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Abstract

This study, (the Quranic approach to crime-prevention) discusses the paramount issue of
fostering security and peace for the individual as well as society.

The study acquires an added relevance given the increasing prevalence in many Muslim
societies of Western lifestyles and modes of thinking which are in many ways
incompatible with the laws and spirit of the Sharia.

I decided to embark on this study in order to formulate a cohesive, authentic, legalistic
Islamic system that would deter Muslims from committing crime. This dimension
(prevention and deterrence) is very significant since many man-made laws deal with the
subject from the perspective of punishment, not prevention. (example: most western laws
allow pornography and promiscuous mixing of men and women which often lead to the
occurrence ofthe crime of rape).

Hence, the application and implementation of the Quranic concept of prevention through
spiritual upbringing (Islamic education) has an immense effect in safeguarding society
and individuals from the ills afflicting non-Islamic societies.

Islam considers as paramount the preservation of religion, body, mind, off-spring and
wealth. These are considered vital interests that should be protected and preserved.

Needless to say, these stipulations and proscriptions to that effect are well- engraved in
both the Quran and Hadith.

The Quran is Islam’s eternal constitution. It is also the first and central source of the
Shara or Islamic Law. Hence, this study analyzes and synthesizes the Quranic
philosophy of crime-prevention, not only through proscribed punishments (hudud) , but
also by creating positive alternatives that discourage not only the perpetration of crime,
but the psychological propensity to do so.

Basically, the awareness that Allah is watching our thinking and behavior is the main
factor discouraging the occurrence of crime. In this way, when a Muslim realizes that
Allah is watching him or her, he or she will have less tendency to commit a crime and
indulge in sinful life. Thus it can be said that those who do commit a crime have a certain
blemish or flaw in their faith. But this aspect can be tackled even before the occurrence
of the crime itself by inculcating young Muslim generations with the virtual values about
Halal (doing what is right) and Haram (avoiding what is wrong).

Ibadat ( rituals ) have multiple goals pertaining to the preservation of virtue and the
prohibition of vice. They play an important role in fostering a moral life that would
shield Muslims not only from engaging in criminal behaviors, but also from falling into a
sinful psychological environment that is conducive to committing a crime.



Let us consider the following crime-prevention themes and see how Israel treated each
case:

Qathf: Qathfis defined is “slander, defamation or calumny.” It is a deliberate, malicious
smear aimed at besmirching the honor and reputation of a Muslim female or male. In this
case, Islam doesn’t wait until the crime is carried out, but lays out a set of principles
aimed keeping society at large in a state of purity.

Among other things, these principles include the strict prohibition of lying and leveling
false accusations against innocent people, especially women, without absolute proofs.

The Holy Quran also establishes meticulous methods to ascertain truth. It also fights
rumors by vowing severe punishments for perpetrators, both in this world and the
hereafter.

Adultery —Fornication: Islam deals with the sin of fornication/adultery in a clearly
preventive manner. Hence, prior to prohibiting this grave sin and punishing perpetrators,
Islam urges individuals “to refrain from getting close to fornication and adultery”.

People are encouraged to get married in order to satisfy his lusts. Muslims are also
exhorted to lower their gaze and refrain from indulging in the promiscuous mixing of
males and females. In other words, Islam not only prohibits fornication and adultery, but
also prohibits Muslims from certain behavioral patterns that often lead to the occurrence
of adultery and fornication.

Theft: Similarly, before the application of the statutory amputation of the hands of
thieves, Islam founded preventive means that discourages people from embarking on the
crime of theft. These include fighting unemployment, job-creation, discouraging laziness,
and creating an efficient welfare social security system based on Zakat, or obligatory
charity. Moreover, Islam encourages Muslims to earn their livelihood through legitimate
ways, such as trade, agriculture and industry.

Drunkenness: As to drunkenness, the Quran first discouraged the consumption of
alcoholic beverages by describing them as “impure,” and then by cursing drinkers.
Eventually, the Quran prohibited the consumption of all intoxicants, denouncing them as
“rijs of shaytan) or filth induced by Satan.

Apostasy: The Islamic way of preventing the crime of Ridda or apostasy takes the form of
indoctrinating Muslims in the beliefin the one God (Allah).

Hiraba (rebellion against society): Islam treats this issue by inculcating the Muslim
society with the paramount religious duty of Amr bil-Ma ‘aruf (propagation of virtue) and
Nahy annil Monkar ( prohibition of vice), and by denying behaviors, habits and customs



that are clearly incompatible with Islamic teachings. Islam also exhorts Muslims to take
out hatred of their hearts, forgive each other, and be just and kind in dealing with each
other.

Murder: In Islam murder is the gravest of all sins after the sin of polytheism and idolatry.
Islam accords supreme sanctity to human life. The Quran instructs Muslims to suppress
anger, ascertain truth and be patient. At the same time, it gives a stern warning to those
committing homicide that they would receive a harsh penalty on the Day of Judgment.
This should make a Muslim thinks many times before embarking on the perpetration of
the crime of murder. Murder is punished by death, unless the family of the victim
pardons the killer.

Finally, punishments are proscribed not as a revenge but as a deterrence. Indeed, in the
final analysis, punishments save life, as the Quran states.
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