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Abstract

This study was carried out to determine factors affecting small-scale farmers’
decision on the selection of high-risky cultivated crops in the Northern Rural
area of Bahri locality, Khartoum state, through studying the socioeconomic
characteristics of the farmers, classifying farmers according to their degrees
of risk aversion, and determining the factors affecting farmers’ decision,
including microfinance, on the selection of high risks crop for cultivation. The
study also derives some functions based on gender, availability of finance,
and farmers’ wealth. The study was conducted in the North area of
Khartoum State in the period from December 2013 to May 2014. Data were
collected from 60 farms by mean of questionnaire. Stratified random
sampling technique was used in the data collection. Descriptive statistical,
index numbers and robust regression analysis were used to reach the stated
objectives. Results revealed that, high risk averter small-scale farmers came
in the first position with the percentage 37% followed by risk lover (23%). It
also revealed the presence of direct relation between high risk crops and
high profitability, the order of cultivated crops according to their riskiness
and profitability, from the farmers’ point of view, were tomatoes, potatoes
and onions. Results also indicated the existence of highly significant
relationships between micro-finance, farmer’s wealth, and gender in one
side and the selection of the riskiest crop in another side. Small-scale
farmers’ decisions on the selection of the cultivated crops were dramatically

affected by crop riskiness of other highly profitable crops. The study stressed

IX



in the importance of micro-finance on the farmer’s decision to select high

risky and profitable crops.
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MARTIN, M. M. 2011, Crop choices and land productivity on rented land in
Northern Ethiopian High land, Norwegian University of life sciences.
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