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Abstract

This study aims at investigating language needs among Saudi medical
students in the preparatory year at Shagra University. Students who enroll
in medical colleges face up a problem manifest in absence of cognitive
language knowledge and skills required to enhance the learning conditions.
Although the medium of instruction in all medical fields is English, students’
grasp of English language is seemingly poor. This ailing situation is further
felt in their appeal to their tutors to shift from teaching in English to Arabic.

So, preliminary students can hardly make their way and communicate in
English .The significance of this study rests on the fact that medical students
are expected to have a highly communicative competence and performance
while studying and after graduation. The study attempts to investigate
students' language needs in order to satisfy the above cited goal.

The researcher adopted a mixed method (quantitative and qualitative).
Two questionnaires (one for medical students and another for ESP
teachers at Shagra University) and an interview for ESP teachers were
conducted to collect data from the participants.These data were
statistically analyzed and the most important findings were as follows:
English for Specific Purpose (ESP) empowers students with skills and
knowledge of medical terminology to communicate effectively in
various medical contexts. 81.6% of the students consider speaking and
writing to have more impact on enhancing medical students'
communicative skills compared to listening and reading.

Teachers do appreciate the necessity of language needs analysis for its
impact on identifying students' weaknesses and strengths in linguistic
knowledge that facilitate learning and understanding.

It is recommended that further studies to be conducted to investigate the
students' communicative needs in general and ESP learners' needs in
particular to satisfy their English language requirements.



Abstract

Arabic Version
dus) Al Laliiins
Mo s Jeolgill wlobizWdxid] awl)a)l o3n g
aSlMJL ,9|).n.w dzolxy ay ol dwd) (ulall ) Lus]l
alSuino woubadl Hlwadl OMb azlgs . as5g2mdl a2l
agilll ol lgall o agalll 48 ,moll Olads (6 Jioi dxbra>
Ol o el . pleidl Jo 9 Gz (39 Logilz lizy QLU
Ol asul¥l aslll o owu,aill (b desisel | azlll
3. (aw,mdl) pY pgisd plaiml ol Oy mas oMl
il Joloill (o8 djomo 0937 (razminsall LMol
Mo ol adsin) awl)al 0id arodl ol .l
Joolgill e shol g 6elaSs Tgsion ol gbgin caladl luall
4J_9L>~o a.w|J.)J| P 0.74.” 2y 9 cuuulJ.)“ ¢l
oW asd=u¥ aslll OMla) asgelll olslis Y
dadall
5. ( 255 9 raS) alalizall aiplall cas Ll pasiwl

tnaly 38 20l 5V 5 Ol Lab ool psilarion] g0
o) lais 635lwYl o wWlio Joc asloyl (£l a4
WSl 9 aogrmldl an ye=ll aSlaodl ¥ wloglall
o0 5 aslasYl lzall crorziwl o (ol ans)aulall
Sl Jly pi i
W 8 oWl Lgd] Jogs il wlid] el alios

Ml anladl ol ,eW a =Y axlll gio e
oS o)l olxllanll aol=l as 4mall 5 ollgall,
o)l ol cilize (o adless Jolsidl o lgiSais

o alSUl g dslrall O] M%sl 6

Linbg ¢ LowslST JLolgill s (s8]l i8I
&Lo.uuyl 9 o$|)_nJ| Jl.m.u.uyl wJLg.o.ngLn.o
a8 il g wblisYl Jud= awanl Ml i,
loo Ml s gzl a9 20l 59all o casiall bolgo
ogall 5 plodl diguis 59 palusy



ul.>Lu.>| uouJ doolall ol.wb.x” a9l Q| uoh.” O Y
Mo wllizl ¢ dole ayjudzdl asll Lolgll OMall
Logio JS wlllaio anli) ols aulall jol 12

List of Contents
Chapter Topic Page

Dedication |
Acknowledgements 11
Abstract (English) 111
Abstract (Arabic) IV
List of Contents \Y
List of Tables IX
List of Abbreviations XI1
List of Appendices XIII

Chapter One

Introduction

1-1 Overview

1-2 Statement of the Problem

1-3 Objectives of the Study

1-4 | The Significance of the Study

1-5 Questions of the Study

1-6 Hypotheses of the Study

VAR RIWWIN|[F

1-7 Methodology

Chapter Two

Literature Review




2-1 Overview 6
2-2 The Origins of English for Specific Purposes | 6
2-3 Notions about English for Specific Purposes 8
2-3-1 | Absolute and Variable Characteristics of 8

English for Special Purpose
2-3-2 | The Purpose of the "ESP" Programme 10
2-4 Types of ESP 11
2-4-1 | English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) 12
2-4-2 | English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 13
2-4-3 | Development of EAP 14
2-5 An outline of Needs Linguistic Theory 15
2-5-1 | Needs Analysis 15
2-5-2 | Conducting Needs Analysis and Its Rationale | 16
2-5-3 | Register Analysis 17
2-5-4 | Discourse Analysis 19
2-5-5 | Genre Analysis 22
2-6 Receptive and Productive Skills 24
2-6-1 | Receptive Skills 27
2-6-1-1 | Reading Skill 27
2-6-1-2 | Listening Skill 31
2-6-2 | Productive Skills 36
2-6-2-1 | Writing Skill 37
2-6-2-2 | Speaking Skill 47
2-7 Previous Related Studies 52
2-8 Summary of the Chapter 60

Chapter Three

Research Methodology

3-1 Overview 61
3-2 Methodology 61
3-3 Research Design 61
3-3-1 Quantitative Research 63
3-3-1-1 | Questionnaires 64
3-3-1-1-1 | The Questionnaire Sample 66
3-3-1-1-2 | Developing and Piloting The Questionnaire 67




3-3-1-1-3 | Content and Format of the Final 69
Questionnaire
3-3-1-1-4 | Administering the Questionnaire 69
3-3-1-1-5 Analysis of Questionnaire Data 70
3-3-2 Qualitative Research 72
3-3-2-1 | Interview 74
3-3-2-1-1 | The Interview Sample 77
3-3-2-1-2 | Interview Preparation and Design 77
3-3-2-1-3 | Piloting the Interview 78
3-3-2-1-4 | Conducting the Interview 79
3-3-2-1-5 | Analysis of Interview Data 81
3-4 Research Population 82
3.5 Reliability 83
3.6 Validity 85
3.7 Summary of the Chapter 87
Chapter Four
Data Analysis, Results and Discussion
4-1 Overview 88
4-2 Analysis of Data 88
4-2-1 Analysis for Students Questionnaire 89
4-2-2 Analysis for Teachers Questionnaire 106
4-2-2-1 | Analysis for Teachers Interview 116
4-3 Identical Items in Both Questionnaires 124
4-4 Discussion 132
4-5 Testing Hypotheses 135
4-5-1 Hypothesis (1) 135
4-5-2 Hypothesis (2) 137
4-5-3 Hypothesis (3) 138
4-5-4 Hypothesis (4) 138
4-5-5 Hypothesis (5) 139
4-6 Summary of the Chapter 140
Chapter Five

Conclusions and recommendations

5-1 Overview 141




5-2 Findings 141
5-3 Recommendations 143
5-4 Suggestions for Further Studies 143
References 145
Appendices 155
List of Tables:




Table No. | Titles Page
(3-1) Research Target population 83
(3.2:A) Students' Reliability Table 84
(3.3:A) Students' Validity Table 84
(3-2:B) Teachers' Reliability Table 85
(3-3:B) Teachers' Validity Table 85
4.2.1) Students' Descriptive Statistics for Section one 89
4.2.2) Students' One sample Test for Section One 89
(4.2.3) Students' Frequency Responses Item [1] 89
4.2.4) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [2] 90
(4.2.5) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [3] 91
(4.2.6) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [4] 91
(4.2.7) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [5] 92
(4.2.8) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [6] 92
(4.2.9) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [7] 93
(4.2.10) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [8] 94
(4.2.11) Students' Descriptive Statistics for Section Two 94
(4.2.12) Students' One Sample Test for Section Two 95
(4.2.13) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [9] 95
(4.2.14) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [10] 96
(4.2.15) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [11] 96
(4.2.16) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [12] 97
(4.2.17) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [13] 97
(4.2.18) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [14] 98
(4.2.19) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [15] 99
(4.2.20) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [16] 99
(4.2.21) Students' Descriptive Statistic for Section Three 100
(4.2.22) Students' One Sample Test for Section Three 100
(4.2.23) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [17] 100
(4.2.24) Students' Frequency Table for Item [18] 101
(4.2.25) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [19] 102
(4.2.26) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [20] 102
(4.2.27) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [21] 103
(4.2.28) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [22] 103
(4.2.29) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [23] 104
(4.2.30) Students' Frequency Responses for Item [24] 105
(4.2.31) Students' Correlation Coefficient for Sections [1-2-3] 105
(4.2.32) Teachers' Descriptive Statistic for Section Four 106
(4.2.33) Teachers' One Sample Test for Section Four 106
(4.2.34) Teachers' Frequency Responses for Item [1] 106
(4.2.35) Teachers' Frequency Responses for Item [2] 107
(4.2.36) Teachers' Frequency Responses for Item [3] 108
(4.2.37) Teachers' Frequency Responses for Item [4] 108




List of Abbreviations:

CCQ: Communicative Competence Questionnaire
EAP: English for Academic Purpose.

EBE: English for Business and Economics.

ECST: English Curriculum for Science and Technology
EFL: English as a foreign language or a second language.
EOP: English for Occupational Purpose.

ESL: English as a Second Language

ESP: English for Specific Purposes.

ESS: English for Social Studies.

EST: English for Science and Technology.

GE: General English

GEP: General Purposes English.

IPA: Institute of Public Administration

L.2: Second Language

NA: Needs Analysis

SA: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

10



List of Appendices:

Appendix (A) Students' Questionnaire

Appendix (B) Teachers' Questionnaire

Appendix (C 1-10) Samples of ESP Teachers' Interview
Appendix (D) List of Referees

Appendix (E) Students' Reliability Total Statistics
Appendix (F) Teachers' Reliability Total Statistics

11



