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ABSTRACT
This paper argues that the assessment standards used in reviewing academic programs in
Islamic art in general and Arabic calligraphy and ornamentation in specific, might not
comply with the nature of Islamic art. It discusses the former external assessment reviews
for the program of calligraphy and Islamic ornamentation in the College of Fine and
Applied Arts from 1964 to 1981. It also aims to identify the procedures applied in the
abovementioned assessment process and to evaluate its efficiency. Accordingly, different
Islamic art programs, in both the Arab and Muslim world, were explored and examined.
The importance of this study, therefore, stems from the fact that it addresses a problematic
issue with a regional nature.
Results showed that there is an urgent need for a reference body designated to standardize,

review and accredit Islamic art programs for both Arabic and Islamic academic
institutions.
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(Confidential/ to the Secretary General of the National Council for Higher Education. a

Report from the Committee set up by the National Council for Higher Education to

Consider the Implementation of the Council’s Decision to Upgrade the Diploma Granted

by the College of fine and Applied Art to B.A. Degree)

the Committee as Composed of:

1. Prof. Richard Guyatt C. B.E. / Rector of Royal College of Art, London.

2. Prof. Mustafa M. Hussein PhD / Head of Textile Department, Faculty of Applied Art,

Helwan University, Cairo.

3. Dr. A.Z. Soghayroon / Director of the School of Mural Studies, University of

Khartoum.

4. Miss Rachel Bennett | Secretary of the Committee.
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