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Abstract
This study attempts to shed light on imported and locally manufactured

plastic products in Sudan, and the impact of plastic mould design and
processes on such products. The study also attempts to investigate the
reasons behind the disappearing of the traditional design features of the
Rakwah (a traditional ablution vessel) from its plastic successors. The
study utilizes a descriptive analytical methodology to collect, describe
and analyze both traditional and current products to understand the
constraints and look for designing and manufacturing a new product
that retains the design features of the Rakwah and simultaneously
satisfies the todays functional, aesthetical and marketing requirements.
The Results show that there is a serious lack of design aesthetics in both
imported and locally plastic ablution vessels. It also show that available
manufacturing capabilities can be utilized to aesthetically design and
produce plastic products that relate to the culture and traditions.
Recommendations call for localization of design and manufacture of
plastic products in Sudan, through giving industrial designers a major

role in the design process.
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