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Abstract

-



The study aims to evaluate the programs that protect children from the misuse
of the internet. A number of these programs were selected and were evaluated using
analytical and descriptive methods. Most significant results shows that most of the
protective programs are in English language which makes it difficult for some parents to
use them effectively especially in Arab societies. Moreover, some programs are
complex to use, other programs are to be provided with the addresses of the web sites to
be hidden from the children. These are then added to the database of the program. The
results also showed that most programs concentrate on controlling the time of computer
usage by children. This time is determined by the parents. The programs do not deal
with the contents of the subject browsed by children. Based on the results the
researcher recommends that; the authority of the family in dealing with their children
regarding the use of modern information technology should be based on dialogues and
discussion, and they should provide their children with the insights of the risks,
advantages and disadvantages of using the internet. Moreover, religious advices should
play influential role in exploring the harmfulness of internet misuse. Finally, the
researcher recommends for choosing good programs that protects the children online,
and he also recommends for the amendment of the programs that work to protect
children from the misuse of the internet, taking into account the cultural issues when

designing such programs.
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