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I'TRO IlI CTIO' 
EngIi_" ~I!le T..o.ill(!: ( ... . n III deeply rooted III the 

~anon" ,y~em 1ft ~MI lIS l115!.or, can be traced blk:k to the 
bet< rtfIInoi. of Bntitll rule ",hM;tI <W~ ," 1!Q!I '\,JM;c tllen it hili 
gone tb'W!I" ~anou~ ~'Ket .."d de\.dopmc1l$ due 10 dlnerent 
faclOrl potillC&l. 10(1.... C'COftOmic IIId eduanollll Hence CUrTent 
problems ..-1 difficultIes facing 1:.1 T 1M SlllUn cook! be bdler 
Ilnd~r'h)O(! lnd dealt \00 ,11\ if ~II In IIIe COflIe"<1 of these IDstoticl.! 
~e~eloprncnl 'l So. In order 10 In\eSIIl\alc the iuue under (j'5C\Ii5ion. 
It \Oooold perlll~" be ~ appropril1e to IN fiut 10 JIIll ,I on !IS "Shl 
per'Spect ..-e by Pfo~ldins background ,nfmnUI1J("1n .boultM ~ 
IUIU~ of ll'le E.n!l1,m lan!lua!IC Tode> u well IS about £LT before we 
discUD The 'lltlilhon.n the 'SudmJ in genenI and ,n Itrtll!"")" edUCIuon 

particular 

Tllf ~ "' Tl S Ot· t: ' G U.')1I I ... THE "OIl:I. D TOO, .. : 
£i _ ,It n,,'" " the' pone,pa1 Inlcnut"..... IIII)-:ul!lt of 
wmmunlCIl1(III llii domulMte. pMt1W1arfy ir 'lie fi.:1d~ (fr~ 
aocl COITII'terCe "' '\lIeh a rel'lIvely $lion pmod Illlnp'~cd m 
1mt0l)' Ou"~ (1()t!51) [II ,lIltetthltjuSTwithmfoor CtI1'iuries 
E~,,1t • hal b«:ome a langulge on ",,'lIoch tile 'lin does IIOf K1. 
wholoe ustrj never weep· \.OfeOver, "'"d....y and Mountford 
110"78 ')[ ~ I report 

• As","" IS 19-'7 L.SES(:O reponed thatllWi~t\OoOthJld~of 

WjVIlC'CI'VIf blerature appur ~ In [fI8l,5It btll more liw1t .... o thlld~ of 
tho: .... corld"l profe>Sl"",1 et1lDneeB can not reW f.ngliw-. • 
~unhc:<<nOre .. ,t ettl.... ttd tlMIt tnOfe thin half 1M" the r~h 
~~ puN'.J\e<:l ,n tlK- ...."Orld are publlw-.ed ,n the !:1Ift1,\/! II~ 
(S.....~ 19j7 ~~ l [31 
lio\Ooc-.er I'*t 11 II<,) one $I. «pll"'''!)n Ii 10 ... lIy 1:-.IISIish hit 
gllner! sud! <tal"" But on the top COrrin the flClOl' uf poI,II<;' ,nd 
po..er The <Plead..-1 dccl,neof~l$dOteI\ Ionl.ed ... ilh 
political ind K(,f,,'mlC po... er II~ ,lie most quoted ,ca~mllr4e Ihe 
Innuen.;e of alll.1Il on the 19"' ctnturv aod lhe lfIiIuenr;e of lhe 
t:s ... ,nlheZfi"Ctntu" ......... 
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BUI WII,~c the cue of (Miler \aQgua!!es. tlld miIuo:nI:c luis gont: 

~ood the .phnc ofpoll"c, EvtII after di~cgfaUOll o(lhe 8nlnh 
anpuc. F.l'\!lh~h hils Cl.W't,nued 10 be neNcd U !inltul !T.nc:a Within 
and ... "houl mulTi-rlOat and multi.lingual c_n,I,U Strcveru. 
(Iq" 101 [41 )UmrlWue1 These ncc<b as follow' 
• ",,,,,liWlhu ~n C'1l1p1m'C<l b.MI"r. bnk ... ,Ihm 1I'Iioj11l·rlC,a1. 
mu1ti.ltnllUII ~'dlQ ., • vehiclc for Inletllllilulud communlG1;ll(H1. 
glob.l uomc-r· ....'c for !leW$. mfonnallon. enll'n•• nmt"Ill and 
.dm,mmallon Iud as Ihe language ,n .... h"h hII, lll.en p~c Ihe 
gl'ne,1S ofIhe !oeC(\nd md1l5lnal.nd Kicnllfic rcr.QIU1loli • 
Hcn~-e. llIne" ....or1d·","idc need for lurn'ng WWIl,h III ~~I for tts 
UlllnC!;lin iI.rld prl):mallc tococfilS U • UIU~NW lanllu,:!!c tQf 

,nl(1"n.11<_1 c~nIC.II<.lTI penlCllllrt:o III tile ficld~ "f tCtCIICe 
bu~_ and educac I )II 
H.~mtt _ t:.~hllf'tttcd Ihe .-ficanc:l' of f.r¢sh IOl 1~ ....or1d 
1(1do1, 1\ IOtonnJI approPllatc 10 pMl!<t ;mel lo0Io. 1\ E:IIFiilb trom an 
applied 11n"'lIillC~ pen.pco;livc Co< ,luit "'0II1d bflng u, clulel" In ll1e 
thnne.<. of this p1ipCr. llllme'" lhe lUnlio Ind ~I"ft ofIClClung 
Eingh..tt In ICfI;.1V edUUUOII poR·ArlIb'Q.l.IIlI.I1I The wb't'quelll 
5CC11OII' ... In deal brittl, ""Ih EtWuh lanll"'l!t leachin! (EI, q. 
As the ""grim above shoo... ) [ L T ,~ dlv,ded mlO Ihr~ mlln 
bllnches l-n)!h,h 1\ 11 \luther Lang\la~. ln~Ii"" n 11 Sc-cond 
Langu~c ( I e II lui. an offICi.llIal"S and 11 fcc(\gnin:d i'uncll\ln) 
.nd I'~h,h u 11 forcl!(II Lan~ Funht,n,nrc. f"", lias IWO 
b,.n.:hn (; ...: ... h'ch .,..,m.nlr f~ on bngu''ll,,,,.rn:I tileralllte 
.nd rsp... h,en 'I funhcr dlHded Into CA' and .~O,. 
HO"'~\Cf.•fter AtabociUlion OrICfl*) eduail .. 'n III the earn· 19'Ns. 
I~ ambo~il," JllIIOllncbllt( lbe 51.\11\ of[~liu. III Sudan ~~ms 10 Ix 
1oCI"11~d It IS ........ tOreign lang'"gc ~nd il ohould be IIWShl 
~lICIIll)' ., .-ft 'u"'lhe~"h..:hpo)C lI\elf ......hll:h 
of .hl' I ...Q hranc~ of Eft (<: ' [/1:5' 1~ho1;ld be '''''''1 UlICflW)' 
edUCItiOfl " Before .... e CollI _ ....u rhlS quc!>loon ...c need 11.1 .ns... er 
)C1 .nCMher qualtotl ..."'1 distinguIShes l!:.1> from (,1''''' Th,~ ",g be 
II"Ic Ihemc of lhe IInI SoCCI>OIl 
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[nc' iJh L._,••"Tuthilt! ([L1): 
[LT CM be pen;e!ved 15. Her with brmches and .MJb.br.~ as 
me roUoWlllj dLagnm NIows 

ELT 

[ML 
(Enghsll It 
• Mother ...........) 


r..sl. 
(En[dish as ."""'" 
.........." 


t:s .. 
lfnll'do for Sp«.1\< """"""') 
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t:~P, ,...."s CPt:: 
IlIe dC'mlrKh IItIpOlIed on Eng!1.JI ...n mternato"n.JI ....".l\e.. 
pitllClIwl" III 1hC' fiC'lds or~.nd commaa-. IIII,C' resulcrd In 

the ~tno;.( Ind e:tpmtKHl of one panicular up«:1 of [LT, 
namth ESP ... lItte English IS tlllVh\ U an Instrument.IId.5.n 
..\(,11",,", mean> "" nol.5 11M: ~ In ( ....: ... l\trC' ln~hJh ,\ I"ught 
u.n end In n~U • ~t'!oUks 1<1 pr~",de Ihe 1.1liU. I~.. rnen; "uh iI 
reslnetcd pI.ct l(aJ comrr,.III~h,-e CQmpelellCe 10 tlllhie Ihem 10 
cope lII.IoCa55ti,Uy In att.In field, wch .~ lCI<'''ce and commerce. 
wuh de.r1~ defined I.!'ks ~flNlna.hallOt. (;,.r ,ontlM:othC'r 
hand, ~J 10 provide the ~ele.ma, ... ,," ~ aeu"e 
llJId !l'MnJrVe II11IJo111Jo1t Upabtl'l)' 10 en.1'Ilt them 10 wpt ..... "h 
."tdefinrd ilI1d I>n'IX""rlCd $IIl>lIiOCb ... t~ lht-o, u'w In tll(,,,e after 
Int endo{tMl;Wl)f'i .... KIdo.....~'n I08J)j~II"(SP ...h.I'>I.,jsm 
III the classroom (\)~< do"".} ,,, ...haI the levner ~n"'rs 
owloH.k the cluaroom .... ~;n In GPr ...h" II lIup:t .n IhI' 
claJ:Noom IS I ulmruONII contn,anco: ,Ir dC\-'Ke £01 IhI' purpose of 

rro..-.dlnll the "O!!"I!,e learner. "'1111 truu,e ~".ae carabl],l} to 
enable them to copt v.ilh broad I,ln~p«,jicd "m' in future So 
COfU,,'" to the GP[ lallner. 1M ' :SP lealller lo.no ..." in ad'1Irlce 
.... hae I~'she v. II "K lhe langua!!e he has beer, t .... !!ht e g Me~lIcll 
En,~h'h Ind llu',"clIt t::11jIi1h V.1U hC' uloCd III Ilie lidds or ml'(hcine 

.nd bu..","~ rcs.pc."Cll'ct~ 
I iov.e-.et the etnCl'l«1ICC of ESr as. dJI<>lphnc In the I%Os Qln be 
11Inbo. led ~eh 10 the coincide!'llaJ OOITl""'lliooI of It.-« '"'J'<"'11llW 
tadOfl 

lhe need of ,"-' .-Iy IrMkperKknr countnc, 10. ~ as an 
insul>lTIcnt f...., theor flCOIlOO\lC and M;lC;.I de'\'eI"I""""!I.. parlh;UJIrl" In 

1M fidd ... ~ and tcctlDolol)-. ralhl'r tlun ••dIode 01' cu!lI.lrc 
~ de'\'d"pmo:nl5 In h"",,>slru in lhe 19f.(" and 19iQs ~d 10 tM 
trend lowanb the Mil.!" ofllngu,!c In IU wo.:lll ronlnl and low.reb 
the 'IUd-. of 8ClIlal \IX of IanguISt FlU ,,,llImUlIluuon These 
developments were In IIIIe .... llb ",hat [: ..... 'llIel\ds tl> ...i\lC\e in 
metuns I~ SpecIfIC comll\UnlCa!l\'t needs of ~ptcrtio; Itnguage 
lelrners,n spear", fields- " 
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100".:.1 "f s.;~ .. T,:d''',q-
1 he dor\-el<'pmtn" '" dUalloll ,hoIllld the ';lQ.o, lIlal1crr:u,," h, ,-, the 
lu.:htI I<l the leamo.... on lenm ofhl~ r'ICed." h:rUts MId III,ruo.::. 
The .eieqna flf lhe .;.- II) the Itruncor'J: IIl-od." ~1I11 "I £Sf' 
\turco_eo- thI-rT ",a, alfftld I"....,,'d.....-ha, " prach.:;t! m C'do.rl;at",n 
Ac.:ord ":L: 10 CI... IIQI'T){ to} '" lfL Ihl' ,~, Jhlruld I\.:: oro the 
Pfilo,:l,cal trtor!it'l ,.-, Cr'IlIImvnocate nl'. I~ 1'10 cI<'IUbI I~ COl1ll'lllbIe ...,,11 
[Sf> .... hleh almt at \tIccn..fur perf"rnl~l1<;e In the Wile! iaosua!t" 
tltuat lon rllMr Ihlln in t hoe I""~usi"e eomp..1enu fM 11\ uwn ..ake 
T 0 r~p'l\It8te, the !!'flwth arid I!lIpall\lOn of • Iii I' un be IlInbulC'd 
III the stollU\ l,t 1-1I1o:".h a~ ali"'~'er!8t 1""',,1 IiHIIC.I pam.., ,itlrl.,. In tht 
fio!.Id'l of!oC~ IOd c"mmtl~.and Ihe d""""otis made on ,I Irum the 

•~. Independerll ~_roe:. I lw ",r-,k 1"">(:0:,' of l~" ",a~ 
accde!lted by (flflCUfTent dot\<dt.'f>IIlI'TWI" tho;: lidd~ 01 ~ 'ulSlies 
anc! ~"O!I in ,Ite ~ and 19701 

'1.'>Ir des thlt geneoaJ JUO'~' 01 1M C:Urnnl SI.tu~ of"lhe End"i 
\a:rI@'u~ m the w(!fld t()(b~ ancIl~ dr.~. ,n [1 "1 ...t.o:h 
resul'led til Ihe ~e and 111'1'''1/1 "I I~" ..0: ....I p!"OXcedIO 
look mhl tl ~ ,Iuat fin In Suda" 'n.~ 1".:0 ,., e"lll~ the _ rok 

0 ' tNo:hun' 1:. '" .h '" teo-I '11'1 eduea'l PI"I """CI" '" 

fnlfldh In 'ht S"d"n: \ ",,(Dry 0'( "Itu"" Conni( t 
ll1c hi~ory of the [~"sh lanlAJl,!Ie m the Sudan an be traced 

back 10 the beai-fl!!: of Brili<h rule (l89a.19~Q) ACI'(lrdln~ to 
Sandell (11)12 ~)[71 . lhe: adm,,,,.e'atlon of IIHt'~"TUJely~ ~un 
and ,um • 1M rngIWI ~ found alOOll>c>!d '" an aJ...... /jnoJ 

dt>l!Maled tI)' ",abK.md Isblm' 
!tIght! from lhe St..-I lhe eencnJ poIie>. 01 ~-du.:al '{ln ,",u planned 10 

Jen~ tho: poIItKal and econotnIC imerats of the (oIonaJ 

Gov.:r-nmenr It IMfflCd at -.senmg fIOf"''''' ()II foot that hat no vital 
eOl1ntchOft WIIh the (!C(lft()fI"K need, ....r ,he country [Sudan 
GO"~Il'fll "nnUll Repon 1900 6tI) ,'1 • 

\ioreo~er, In I ramous mcmot1Indum "n lhe /ltnerli po...."\' uf 
l'Ilucllioo In 1M SudarI Lord Comter tht: 8nli5h 'loCh ("omml'1oII)ocr 
In ("arm. ""Oti,! In lord KltehellCl' and to Sir James (lime. Ihe ti~ 
dntl: tur of Htucalloo In ,he Suu.n -
200J'lt-l ~ 
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....... ,..- .... 

• I .... ~'CI'. to ~fIIaia ..haI I_n by .... to.K:aIed .....'6 I do 
IlOl ref« 10 ,.... .,t. .... rlQn WlAol .. ~,,!red It h'1 i"l"" 5UdIa 
knooo>iedge of uadJ;.....ftllW and ...'-t..: to, tenall! numbtf of 
vuu. _ as ..... enabIoe then'! 10 CIIfX\Ipy "'rt~ .,h.rrt~ lhe 
subontm&te pIaet. in the adlqr\lAt1ItlOll of ,,,, tOUl1lI)''' (trted In 

Trpni, 19661)191 
1M. m the I.,. or tlas eduaOOrlll polity the role of 'eaclung 

Engltilol was rnsu'U...•.....aI, u1!litll'~n and \IOClIlronal \0 quali"" 
$lIbordr""lt cmploy_ fi:M" work In the Go~trNnel1l j:,....!)h "'..s 1101 

10 bt laI~ for broad edueltlOlllllllnd cullural ad',.lIstS bul onl~ 
fOf r~naed utJlI.nan put'lIO§C:S 

Lord C'ru.ncr (IQ02 ~21( 10J eIaborttes dNrty liu prljplllllt polity 
1000000l'lb ~h 10cN!\8 III Sodan '" the l~ CXIra.;I· 
• I oftm lit. an op!liOII "pr~ ",ltd! I deaII. pO"rKlUU. 
r.'IIe- It u thllt " I, ",onlwrhtle estlllrlov... loChoo!. (Of lhe 
Ie.:h,,~ ofErw!ash (Of lhe ta\o.e oIIht <;uppolCld poIrtlCll ad'"3nlqn 
",iK:h such lcachuw mdrreal) conlierJ u~ the fO,o"!\u'i c~ M. 
ITIIIller of faI:t 1»(IId the e>:1d COnt!1lI..' and I beIJoe\c tlw 10.. (InC' 

poIrtltlll d,trlC\ll1y ~ou raoove b) lhe lellChing of l.nglIJr. you CTtalt 
• doU1l I tllUSider at pre5tnt onl)o ~ bo}) ~Id IclIrn Icngll."h 
"00 are SU~UCI1tl)o gom81o make uteof .. III ('1Q1'efl1mem ser.'ict 
or In wmlllerCll1 punlIrt in whICh .nth lnowledgt; r, ncoes.wy 
SchoolJ for Ih., pWJI'(hC ,hould be good. and .. IS .---I~ as Important 
lhat II prtSCnllhty ,houJd be few • 
In the IitIhI of ",Ira, h., been mtnlloned e&l'hCf In du. p;llper YJCh 

utiblanan appt....h 10watd5 ,he lea.:hutt 01 EzwItsh fall, ...,th", the 
donutn of [SP &IIhOUJll the Kronym '[Sr ..-as IiOIllf)et"lf.ca11y 

mI'I"1OIIed 
1-'- cduc;aI.uul policies p«wided Jho: &mtund ut'!I!!CtJ~t of the 
~udy III (he Gordon Memonal Cc!ltAC "'h>eh "'•• ~.trII~ In 

1<)02 f.,h ..u (he medium of1l1,tru.;lfVfI In the ~I f.'lmls of 
the ~orr~lIt TrlllSlatl(')n ....s taught as itpAflIlt ~bJeU !'he,rm 
wu 10 IJ:idUUt ~leri:s. translators and IMber wbofd'lllte emplo}ets 
fOI the Go\trnnlmt m..a.ntry 
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COflll'rlll5lOl'l10 
Journal atSeJcno",;<~l~«~_~~=~~__ 

In 1929 lhe Departmem of fdu(:lIion Itt up I 
review the eduClllonal SVSlml ....i'a IfICOII reference 10 Gordon 
\ltmOOll CoIlep Im~ ,he ComtTIIssion re:cOl,ulleuded. 
IIDOIlI Clther Ilunp. tuclung what we: ""8hl cI11 ~~,. In the flfllli 
1"-0 yeM30 of ,he coOege The Itpufl \pecifIcaU) I'K:OmlTlnJdtd 
ItoId.lnw. "Ihe k,1Id of Engl,sh acwdu'llio the ],,1Id of Clfftf "hod! 
the pupil propo!tS' (Sudln Go"efnment 1929 28) (II) 

Comnltl'll,ng on such remmmendillon .... h,c:h cills for leaeh!nS 
ESP Sanden (I !IS:! 21)(7) SCIIU. "II 11 f"tIIIM, 10 • modem 
scllolsr 11011 fIfty )ears aso there "'etC rielS rUT llie KnOII~ 
con~I'on ohn I-ngjish for Specific PUlpoM'l ([Sr) approach to 
Erlt:h~h lan!!ual:e I~lung' 
ttu~'eI" , !hts ."S I' lrend seemed 10 damonllt lhe ~nt unul 19)7 

hI Ihill ~ur lhe ~~nmenl lIMlcd ",1'111 "'u caUed ~ Iii "Iff 
CommNl>OII to repon on 1he educational J)'Mftn mlhe SIIdan lIS 
lec.nn'lfMlldall""'S lumed 001 10 be an 'rnpol1lm IindIlW'l on lhe 
"''\I0f)' of cduuhon on llie '\udan. for Ih~ called for. more liberal 
edoclllOll 10 replaao tile !"eSlriclaJ '"OUI>OIII$IJI"hIch dworlCltnzed 
lhe S)Rtm 

A5 ftw IS [nioth5h ..... ~ COI'ICtrntd a _ ",u,huJ fOC' lhe \econIWy 
~Ia!,e .... u daianed 10 nltCt Ihe retlulltmenu of lhe Cambndgt 
(),.erseas E,amlll.llon II "'as I Rellible IYlbibus ""Ih I mar1..ed b.as 
IOl<Iards Ine.B1I.lrt and fomw grammIIr II "'IS IVplClllly a GP.: 
Ipproll\:h Henc:t [n!o!hsh e&me to be IlUght for broJd educatIOnal 
and cultural alms Ind IS In end in ilself 

English bY IIIen hid tSlabMhcd itself IS tIM: official mecbum of 
Instruct"" In both ~ Stlge,nd po>l-_('Ift(bry M~e Th.i) 
SlIWitlOll continued up 10 196"> ... hen ,\Jabie' uaned 10 rqUcc 
gr...... E~h'" " nwdiwnoflnmuctlQ<1l'" the~· Stage 
Howoever ['"!ltth COftlnued to ruflC'lial u medium cl IllSIructl()ll III 
IMIIT)' tdialII.l'I1 OUI 1hi5 clwilit,' ofulI"! two blnK'I'1V" IS medII 
(If instruCIIOI'I 1M educlIoll()I'I CJellaJ pobiemJ and d,fficult~ IS we 
WIaII 5et Iller 

T'hr; penod ...hieh fO/Io¥."«I Arah>c'UUOIl oflhe Second,..., ~Ia!!e 
wrtne~ ~ del(:llOnllion 1M the Jllnd'rds ol ""'gh.•h I<Ih,dI ",ere 
alre.d,!, ~ng IIIVlS ofdeclin~ IS rhe follOWIng IIhle Ind,ules 



Source M,mol,'" or! ducation, FumrIWlIIO"~ OOice, Klwt(.lum 

In len,.r) C'dUUUOft ",t.cn: [ngllsh conlinuC'd [0 be the medIum uf 
in.lnrctlOf\, tlus decline in I"" \undaids of J-.rt¥l',.h b..-~ 10 pmc an 
acaJenu.; r,obIem ffJl" lhe unr.('fS;I~ \llIZ1)' "udelll >f •• lI:d to cope 
.. ,,10 Ilteir [ngh....-medium ~Iudin '\"c('lfdjn~ to \laaTtIll.Jn 
(Ierm :f)I(I:1 • prolCsO<V of ",,!!ltstr II l 1I....·,\Oty ofKlurnwm: 
11'Ic r&pld dKllOC: llf I::nsJI'" 11 MI ,nlmC'dlile thr'aIIO ,he -=ark",;c 
~a/),wd. arod to thoe fuiure of f·as! str IS IlII dTc.:tf\e '\CCCNld.,...., 

IIcnr:t " .. IIC\:~ adlllSimen! and U I ,C'S{'Vnso: 10 lhis der.:lin..: 
of ",alIIh",b 'n ""!i""!- I/It: no.'t'd .... Idl (,)' teKh,1lS Engli_h (ur 
'1'«1(1(" ""If'l"'-' t .-~" i coones in tho: ['llJksb-r"edl~m 111,1 ,\UlrfJn\ 
In "')other l-,J~.lr"fl 10 c!W:>lc '>IUdellh II) co~ "'I~ thelI f nl!l'':oh_ 
n~'um 'tuJil'.'l 

('o">Ct!ue..ji) ;n 197) the I:ngh .... lil1!1U~)te Ser'\.ux t'",1 I t U'l"J 
il l,mCf>U\ of I<.h.itlUUIII ....s 'joel ul' and "I' ',IOf'II"II..",cd bl 
""'ila! <o('f\,~t"'s unlh If[ 01""," le!"I'af)- I,,<lm,tl(!fl$ ~...h u I '11;1 tnll)" 
,,( (o.:,;rl. Ini>er..1\ uf Jam .nd Khanoum P<.>lu<:<:h1lic. t1'lc 
me",IOI of lhe poCWfll "udan t .....'1"1,' or ~clc·n,..e and Te-.:hnol"!!l 
/<;1 \1) .... , t~r DpQred ap!n but IIIiI lillie b a disc,pl'M III ih 
0"" ....,ht LIIIdn IIx Kr("lfl'om 'ESP' un/iJrc Ihe CIIM.n I":' ..hen it 
..~ r(~""'" ~.... Iro U Il!enend lIJIII"lKh tn leKh,,'tl r¥_h 

Tho:: ullr"ducl;." 'r f:~' in lef\l.lr\ ed"';")lio.,,, o;OI1\nb..!rN. 1<) ."ne 
e"enI. II' ""r"'Ht1Ier'l of,hre Sludm,~ '13.1<i<I".1> In £. ..'¥hh.1III tIW 
roll.e<.luentl" kd h' !'>dIn rerf,'I"mOIncc in ,I'rcrr 'lpC'<:lihle' flul 
u"r,,,tullA'eh !h~ unclear and ~",biguou' IlllU! (It e.., as .u"l....... 
\enierr su.b;er.:! "",,,,ra..c<! I~ "udt-nn lLI ..... ell as I1Wl~ "rille '!Jtr 
memb(n tD vIe... " a, I second-rile ,uh}llCt as II ,,·a. r ..ll«I~-d often 
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JoumJ.I ofSc'cIICl: Ill. Tac:hnolo£:C"':;::;-:,"",= _C':"'=- I r,J.!l a.... 
m lack nf ~UN\eSS as indicated in low Quendance I1Id e~aminalion 
rC5ults 

The 1990s "'l1neued lhe laS! de~eIol7'"enl~ mlhe !ilIIUS or[n~'hsh 
In fhe Sudlln ArabI!; ha~ replaced English as medIum of ,nstru.:u"n in 
1I'I1;a.)' edua.!!on and consequelllly h.ls now rightfully ll1ll1lned 115 
ground as the domllamlanguage in the country and IS lhe medium 
of Instruction In Ihe emire ~yslem ofl-ducalion 

rhe chan,llc n01'11 English·m",dium to Arabic-medllHll ~emed 10 
ha\"c settled tile ambiguous status of l'ns1ish ill I he Sudan The role 
of Engll~h now is that oi"a foreign Inngu~SC (rH ., an II ~hould be 
Irealcd ""1mn Ihis Cl)nl~.ct and not as il u~d!O be before 19'>0 .. hen 
it "'as conSidered a.'> >l!\:ood langulI!/e. II least Ililminally, as the 
offICIal medium of inslrUClion while Arabic. In one ",ay or another 
.. as the dcfaCio medium ofinstruClion In many leniary inslitullons 

'ow the Importanl 'lues/Ion ..... ruth poses i tselfi~ Whal art tile 
alm1 ami obJt.'Cti~"fi ofteachiog Eng.h.,h al tertiary Inst,tlltions po~­
Arnbici7..ation~ 

Beanng in iTllnd the uniwr!>al stalus ofrnglish ;11 the YKlrid today 
a, the 11I\gua franca of scicoce and lechnology and as the pllucipal 
languR)!c of commerce and conllnulIICIIlinn as ..... cll as the 
dcvclopmelill in [LT inSide and ouiside 1he 'iudan J) ..,taoornlcd 
e~rhcl ,0 Ihi~ papel,lI ~ppear~ logical aud crluealionally RI1lnopriate 
10 scc the mms Jlld objectives uf le8<;1m18 [n!,!lish to ,Iudents in 
lenia!} cducallUll as dll Instrumenl for primarily ~atntn~ nCCCSS 10 

)pcciali/cd mformallOlI and skills to tllc,r Ipccialtielo Jild for keeping 
ur "'Ih developmenlS on their fields partIcularly III -...;ieoce and 
techoolotl) Slrc\en~ (1970 272)fl1t appeal~ to "'l'l"lrt the,e 
oondus,uns II.< '>l8les that "[fL should I>e ta"!lht l,n ICll'11Ce and 
Ihrou~h '>Cten<:t III th~ firs! insuonce" This l> b~'<.:.1"~ Unt\'eTSIt}' 

studenb encounter mo!!l of Iheir difficuh~~ tn t~ field of 'oI:'cr>ee 
"'hcn Ih._,. u<e [nJ,\hsh as _ forei!!1l1anfl,uaW! "iuch role uflOn.!~,hsh 
huwc~cr, ratt~ .....ilh", the 001118111 of ES 1" 1''' f' (Ln"lish lur 'ipecific 
l' U1P(>-e$ t "Wish fOT A.::adentic Purpo!tCsj where [n~,hsh rS nOl 
laughl f"l it> 0.... " >a~e bUI forpr8ClrcHI , u!llitarianpLUpl''¢~asan 
ItlS\t'iunCllt and ~ mcan~ fur Cllilbll11g lliem 10 j!H'" ~CC"'~ to 
I1lt'mn~Holl III llieu field, Ihr.ouJ!.h th., u...: 01' t 1I~lish 
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The brlneh Df L"," .. r.<:h i5 normaj)~' ~It at lerl,"'" 1I\5I.1,..11GM 

" called • A I' (Ens..... 1\:.11 AGliknnc PutpOWll Dy 11 Wf) naruroe a~ 
a dl.5C'pMt I~ "",,- 1M QUTlaa&. uf tlle.\c ~1OIIaI 
JRI!'luhOIK ...", onmbltlle.'llne cillfKIerutlCl ufbolh erE W_II 
..",pose I,~ J ....lIh,lstwo.dedu<.:.lh('In...msandl~\oe 'il lS" 
with II) p. -aLlIad ImINld,u(' IUld onuNmto'II.Lunl, •• ril, pur ~ , 

<:.0'( I.lSIO' : 
Til ,urn up. tile h,\wry of the In!lltsh ~.lc~hll1u.1II1hc 

Suohn d.LC\ bad.. 10 the beglnlWl(!ofIJrIlOJhrule(1898"I')'6} Ie 
....., (int taught III • ,~nct~ WIV for pr.,alcaland Inftrum':l!lal 
pu~ as • me • .,~ for qu&htvllltC su/',,:wdllwe cmpk',~ tOr 1M 
~Ice of the JO'crf~lit'" rrIoIChI>Ief) II ,U\ '-,\:~h an .·Sp 
apprOldl Tho, 1~n.;I«I ~vo"onNtI r!JeclK.I",," (1'''\(lllIM "JI (0 

19J7 ..hm II ...... ,qllaced bv I ~ bbenl t'dUUI,Ot1 ... here I "" .." 
~ 10 ~ 1**,11 lOr tx-....d edu.:.lI'OIUI_ .... ,t~ .1IIIIt.ed f\,a~ 
to ......rdl lucnture a!Id !r-.w In I_~ "~I~h ...... fl.'f'lxd t') 
Ar~c I) medIUm of inRmdlOn 111 the: Steot>dollV S.-.,IIoI."rh u 
cbnlinu.ed \0 lie ,nedlLlm of Instrucll~'n In (clharv ed~lI00 
lIo...-r.cr. Ihe dedlf\<: or1M: ~lanJard\ ('>! tn~<h p;illiudar', 'f! I~ 

lile lQ(:oO, hc\lilll f(I po>e an a~ademK 1-"vbIan 1(" manY",,"Yr:f'!IIt\ 
~1"d.:'1l' fail«! toJ to~ "'II> Iheir t- ,,~h<h·tH~"l.IllIm \I"UI(:~ I ten..c IIIe 
need w;a;. tell tor lca.h1f1!l L.,P ~~ U • tll''l(lI~e "rublern 
soIulion MOI(;oJV1.'!'. MablUzallun or len...", rd..IUII "m rn the taft, 
199()s 1«I11oed 10 have ~II~"" lhe- 'n!>l!lll"''' \Y.II'> of(h~ rn!!l 
Ian~e ,n the ,",1ciMt 
t-n\lh<.h .. lit'''' .I t-""eI!j1ll.u~ and" .n... r4d be ImII,-d,,!I<JdI 
t"r'tlcnn",~. !he ,,"C ot tea:hrlll!: t-.I\:lr!oll ... 11."11."" '1ftS11lut:,,", r\ 
wrm I.J,~ ~,." • "iI' I \I'.ok 10 e~.I,d~"'h h) jIIn'~Ch< to 
~lin:d rnl< '-_10< III lho.;t ~II~~~~ l'trO<l~h the 
1>'"1: "f I n.·JI' 

No", Ihco "ud~ "I t- ,·h!oh III letti,'Y hi ,tr..'Iti I' " IIllf 1'1'/'0' a; 
",·ell ., • IIm~cblly 'CljIIlmnt'nt -\\X,lf4ll!tc1,., hu I'.--..rHbtv 
beo:,noe • compot.tUl) BOO an ex.lllm.hle '''''lett 1'<" 1.11 un"eo-"I'II 
,LUdell!, u:~nllc,t of then h:veI~ or <P<'ClahlC' 11•• , ,nild" 01 Ihe 
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loumal of SClQIt(: &: TedmolOID 

Trouble facin¥ ES P aoo ESP Teachers semu to sprmg largely from 
The ambtguous and unoertalll status of ESP in the univerSITIes It is a 
r~uh of what Gnt.ves (1975) f14) calls ~he formal nnd infonnal 
order' I'.luch refers to how an institutIon is supposed 10 work 
~coorchn!! 10 officl.Il policle$ and how il actually "'uli:$ as ~rcci~-ed 
a"d operated by ItS members lbus al1hough English is 00100 a 
compul5Ofy and an e.,aminable subject across the woole university 
accordm!! !O official polici~s, what Bcrually goes on in many 
umversity depanments is olten inconSlstcnT wi1h the.'Ie policies and al 
IIll1es even r~isl:ml 10 them. There mc often marl<ed variullons at 
leniary ;nstiluliolls regarding ItS academic weight as weU as l he 
scope aoo numbel uf hours allocated [0 it Such ucgallvc practice; 
often rene.:! ~1"'CIy upon [he LSI' teacher, and affect their 
position partlcularl} lhole who are ~rullcd as "Inslruclors" 

HO"CI'CI", Y I$sm (1999 214)( 15J ldenufies lhe lop fi"" problems 
",hleb appear 10 be facing ESPIEAP at Ihe unil'o:nnies in the Sudan 
tn rank orlkr u folluws 
1 amhl~I"ly nnd uncenainlv ofESI'EAP st31US as .... ell as IhIIl of ItS 
tcachef~ 

2 lack of ~lIltable ICddulIg materials and pmll in!! faclht ,,,s 
.1 F$PiEAP leacher lrlmm!:!. 
4 llme1ablmg 
5 Clu5 size 
Illmee, any allCmpl 10 upgrade tm: stundards of hlgJi~h in lertlal), 

education In the Sudnn should address these prnhlclIIS as lOp 
pnont'es 

laSI bUI not le;t~1 it might be appropriate In round On-lhls lftlde b~ 
rcf"mn!! l!!ntrl 10 tl.... m -a1IY bo:tw<'en AraI»c and Ell¥lt!>h In the 
Sudan as reflected bl lhe C0ll1lnlKlW sl'.ingmg of the pendulum 
ben-een them thrOllghout [he ~o'" cenlury, Ii was n ri~311} that 
could be ,~ed m ns .... ider conte.~t 3. a Qll1u.al connict between llIl 
,"'ad'ng ror~~gtl cu1tu~ and a reSisting local cuhure Earl:-- in this 
papcl I ha,'o qU01ed "andell (1 ClS1 3)17] !>8\'lng thm " adJTl[ntslle1l0n 
of UIIIi,1i I \lIe had be!:!.un and .... "11 II IIIc /, "!:!.Iish language found 8 
foothold III an alien lalld dommated b~ Arabic 8nc11s1nlll " Now the 
parado, here 1$ Ihal JUSt exactl) a Cenllll'l' aOef flmish conquest the 
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'.hen !~nd· " ~l!-lln d"mIM,ed I'» ,\.~.nd hl.m and .~'n the 
_"'e".IIS nI • f..... .,.,n in\ Ihl(ln from '''f $lmt pobhcal quar'l.:n. &ft 
1uo.>lTltR\t over lhe «)WIIIY It·, rtalh 001: 0.( d~ 11'\_ ....f ",\1,>1'1- In 
1"1\ ClIum~ I I, .. ,,,,, rtall} rtpeau 'Itelf' 

ROtNI''''(ES 
I 0'''''1.., R. i I'IR!lJ. 'The f-nsl'$" IanllW)tt 'n II glohal Ct>o1e->.1 In 
Qu,,1.. K and \~ oJJo",>()n. HG led., ' -,"".,'" in.tIt \\orld 
1~lt<;h'n~ Mnd leolrn,n,W Ihe lani!ua!o:~ and Iot~'f~I,;fC (~",b.id~e 

l'n,,~n,,~ I'rc\•. LOIldon 
2. 'tach,. N. 111,01 \luundurd.... (1""1) I n~h'" for "f'C':.I;'; 
I'tu,,,"'..es I OI1tJIlWl. London. 

l !'I......,. J . (I'I~). 'I HilLIng lhe l.lcrailKe In !tach.n!! re'oea.eh 

paper In ·II ·\OL\oOI(21)'u(l) l,I,a.mn~lonU(' 


4 "n"fn,," ., 119"'''). 'ipecw-porpuot Wt!l".11< lu....... . 

(In'P<<II,e ~I""'t'\< artocle In lMl"u<ll..... and 1_"lSIkeS'''....f..:h 

.... ('>1( 10, no, 1 1 i ....nd<'" 

~ \\ iddo"soll . lie; i " ~-'I. E~l'Io•.u.>N ,n Arrl'cd I •• ,>1":) 


(h,fo"lln"'~'''I'' '''e,· 

co-rt., J . .... ( 1 91~" ('".nculum Renc:",aJ In !l.,.hI.....1 for....!!n 

L.ngu'fl:c Wonlnll (J.:ford 1.. ...,('1 .." Prn'. Oxford 

7 Sandtll , L... jI'I1I2). Enghsh Languaer ,n SlIIbn "H'~lur\i of liS 

Tellclt'llI,nd l'olilKS lundon..lthaca Prc<;~ 


11 Suda" (;OHm"'"'I. ,\nflUMI Nfl",r1(II}OZ). ICII~ In 


-llpnl I%<> 7) {QJ 

9 11,.,,1. M.l ( 1"661. 'The rolf of ~nj.lhsh In ItIt Slld~n In 

I'roca'd,ngs of the (onr.....mcc (IJI [n,!!I1'" ,'I cite SuJan .s..hool 01 

hI!' MU1lIISII,Khe!. l'..vcnrtyofKhartoom 

IO.l.ot'd ('.-U (I'Hll).. 1\ \I .\ga'II ItqKll1 ()II 1110: Sudin 
I t)t'I2(d I ~2<) I ondon 11\190 
11 .:,..dll1 (.0' fm mt'nl , C.",mOM""n or InJp«ltolt or (.;ordon 
\lHllomll ( Ol~f ( 1'2') \1,"'5m of Edl)C.lII('l Knanoom 
12 /\bcmiHln, 0\1 . n"10). 'Some 1\{l'tC1' oc bllIlIJI;~".11I In 

U",'('IMI" tdll(.lhon. In Moe." Slud,", P.!"Cf 1\0 JO \lId~n 

R~".h Lnrl. llnl\clll1y ofK"arloonr 

..,Vol 4(112110' 

http:Wt!l".11
http:re'oea.eh


:'cw","o":':O:f:":'""C"~'"';,;'"'~~'ru::::""'",,,,,--,=,,,:c-;"--,=, ....1ilJI, ,,laJI .iJ.,... 
-13.Stl"rHILS. r .( 197(J).' The medium or in$lruClion afld the 
fiJrmulation ofSCIcnllfoc concepts' In IRAAL. vol (91 No(l 
14.Gr~,·tlj, t,; .F ( 19;5). ' CornrnumcallQIl and language.' In FnC' 
Arclllc\'e-~ 9~4 OX ONX. London 
IS.Y~ ~s jn. :\. ( 1')'J9). Tile l\ccd for ESP/lOA!' I cacher Tramlng In 
!ludanc$e Tertiary IIISIi!Ulions l'osl-Arablcil~lion l,Jnpub li<;hcd 
I'h [) II1~is ~Rcully of Ans. Uniyer~ily of Khanoum 

• 

• 

• 

Vol ~(I) 2UlI; lOU] (1)4 .:I.... 


