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Abstract

This study is concerned with the ever growing and ever changing
housing problem in Khartoum state. Reviewing theories and philosophy of
housing and the planning and design standards with the Habitat
recommendations this problem is put in focus.

The research adopted a pragmatic approach in studying the causes of
the problem and analyzing the policies and the projects executed and in action.
It started with Slum clearance programs and re-planning schemes of old parts
of towns. Then government projects to house its employees in Khartoum and
Khartoum North. With the limited resources (less than 2% of N.G.P.) for
housing, site and service schemes became the major viable projects to house
all in need.

Experimenting on low cost housing using local building materials, the
Ministry of housing executed projects for low and middle income groups in
the three towns and Atbara. Surveys were conducted on these projects
concerning the economic, social, environmental, design and construction
aspects of them. Three projects were studied in details as case studies.

Evaluation of the government policies and projects to arrest the housing
problem seems to fail in terms of equity and not compatible with affordability
of the target groups. Hence the study proposes a different approach starting
with a comprehensive national economic and social development plans to
arrest migration to the capital and to put an end to land speculations and
adopting scientific planning and suitable designs based on development of

local building materials and affordability.
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