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ABSTRACT

This study aims at knowing the philosophical concepts of sculpture in ancient Sudanese
civilization. The study presents a comprehensive review of the basic Sudanese studies with a
detailed record of Sudan ancient history. It makes analysis of some sculptural works that
related to both Karma Kingdom (2500 — 450 BC), and during the irrigated period of the
second half Cush Royal Family (270 — 350 BC). The study has given the hypothesis, the
problems, and objectives on which it stands, enough attention as shown in attaining the results
of the research analyzes.



The researcher has tackled the various concepts, the terminologies that are commonly used or
not, by explaining them showing their artistic meaning especially for sculpture. It is found that
there are two different ways for formulating sculptural work. The research also discussed the
different ways of implanting the sculptural work by using solid material, shaping flexible
materials, showing the difference reference of the word ‘sculpture’ according to the raw
material used.

It turns out that there are two different ways to formulate a sculptural work of any type. The
study talks about different ways to carry out the work of sculpture with reference to the
material used solid or flexible. It explained the various meaning of the word “sculpture” which
varies according to the nature of the material of the implementation.

Part of the search is set for sculpture since it has more significance than the other kinds of art.
It is visual and applied art. Also it touched on the meaning of the word relief sculpture and its
equivalents: engraving, drilling and carving inside a cavity. It mentions the different types of
sculpture whether it is light or severe outcropping jutting and the others.

The search also tickles the style and what affects it and the impact of the environment and raw
material on sculpting. The study focuses on the history of Karma Kingdom extensively in the
field of Fine Arts and with regard to the field of works of relief sculpture and relief. It also
conducts historical and artistic study for the Kingdom of Meroe to know the cultural and
artistic relations which compiled it with other civilizations. The intensive and concise results
that the study came out with is due to the content analysis as a method in the research that
describes the apparent artwork objectively and qualitatively description - and so concentrating
its approach on its content analysis - as well as analyzing functions of sculpture within the
descriptive method, analyzing and explaining the artwork that were chosen to test the two eras
after returning to some methods and experiences. The research problem focuses on dealing
with this type of sculpture to explain a lot of questions about the civilization of Sudan in the
period set by the study as well as to deny or prove that the practice of relief sculpture was out
of philosophical or other motive - as well as by studying this type of sculpture to try to come
out with the historical method, that prevailed in previous studies to the space philosophical
analytical descriptive studies. This study aims at shedding light on the philosophical
implications and expressive contents, revealing the local dimensions and the external
influences that affect the culture and heritage that area during this period. The researcher used
man ways and methods such as the descriptive method in addition to observation, content
analyzes, and tours. All these have led to some findings that can be summarized in that relief
sculpture of the two civilizations had enjoyed exclusiveness in its formation, style, and
contents. Also cultural borrowing does not detract it from its character. The study also shows
that the art of sculpture was subject to the rules of the priesthood and the Sultans, therefore its
greatness and decay ages respond the fluctuations and glories of the Sultans.
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