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Abstract

This study attempts at assessing EFL university students' essay writing.
The purpose of this study is to measure students' ability in using correct
grammar and mechanics in essay writing. It also aims to explore whether
students can use thoughts systematically and logically or not. The study
uses a test and a questionnaire for data collection. The test is administered
to a sample of 89 of EFL third-year students in the Department of
English, Teachers' College and Faculty of Education, University of
Dalanj, batch 2012 at the academic year 2014-2015. The questionnaire
was distributed to (15) English language lecturers at four different
universities (Dalanj, Kordofan, West Kordofan and Asalam) in order to
assess their responses to the main research questions. The study uses the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) for analyzing the data.
Analysis showed that 95.5% of the participants failed to write well
organized and legible essay. The findings also indicated that participants
are unable to use correct punctuation and capitalization. Many spelling
mistakes are dominant in students' written texts. The findings also
revealed that students cannot use correct grammar and the texts lack
cohesion and coherence. Moreover, participants could not evaluate, revise
and correct their written texts to produce good written text. In the light of
these findings, it is recommended that grammatical rules are required to
be taught to students to help them write more communicatively and
meaningfully and also to design courses in writing skill to encourage EFL

students to write both free and controlled writings at university level.
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