all the large boats had
“ received orders to abanden the attempt to
pass the remainder of the third cataract of
the Nile. They had already, with great
difficulty, got through about fifty difficult
passages, and it was reporied th_é.t there
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‘were nearly one . hundred more ahead
before the third cataract could be got clear
of. When the river is full, and the flood,
-of course, strong, this cataract must, in my
opinion, be almost impassable upwards, as,
on account of the strange direction of the
- river, little or no aid can be' derived from
- the wind, and the c‘urrent; in some. places,
. from the straitness of the passages between
the rocks and islands, must, in the time of
."the inundation, be very furious, while the
ebrdel; from the natural obstacles which
‘cover the shore .of this cataract, could
hardly overcome the difficulties which every
mile or two would present.*

% It bas been found, however, possible to pass the
whole of the third cataract, in boats not drawing more

' than three feet of water, by the aid of all the male popu
lation on its shores, who, by the aid of ropes, dragged
. up nine boats, which arrived in Berber before the Pasha
commenced his march for Sennaar.. They were fifty-
seven days in. getting from the island of Kendi to Berber.

H 2

S
S %
® OXFORD
‘%E“ .
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On the first day of. the moon Jamisala- -

char, the Selictar arrived from below, where

he had been to collect durra for the army.

Two days. after I set forward in company,
with him to pass the Desert. The road for.
two days lay near the bank of the river.
By the middle of. the afternoon of the first
day we arrived at a pleasant spot on the
border of the Nile, where we encamped to
pass the night. On.the morning following
we. mounted our. horses at sunrise, and by
mid:day arrived at a fine pond of water at
the foot.of a high rock, at no great distance
from the river, whei‘e we refreshed ourselves
and filled the water-s)<i9§, as at this place
the roads turns into the Desert. We
marched from the middle of the afternoon

till an hour after midnight, when &é haltcd .

Every one of them was repeatedly damaged in gettmg
through the passages.
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“to sleep. The road for this day was evi-
~dently the dry bed of an-arm of the Nile,

- which, during.the inundation, is full of
water. - Even at this season the doum tree
-and the accacia, which grew on its' borders,
" were green, and -coarse long grass was
abundant. At sunrise of the sixth day of

. 'the moon we again mounted,. and set for-
‘ward in a direction nearly East. Our way
lay over lbwA rocky hills, gravelly or sandy
plains, and sometimes through vallies con-

, tammg plenty of coarse grass and. accacxa‘
- -trees; but no water is to be found above
~ ground at this season, though it probably
- might be obtained by sinking wells in some
of these vallies.” “We halted at noon, and
in two hours after again  mounted, and
‘marched till midnight. . Our road lay -
through a country resembling that we had
‘passed the day before. On the morrow
morning, a little after day-light, we pro-
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ceeded on our journey, and at noon halted
at the only well of water we found on our
route. It lies near two high hills of black
granite. 'The water was yellow and dirty,
and was almost rejéected by the thirsty
camels. By the middle of the afternoon
we were again on horseback, and marched
till midnight, when some of the camels
dropping and dying, and others giving out,
the Selictar found himself obliged to order
a halt for the rest of the night. It was his
intention to have marched till morning, by
which time our guides told us that we
“should arrive’ at the river. We threw our-
selves on the ground to sleep a few hours,
but by sunrise we were called to mount
and away. We proceeded till about noon,
when we came in view of the beneficent
river, whose beauty and value cannot be
duly appreciated by any who have not
voyaged in the deserts through which it
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holds its course. It was on the eighth of
the moon. when.we arrived on its borders.
I had expectéd that our toilsome forced
march would end here, and had promised
myself some repose, which I greatly needed,
as I had suffered much from the heat of the
supn, which had burned the skin off my fae¢;
—from fatigue and want.of sleep ;—from
hunger, as we had barely time to prepare
a little rice and bread once in twenty-four
hours ;—and from the exasperation of my
ophthalmia, .which had never entirely.
quitted me since I was attdcked by it a§
Wady Halfa, on the second cataract.. The
Selictar, however, did not indulge us with
more than half a day’s and one night’s re-
pose on the bank of the river, which we
found well cultivated by the inhabitants of
numerous villages in sight. On the morn-
ing of the ninth day of the moon, we were

' again called to proceed. For this day our
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march lay near the bank of the river, and
through and by fine fields of barley, cotton,
and wheat. The day after, our route lay
over a narrow space of rocky land, lying
between the river and the hills of the desert.
We saw this day but a few cultivated spots.
On the 11th we commenced our march
before sunrise, animated by the informa-
tion that we should be at the Pasha’s
camp by noon or the middle of the after-
‘noon. Our road lay this day on the edge
of the Desert, just where it touches the
cultivable’ soil deposited by the Nile,
which is indicative of the point to which
' the inundations of the river extend in this
country. On both sides of this road was
~ an almost continued succession of villages,
which are built here in order to be out of
the reach of the.overflowing of the river,
which almost every year here overspreads -
the country for one or two miles from.its
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- banks. :The land liahle to this inundation
. is in-part. cultivated as well as any portion
. of Egypt, and in' part devoted to feeding
. geeat.numbers of fine horses, camels; dro-
meédanies, kine, sheep, and goats, with
~ which the country of the Berbers is abun-
dantly stocked. . - _ _
We marched. on till nearly set of sun,
without halting, .when..we arrived at the
encampment of the Pasha; it was on our
side [i. e. the west side] of the Nile, which
here runs. in- its -natural direction from
south to north. = At five or six.-days march
- below it, it turns.to the left, and describes,
from above its turning point and -Dongola,
- -atrack something resembling the following
figure—
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which is the reason why, in coming up
the river from Dongola, we found it run-
ning from the north-east: The length of
this curious bend in the river Nile, never
known to the civilized world before the
expedition of Ismael Pasha, may be about
two hundred and fifty miles long, the
greater part of it all rocks and rapids.

The journey from our last encampment
on the third cataract to the country of the
Berbers, following the direction of the river,
takes eight days of ‘forced marches, but

that by the desert, i. e. across the penin-"

sula formed by the course of the river be-
tween the country of the Berbers and our
last -encampment, takes four days forced
march.

The road from the place where we ar-.

rived at the river (in coming from .the
desert) up the country of Berber, lies
generally on the edge of the desert, and
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outside of the fertile land lying between
the river and the desert; 'of consequence
we were rarely led to its banks so as to -
ascertain its course and appearance. But
from several points where the road.aps
proaches the river, I observed that it
winded continually and contained many
beautiful islands, some of them, particularly
that named * Sibné,” cultivated like gar- -
dens. I also observed that the river, at
the lower extremity of the country of the
Berbers, is much interrupted by rocks;
and I have learned, since my arrival, that
between. the third cataract and the camp,
the water is so low at this season that.the
Canja. of the Pasha (probably the first boat
that ever passed the third cataract of the
'Nile) was obliged to be lifted three times
over shallow passages. .
The natives of this. eountry had never
seen a sail boat before the arrival of this
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Canja. - They called it “.a water mare,”
. comparing ‘it, by this appellation, to. the
swiftest animal with which they are" ac-
- quainted.. They- ran' in crowds’ to the
tiver's .edge to see it mount the current
. without the aid of oars. ' - -
" On the 13th, 1 had a private audience
of the Pasha in the evening. His Excellence
received me as usuval, and on my informing
him of the circumstance which had pre-
vented my accompanying his march from
the cataract,  he assured ine that he would
. give orders, that, for the future, I should-be
furnished from the best of his own: camels.
. I preferred to his Excellence some requests;
which he granted immediately, and on my

- retiring, requested me to. prf.sent myself to

- him frequently. .
Previous .to his march from the tlm'd
cataract, there had. arrived at the camp

-ambassadors from Shendi, from Malek .
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Shouus, the chief of the. fugitive Shageians,
demanding. terms of peace. The Pasha
replied, that ¢ the only terms-on which they.
could obtain peace with him, would be by
the surrender of their horses and arms, and
returning to their country to live tranquilly;
and without disturbing their neighbours.”
The ambassadors replied, that ¢ they would -
- not give yp their horses and arms.” * The-
Pasha then answered, that * then lie would

come to Shendi and take them.” . To which

it is said they answered, ¢ Come.”* . On

. * T have been informed that, previous to the advance
of the Pasha Ismael from Wady Halfa, deputies from
the chiefs of Shageia arrived in the camp to demand of
the Pasha, “for what reason he menaced them with war??
The Pasha replied, bepausé you are robbers, who live
by distarbing and pillaging all the countries around your
own.” They replied, « that they had no other means to
live.” The Pasha answered, “ cultivate your land, and
live honestly.” They replied with' great naiveté, « we
have been bred up to live and. prosper by what you call
robbery ; we will not work, and canmot change our man-
ner of living.” - The Pasha replied, * I will inake you .
change it.”
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bearing, however, of the rapid march of the
Pasha, and aof his arrival in Berber, the
chief of Shendi, an whose support it seems
Shouus had calculated, was frightened, and
sent hisson, bearing some valuable presents,
to the Pasha, to notify his submission, and
to receive his orders. The terror and con-
fusion this step, on the part of one of the
most powerful allies of Sennaar, will occa-
sion to the latter, will probably prevent the
necessity of a battle to ensure its submis-
sion. A part of the remnant of the once
powerful Mamalukes of Egypt, who had
fled before the Pasha to Shendi,* on his
arrival in Berber have surrendered them-
selves to the protection of the Pasha Is-
mael. They have been treated by him with
great kindness, and were presented with a

% The number of the old Mamalukes of Egypt was
reduced, at the time of our arrival in Berber, to less than
. ome_hundred persons. They had, however, some hun-
dreds of blacks, whom they had trained up in. their dis-
cipline.
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thousand piasters each, to bear their ex-
penses to Cairo, to which place they have
‘departed, with the assurance of passing the
remainder of their lives in tranquillity in
Egypt, under the protection and favour of
Mehemmed -Ali. - They had gone from the
camp before my arrival. I was informed
that these Mamalukes were in possession
of many slaves and fine horses, which will
turn-to good account in Egypt. A small
remnant of the Mamalukes at Shendi, un-
der the direction of a refractory Bey, have
fled to the countries on the Bahar el Abiud,
where they will probably perish miserably.
-The Divan Effendi, who has been sent to
-Shendi to arrange the terms of peace with
.the Malek of that country, had orders to
assure this Bey and his followers there, of
_tl'le same fayour and . protection already
accorded to their comrades, who had al-
ready departed for Egypt, but without
success. It is not to be doubted, however,
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that the remnant of the once -powerful
Mamalukes, who have surrendered them-
selves to the compassion and protection of
the Viceroy, will receive both from himj -
whose humanity has been interested in their.
behalf since their power is- gone, and their *
number reduced to a few individuals ; who, -
doubtless, will be happy to live tranquilly
in the country these unfortunate fugitives
continually sigh after, and whose ‘sovei
reignty they have lost by theu' own mis: -
conduct.¥* : ‘ ot

17th. 1 passed over in-the canja of the -
Pasha, to the east side of the river, to visit
" the capital of Berber, which is- nearly op-
posite to our camp. - On reaching the bank;
it is a walk of half an hour through im: -
mense fields of durra, to come to the road -
that leads to the residence of the chief.

* T am happy to add that these relics of the re-
nowned cavalry of Egypt are now residing there in ease
and in honour ; the promises of the Pasha Ismael having
been fulfilled by his father to the letter,
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After quitting the plantations, I came to a
collection of villages, extendmg about three
miles down the river. Among 1 these vil- -
| lages is one called ¢ Goos,” which is mark- -
ed in the maps as -the capital of Berber;
but the residence of the Malek,* or chief
of the eastern shore, is not at Goos, but at
another of the collection, much larger,
called Nousreddin, as I was informed, after
the name:of the present Malek, who resides
there. The houses of these villages, like
the rest in the country of Berber, are built’
of clay, and roofed With unhewn timber,
‘covered with trusses of straw ; that: of the
Malek is like. those of his people, -only
larger. The western shore is governed by
another Malek, whose village lies higher
up the river than the emplacement of our

‘ * It is_a singular circumstance, that the chlefs of '
Dongola, Shageia, Berber, Shendi, and Halfya, ,s_houlﬂ
bear the same title as used in the Hebrew bible, to-de-
signate the pétty sovereigns of Canaan.

I
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‘camp. The population of Nousréddin; and
the villages adjoining, is considerable. The
“country is fertile and well cultivated, and
-abounds in durra, cotton, -barley, fine
hor%es, camels, dromedaries, ‘kine, sheep,
‘goats ‘and fowls, as does all the country of
Berber. I found in. these villages :some
*caravan’ merchants, who ‘at present-tiad
‘nothing ‘to ‘sell but ‘Coarse ‘cotton - cloths.

“These cotton cloths form . the only ¢lothing

'of ‘the inhabitants; both men and wémen
‘wéar- them, wrapped round their ‘middle,

“with one end thrown over the shouldeér ‘or

‘head.* - The Berber, though resembling

"the fellah of Upper Egypt in complexion,
is generally not so-well formed in "ﬁgure

* The Shageia cavalry, howev;r, wore these cloths

, ‘cut and made into long shirts, in order, probably, to have
- “the freer manaorement of their lances, shields, and- broad
"swords. It should also be stated, that the Maleks or

“chiefs of the Upper Nile, were generally habited in‘fine
" blue or white shirts,’ brought from Egypt.-
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and feature. Many of them have defective
teeth, probably otcasioned by the habit of
chewing bad tobacco, (of which they have
plenty,) which is common here..

¢ The gteater :part.of :their household and
field work is done by slaves they: purchase
from the caravans, .coming either. from
Abyssinia or Darfour. Some of the owners
of .femalé slaves’ would, for. a:‘doil»lar;,'.withe‘
outscruple, permit the soldiers of gur camp
_ tolsle‘ep with them. The women of Berber,
vontrary to the custom’in Egypt, gb with
- the face unveiled, without ;embért?gisbtﬁent,
. Beth men and woinen never consider them-
selves in full dress, unless the hair-of the
. head has been combed sleek, then‘braided
and platted together, and afterwards plen-
’txﬁll'ly anomted with " butter.’ “They ‘riever

cyt the hair, I beheve it consequently
forms an immense bunch behind the head,
' smnlar to that observable in some of the
’ 12
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ancient- statues of Egypt* The barba-
rous practice of excision is universally per-
formed upon all their females, whether frée
or slaves; as is the case also among all the
tribes .inhabiting the banks of the Nile
above Assuan. : :
The people of Berber are, in ‘their ex-~
terior deportment, mild and polite. Every
man we meet, uniformly gives us the greet-

»

ing .of peace, *“ Salaam aleikoum,” and

uniformly shows a disposition' to accommeo-

date us in every thing reasonable. This is.

praobably owing to -their being, in a very
considerable degree, a commercial people:;.

* The same circumstance of dress is common also
among the peasants of both sexes of Dongola, Shageia,
and along the third cataract, with this addition, that they
not only anoint the head, but also the whole body with
‘butter ; they say it protects them from the heat; that
employed by the personages of consxdemtlon is per-
fumed. Every Malek has a servant charged with the
particular care of a box of this ointment. On our march
to Sennaar, whither we were accompamed by the Malek
of - Shendy, I could wind this servant of his a mile off.
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Berber being every year visited and - tra-
versed by numerous caravans-from Abys-
sinia, Sennaar, Darfour, and Kordofan.

©23d of Jamisalachar. This day arrived
the Divan Effendi, from Shendi, accompa-

-nied by the Malek of that province, and

the son of Malek Shouus, the chief of the

fugitive Shageias. The Malek of Shendi
‘was accompanied. by a considerable ‘suite,
-and two most beautiful horses, intended as
-a present to the Pasha.*  On being intro-

duced to his Excellence, he kissed his hand,

and pressed it to his forehead, and told him

that he had come to surrender himself and
his country to his favour and protection.

His Excellence received him graciously,

* I never in my life saw such noble and beautiful
specithens of the species as were these two horses ; they
were stallions, eighteen hands high, beautifully formed,
of high courage and superb gait. When mounted, they
tossed their flowing manes aloft higher than the heads.
of their turbaned riders, and a man might place his two
fists in their expanded nostrils; they were worthy to
have carried Ali and Khaled to ¢ the war of God.”
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présented him with splendid bhabiliments,

and a horse richly caparisoned. After his
presentation was finished, he was conducted
to the tent of the Hasnardar, who was
directed by the Pasha tq treat him with duge
‘hospitality. The son of Malek Shouus
‘came in behalf of his father, and other
distinguished chiefs of the Shageias, to im-
.plore the mercy of the Pasha for these
chiefs and the. fugitive remnant of their
followers, who were opposite Shendi, await-
'ing the decision of the Pasha, as to what
‘was to be their fate. I was.told that the
determination of the Pasha continued in
their regard the same, making the surrender
of their arms and horses the sine gua non .of
:peacé between him and them. Three days
after, the chief of Shendi returned home
‘the friend of the Pasha. |
On the 25th of the moon, I passed over
‘to the eastern side of the river, to purchase
camels; as there were many buyers at this
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time from our camp, I did-not find any
89pd enough for- the exorbitant price de-
manded. * I passed the greater part of the
" day, and the. night. following, at the town
of'Nbusxeddin, in the house of éne, of th¢
principal chiefs of the Berbers.. -He bears
the title of Malek, as do all the distinguished
chiefs of ‘Berber, Shageia, and Dongola.
Their dignity is hereditary, generally. pass-
ing from father to son. I have noticed
that the families of the Maleks exceed the
common people in. respect of stature and
stoutness. The Malek, jn whose house I
lodged, a man abput 60 years of age, was
near seven feet high, and very stout. His
eldest son, a young man about 22 years of
| age, was about § feet 4 inches in stature,
stout and well proportioned. I imagine,
that this superiority in size is owing to the
circumstance that they eat well and heartily, |
and have no work _fO do beside seeiljg that
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others work for them. The family of -this
Malek carried their hospitality towards me
to a very extraordinary length for people
professing Islim. I was offered, by the
mother and mistress of the house, ‘my
choice of two of her daughters for a bed-
fellow. They were both young, and the
handsomest women I have seen in Berber,
but married to husbands whose houses
were at the other end of the town. When
I understood this circumstance, I told the
mother, that a genuine Mussulman ought
to regard lying with his nelghbour s wife
as a crime almost as bad as murdermg
him in his- bed* I am sorry to be

* | feel myself, however, bound in conscience to tell
the whole truth of this affair. In perambulating abount
the town, in the course of the day, which was.very hot,
I got affected by a coup de soleil, which gave me a
violent fever and head-ache. I have strong suspicioné
that this circumstance acted as a powerful “ prevenfer
stay” to my virtue, and enabled me to put the devil to
flight on this trying occasion. The mother of these
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obliged to say, that though the Berbers are
a quiet and industrious people, very civil
and disposed to oblige all for whom they
have any regard, yet, with respect to their
wonien, fhey appear to be unconscious that
their conduct is quite irreconcileable with
the precepts of the Koran, and the customs
of ‘their co-religionists. They suffer them to
go about with the face exposed-—to con-
verse with the other sex in the roads, the
streets, and the fields; and if the women
are accustomed to grant their favours .to
their countrymen, as liberally and as fre-
Quent]y as they did to our soldiers, I should
iniagine that it must be more than com-

damsels appeared to be edified by the discourse I made
to her upon the subject of her proposal, but the young
women plainly told me, that I was “ rajil batdl,” i. e.
a man good for nothing. If they could have understood
Latin; I should have told them,
“ Quodcunque ostendes mihi sic-k
- Invalidus odi.” - :
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monly difficult, in this country, for a mtm
to know his own father * ‘

On my return to camp, I was. amused
on the way by a dispute in conpection
with this silbject, bets;{een the Male_k I
have mentioned and a soldiér H ‘it happened
in the boat that brought me back to camp.
The boat was heavily loaden, and- this
giganktic Malek was stepping into it, when
the soldier I have mentioned intimated a
determination to exclude him, calling him
by several opprobrious names, and among
other terms, “3 pimp.” Upon this, I
checked the soldier, telling him that . this
man was a copsiderablg personage in his

* The ordinary price of a virgin wife in Berber, is a
horse, which the budegroom 18 obhged to present to the
“faqher of the girl he demands in marriage. 1 remember
/ asking a young peasant, of whom I bought some provi-
sions one day in Berber, « why he did not marry” He
pointed to a colt in the yard, and told me that ““ when
the colt became big enough, he should take a wife.”
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countiy, and extremely hospitable te the
Osmanlis. This mollified the soldier, and
the Malek took a place as well as he could
The Malek then addressed the soldigr in g
mild manner, and “asked him why he had
beéstowed such appellations- upon one whe
was a Muésulman,'as well as himself, The
soldier positively refused to allow the Ma
lek’s claims to this honourable appellation.
The chief demanded upon what -grounds
‘the soldier denied it: ¢ Because,” said the
soldier, “‘the women of your'country are
all wh——es, and the men all ‘get drunk
with bouza, ‘araky, and other- forbidden
~liquors, which.youfmake out of durra and
dates ;” and tuming to me, he demanded
“ whether he was not right? The poor
chnef appeared to be much vexed that he
was uniable to reply to this ‘aceusation, and
remamed silent. 'The soldier; not content
with humbling the unlucky Malek, purswed
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lis advantage without mercy. ¢ Come,”
said he to the chief, “ I do not believe that
you know any thing about your religion,
and I will soon make you sensible of* it.”
He then asked the chief how many pro-
phets had preceded Mohammed ? If he
knew any thing about the history of Dhul-
© karnéin and Gog and Magog? and many
others of a similar tenor: how to answer
which the unfortunate Malek was obliged
to own his ignorance. The ‘soldier then
told him that ¢ the Commander of the
Faithful,”* the chief of the Mussulmans,
had. authorized his Vizier, the Pasha Me-
hemmed - Ali, to set the people on the
upper parts of the Nile to rights, and that

* Thls leamed soldier somewhat surprlzed me, on
my demandmg “ why he did not give the title of Caliph
to.the Padischah?” by answering that' there had been -
no Cahph since Ali, and that the Padischah was only
“ Emir el Moumemm, t. e. commander of the true
believers.” IR d
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now: the Osmanlis were come among them
they would probably learn how to behave
themselves.” . The Malek might, however,
have had his revenge. upon the edifying
soldier, had he known as well as I did,
thét he had gone over to the town of Nous-
reddin expressly to amuse himself with the
women of the country, and had doubtless
paid as much attention to the bouza as the
most sturdy toper in Berber,

The .country of the Berbers, after the
bes; information I have been able to obtam,,
is small, not extending, from the upper end
of the third cataract, more than eight days
march in length on both sides of the Nile.
The Bahar el Uswood, or Black river,
bounds it (i. e. on the eastern bank) on the
south, and separates it from the territory
of Shendi. The cultivable land reaches
generally to the distance of one or two

miles from the river. It is overﬂowed’
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generally at-the inundation, and its pro-
duee is very abundant, consisting in durra,
wheat, 'barley,' beans, cotton, a smiall gram
called < duchan,”. tobacco, and some gar-
den vegetables similar to those of Egypt.
Berber also raises great numbers of horned
cattle, sheep, goats, camels, asses, and very
fine-horses. It is very populous, the suc-
eession of villages being almost-continued
along the road on both sides of the river.
The houses are built of clay, covered with
a flat roof of beams overlaid genemlly with
straw ; but the houses of the Maleks have
generally - terraced roofs - of ‘beaten cldy.

This manner of bmldmg is sufficient in a
country where no great -quantity of rain
falls throughout the year. - Some of the.
houses of the peasants are formed of trusses
of cornstalks, and placed side by side in
a perpendicular position, and lashed: toge-
ther, with Toofs-of the same materials. All
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the ‘people sleep ;;Jp'oh bedsteads, as-they
‘do-also in Dongola’ and - Shageia : -theése
- bedsteads-are composed of an oblong fraine
of wood, standing on four shor{ legs, the
sides of the frame supporting ‘a'close net-
work of leathérn thengs, on which the per- -
son sléeps ; it is ‘elastic and ¢omfoertable,

" ‘Berber contains plenty of ‘salt, which
the natives find -in some calcareous moun-
tains -between the desert ‘and ‘the ‘fertile
land. In its natural state, it is found min-
“gled “with ‘a- brown earth, with which the
stone -of thése' miountains -is -intermixed.
This earth the natives dilute with water,
which' absorbs the 'salt and leaves the
tarth at ‘the bottom ; they ‘then pour ‘off
- the water into another vessel, and, by ex-
posing it to the sun or fire, the water is eva-
- porated and the salt remains.”

The assemblage of villages which- com-
pose the capital of Nousreddin, contains
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houses enough for a population of five.or
six thousand souls, but I do not belieye
that the actual population of those villages.,
is ‘'s0-great. . ' A
The language is Arablc, perfectly mteb
ligible to the natives of Egypt, but con-
taining - some ancient words at present dis«
used on the lower Nile;. for instance, the .
Berber calls a sheep « Kebesh.”* |
‘As to the climate, the difference between 3
the heat at two. hours afternoon in thg.
month of. the vernal equinox, and at an .
hour before sunrise, has been as great.as .
ten degrees of the thermometer of Reaut
mur,- as I have been informed by one.of
the medical staff attached to the army, who
was in possession of that instrument. It
is at present the commencement of spring,
and the heat at two hours after mid-day, -

-* This word is Hebrew, and signifies * a lamb.”
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at least to the sense, is as great as in the
menth of the summer solstice, in Cairo. ‘I
have seen no ferocious animals, either in
Berber or thé country below, and believe
that they are rare. - C

- 5th-of ‘Regeb. The: camp commues in
‘Berber, awaiting the arrival of the re-
mainder of the cannon, ammunition, ﬁrb—
yisions. and troops, from the boats at ‘the
cataract. The. reason why these have not
been trans‘porte;l hither before this time, is
the want. of capuels, a' large part of the
camels attached. to the army having pe-
" rished, by reas;;n -of having been over
fatigued by-the Pasha’s forced march’ over
the desert, and np the country of Berber;
A considerable number of camels have
been obtained from Berber and sent to the
cataract, and more are expected to arrive
from Shendi, to which place the Divan
Effendi has accompamed the chief of that

K S
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country when he left our camp, in order to

receive them.: Abdin Cacheff : departed
two days past for Dongola, with his divi-
sion. He is.charged, by Mehemmed-AH,

with the government of thé country be-
tween the second and third - cataractsi*

Twelve hundred ‘foen, under ‘the command

‘of Ibrihim Cacheff, are said to be on the
way to replace the vacancy left -in- onr
camp by the departure of Ahdin Cacheff.

They ai'e"ex‘pecwd ‘toar-ri\te':‘in a few days,
if not delayed by the sickness of- Tbrihitn
-Cacheff, who, it is said in the camp 1s dan-.

gerously ill on the road. - Do ‘.

Tth of Regeb. This day Nousveddm ‘

the Malek of Berber, came - to: kiss the

rd Abdm Cacheff is a very brave and respectable man,
of about fifty years of age. He treated me with great
politeness and consideration. ~ He distinguished himself
greatly at the battle near Caurty, ﬁghtmg his way mto
the mass of the enemy and out again, twice or thnce on
that day. :
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hand -of the Pasha.. He -had : been :pre-
vented from paying -his homage -to the
‘conquerot : heretofore . by sickness. He
.brought -with -him, ,'as.-.‘a;;%présent, to. the
Padsha, fifty fine “horses; and: fifty drome-
daries of prime breed. . He was well ro-
ceived: by his Excellence, and his presents
‘were returned’ by the Pasha, by others-of
greatvalue. - Nousreddin is a very tall and
“very large man,.about sixty years. of ége ,
Twa days:after, bhaving eccasian to goto
the other side of the. river, I found Nous-
veddin upon. the shore, awaiting the arrival
of a boat to carry him and some. of his
«chiefs over.” I paid bim some comphmcnts
-selative to the handseme horses he had. pre-
sented to the Pasha, which p]eased him
:cons1derably, he invited ‘me to come to
his. house and partake of his hospltahty -
I told hlm, if circumstances would admit
it, T would visit him in a few days,
K 2
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"From the 10tk of Regeb to the end of
the moon, nothing worth notice took place,
éxcept the successive and gradual arrival
of the remainder of the cannon;* aminuni-
tion, stores. and troops from the cataraet,
which had been left there when the Pasha
quitted it, for want of camels to transport
them. On the last day of the month, ar-
rived the cavalry of Ibrihim Cacheff from
Egypt, consisting of four hundred excellent
horsemen ; one thousand infaitry weére yet
far distant, but on théir way to- jomr us.
Ibrihim Cat,heﬁ’ isat’ Wad y Halfa; severely

sick. AR cote
. Onthe 2d-of the mooh Bkaban, shoﬂly
after the hour of aflernoon prayer,. the
signal was fired and the tents fell. We

.. In order to save the amllery horses for the exigen-
xcles of battle, the cannon were drawn by cagl{els from
the third cataract to Sennaar, and the horsek were led
- harnessed by their respective guns, ready to be clapped
on if ‘neeessary. I venture to recommend the same pro-
_cgdure in all marches of artlllery in the east.




DONGOLA.AND SENNAAR. 133

‘mounted our sporting horses, now, lusty
from long repose, and commenced our
march to traverse. the famous country of
the; Ethiopian shepherds, at pregent. sub-
_gect, to the Malek. of Shendi. We .ar-
-¥ived oppasite Shendi, by easy maICh&, ia
- gight days, and encamped on the west side
of the: river, mear_a very large -village
. called “ Shendi el Garb,” i, e. Shendi og:"
.Jshe west bank., |
- Qut route from. Berber led us Ihrough a
.-powatry copsisting of .immense plains of
- fertile soil, extending many, miles from the
river, and mostly covered with hetb@ge.;
Jwonatains: or hills were, rarely visible.*
* The other sile of the river, at least as' often and as
far as we: copld see, it, presentedl the. same appearance.
The only mountains we saw on the other side of the
river, were those of * Attar Baal,” at *he foot of which
(they lie near the river, about three days march north of
'Shendi) are, as I have learned, to be seen the ruins of a
‘city, temples, and fifty-four pyramids.- This, I am in-

" “clined to believe, was the site of -the famous Meroé, the
“capital of theisland of that name. - The territory in which
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We passed mhany large villages, most of:
which stood’ far off ‘from the: river, to be"
ott'of the reach of the ihundation. The
houses of thesé villages, particularly as‘we
approached Shendi, were jgenerally buikt.
with sloping roofs of thatched straw; which-
indicated that this is ‘a country visted by
the rains. ‘We hardly ever, during our
march, came in view of the river, except to
encamp. We found it at this séason nar--
row and shallow, though-its "bed -was fie-
quently a mile and a half bread. Atevery-
halt we made, the chiefs of -the country:
catne to-salute the Pasha; ‘and. seemed {6
be-well disposed towards the army, whose
conduct was very exemplary. - .
“On the Oth of the moon, I visited the:
town of Shendi el Garb, in the rear of our

these rums are found is in fact nearly stm'ouqded by
rivers, being bounded on the west by the Nilé; on the
sonth liy the rivers Ratt-and Dasder, and.on the-nosth:
by the Bahar el Iswood. All these three rivers empty i
into the Nile. o
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~ éamp. ; It is large and. well built, in com=
perison with the.other villages I have seen
o the Uppet. Nile. .. It contains about six
thousand mhabxtants, and: bas three market.
places, where. the people. of  the country
eg_tch_ange. dollars and .durra for what they
bhave need of. - Qur . piasters. they disliked, -
being ignorant of their value, but sometimes.
rageived them for. fowls, vegetables, butter,
a.nd ‘meat, and for durra, but for wheat they
demanded dellars..” S S
- On the 10th qf tlze moon, I went to
Shendl on the east bank, which.is the capi-
tal of the .couatry. - I traversed . the town
with:some surprize; the houses are low,,.bilt
well built of clay.. .Large areas, walled in
for the reception of the merchandize brought
by.the cdravans, _are to, be seen in various.
parts of the town, which is large, containing
probably five or six thousan‘d_ inhabitants ;
the streets are wide and airy, fegular market
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places are found there, where,. beside meas,
butter,* grain and vegetables are also.to be
purchased, spices bronght from Jidda, gum
arabic, beads, and other ernaments. for the
women. The people of Shendi havea bad
character, being both ferocious and fraudu.
lent. Great numbers.of slaves of both
sexes, from Ahyssinia and Darfour, are to
be found here, at a moderate price, a hand.
spme Abyssinian girl selling for about.forty-
or fifty dollars. The chief of Shendi, the
same who had come to our camp in Berber,:
. has done his uttermost to promote a goad’
digposition in his people towards the Qsé.
mar;jis, and has made the Pgshaa present
of several hundreds of wery .fine .camels,
within the last two days. His:house is-net
ot 'Th'e butter of the.ooﬁximea ‘on the Upper Nilé is
hqmd like that of Egypt. That, hawever, which they.
use to anoint themselves is of the colour and consistence

of European butter. We used the latter in preference, in
otir cookery.
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built of betler msterials than those of his
people, and differs from'them only in being
larger, Shendi stands about half a ‘mile
from ‘the easterly bank of the river. Iis
immediate environs are sandy ;- it derives its
importincesolely from being the rendezvous
of the caravans of Sennaar and the neigh-
bouring eountries going to Mecca or Egypt.

Phe territory belonging to the chief of
* Shendi'is said to be very large,* but by no
means peopled in- proportion 6 its extent.
He cdn; however, in conjunction with the

Malek of Halfya, bring into the field thirty
 thiousand horsemen, miounted on steeds pro--
bably :4s- beautiful as any found in any
country in the world.

- :En-the 14¢h of the moon, some soldiers,
who went to avillage in the neighbourhood
of the camp, to get their rations of durra

“* i includes a gréat past of the ancient Isle of: Me~
tOéo .
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from the:inagazing in this -village; which
had been formed there by #ts: chief, for . the:
service of the army, were insulted, mul.
treated, and two of them. killed -outright:
with linces; and others severely wounded by-
the inhabitants.  'On thé pews of this outs
rage reaching. the ‘camp, the soldiers: took.’
arms; and mounted, to proceed: to this vil--
lage, with the full deterniination: to revenge
the death of. their comrades in the severest
manner. In. fivé minutes néqrly: all: the..
camp ‘was upon- the march for this village,. |
when the Pasha. sent ofders ‘to_stop. them
and leave the affair: to- him. - It was ‘how+
ever impossible to prevent the greater part:
of .them from proeeedmg -to' the: _-‘v,i]lage;
- which: they: pillaged and destroyed, sactifi-
cing to their. fury many of its inhabitanis..
* The-plunder: which they brought bsck iwas:
however seized by the Selictar,.and.by. the:
Pasha’s orders restored to.jts owners, - - | i




DONGOLAAND SENNAAR, 180
: <'FHe conduct of: s Excellence-on this.
" pocasion was highly laudahle, while it must
be: confessed, -that:that-of -the soldiers was-
not touch 10 be blanied. . Durra-—a._ miser
able -pittanee: of durra, scavesly- sufficient.
ta:support nature, was all that was required
from: the people of ‘these eduntries, money.
free; -and - this, in' the instance. meationed,
was--refused - by a. people whose chief had'
already granted it-—a peaple -absolutely
within: our. powes, :and-who ‘extorted. from-
tlse. starving soldiery enormous prices -for
évery thing they seold - us,:and who. fre- |
quently- refused - to-sell us any thing at'all
with great feroeity and insolence.
;. "Ouii the25th: of the moen, at twa. hours.
before sunset; the signal was- fined, and the
camp-of .the. Pasha rose to commence . its.
‘march for Sennaar. :"We manched 4ill mid~
night, and ‘reposed, as usual, on the. bank
of the river:till about-the'same: Jiour of’'thé
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afternoon of the .16tk of the moon, when
we pursued our march for five hours, and
halted by the river. We stayed here till
the 18¢A,in the afternoon, in order to:chtain
three days rations for -the horses from: the
villages in the sieighbourhvod, which ave
‘puinerous-and large, as the country through
-which our route would. lie for that:time, is
‘destitute-of inhabitants and cultivation: .
It was on the 16¢k that Malek Shownis,
the chief of the fugitive Shageias, who had
‘fled as the army approached upthe country,
came at length to the camp to surrender -
himself. to the discretion” of the Pasha.
He addlfessed the Pasha, as I have been
dnformed, es follows: L have.. fought
against you to the utmost of my means and
.power, and am- now ready, if you will, to
fight under ‘thie orders .of ‘my conqueror.”
‘The courage this man had shown in battle,
‘and-his firmness in adversity, had :engaged
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‘the-respect of: the Osmanlis, and- he is. as
‘graciously received by the Pasha,who- cre-
‘ated him.a Bimbashi; and received him,
:his comparions, and followers, into his ser-
-vice.. - Malek Shonus is a large stout. man,
-of a'pleasmg physiognomy though black,
of about. forty, years of age, and was_ con-
-sidered as the greatest warrior among the

people of the Upper Nile, who all stood in

_awe of him.*

% Malek Shouus, on learning that the Malek of

. Sheéndi had made his peace with the Pashs, threatened

.%o attack him. On this it is said the Malek of Shendx

éalled out twenty thousand men tolive the easterly’ bank

- 6f the Nile, to prevent the approach of -SHéuus.
S Shouus, however, had the whole country of Shendt on the

e,

western side entirely under his control before our arrival,

~-hé and his cavalry devouring their provisions and drivk-
.ing their bouza at a fost unmerciful rate.. On our ap-
__proach, he went up opposite Halfya, where the country,

" onthe western shote, is desert. He demanded ‘6f the

" thief - of Hulfys, to supply him with provisions: on his

) ?eﬁgsal, Shouus, in the night, swam the river with his_

" cavalry, fell upon thé town of Halfyd by surprize, and

*-ransicked it from. end to -end; and then repassed the
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. .'The 196k, 20tk, and 21st of the moon,
were ,cmployed_ i,n,-.traveming the naked

o J VU YRR S BRI

river, l;efore ;he chlef of Halfya eonld collect a force $p
take his revenge. The cavalry of Shouus, in the course of
the campaign; have swam over the Nile five times: both
horse and man gre trained to do this thipg,' inimitable, |
belxeve, by any other cavalry in the world. Shouus,
siice his joining us,’ has: tendered very inportant -sér-
vices o the Pasha, as he is. thoroughly acqyaintad with
the strength, resources, and riches of all the tnbes of
the Nile, from the second Cataract to Senosar ¥ad
Darfour; his horses’ feet are famjliar with the sod;phsl
sand of all these countnes, which he and his freebooters
bave repeatedly traversed. On purmarch from Bérber
to Shendi, I ran some nisk of falling into his hands, s
Shouys was continnally prowling about in our neigh-
bourllood from the time of our quitting Berber, Two-
nights before we: reached. Shendi, 1 stopped ¢n'ithe
route, at a vnllage, to take some refreshment, lettmg thp
army.go by me. 'About an hour and a half after, I
soupted my horse fofollow the -troops, but, owing 1o
the state of my eyes, I missed my way; pfter wandgr:
ing backwards and forwards to find the track of the
troops, about two hours after - midnight, ‘I descried the
rockets always thrown aloft during eur night marches, to
direct all stragglers to the place where the Pasha lmd
encamped. I put my horse to his speed, and amve(l
there a lmle before dawn, | - :
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country béfore-mentioned, K which' is bar-
ren, rocky, and without. cultivation. - We
marched for three days, from the middle of
the afternoon till mldmght Tt was not till
the second haur | after mldmght, howqur,
of - the third day, that' we arrived .at a
country on. the:. border of the Nile, cons
taining several vxllages, where we remained-
tl]l; the rmddle of l;be afternoon of the let
On our-arrival ‘at these vﬂlages, the dark-
ness apd severe bunger engaged several of
the- soldiers to.take, by force, sheep .and
’ goats from the mhabltants . The ofﬁcers of
the; Pasha vigorously mtex:posed to prevent
thls infraction of the orders of his Excel-
lence, and several of the - guilty . Were
severely ‘pumished for taking forbndden_
meaps to graiify the demands of nature,
At the hour. of afternoon prayer the
sxgnal was ﬁred and the camp proceeded
onwards. We left the villages afore-men-
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tioned, -and - passed through a sandy
tract eovered with bushes and .the thorny
accacia, which embarrassed our march,
and, by oceasioning several detours, caused
the army to lose its way. After wander-
ing about till midnight, the camp at
length arrived on the bank of the Nile.
On the 22d, at the rising of the meoon;
the camp proceeded, and halted in"the’
forenoon on the beach of the river, oppo-
‘site Halfya, a very large village ‘on ‘the
casterly bank. We stayed here till the
twenty-sirth to obtain durra from thig
territory, -whose chief brought, as a pre-
sent to the Pasha, some fine horses-and
fmany camels, and received, in" return,
some valuable presents. QOur side of the
river is desert, and covered with- trees ._
and bushes. During our: stay opposite
Halfya, the Nile, on the night of the 23d,
rose suddenly about two-feet, and inun-
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dated. some parts of the sandyflats wheie
we .were éncamped ;. the .water. 'e'nterin‘g |
the . tents -of several, my ‘own among .
others, aﬁd'.we’tting -my.. bed ‘arkns, and
'ba.ggagae* -1t had :risen a little shortly' |

» Dnrmg the mght of the 22d, I recewed an order D
from the Pasha to precede the march of the troops, and
pick out a spot near Halfya to ercamp- his army on, in
the European manner.  Mr. Caillaud ‘was requested to.
accompany me in thxs duty Mr Calllaud candldly told
methat he. waé' nota military man, aid 1eft the affair

en;mely to. me. I.chose.a fine position gn-the’ nver,,-:f

about two mlles above Halfya, in,the rear of which was

plénty of gtass for the hérses and camels.” “The’ ‘Pisha,
however, did not chuse to.come so far, but pitched:his
camp on the low sand flats before Halfya, near which
théré was'no grass " for * the' caniiels, who, dunng ‘thé five

days_following, . perishied. in_great numbers. : He had -

: undoubtedly his reasons for this, among which.not the
least important was, to bé near endugh to H:i'lfya to

have the tawn within reach.of his-cannon,:as. the. Ma}ek

of Halfya had not as yet submitted. The Pasha, how-
ever, had like to have had serious cause to repent of
havmg tnken this. position, when the river rose; ‘and’
threatened to inundate his camp. Luckily it did not
rea¢h the ammumition; otherwise we should probably
have been:left without the means of defending -ourselves.

L
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after the equinox, while the army was in
B;arber, and afterwards subsided more
than it had risen. We find the sky every
day more and more overcast; distant thun-
der and lightning, accompanied with vio-
lent squalls, (which have overset my tent
twice,) are, within a few days, frequent,
and drops of rain have fallen in our camp.

On the 26th, at one hour after noon, we
proceeded to the Bahar el Abiud, about
five hours march above our present posi-
tion, where the Pasha intends to cross into
the territory of Sennaar. The camp ar-
rived at sunset at a position a little above
where the Nile falls into the Bahar el
Abiud, and stopped. = Immediately on
my arrival, 1 drank of this river, being,

This overflowing of the Nile was occasioned by the rise
of the Bahar el Abiud, which, this year at least, com-
menced its annual augmentation nearly a month sooner
than the Nile.
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probably, the first man of Frank orxgm
that ever tasted its waters.
- 'The Nile is not half as broad as the
Bahar el Abiud, which is, from bank to
bank, one mile higher than where ‘the
Nile joins it, about a mile and a ‘quarter
in breadth. It comes, as far as we can
see .it, from the west-south-west. The
" Nile of Bruce must, therefore, after the
expedition of Ismael Pasha, be considered
as a’ branch of a great and unexplored
river, which may possibly be found to be
connected with the Niger.. L
On the 27th, early in the morning, the
Pasha commenced transporting the army
over the Bahar el Abiud, by means of
nine small boats, which had been able to
pass the third Cataract, and follow the
army. The country on our side of the
Bahar el Abiud, is uncultivated, and ap-
parently without inhabitants. The army
L2
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is encamped by the side of the river, on 3;
beautiful plain of good soil, extending a
considerable distance back towards the
desert. During the inundation, this plain
becomes evidently an island, as there is a
channel worn by water, in the rear of it,
at this .season dry. The -tracks of the
hippopotamus are found throughout this
plain. f ‘
By the 29¢h, in the afternoon, i. e. in
two days and a half, the Pasha had finished
transporting into Sennaar the whole of
his camp, consisting of about six thousand
persons, with the artillery, ammunition,
tents, baggage, horses, camels, and asses,
by the aid of nine boats, none of them
large, an expedition, I believe, unparal-
leled in the annals of Turkish warfare.* -

* The troops of Shouus and the Abbadies swam théir
horses and dromedaries over the river. Cogia' Achmet,
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During our stay on the other side of
the Bahar el Abiud, it was reported in the
camp that some of the Mogrebin soldiers,
gone out to shoot gazelles, had killed in
the desert which lies off "from“tlie'riirér,
an animal, résembling a bull, except that
its feet were like those of a camel. I did
not. see ‘this animal, but the story was
affirmed to me by several. |
: -The army, on its crossing the Bahar el
Abiud, encamped on the point of land
jUSt below which the Bahér el ‘Abiud and

one of the chiefs of the army, in endeavourlng to imitate
the’ cavalry of Shageia, lost seventy horses and some
soldlers . The rest of the horses and ‘camels of the army
were taken over by arranging them by the sides of the
boats, with their halters ‘held in hand by the people m
the boats. . Another large portion of our horses and
camels was taken over by the Shageias and the Abba-
dles, who fastened at the breast of each horse, and over
the neck of each camel of ours, so carried over, an
‘empty water-skin blown up with air, whlch prevented
the animal from sinking, while their guides swam by
their sides, and so cqnducted them over.
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the Nile join each other. The water of
the Bahar el Abiud is troubled and whit-
ish, and has a peculiar sweetish taste.
The soldiers said that ¢ the water of
the Bahar el ‘Abiud would not quench
thirst.” This notion probably arose from
the circumstance that they ‘were never
tired of drinking it, it is so light and
sweet. The water of the Nile is at pre-
sent perfectly pure and transparent, but
by no means so agreeable to the palate as
that of the Bahar el Abiud, as I experi-
mented myself, drinking first of the Bahar
el Abiud, and then walking about twa
hundred yards across the point, and
drinking of the Nile, the water of which
appeared to me hard and tasteless in com-
parison.

Nothing of the kind could be easier than
to ascend the Bahar el Abiud from the
place where we are. A canja, well manned
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and armed, and accompanied by another
boat containing provisioﬁs for four.or six
months, and both furnished with grapnells
to enable them at night to .anchor ' in the
river, might, in my opinion, ascend and
return securely : as the tribes on its bor-
ders have great dread of fire-arms, and
will hardly dare to meddle with those
who carry them. | : R

-We stayed on the Sennaar side of the
Bahar el Abiud till the 1s¢ of Ramadan,
when the army commenced its march jfog‘
Sennaar, the c'apital, ‘proceeding by the?
bank of the Nile.* |

* The same day that the camp marched from the’
Bahar el Abiud, Mr. Caillaud and Mr. Frediani em-
barked in the boats to go to Sennaar, by the river, in
order to have an opportunity of visiting - the ruins of
¢ Soba,” which lie on the east side of the Nile, not far
above from its junction with the Bahar el Abiud. When
these gentlemen rejoined us at Sennaar, they informed
me that almost the very fuins of this city have perished ;+
they found, however, there some fragments of a temple,
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The . army reached Sennaar in thirteen
days.. .The signal for striking ‘the tents
and loading: the camels' was' generally
fired about two hours after miduight. :One
hour was allowed for loading the baggnge,
when a' second cannon was fired, and:the

‘march of the army commenced, and .was .

and of some granite, statues of lions: the city itself,
they said, had been built of brick. *This city of * Soba;”
'prbbaibly takes its name from “ Saba,” the son of Cush,
who first colonized this country, which is called, in the
Hebrew Bible, ““ the land of Cush ‘and Saba.”—See
Gen. x. 7. See. the references in a Concordance’ to
the. Hebrew Blble, under the heads of Cush » and
“ Saba.”
~ If there were any pyramida_ near Saba,‘.l should be-
lieve it to be the ancient Meroé, because Josephus re-
presents that the ancient name of Meroé was. “ Saba.”
* Nam Saha urbs eadem fuisse perlnbetur que a. Cam-
byse Meroe in uxoris honorem dicta est ” quoted from
Eichorn’s ed. of Sim. Heb. Lex. artic. 830, . .
"It was impossible for me to ask of the Pasha liberty
to accompany the gentlemen abovementioned, as a battle
was expected in a few days between us and the king of
‘Sennaar, from which I would not have been absent op
any consideration.
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_continued’ each day till about two or
three hours before noon; when the camp
reposed till about two hours after midnight

"of the same day. The army sufferéd severe-
ly during this march; nothing was given
to the troops for subsistence but durra, un-
ground, which the soldiers weére frequently
in great distress to obtain the means of
making. into meal, in order to bake a little
miserable bread, which was all they had to
eat.* For myself, I was reduced to great
extremity. The camel, carrying my pro-
visions and culinary utensils, and several
other articles, was lost by the carelessness
of a domestic. I was consequently left
© % The 'people" of Dongola, Shagéii, Berber, Shendi,
and’ Sennaar, do not use mills to make meal. They
‘reduce grain to meal by rubbing it a handful at a time
‘bétween two stones—one fixed in the ground, and one
held by the hands.. "By long and tedious fMion, the
grain is reduced to powder. This labour is performed

by the' women, as is almost all the drndgery of the
people of the Upper N lle ~
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without any thing to eat, or the means
of preparing what I might obtain. I threw
myself under the hospitable shade of the
tent of Mr. Caillaud, (then only occupied
by Mr. Constant, his companion,) the gen-
tleman I have mentioned in the Preface
with so much well merited esteem, where
1 stayed till my arrival at Sennaar.

The country we traversed is that part.
of the kingdom of Sennaar which lies
between the Nile and the Bahar el Abiud.
It is an immense and fertile plain, occu-
pied by numerous villages, some of them
very large; that of ¢ Wahat Medinet,”
for instance, containing, probably, four or
five thousand inhabitants. - What country>
we saw was, at this season, perfectly naked
of grass, consisting generally of immensé
fields which, in the season past, had been
planted with durra. Accacia trees, and
bushes in the country far back from the
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river, (which is sandy,) were dbundant,
but no herbage was visible;; I did not see’
throughout our route a ‘single water-
wheel ;* and I believe that the country is
only cultivated when the inundation has
retired.

The houses of the villages are built in the
following manner. A circle of stakes is’
_ planted in the ground, a conical frame of
poles attached to these stakes below, and
meeting and fastened at the top of the
cone, forms the roof. This roof, and the
sides of the house, are then covered with
thatched straw, which suffices to- exclude
the raius.

Some of the houses, however, belonging
to the chiefs are of a stronger fabric, be-

* On my return from Sennaar, I descended by the
river as far as Berber. On the way I did see some few
water-wheels, which, however, were employed merely to

water the patches of ground devoted to raising vege-
tables. o
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ing composed of thick walls made of bricks
dried in ‘the sun, and having terraced
roofs.. In the thatched cottages I have
mentioned, the air and light come in by
the door-way and four small holes pierced
in the walls of the house, This scanty
ventilation renders these cattages very hot
and close; the difference between the
temperature of an inhabited house and
that of the air outside being, in my judg-
ment, almost as great as that of the un-
~ dressing room of a bath at-Cairo, and. that
of; the passage just outside.of the bath
itself. This circumstance alone is almost
sufficient to account for the great mor-
tality in Sennaar, during the rainy season,
when whole, families are shut. up in these
close cottages; and every one who goes
abroad must, necessarily go. w1th his_pores
in a-condition expressly adapted to make
him catch a cold or a fever.

-t
oo
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" Six days before the army reached
Sennaar, the Pasha was met by an am-
bassador from the Sultan; he had an
audienice of his Excellence, and returned
the. nmext day to Sennaar. He was a
handsome young man, accompanied by a
numerous suite mounted on dromedaries.
The - army pursued its route, -steadily
marching in order of battle, the in‘fa’ntry
in’ the centre, the cavalry on the wings;
the artillery in advance of the centre and
the baggage in the rear, with Shouus’
cavalry and ‘the dromedary corps of
Abbadies scouring our front and flanks to
a great distance. Two days after it -was
\reporfed in the camp that the Sultan of
Sennaar was on his way to meet us with-a
strong force, preceded by 'num‘e‘erqus ele-
phants and great herds of cattle, collected
in order to receive and exhaust the :ﬁre‘of
our troops. The Pasha proceeded how-
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ever steadily on with the ariny in' order of
battle, and equally prepared for peace or
war. Two days before the arrival of the
army in Sennaar, as I was riding near the
Topgi Bashi, who was.in front of the army
with the artillery, I saw a great number of
armed men approaching, mounted on
horses and dromedaries. Presently the
Malek of Shendi (who bhad accompanied
the Pasha)* rode up to the Pasha and in-

" # The Pasha had invited the Malek of Shendi and the
Mailek of Halfya to accompany him to Sennaar. The
Malek of Halfya excused himself on account of his age
and infirmities, but sent his eldest son along with the
Pasha. By this stroke of policy the Pasha made the
tranguillity of the powerful provinces of Shendi and
Halfya certain; and the advance of his army without
risk from an insurrection in his rear; as the people of
these provinces would hardly dare to. make any hostile
movement while the chief of one province and the heir
of the Malek of the other were in our camp. Nymmer,
the Malek of Shendi, is a grave and venerable manof about
65 years of age, very dignified in his deportment, and
highly respectable for his morals. The Malek of
Halfya I have not seen. :
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formed him that the strangers approaching
were the principal officers of the Sultan of
Sennaar, and their suite, who had come to
demand terms of .peace. '

T saw these personages when they. ar-
rived. They were two, one a tall thin
elderly man of a mulatto complexion,
dressed in green and yellow silks of costly
fabric, -with a cap of a singular form,
something resembling a crown, made of
the same materials, upon his head. The
other was the same young man who had
come a few-days past to the Pasha. He
was dressed to-day in silks like the other,
except that his head was bare of ornament.
They were accompanied -by a fine lad
about sixteen, who was, it is said, the son
of the predecessor of the present Sultan.
All three were mounted on tall and beau-
tiful horses, and accompanied by about
two hundred soldiers of the Sultan,
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mounted on dromedaries, and armed with’
broadswords, lances and shields.

When the Pasha was informed of their
approach by the Malek of Shendi, he or-
dered a halt. - The tent of the Pasha was
pitched, and the ambassadors were intro-
duced. They were treated with great atten-
tion and liberality by the Pasha, who, duriag
the day and the course of the evening
following, gave them opportunities enough
to be convinced of the immense supe-
riority of our arms to theirs. During the
evening, some star rockets and bombs
were thrown for their amusement and edifi-
cation. No language can do justice to
t’heir\-astonish.nient at the spectacle, which’
undoubtedly produced the effect intended:
by the Pasha—humility and a sense of
inferiority. The next mornihg at an early
bour the army pursued its march, accom-
panied by the ambassadors from Sennaar.
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About the hour of noon, the outscouts
announced to the Pasha that the Sultan
of Sennaar himself was approaching to
salute his" Excellence.” On his approach,
the army received him with the honours
due to his rank. He was conducted to
the tent of the Pasha, by the ambassadors
he had sent, where he remained in audi-
ence - with his Excellence a long time.
When the audience was finished, he and
the: pérsoﬁ-ages he had before sent to the
Pasha were splendidly habited in" the
Turkish fashion, and presented with horses,
furnished with saddles and bridles embrm-
dered with gold *.

* The present. Sultan 6f Sennaar is a young man of
about 26 years of age; he is black, his mother having
been a Negress. He was taken out of prison, where he
had been confined for eighteen years by his predecessor,
who was massacred by the party who placed him upon,
the throne. This revolution had taken place not very
long before our march-to Sennaar. His mame is Bady.

M
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It was on'the morning following that
the army reached the capital. We marched
in order of bettle. The Pasha, accompa-
nied by the Sultan of Sennaar and his
~ chief servants, in front. On approaching
the city, the army saluted this long wished
for town, where they imagined that their
toils and privations would cease, at least
for a time, with repeated and continued
vollies of cannon and musquetry, accom-
panied with shouts of exultation. But
these shouts subsided on a nearer ap-
‘proach, on . finding this once powerful
city of Sennaar to be almost nothing but
heaps of ruins, containing in some of .its
quarters some few hundreds of habitable
but almost deserted houses. After the
camp was pitched, and I had refreshed

myself with a little food, I took a walk
about the town. At almost every step I
trod upon fragments of burnt ~bricks,
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;a.-mong“ which are frequently to be found
fragments of porcelain, ‘and ‘sométimes
- marble. "The most conspicuous buildings
in Sennaar are a mosque, and a large
brick palace adjoining it. The mosque,
which is of brick, is in good preservation ;
its windows are covered with well wrought
bronze gratings, and ‘the doors are hand-
somely and curiously carved. The in-
terior was desecrated by uncouth figures of
animals, pourtrayed upon the walls with
charcoal. This profanation had been per-
petrated by the Pagan mountaineers who
inhabit the mountains thirteea days march
south of Sennaar, and who, at some period,
not very long past, had taken the town,
and had left upon the walls of the mosque
these tokens of possession. |

The palace is large, but in ruins, except
the centre building, which is six stories

M2
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high, having five rows of windows.* By
mounting upon its roof yoil have the best
possible view of the city, the river, and
the environs, that the place can afford. T
judged that Sennaar was about three miles
in circumference. The greater part of
this space is now covered with the ruins of
houses, built of bricks either burnt or
dried in the sun. I do not believe that
there are more than four hundred houses
standing in Sennaar, and of these one-:
third or more are round cottages, like
those of the villages. Of those built of
bricks, the largest is the house of the.
Sultan. " It is a large enclosure, containing
ranges of low but well built- habitations
of sun-dried bricks, with terraced roofs,

* The natives told me that this palace had been built
eighteen years ago, by the late good Sultan that they had
had, who had planted before it rows of trees, which had
been destroyed when the palace was ruined, as I under-

stood them, in the wars between the different com-
~ petitors for the throne during the last eighteen years.
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and the interior stuccoed. with fine clay.
What struck me the most, .was the work-
manship of the doors of the old houses of
Sennaar, which are composed of . planed
and jointed planks, .adorned frequently
with carved work, and strengthened and
studded with very broad .-headed nails;
the whole inimitable by the present popu-
lation of Sennaar. These houses are very
rarely of more than one story in height,
the roofs terraced with fine and well
beaten clay spread over mats laid upon
rafters, which form the roof.

- The city of Sennaar is of an oblong form,
its longest side opposite the river. It
stands not at ahy distance from the river,
but directly upon its west bank, which
consists hereabouts of hard clay. )

The river is now rising,* but exhibits

* The river Nile lost its transparency four days before
the army reached Sennaar. The day that presents the
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itself at present to the view as narrow and
winding, as far as the eye can reach, be-
tween sand flats, which will shortly be
covered by its augmenting waters. The
bed of the Nile opposite Sennaar may be
reckoned at about half a mile broad.

The environs of Sennaar-are wide plains,
eontaining large and populous villages.
A long ragged mountain, the only one
visible, stands about.fifteen miles to the
west of the town.  Below the town is a
small but.pretty island, whose inhabitants
thrive by raising vegetables for the market
of Sennaar; and the opposite bank of the
river presents s€veral verdant patches of
ground devoted to the same object.* Be-

river troubled, marks the commencement of its augmen-
tation, The day before we observed this change in the
Nile, its waters were very clear and transparent. The
day after, they were brown with mud.

* Sennaar has three market-places. On our arrival we
found them deserted, but on assurances from the Pasha
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yond these spots, the country on the other
bank appeared to be mostly covered with

that all sellers should receive a fair priée for their commo-
dities, the principal one in a few days began to be filled.
The articles I saw there during my stay in Sennaar,
were as follows: Meat of camels, kine, sheep, and
goats; a few cat-fish from the river, plenty of a vegetable
called meholakea; some limes, a few melons, cucumbers,
dried barmea, a vegetable common in Egypt; beans,
durra, duchan, tobacco of the country, plenty of gum
arabic, with which, by the way, Sennaar abounds, (the
natives use it in their cookery;) drugs and spices
brought from Gidda, among which I observed ginger,
Pepper, and cloves; and great quantities of dried odo-
riferous herbs found in Sennaar, with which the natives -
season their dishes; to which must be added, a plenty
of the long cotton cloths used for dress in Sennaar.
Such were the articles offered for sale by the people of
the country. In addition to which, the suttlers of our
-army offered for sale, tobacco, coffee, rice, sugar, shirts,
drawers, shoes, gun flints, &c. &c. all at a price three or
four times greater than they could be bought for at
Cairo. In some parts of the market-place the Turks
established coffee-houses, and the Greeks who accom-
panied the army, cook-shops. - These places became the
resort of every body who wanted to buy something to
eat, or to hear the news of the day. There might be
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trees and bushes, among which I saw
four elephants feeding.:

seen soldiers in their shirts and drawers, hawking about
their breeches for sale in order to be able to buy a joint
of meat to relish their rations of durra withal, and
cursing bitterly their luck in that they had not received
any pay for eight months; while the solemn Turk of
rank perambulated the area, involved, like pious Eneas at
Carthage, in a veil of clouds exhaling from a long amber
headed pipe. All around you you might hear much
hard swearing in favour of the most palpable lies; the
seller in favour of his goods, and the buyer in favour of
his Egyptian piasters. In one place a crowd collects,
around somebody or other lying on the ground without
his head on, on account of some misdemeanour; a little
farther on, thirty or forty soldiers are engaged in driving,
with repeated strokes of heavy mallets, sharp pointed
pieces of timber, six or eight inches square, up the pos-
teriors of some luckless insurgents who had had the .
andacity to endeavour to defend their country and their
liberty; the women of the country meantime standing
at a distance, and.exclmmmg, “ that it was scandalous to
make men die in g0 indecent a manner, and protestmg
that such a death was only fit for a Christian,” (a character
they hold in great abhorrence, probably from never
having seen one). Such was the singular scene presented,
to the view by the market-place of Sennaar. )
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. I could not find any remains of any
very ancient building in Sennaar during
my stay, and I believe that none exists
there. Such is the present appearance of
a town which has evidently been once
rich, comfortable and flourishing, . but
which, for eighteen years past, as I have
been informed, has been the lacerated
prey of War and Confusion.

On the day after our arrival the cond1~
tions of the accord between the Pasha
and the Sultan of Sennaar were arranged
and sealed; by which the latter recog-
nized himself as subject and feudatory of
the Grand Seignor, and surrendered his
dominions to the supremacy and sway of
the Vizier of the Padischah, Mehemmed
Ali Pasha. The next day the Tchocadar
Aga of his Highness the Viceroy of Egypt,
who had arrived in our camp two months
past, embarked in the canja of the Pasha
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Ismael to carry the documents of this im-
portant transaction to Cairo.

For several days after our arrival at
Sennaar, our camp was incommoded by
furious squalls of wind, accompanied with
thunder, lightning, and torrents of rain.
The Pasha therefore determined to caserne
the troops in the houses of the town, and
to stay there during the rainy season. In
ten days after our arrival, the army was
distributed throughout the town and in
the villages on the opposite bank of the
river. - The Pasha himself took up his
' quarters in a large house of the Sultan of
Sennaar, which had been prepared for his
accommodation.

A few days after our arrival, a slave in-
formed the Pasha that the Sultan of
Sennaar, before our arrival, had thrown
into the river some cannon. The Pasha
ordered search to be made ; four iron guns
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were discoveréd by divers,” and were
dragged on shore. They appeared to me
to be ordinary ship guns; - no mark or in-
scription was found on them to enable me
to judge where they were fabricated. 1
believe them however to have been origi-
nally obtained of the Portugueze by the
Abyssinians, from whom.the people said
the Sultan of Sennaar had taken them in
some ancient war between the two king-
doms.

On the 19tk of Ramadan, a party of
Bedouins were ordered by the Pasha to
go in pursuit of some hundred black slaves
of the Sultan of Sennaar, who.some time
before our arrival had run away, taking
with them some of his best horses. On
the 23d they returned, bringing with them
between five and six hundred negroes of
both sexes. But on Malek Shouusvgoking'
to the Pasha and representing to him that
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these people .were not the fugitives in
question, the Pasha ordered them to be im-
mediately released and to return to their
respective villages. . '
About the same time the Pasha detach-
ed Cogia Achmet with thirteen hundred
cavalry and three pieces of artillery. to the
upper country of Sennaar between the Ba-
har el Abiud and the Nile to secure its
submission.*. And on the 26th of the

* The occasion of this expedition was as follows.—
On our arrival at Sennaar, and after the accord made
between the Pasha and the Sultan of Sennaar, by which
the latter surrendered his kingdom to the disposal of the
Vizier of the Grand Seignor, the Pasha sent circulars
throughout all the districts of the kingdom notifying the
chiefs of this act, and summoning them to come in to
him and render their homage. The Chief of the Moun-
taineers, inhabiting the mountains south and south-west
of Sennaar (the capital), not only refused to acknow-
ledge the Pasha, but even to receive his letter. On
this, the Pasha sent Cbgia Achmet, one of the roughest
of his chiefs, with thirteen hundred cavalry, escorting
three brazen-faced lawyers, out of the ten the Pasha had
brought with him in order to talk with the people of the
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moon’ the Divan- Effendi was sent with
three hundred men across the Nile, to se-
cure that part of the kingdom of Sennaar
which lies on the east side of the Nile.*
Seven days after our arrival in Sennaar
I put in execution a resolution the state
of my ‘health obliged me to determine on,
and démanded of the Pasha permission to
return. to Cairo. I represented to him,
that all the critical operations of the cam-
paign were now happily concluded,. and
‘crowned with the fullest success; and that,
therefore, he could have no particular need
of me any longer. I stated to him that
repeated sickness during the campaign had
upper country, to bring this mal; and his followers _t(;
reason. .

* Several of the chiefs of Eastern Sennaar had re-
fused to recognize the act of the Sultan, calling him « a
coward” and “ a traitor,” for surrendering their country
to a stranger. Some of them took up arms, which oc-

casioned the expedition commanded by the Divan Ef-
fendi. - '
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rendered my health very infirm, and that
a residence of four months at Sennaar,
during the rainy season, would probably
destroy me; and as my presence for that
time at least could be no ways necessary, I
requested him to grant the permission de-
manded, telling him thatif, after the rainy
season was finished, he should think pro-
per to recal me to camp that I would obey
the summons. The Pasha hesitated, and
for several days declined granting my
request; but on its being represented to
him that the reasons I had stated were
really just and sufficient causes for my re-
turn, his Excellence finally told me, that
on the return of ‘Cogia Achmet he should
dispatch a courier to Cairo, and that I
should accompany him.

On the third day of the Feast of Bairam
I saw the Sultan of Sennaar parade the

town in great ceremony. He was mounted
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on'a su'perb horse, dand clothed ‘in green
and yellow silks, but his head was bare of
every- thing but its natural wool. Over
his head an officer-carried a large umbrella
of greeﬁ and "yellow  silks in -alternate -
stripes. He was accompanied by the offi-
cers of ‘his palace,-and ‘his guard, beauti-
fully-mouhxed, and followed by the native
population of Sennaar, both men and wo-
men, who uttered shrill cries, which were
now and then interrupted bv the sound of
a most lugubrious trumpet which pre-
ceded the Sultan, and - which was blown
' by a musician who, judging from the tones
he produced, seemed to be afflicted with
a bad cough. , g

- On the Tth of the moon Shawal, the
Divan Effendi returned to Sennaar, hav-
ing crushed all attempts to oppose the
establishment of the Pasha’s authority in
the eastern part of the kingdom of Sen-
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naar, and bringing with him three of the
chiefs of the refractory, and three hundred
and fifty prisoners, as slaves. The events
of this expedition were related to me as
follows: ¢ We marched without resistance
for eight days, in the direction of the rising
sun, through a country fine, fertile, and
crowded with villages, till we came to

some larger villages near a mountain called

“Catta,” where we found four or five hun-
dred men posted in front of them to resist

our march They were armed with lances,
and presented themselves to the combat
with great resolution. But on experienc.-‘
ing the effects of our fire-arms, they took
to flight toward the mountain; two hun-".
dred of them were hemmed in, and cut
to pieces, and three of their chiefs were
taken prisoners, as well as all the irnh,abi‘-. ‘
tants we could find in their villages ; after

which we returned.”
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On my demanding if water was plenti-
ful at a distance from the river, my in-
formant replied, that ¢ there were wells in
abundance’ in all the numerous villa'gés,
with wliich the country’ abounds; and also
numerous rivulets and streams, whichat
this  season déscend from the mountains.
The troops, he said, had forded two small
rivers (probably the Ratt and the' Dandar);
he added, that the country abounded in
béautiful birds apdinsects, one of the lat-
ter he brought with him; it was a small
scarabeus, covered with a fine close crim-
son down, exactly resembling scarlet vel-
vet. The people of the country he de-
scribed as very harmless, and exceed-
mgly anxious to know what had brought
us to Sennaar to trouble them.” ‘

Two of these Chiefs taken prisoners the
Pasha ordered to be impaled in the mar-
ket-place of Sennaar. They suffered this

- N
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‘horrid death with great firmness. One of
them said nothing but “ there is no God
but God, and Mohammed is his Apostle,”
which he frequently repeated before im-
palement; while the other, named Abdal-
lah, insulted, defied, and cursed his exe-
cutioners, calling them * robbers and mur-
derers,” till too weak to speak, when he
expressed his feelings by spitting atthem.*
'The third Chief was detained pnsoner, in
order to be sent to Cau'o.

" # I must confess that I was much shocked and dis-
gusted by this act on. the part of the Pasha, especiafly
as he had shown so many traits of humanity in the lower
conntry, which was undoubtedly one of the principal
causes of its prompt submission. This execution- was
excused in the camp, by saying, that it would strike sgeh
. $error as would repuess. all attempts at murmtnon,kand
would consequently prevent the effusion of much blood.
It may have been consistent with the principles of mili-
tary policy, but I feel an mwrmounuble reluct:nce to
believe it. - v

e ——
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. Durine my stay ifi Sennaar, I endea-
voured to get information of the people of
the. country, and of the few caravan mer-
chants found i m the market.-place of Sen-
naar, relative to the Bahar el Abiud and
}he Nile. The information I received was
as followa;: “ The. source of the Adit (so
the people of Sennaar call the river that
runs by their city) is in the Gibel el Gu-
mara, (z e. that great range of mountams
called the Mountains of. the Moon,) about
sixty days march of a camel from Sennaar,
in a direction nearly south. It receives,
at.various distances abové Senhaar, several
_smaller rivers wluch come from Abyssxma
and from the mountains south of Sennaar.
The general course of the Bahar el Abiud
Ag‘(.they said) was nearly péi'allel with that of
‘the Adit, but its source was much farther
' off, among the Gibel el Gumara, than that
of the Adit. The Bahar €l Abiud, they
N2 :
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said, appears very large at the place where
“the Pasha’s army crossed it,” because it is
-augmented from the junction of three
other rivers, one from the south-west, and
two others from the east, rurming from the
smountains south of Sennaar.”* . On my
asking them, ¢ whether the Baharel Abiud
.was open and free of shellals or rapids?”
they ‘said, ¢ that at a place called Sulluk,
-about fifteen days march above its junction
with the Adit, (i. e.-above the place where
.we crossed the Bahar €1 Abiud,) there was
a shellal, which they believed that boats
could not pass.f On my asking whether,

_* They told me the names of these rivers, which I put
down upon a sheet of paper devoted to preserving the
names of -some of the principal Maleks of the country.
Jn ‘my journey back this paper has disappeared from
among my notes and papers, which has been a subject of
great vexation to me. ‘ S

+ The people of Sennaar slso believed that our boats
_could not'pass the third cataract; and, therefore, thejr
opinion with regard to the shellal at Salluk is not to'be
relied on.
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by following the: banks. of .the Bahar el
Abiud and the river that empties. into it
from the west, it was ot possible to reach .
a city called Tombunt :.or Tomhbuctoo?” |
They. said, .that ¢ they knew. nothing of
the city. I mentioned,. havipg. never.been
farther ..west. .than . Kordofan and  Dar-
four.” D A :
This was all I could learn: but L am
dxsposed to believe, that the main ‘stream
of .the Babar el .Abiud cannot have its
source_in the. same latitude with that of
the .Adit, because it commenced. its rise,
at.Jeast this year, about. twenty dayssooner
than did the Adit, and the différent co-
lour of its -waters proves that it flows
through: a tract differing in quality of soil
from that through: which passes-the. Adit:
The- interesting : question; * whether the
Niger communicates . with the Bahar el
Abiud?” will,  however, very.probably be
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determined before ‘the close of another
year, as the Pasha will probably seud an
expedition up that river.

‘Secondly, I am further dispdsed to be-
lieve that the main stream of the Adit, or
'Nile of Bruce, does_not take its . rise in
Abyssinia, but in the: mountains -assigned
as the place of its origin by the people of
Sennaar. ¥or on viewing the mass of wa-
ter that runs by Sennaar even now, when
" the river has not attained two-thirds of the
~ usual magnitude it ‘acquires during the
rainy season, I can by no means believe
that the main source of such a river is only
about three hundred miles distant from
Sennaar. S
- The tract of country included between
" the Adit and the Bahar el Abiud is called
El Gezira, i. e. the island: because, in the
season of the rains, many rivers ‘runajng
from thé mountaigs in the south into'the
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Bahar el Abiud and the Adit, accasion this
4ract. to- be-included by xivers. . o
I'am disposed to believe, that ‘the re-
_presentationy made of the climate o‘f.,t_hls
‘gountry are much exaggerated ; as, except
.quring the. rainy season, and immediately
:after it, the country is a high and dry
; pla.m,‘_ by po means excesswely hot, be-
. cause the level of the countries on the
Nile heing constantly. ascending from
. Egypt, occasions Sennaar to be many hun-
~ dred feet higher than the level of Egypt,
. which is proved by the rapid descent of
the waters of the Nile toward the latter
. The rainy season in Sennast, 4t least the com-
mencement of it, such as I found it, may be .thus de-
_ scribed : Funoup squalls of wind in the course of one
or two hours, coming from all points of the compass,
*  biringing and heaping together black clouds charged with
_wle,]ectn'c ‘matter; for twelve or fifteen hours an almost
continual'roar of thunder, and, at intervals, torrents of

; after which, the sky would be clear for two, three,
or four days at a time.

1
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country. The east and south winds alse
are, in Sennaar, cool breezes ;- because they
come either from the mountains of Abys-
sinia, - or the huge and high ranges’ which
compose the Gibel el Gumara. - I was in
Sennaar at Midsummer, and at no time
found -the- heat very uncomfortable, pro-
vided I:was in the open air, and undera
shade. In the cottages and houses, -in-
deed, on account of their want of ventlb-‘
tior, the heat was excessive. _

1 made during my stay-in Sennaar fre-.
quent inquiries about .the fly - mentioned .
by Bruce; the people of Sennaar said they
knew nothing of it;* but, in reply to my
inquiries, referred to a worm, which ihey
say comes out of the earth during the
i‘ainy season, and whosp bite is dangeroug.‘

** It is neverthe]ess possible that this fly may be foun(i .
. in that part of the kingdom of Sennaat which lies on
the other side of the Adit.. :
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The reptile species in Sennaar are humer-
ous. - ‘'The -houses are full of lizards;
whieh, if you lie-on the floor, you may feel
eravwling -or Tunning over you all night.
I saw at Sennaar a.serpent of «a‘speci"es', I
believe,  never before -mentioned. It was
a snake of about two feet long, and not
thicker than my thumb, striped on the
back, with a copper coloured belly, and a
flat 'head. This serpent had four legs,
which did not appear to be of any use to
him, as they were short and hanging from
the sides of his belly. All his ‘motions,

which were quick and rapid, were made in
the usual manner of serpents, i.e. upon
its belly.* : . o

* It was in the house where I quartered, at Sennaar,
that I saw this singuler animal. I jogged Khalil Aga,
my countryman and companion, to look at it. He burst
out into an exclamation, “ by God, that snake has got
legs.”  He jumped up and seized a stick in order to kill
and keep it as a curiosity, but it‘dbdged his “blow,"-aild ,
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I do wot feel authorized to give an
opinion ‘as to the pational character of
the people inhabiting the kingdom:. of
Sennaar; bat, I am gbliged to consider the
inhabitants of the capital as a very de-
testable people. They are exceedingly
avaricigus, extortionate, faithjess, filthy
aud cruel* The men are generally tall

dusted away among the baggage, which was: overhauled
- without finding it, as it had undoubtedly escaped into
some hole in the clay wall of the house. Mr. Constant,
the gentleman who accompanies Mr. Caiflaud, was pre-
sent at the time, so that I am coavinced that what I saw
was not an ocular delusion. I have been informed, since
iy return to Egypt, that the figure ‘s#uthis ‘animsl ‘is’ to
be seen sculptered uppn the anciewt mopuments of
Egypt.

* The people of Sennaar catch, cook and eat, without
scruple, cats, rats and mice; and those who are rich
enough to buy a wild hog, fatten it up and make a feast
of it. I had heard in the lower country that the peeple
of Sennaar made no scruple to eat swine’s flesh, but I
absolutely refused to believe that a people calling them-
selves Mussgulmans could do this from choice. But after
my arrival in Seanaar I was obliged to own that I bad
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and well shaped, but the females are,
‘almost universally, the ugliest- I ever be-
‘helds; this is probably owing to their being
obliged to do all sorts of drudgery.

" The children of the’se‘people, and ‘in-
deed of all the tribes on the Upper Nile,
go'quite maked tjl] near'the age of puberty,
"A girl unmaried is distinguished hy a sort
of short leather apron, composed of a
- great number -of leather thougs hanging
“like tassels from a leathier belt fastened
round.the waist: and this-is all her cloth-
"ing, being nolonger than that of ourmother
* Eve. after her fall. . The married women;
- bowever, are gererally habited in long

_ been mistaken, The species of hog found in the king.
" dom of Sennaar is small and black; it is not found in
" that part of the kingdom called «El Gezira,” i. e. the
* jsland, ‘but is' caught in the ‘woody mountains of the
" country near Abyssinia. In the house of one Malek in
" Sennaar was found about a dozen of these animals fat-
" tehitlg Yor his table.



188 - EXPEDITION -TO

coarse cotton clothes, which they wrap
round them so as to cover-their whole -

person, except when they are at work;
when ‘they wrap the whole round the
waist. - . . ‘ . 3

. As to.the manufactures of the people
of the Upper Nile, they are-limited, I
believe, to the foilowing articles. Earthen-
ware for domestic uses and bowls fer pipes:
cotton cloths for- clothing ; " knives, mat-
tocks, hoes and ploughs, for agriculture;
water-wheels for the same; horse furnituie;
such as the best .formed saddles I ever
rode on, very neatly fabricated; stirrups in
the European form, made of silver for the
chiefs, .and not like ,those of the Turks;
large iron spurs, bits with small ehains. fot
reins, to prevent them from being severed
by the stroke of an.enemy’s broadsword;
long and double edged broadswords, with
the guard frequéhtl y made of silver;-iron

heads for lances, and shields made of the.
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dide of the ‘elephant; to- which ‘may’ be
‘added,  that 'the -women fabricate. very
beautiful straw mats. . .. < ..
*.. There is a general :resemblance, in-do-
" ‘mestic customs, among ‘all the peoples
who inbabit the borders of the Nile:from
-Assuanto Sénnaar. -They differ, however,
‘somewhat in cémplexioti'--and ‘character.
Phe: peaple of the provinee of Siccoot
- -are generally:not-'so black as the Nubian
.ot 'the ‘Dorngolese: -They: dre also frank.,-
and prepossessing ‘ in- theif deportment.
‘The Dongolese is dirty, idle, and ferocions.
" The character of the-Shageian is the same,
except.-that he is.not idle, being either an
industrious peasant or a daring freebooter.
The people -on-the third cataract are not
very industrious, but have the character
of being honest and obliging. The people
‘of Berber are by far-the most civilized of
all the people of the: Upper Nile. The
inhabitants’ of - the provinces of - Shendi
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and Halfya are a sullen, scowling, cmafty,
and ferocious people; while the peasants
of Sennaar inhabiting the vi . We
found on our route, are a respectable
people in comparison with those of the
eapital. . Throughout .the wholé of .these
countries-there is one geoeral characteris-
tic, in which they resemble the Indians of
America, namely, courage and self-respect.
The chiefs, after eoming to salute the
Pasha, would make no scruple. of sitting
down facing him, and converse with him
without embarrassment, in the same man-
ner as they are accustomed: .to do with
their own Maleks, with .whom they. are
very familiar. -With the greatest apparent
simplicity they would’ frequently propose
troublesome - questions .to the :Pasha,
such as, O .great Sheck, or Q. gréaf
Malek ;- (for 8¢ they called .the Pashe)-
'what have-wédqne to you, or yous country,
-that you should come so fir to. make war
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upon us? ' Is it for want of food in your
country that you come to. get it in ours?”
and others similar.. oo i

On'the 14th of the moon Shawal, Cogla
Achmet . returned tb 'Sepnaar, ‘bringing
with.him about twb thousand prisoners as
slaves, consisting almost entirely. of women
‘and children. -‘The events of his expedi
tion. were related to me :as follows: .He
marched: rapidly for ten -days. in a.direc:
tion *about” south-west of Sennaar, (the
capital) without fésistance, through a
‘well-peopled: eountry, - without. meeting
with any opposition ' till ke came:to'the
mountains of Bokki, inhabited by Papgans,
the followers of the ‘chiéf who.hdd ve
jected - the Pasha’s : letter. : They. wese
‘posted on a mountain of difRculé access;
but. their post was stormied, -and:after:a
" despérate struggle, they found:that spears
and' swords, though wielded by .-stout
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‘hearts and able hands, were not a match
for fire-arms. They fled to another moun-
tain, rearward of their first position. - They
were again attacked by cannon and mus-
ketry, and- obliged to fly toward:a third
position : in their flight, they were inpart.
hemmed in by the cavalry of Cagia Ach-
met, and about fifteen hundred of them
put to the sword.: Those who -escaped
took refuge. in" a:craggy mountain, inac-
cessible to cavalry. Cogia Achmet,:be-
lieving he had made a sufficient- proof
to them that resistance-on their part was
unavailing, and the troops having sufféred
great distress by reason ‘of the almost con-
tinual rains, after.sweeping. the villages
of these people of all the population they
could find in ‘them, resumed his ‘march
for Seniaar. On- their return, -they had
to ford several deep- streams, at this sea-
son running from the mountains, and both
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horse.and man iwere almbst: worn out-be=
fore. they reached Sennaar. ~ «. = ey
. The .people.of -Bokki are a hardy race:
of .mountaineers—tall,:stout, and .hand-:
some.. .They -are Pagans, worshippers' of:
the. sun, which planet they: consider-it-as:
profane tolook at. - ‘The prisoners brought:
in by "Cogia :Achmet resembled in':their:
dress the savages.of: America; they were
almost covered with beads, bracelets, and
trinkets, made out of pebbles, bones, and
ivory.. - Their complexion‘is almost: blackb,. “
and their manners and deportment pre-’
possessing. . The arms of these people
gave-me great surprize: they consistéd of
well-formed and handsome helmets of -
iron, coats of mail, made ‘of leather and
overlaid with plates of iron, }ohg and well-
fashioned' lances, and a hand-weapon ex- :
actly resembling the ancient bills formerly
used in England by the yeomanry. They -

(o]
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were represented to me by the Turks as
dangerous in personal combat. They had
never seen fire-arms before, and they
nevertheless withstood them with great
intrepidity. They said, I was informed,
that a fusee was ‘“ a coward’s weapon, who
stands at a safe distance from his enemy,
and kills him by an invisible stroke.”*

On the 17¢h, the courier carrying the

* The mountains of Bokki border upon the kingdom
of Fezoueli, which lies south of Sennaar twenty days
march. The mountains of Fezoueli are supposed ‘fo
contain gold mines; pieces of gold are frequently found
in the torrents that flow from those mountains in the
rainy season. A native of that country told the Pasha
Ismael, that he had seen a piece of gold, found in those
mountains, as big as the bottom part of the silver nar-
guil of his Excellence, i. e. about six inches in diameter.
That there is gold in that country, is certain, as the fe-
male prisoners, taken at Bokki, had many gold rings and
bracelets, of which they were quickly disencumbered by
our soldiers. The Pasha intends to visit Fezoueli after
the rainy season is over, to find the veins from whence
this gold is washed down by the torrents, and in case of
success, to work the mines.
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information to Cairo of this "expedition
and its results, embarked in a canja to
~descend the river as far as Berber, from
whence he would proceed by the desert
to Egypt. Agreeably to the promise of
the Pasha, I accompamed him. We ar-
rived at Nousreddin in Berber in five days ‘
and nights. Having the favour of the
current, and sixteen oarsmérr r)ri board,
we descended with great rapidity. The
view of the country from the river is not
pleasing, as the v1llages lie almost inva-
_riably far off from the river; the country,
therefore, has the appearance of being
~ almost uninhabited. We saw great nums-
bers of hippopotémi, who, in the night,
would lift their heads out of the water at
no great distance from the canja. They
were sometimes fired at, but without ap-
parent effect. We stopped, ddring the
night, for an hour at Shendi, to leave

o2
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* orders from the Pasha to a .small garrison
of Turkish troops stationed there.* The
river Nile, below the point of junction
with the great Bahar el Abiud, presents
a truly magnificent spectacle.4 " Between

* We passed Attar Baal the same night; The reader
1s aware that a boat carrying a courier, could not be de-

tained to give a passenger an opportunity.to see ruins. - .

+ The “ Adit,” or Nile of Bruce, enters the Bahar el
Abiud nearly at right angles, but such is the mass of the
latter river, that the Nile cannot mingle its waters with
those of the Bahar el Abiud for many miles below their
junction. The waters of the Adit are almost black
during the- season of its augmentation; those of the
Bahar el Abiud, on the contrary, are white: so that for
several miles below their junction, the eastern part of
the river is ‘black, and the western is white. This white
colour of the Bahar el Abiud’ is occasioned by a very
fine white clay with which its waters are impreguated.
At the point of junction between the Bahar el Abiud
and the Adit, the Bahar el Abiud is almost. barred
across by an island and a reef of rocks; this barrier
checks its current, otherwise it would probably almost ar-
rest the current of the Adit. It is,nevertheless, sufficiently
strong to prevent the Adit from mingling with it imme-
diately, although the’ current of the Adit is very strong,

and enters the Bahar el Abiud nearly at right angles.
b
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Ha]f}a and Shendi, the river-is straitened -
and traverses a deep and gloomy defile -
formed by high rocky hills, 'betWéeh
which the Nile runs dark, deep, and ra-
pldly for about twelve or fifteen . mlles
A On emergmg from this defile, the rxverA
again spreads itself majestically, -and
flows between immense plains of herbage; .
bounded only by the horizon: its. banks
nearly full, but not yet overflowed. About
thirty miles above Nousreddin, we passed
the mouth of the Bahar el Iswood (on.the
" eastern shore); it is the last river that
empties into the Nile. - I estimated it at
about two-thirds of a mile broad.at its
embouchure. The Nile, below the point
of junction with this river, is more than
two miles from bank to bank, at this
season. Daring the two first days of our
voyage, we had some severe squalls and
. very heavy rains; but after passing the
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territory of Sennaar, we had a sky almost
without a cloud.

On our arrival at Nousreddin, no more
dromedaries could be immediately ob-
tained than were sufficient to mount the
courier gnd his two guides, I was, there-
fore, obliged to tarry five days in Nous-
reddin before I could find a caravan
journeying to Egypt.

On_the 28th of Shawal, I quitted Nous-
reddin, along with a caravan on its way to
Egypt from Sennaar, conducted by a sol-
dier attached to the Cadilaskier of the
army of Ismael Pasha, who was conducting
to Egypt twenty-two dromedaries and ca-
mels, and some slaves, belonging to the
Cadilaskier, and four fine horses belong-
ing to the Pasha.

. We started at about three hours before
noon, and after marching for three hours;
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stopped at a viHage named Sheraffey, to
~ obtain rations for the horses and camels
to subsist -them through the desert. *Our
route lay on the outside of the villages,
and on the border of the desert. The
villages are numerous and well built of
sun-dried bricks, and the face of the
country, on our side of ‘the river, per-‘?
fectly level. - T
'~ We stayed at Sheraffey until ‘the next
tmorning: the conducter of the caravan
not being able to obtain at this place the
‘durra he wanted for his cattle, we..pro-
‘ceeded to a village called Hassah, which
is about an hour’s march from Sheraffey.
We stayed there till next morning.

~ On the 30tk of the Moon, at day-light,
‘we mounted our camels, and proceeded
on our road, which lay on the skirts of the
desert. 'We passed a continual succession

of large, well-built and populous villages,

“‘“E(Iq‘
[ olf.RO.
s
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lying about a mile distant from the river;
the weather serene .and cool, as it has -
been since our arrival in Berber. -We
halted at about' the middle of -the -fore-
noon, by a village called: Abdea, until an
‘hour and a half before sunset, when- we
again set forward, and after marching:for

three hours and a half, halted for the re-
mainder of the night in a small village,

half in ruins. The reason of our short
marches aud frequent stoppages was, to.
give the conductor of the caravan oppor-

tunities to make provision for passing the
desert.. He might have done it at any. of
the villages, had. he been: content ta pay
the price demanded; but as he was.a °
man who seemed to hold .hard bargains
in horror, and.to love money with great
affection, he did not give the latter for.
durra till he was absolutely oblnged to
make the afflictive exchange. *
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On the 1st of Zzlkadé we started at day-
llght, and m.arched nll about two hours
after sunrise, when we stopped at some
Avilla‘ges ‘called Gannettee. The country -
we passed since yesterday is the desert,
whiich comes down close to the river’s
bank, presenting but few spots fit for cul-
tivation. We were informed last night,
_that the camp of Mehemmet Bey, who
is on his way from Egypt with five thou-
sand ien, ‘to takeé possession of Darfour
and Kerdofan, is on the other side of thie
river.* - The weéather continues serene and
not very hot. Stayed at Gannettee till
about the middle of the afternoon, when
we proceeded’ on our journey through'a
a desert and dreary country, without
either habitations or ‘cultivation, as the

* % Since my return to Egypt, we have learned that this
army, after some bloody battles, had succeeded m takmg
possession of Darfour and Kordofan. :
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desert comes here down to the river. The
rocks aad stones of the desert are gene-
rally of. black granite. No verdure was
to be seen, except on the margin of the
river. . The river hereabouts is much im-
peded by rocks and rapids, but contains
many beautiful islands, some of them very
large, fertile, populous, and well culti:
vated. Malek Mohammed ¢é1 Hadgin
commands this country. His province,
called “ El Raba Tab,”’ contains eighty-
eight large and fertile islands, and the
shores of the river adjacent. He has a
very high character for courage, morals,
and generosity ; he resides on the great
island of Mograt, which is said to be
about sixty miles long.* .
We halted at about three hours be-

* The provinces lying on the third Cataract, between
Shageia and Berber, -are called, 1st, Monasier; 2d,
Isyout; 3d, El Raba Tab. - ‘
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fore midnight on the bank of the river,
within hearing of a Shellal, where the
river forms a regular cataract, except a
small pass on .the easterly shore. After
reposing the camels an hour and a half;
and refreshing ourselves with ‘bread and
the muddy water of the Nile, we recom-
menced our march, which was continued
without cessation till an hour before noon
next morning, always through the desert;
in order to cut a point of land formed by
an angle in- the river, when we stopped
under the shade of some fine date trees
on the bank of the river, and in view of
one of its large and ever verdant isles,
called Kandessee, in ‘a small island ad--
joining which Khalil Aga, my com-
panion, says he saw, when he ascended
the third cataract,* a pyramid more mo-

% He.came up in one of the niné boats that’ were
able to pass, as mentioned before.
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dern. and fresh than any he had seen
in these countries. . Possibly the island
of :Kandessee takes its name from the

celebrated Candace, who, in the reign

of ‘Nero, repulsed and defeated the Ro-
man legions, and this pyramid may be her
tomb.. Under the date trees, on the
bank of the_river opposite to. this island,
we :refreshed ourselves with our usual
repast, bread and water, as the people of
a village close by would give us meat nei-

ther for. love, money, nor soap,* of which

latter article they stand in great ‘but un-
conscious need.. doa o

# As the people of these countries dislike the piasters

of Egypt, I bought a quantity of soap at Sennaar from )

the Greeks who accompanied the army as sutlers, in
order to serve as a medium of exchange; for in most of
the provinces on the Upper Nile, they prefer soap to

any thing you can offer, except dollars, or the gold com‘

of Constantinople,
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. 8d of Zilkadé, quitted. our station about -
two hours after midnight, and went on our: -
way. Our route continued to lie through.
the desert, but not-far from the bank of.
the river; about three hours before noon'
in the: morning came to a small village,
named. Haphasheem, lying on'the marg§07 ‘
of the.river, opposite a verdant -island it

was.delightful to look at. The river on the
third. cataract, Khalil Aga tells me, con-
tains a continual chain of such.* I could:
not get any thing to relish our usual repast-
of bread and water, except some dates.

* Khalil Aga, a native of New York, took the.turban -
a few weeks before the departure of Ismael Pasha from
Cairo. Learning that I was to accompany his Excel-
lence, he requested-me to obtain of the Pasha that-he
might be attached to me during the expedition. He is
probably the first individiial that ever traversed the whole
of the river Nile from Rosetti to Sennaar. - I have done.
the same, except about two hundred miles of the thlrd
cataract.
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My eyes to-day were much inflamed by
the reflection of the .sun’s rays from the
sand, and at night were very painful and
running with matter. Stayed here till
about the same hour after midnight as
yesterday, when we again set forward.
The country the same as yesterday, except
that we saw several stony mountains in
the desert, some of them at no great dis-
tance from the river. Some of these
mountains must contain ruins, as at the
village where we halted to-day, which we
did at about noon, we found a very large
and well-fashioned burnt brick, which the
peasants said was brought from one of
these mountains. . The whole of the
country through which we have passed
for four days contains no cultivable land
on this side of the river, except on
its margin; but in compensation for this
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sterility, the islands in this part of the
river, which are numerous, very large, and
very beautiful, are:without a superior for
luxuriance of vegetation. Every day when
we have come-to the river to halt and
- refresh ourselves, we found one or more in
view. At this last station I was lucky
enough to purchase a small kid at the
enormous price of twelve piasters, the ﬁr_ét;
‘meat we had eaten for four days. Ap- -
" plied at night a.poultice of dates to my
eyes, which wer.e'; much inflamed by to-
day’s march, and found some . relief fmm
" the remedy. At about ‘th,ree hours after
midnight we again resumed our travel,
and marched till an hour before noon of
to-day, the 5th of Zilkadé, expecting to
arrive at the place where the road quits
the river, and plunges into the great
eastern desert of Africa; but the wea-
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ther becoming close ‘and very hot, and
the camels fatigued, we halted to'repose’
them and ourselves on the bank of"the
river. * Shortly after our arrival two of
the” camels of the caravan died. Our
route still lay through plains and over
hills of rock and sand, which come down
to the river’s edge, but the river, as usual;
presented a continual succession of beau-
tiful islands. " o -
The death -of the two- camels having

‘alarmed the conductor of the caravan for

the others, we stayed in this place till the
middle of the second day after to repose
and ‘refresh them previous to entering the

desert. During our stay here I engaged
" a man to swim over to the island opposite;
to purchase some durra flour and dates.
He could, however, obtain. only some

dates. I was obliged, in consequence, to
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reconcile my_sélf to entering the desert
short of provisions. Ihad made provisian
in Berber for fifteen days, being assured
that in twelve days we should have passed
the desert,. and arrive at the villages on
the bank of the Nile four days march
above Assuan. The unexpected retard-
ments of our march from Berber had,
however, made us nine days in arriving at
the place where the road turns into the
desert. On the 7th. of .the moon, at about
two hours before sunset, we quitted our
halting-place, and after only one hour’s
march by the border of the river came to
a place where the. Nile suddenly turns off:
toward the south-west.* At this place
the guide told us we were to fill our water-
skins, and to quit the river for the desert.

* This I suppose to be the pdint where terminates
the singular bend in the river noticed in the former part
of my journal.

P
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We stayed here till the afternoon ef the
8th of the moon.

The two last nights we have kept watch,
and only slept with our hands upon our
arms, robbers being, we were told, in this
neighbourhocod, who had lately pillaged
some caravans. e were .not, however,
molested. The desert, on the border of the
river hereabouts, abounds with doum trees,
which are inhabited by.great numbers of
monkeys. Its fruit furnjshes theic foed.
- This fruit consists in a large nut, on the
outside covered with a brown substance
almost exactly resembling burned "ginger-
bread. It is, however, so hard that no
other teeth and jaws, except those of a
mounkey or an Arab, are well capable- of
biting it. . About one hour’s march below
our present position is an encampment of
Bedouins and the tomb of -a Marabout.
The people of the country and the cara-
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vans had piled his grave with camels’ and
asses Asaddles, probably intended as offer-
ings to interest his good offices in the other
world. . .

. At about. four hours after the noon of
* the 8th, we quitted the banks of the Nile,
and turned into the desert, carrying as
much water as we well could, myself
‘taking four water-skins for myself, Khalil
Aga, and a. black slave of mine. We
~ marched till about an hour before .mid-
'night, when. we halted for an hour to
" breathe the camels:and to eat a morsel of
bread, after which we continued our way
till nearly day-break, when one of the
Pasha’s horses' falling down and refusing
o rise, lt was necessary to- wait till
~ the animal had taken a little rest. - We
threw ourselves upon the sand, and slept
~profoundly for. two hours, when we were
- -Toused to continue,our journey. We pro-
P2
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ceeded till about two hours before noon,
when we balted in 2 low sandy plain,
sprinkled here and there with thorny
bushes. These bushes afforded food for
the camels, and a miserable shelter from
the sun for ourselves. We shoved our
bodies under them as closely to their roots
as the thorns would admit, to sleep as
well sheltered as possible from the burn-
fng rays of the vertical sun.” But sound
sleep in this condition was impossible, as
every half-hour the sun advancing in his
‘course contracted or changed the shadow
of the bush, and obliged us to change our
‘position; as to sleep in his rays in. this
climate is not only almost impossible but
Hangereus‘, it almost infallibly producing
a fever of the brain, '

The country we traversed this first day’s
journey is a level plain of sand and gravel,
with scattered mountains of black granite
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.here and there in view, where no sound is
-heard but the rush of -the wind. The
weather was cool enough during the day,
and coldish in the night;* In the after-
noon we again set forward, proceeding
and halting as yesterday, viz. once for.an
hour about two haurs before midnight, and
once again a little béfore day-break. for an
hour .and a half. The desert continued
to exhibit the same aspect as before till
about midnight, when - we quitted the
plains to enter among gloomy defiles,

% 'The: wind,during the day, was constantly from the
_north, which was the general direction of our march
from the time we quitted the river till we reached it
“again, so that we had the breezes always in our faces.
-The pir of the desert is so very dry that no part of my
body. was moistened by perspiration except the top of
my head, which was sheltered from the influence of the
sun and air by the folds of my turban. I did not feel
incommoded by heat in the desert when out of the sun’s
rays, but on arriving at Assuan I found it almost in-
tolerable. ‘
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winding between-mountains of black gra-
nite. We passed one chain, and at a little
beyond the entrance of another, lying
about two leagues to the north of the
first, the guide told us that we were near
the well Apseach; soon after we arrived
at a place containing bushes. Here the
caravan halted, and those who wanted
fresh water filled their water-skins from
the well which lies in the mountains,
about -an hour’s ‘march from the place
where we halted. This well is at the
bottom of an oblique passage leading into
one of the mountains; at the termination
of -which is found no great quantity of
sweet water deposited by the rains which
fall in this country about the time of the
summer solstice.* During thelast twodays

* The names of the wells in the desert of Omgourans,
between Berber and Seboo, are as follows :—1st,- Ap- .
seach. 2d, Morat. 3d, El Medina. 4th, Amrmashee.
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I travelled in great pain; the reflection of
the sun from the sand, and the strong wind
from the north (prevalent at this season in
the desert), which blew its finer particles
into my eyes, in spite of all my precaations
to shelter them, exasperated and inflamed
their malady to a great degree, which the
want  of sufficient shelter from the sun,
during the time of repose, contributed to
aggravate.

‘We stayed near the well till about sunset
when we resumed our travel, and at about
three hours after sunrise on the morning
of the 10th, came to a rock in a sandy
plain, where the conductor of the caravan
ordered a halt. We distributed.ourselves
round this rock as well as we could, in
order to repose;* Khalil Aga and myself

5th; Mogareen In the two latter, water is only found
after heavy rains.
. * Close by thxs rock was the skull of some wretched
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making a covering from the sun by means
of . my carpet, propped up by our fusees
and fastened by the corners to stones we
placed upon the rock, by means of our
shawls and sashes. Westayed hereé till the
middle of the afternoon, when we mounted
our camels in order to reach the well
Morat as soon as possible, in order to
water those patient and indispensable
-voyagers of the desert.* We traversed a
tolerably level but rocky tract till about
two hours after midnight, when we reach-
ed- the well. It lies in a valley between

man who had perished on this spot. Allalong our route
we saw hundreds of skeletons of camels. The skull
_ that we saw probably belonged to one of two Mogrebin
soldiers who deserted at Berber, in order to return to
‘Egypt, and who both perished with thirst in the desert.
" * Our guide, an Abadie, would not permit the camels
of our caravan to be watered at the well of Apseach,
saying, that if -he did, all the water then in the well
would be consumed, and the consequence would be, that
the next traveller that came might perish with thirst. -
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‘two high"'¢hains :of mouitains of black
-granite. Its water is somewhat bitter, as
its ‘mame imports, and is not drank by
‘travellers except when their water-skins
-are exhausted. - It serves, however, for the
camels of the caravans, and for the inha-
‘bitants of two Arab villages in the vicinity,
named *“ Abu Hammak,” and “ Doliap,”
who brought their camels to water here
the morning after our arrival. These poor
but contented people "are obliged to sub-
-sist, for the most part, upon their camels’
‘milk, their situation affordinglittle other
means of nourishment. They are, how-
ever, independent, and remote from the .
tyranny and oppression which afflicts the
‘people of most of the countries of the
east.* | "

. * The ground near the well of Morat is full of scor-
‘pion holes:. On my arrival at midnight I spread my
carpet on the ground and slept soundly. In the mom-
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On the rocks near the well we saw some
rude hieroglyphics, representing- bulls,
horses, and camels, cut in the granite, in
the manner of those found in the rocks
near Assuan, on the south side of the ca-
taract. OQur guide tells us that such cut-
tings in the rocks are found in many of
the mountains of the desert. -

During our stay at Morat a violent dis-
pute had arisen among the Arabs of our
caravan about some money which had

- been stolen from one of them. The man

suspected of the theft endeavoured to jus-
tify himself by much hard swearing, but -
circumstances being strong against him, I
told the man who had been robbed, that

ing when it was taken up, we found under it a scorpion,

I am sure four. inches in length, its colour green and

yellow. I was told that they abound near all the wells

of the desert, and I have seen very many at different
places on the borders of the river.
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if the monéy was:not restored previous to
-our :arrival -at Assuan, I would speak to
-the Cacheff about the affair, who would
take the proper measures to detect and
punish the: thief. " In consequence of this
menace; the man robbed, next morning
bad the satisfaction to find unexpectedly
that his money had been secretly restored
and deposited among the baggage, from
-whence it had been stolen. : -~ .
On the 13¢A, at sunset, we quitted Mo-
rat; and after a winding march among the
hills for ‘ﬁve“hours, we: arrived at a broad
valley, surrounded by high mountains and
abounding in doum trees, the first we bad
seen since we quitted the river. This
-place is called * El Medina.” It contains
an Arab village, whose inhabitants gain
-something by supplying the caravans with
-goats, of which they have many, and by
furnishing them with water, of which they.
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possess several reservoirs filled by therains.
We reposed for the.rest. of. the night under
the doum trees, and in the merning re-
galed ourselves with the pure and whele-
some water of El Medina, which was to
me particularly grateful after being obliged‘
‘to.drink, for several days, either the muddy
water we had brought from the rivet, or
that of A pseach, which had become heated
by the sun, and impregnated with a dis-
gusting smell, derived from the new leather
of the water-bags which contained :it. .}
bought here.a fat goat and some milk;
which made us a feast, which- hunger and
several -days - fastmg on bad beead mmh
delicious. P

We stayed here to water and repose. the
camels till the afternoon of the secoud
day after our arrival," when we . recom-
menced our march for. the. river, whose
distance we were told was three.days
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march from El Medina. During ourstay.
at El Medina, Khalil Aga my companion
was. taken very ill with vomiting and
purging, occasioned by having: drank of
the water of Morat; ‘against. which I had
remonstrated without effect, ‘He did net
get quit of the consequences. of. his. im:
prudence for several days. . ..~ " -

" On the 15th, in the afternoon, we coms
menced our march for the river. -The
desert hereabouts resembles that-we passed
the two first days.after our. quitting the
river, being a sandy ' plain- studded with
hills and mountains: of granite: - We pros
céeded till. about three - hours “after mid«
night, when we lay down to- repose till
day-break, when. we again mounted and
continued our journey till twoihours before
noon, when we stopped at'a rock: which
had: some holes in it, where we sheltered
ourselves from the sun, and dined. with
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‘appetite, on some-coarse durra bread
baked upon camel's dung:

By the middle of the afternoon we were
again on our way, which led through the
deep and winding valleys of three moun-
tains of calcareous stone, which indicated
the proximity of the river, and over hills
‘of deep sand, with which the eddies of the
wind had in many places filled those
vallies. Since we left Morat till we came
to these mountains the granite hills had .
become rarer, others of calcareous stone
here and there presented themselves, and
the level of the desert was constantly
" ascending.* 1 have no doubt that the
level of the interior of the-desert is lower
than the bed. of the river. A :

During the passage over these hills
several of the camels gave out, that of my

* Which we found to be the case till we came within
fifteen hours march of the Nile. ’
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- black slave among the rest.*. Four hours
after sunrise we came to a valley, where
- there. was here and there some herbs of
‘the degert, where we stopped to let the
camels eat, they baving fasted since we-
left E1 Medina. ,

. We were obliged to look among the
rocks for shelter from .the sun, each one
.a.rranging himself as well as he could to
eat durra bread and drink warm water,
and sleep as soundly as possible. . During
the course. of last night we fell in with.a
_ earavan coming from. Assuan ; we pressed
round them to buy something to eat; we
.asked for dates and flour to make bread,
but they had nothing of the kind that
they could afford to part with. '

.. We stayed at the rock before mentloned

* Out of the twenty-two camels that we had com-

menced our march wnth from Berber, only twelve reacbed
the river.
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6l the middle of the afternoon. Oan
awaking from sleep, I observed two of the
Arabs of our caravan busily employed
about our guide. They were a long time
engaged in frizzing and plaiting his. hair,
and finished the operation by pouring
over it a bowlful of melted mutton suet,
which made his head quite white. I
asked for the meaning of this operation
at this time; they told me that we should
be at the river to-morraw morning, and
that our guide was adorning himself to
see and salute his friends there. He ap-
peared to be highly satisfied with the
efforts. of his hair-dressers to make him
look decent, and it must be confessed that
he made a very buckish appearance.

As soon as our guide had finished his
toilette, he mounted his dromedary and
ook his post in front, and we set forward.
We marched all night without stopping,
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which was -necessary, as our.water. was
nearly spent* but which:distressed: greatly
that part of our caravan whohad mno
beast. to ride.f These wretched men had
hitherto -accompanied .us all the way on
foot, with little to eat and less. .to drink.
At present they were almost ‘exhausted
with -fatigue, hunger and- thirst.. Every
pow.and then, one or more of them wounld
throw himself on - the sand in despair.
The repeated assurance.that. the river. was
near, hour after hour, became less and less
capable of rousing them to exertion, and
the whip was at length applied to make
them get upand go-on:} - They demanded:

“# This was ‘occasioned by the heat of the sun and the.
dryness of the : air of the desert, which made nearly two-
fifths- of our water to-evaporate.

“ + Before we entered the desert our caravan had been
joined by several rumaway domestics, who'had fled ‘from’
the army to return to Egypt. e

1 The soldier of the Cadilaskier before mentioned,
who was the conductor, i. e. the chief of the caravan, had

Q
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water immediately, which we were too
short of ourselves to give them, as we
feared every minute that our camels
would drop, which would render every
drop of water we had as precious as life. -
One unfortunate lad, who had _}omed tbe_
caravan -before it entered the desert, I
suspect a domestic who had fled from the
distresses that had found us. in the upper
countries, made pathetic applications to
me for water; I twice divided with him a -
9
recourse to a singular expedient to rouse one of them
whom the whip could not stir. - He seized his purse of
money, which this man carried in his bosom, swearing
that if he chose to stop and die there he might, and that
he would be his heir and inherit his purse. This testa-
mentary disposition on the part of . the soldier had a -
wonderful effect. The man got up from the sand and.
walked forward very briskly, calling.upon the soldier to
 restore the purse, as he was determined not to lie down -
any more till he reached the river, The soldier, however, °

observing the effect of his proceeding, retained the purse
till we arrived at the river, when he restored it. ,




DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 227

bowlful I was drinking, * in the nam_e':of
G‘od, the protector of the traveller.” .

~ This young man, in the course of this
toilsome night, had disappeared, having
doubtless laid "himself. down in deépair.
We unfortunately did not miss. him till it
was too late.* About two hours before
day-break we reached the entrance of a,
deep ravine, between ridges and hills of
rocks. We marched in it .for six hours.
It zigzagged perpetually, and its bottom
was covered with fragments of the rocks
“that inclosed it, and which Lad app‘aréntl y
been displaced by strong currents of water.
This ‘phenomenon :surprized me, as the
entrance into this ravine being from the

. % The last time I saw him was when I gave him part
of the last bowl; he kissed my slipper; shedding abun-
dance. of tears, and saying that I was the only one of the
caravan that had shown him mercy. I bade him keep up
a good heart, for that on the morrow morning, by the
blessing of God, we should be at the river.

Q2
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- plain, it was evident that the currents

which 'had produced these displacements
could not at any ®ra have come from
thence. But at the termination of this
ravine, which ended nearly at the river,
the cause became evident. An ancient
canal, now nearly filled up, leads from the
river-into this ravine, and' the rush of the
current during the seasons of inundation,
has loosened and displaced fragments of
the bordering mountains.

It was about two hours before noon on
the 18th of Rilkadé, when, éemerging from
this ravine, we came upon the bank
of the beautiful and blessed river, which
is the very heart and life’s blood of all
north-eastern Africa. It was with the
most grateful feelings toward ¢ the Lord
of .the universe,” that I layed myself down
under the date trees by its brink to cool
and to wash my swollen and ‘inflamed
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ayes, whose.disorder was. greatly increased
by fatigue, a dazzling sun, and want of
sleep.. - o
Immediately after our arrival at the
little village of - Seboo,* which stands on
the. canal leading to the ravine- before

mentioned,. myself and - Khalil Aga ad--

dressed . ourselves to the people of the
village to :engage some one to go and
bring.to the river the unfortunate lad who
had been missed. I told them that, in

two hours, a man mounted on a drome-

dary could reach the place where he had
disappeared, and save his life: Iappealed
- to-their humanity, to their sense of duty
towards God. and man, to éngage them to
. go.and save him: Tinding them deaf to
my entreaties, I offered. them dloney, and

* Directly opposite Seboo, én the other bank of the

river, stands an ancient Egyptian temple. Seboo is four
days march of a camel above Assuan. ’
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Khalil Aga his musket, to bring him safe
and sound to the river. I appealed to
their humanity in vain, and to their. ava-
rice without effect.* We told them that
the Christians, in a case of this kind,
would send not one but forty men, if
necessary, to go and save a fellow crea-
ture from the horrible death of desert
famine; and that heaven would -surely
require at their hands the. life of this
young man, if they neglected to save him:
At length the Sheck of the village pro-’
mised me to send a. dromedary to the

place to-morrow morning. He made the
promise probably to appease my. res:

proaches, for he did not fulfil it.
On the second day after my arrival, I
dipped my feet and slippers into the Nile,

* The reason for their refusal I afterwards learned,

was, that they believed that the lad was already- dead, -

and that therefore they should miss the reward promised.’
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and bequeathing the village of -Seboo my
most hearty curse, (which God fulfilll)
embarked on board a boat on -its way

from Dongola to Egypt, and in three days
reached Assuan.*

* Three days after my arrival at Assuan I had news
of the fate of this lad, from a Nubian voyager of the
desert, on his way to Assuan, who had found him,
thirty-six hours after our arrival at Seboo, lying in the
ravine leading to the river, but almest deid. He had
stopped, it seems, to sleep a few hours, believing that
sleep would refresh him, and that he could do it without
danger, as the river was not many hours off. On his
awaking, he found himself so weak that it was with great
difficulty that he reached the ravine, where he fell. The
traveller gave him water, and placed him on his dro-
medary, and brought him te the river, but he was too .
far gone; he died in a half an hour after he reached it.
The last words he spoke, this man told me, related to
his God, his prophet, and his mother: this traveller dug
his grave and buried him. I told this man that I had
offered a reward at Seboo to whoever would bring this
unfortynate young man.ta the river, and that I would
give the money to him as a recompense for having done
all he could do in such a case. The man, to my asto-
nishmeht;replied, “ that it was not money that he would
take as a reward for what he had done; that he would



232 EXPEDITION, &C..

receive no reward for it but from the hands of God, who ‘
would pay more for it than Icould.” T told him that

I was happy to have found a Mussulman mindful of the

precepts of the Koran, which inenlcate charity and bene-

volence to all those who are in distress, and that the

record of such deeds would occupy a great space on the

almost blank page of our good actions. .

THE END.

~Frinted by C. Roworth,
Bell Yard, Temple Bar,















