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Abstract

The point of focus of this study is the problems of economic
development of the small farmers . Many obstacles meet this issue in the
form of the cultural concept of the targeted groups of the development
process, there is then the impact of these concepts on accepting modernity
and new concepts , such as the behavior related to labour, production,
distribution , consumption, savings and investments .. etc.

Accordingly , the research aims at the determination of the
prevailing cultural and economic values in the research community .
Hence, it delves inot studying the impact of agricultural financing , on
those values, in this realm; the assumption was that the activation of such
financing would be more relevant to the process of economic
development .

For this purpose, the study adopted the empirical approach for the
field study ; likewise, the researcher chose the historical descriptive
approach, so as to cover the previous studies . In addition . There is the
content analysis for some folklore in the study area.

For the collection of data and the measurement of values, the
researcher used the questionnaire method and content analysis .

Likewise, the interview technique was used by the researcher, in
meeting the subjects, staying and living with them for more than a week,
in addition to the log experience of the researcher with the research
community .

For the analysis of the data , the researcher used the percentage ratio
for the description analysis , and Chi Square. Test for measuring the
significant difference .

The most important findings of the study were as :

- The basic cultural and economic values of the rural

communities — and witch were described by ( Roger 1983)

are absolute for the ( 21% century) in view of the

communications and information revolution which made the

isolation of the traditional ( Rural) community impossible .

A further finding was the land had a great value amongst the

subjects, financing had great and appositive impact on the value.
For this , from amongst the various independent variables concerned ,
the economic conditions had their explicit effect on the value of land.

- Likewise, it had been proved that agriculture had a

grand value, which rested upon religious beliefs, as being (

Halal, Blessed) and combined with traditional concepts as

being the product of the land of the forefathers , and place of



birth of

Individuals. In addition there were the economical feasibility of
agricultural . Also, from amongst the various variables, age , level of
education , position in the group and the level of income has a celar
effect on agricultural values.

- As for the values pertaining to destiny , most of the subjects

don’t occupy then selves with this , they are rather positive

in their thinking , meanwhile , educational level, economic

condition and training on the consolidation of this positive

thinking .

The values of the community group are those , which prevail in the
study area. Financing had positively affected those values . As for the
other variables , they had no effect mentioned .

In this context, the values , which direct irrational consumption,
were the prevailing pattern in study area . Amongst the various variables,
the level of education had a clear effect on the values of consumption
likewise, the wvalues which direct irrational expenditure, were also
prevailing . These were based on traditional and religious values, such as,
the association of expenditure with the deep faith in god, generosity and
social status. Financing , then alone from amongst the various variables,
had its positive effect on these values.

THE preferred investment of the poor , in the study area , is in
agriculture, next to it .

Comes cattle breeding . Yet younger generations prefer investing in
non-agricultural .

Activities, while older people prefer agricultural investment prefer
investing in

Non-agricultural activities .

Money was one of the important determinations of social status.
Next to money , comes religiousness, followed by knowledge . Yet land
ownership and power had no effect in determining social status .

The research has resulted in some recommendations, the most
important of which are : There is a necessity to develop a value-frame
work which contains the positive values which cope with the spirit of the
age and the basic human values.

Such framework shall be indicator for measuring the impact of the
development programmes on small farmers.



There i1s a necessity for surveying the values of the small
farmers, before the implementation of the rural development

Programmes ; this would avail deterring the expected mutual
effect amongst these values and rural development programmes .

There is a need for setting strategies and the activities, which
makes these values encouraging motivating the rural development
activities .

There is great need for avoiding the free services and relief
efforts, the reason to avoid emphasis on the negative values and
concepts of dependence on others . This must be accompanied with
offering the required credit, to avail farmers of the power of
fulfilling the needs of the productive process. Credit should not be
given for succeeding years , without need for it , this is important
for the diffusion of the values of self dependence and avoiding
enhancing the belief in destiny .
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