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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at searching and analyzing Jordan's water resources management and
its effect on Jordan national security. It also aims at raising the problems and challenges
in managing the water crisis that Jordan faces. Moreover, it aimed at analyzing the -Geo-
political challenges for Jordan’s water security in the light of the changing situations in the
Middle East regions. Consequently, this study is meant to reach a strategic management
for the Jordan's water resources and suggesting future visions to deal with the water
crisis.

The descriptive — analytical method was adopted in this study and it was based on five
hypotheses —The first one is the insufficiency of the present water resources for future
needs and the need to search for alternative ones. The second is the need to an efficient
management for the present water resources to satisfy Jordan’s water needs, this
management should be based on a national strategy that requires a comprehensive
governmental approach in water management to overcome the present water shortage.

The third is the inability of the present administration of water resources to
face the water problems to limit water waste and maintain the quality and
sustainability of water resources.

The fourth is the struggle on water resources and its relation to the water
policies of the neighboring countries in addition to the Israeli expansionist
ambitions in the area and its effect on national and regional security.

The fifth is the effect of the peace process on the regional co-operation and the

development of co-projects to solve the water crisis in the region. The study states,

analyses and searches the factors related to the Arab waters in the middle east and the
regional security challenges in addition to the position of water in the regional security

Lite rature as well as the threats and challenges to the Jordanian national security. It also

searches the present position of water management from all aspects, legislative,

organizational and administrative management of the water sector in Jordan The study is
consolidated with tables, maps, and graphs to clarify the dimensions of the water crisis
and its impact on the Jordanian national security.

After revealing the problems and obstacles and testing hypotheses, the study moves to the
issue of water security and its effect on the strategic management of the water resources.

A vision has been suggested about the strategic management of Jordan's water resources,
too. The study proposed an analytic scheme for a future vision to strategic management of
the water sector and the possible strategic alternatives in the timely manner of
implementation. It also suggested a national strategy for managing the Jordanian water
resources. This strategy includes a nlan for developing administration in water and
irrigation ministry and a plan fc 2r conservation schemes. It also includes
a plan for protecting the water | llition and waste in addition to the
implementation of modern methuus ur water nvestment.

The study Came out with the following results:

1.  The water crisis is a present and future factor of the Arab national
security, The struggle for water in the area is considered the most important
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struggle existing between the Arab regional systems and neighboring countries
which compete over water resources.

2.  The demand for water in Jordan exceeds the supply for several reasons;
the most important of which is the limited water resources and The Israeli
plundering of these resources. Moreover, there is a clash of interests with the
neighboring countries regarding the commonly shared waters.

3.  The available strategic alternatives to develop Jordan's water resources
are limited to desalinating of sea waters and salty water, recycling waste water,
carrying out the Red Sea — Dead Sea canal and importing water from other
countries. But these projects are costly and need mutual and regional
cooperation among the related projects.

4.  Despite the full exploitation of the present water resources to the
maximum; Jordan has witnessed a growing deficiency in supplying water for
various uses. To face this deficiency and the expected water crisis in the future,
medium and long — term water strategies should be adopted. Furthermore,
efforts should be exerted to supply there resources through the available
strategic alternatives.
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