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And who is better in speech than he who (says:
“My Lord 1s Allah (believes in His Oneness),”
and then stands firm (acts upon His Order), and)
invites (men) to Allah’s (Islamic monotheism)
and does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of
the Muslims.” (Qur'an 41 V. 33)



DEDICATION

This research is dedicated to all the Du'at (Teachers, preachers, advisers,
admonishers and conveyers of Islam) among the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad

(peace be upon him). May Allah (S.W.T) reward them abundantly, Ameen.



DECLARATION

I Aminu Alhaji Bala do solemnly affirm that this Thesis titled: The Role and
Impact of Da'wah in Sokoto Caliphate, Northern Nigeria, 1774 to Present Time, is
the result of my own research work and has never been submitted before or

concurrently to any University or Institution.



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ABU = Ahmadu Bello University (Zaria, Nigeria)
AH = After Hijrah

B = Born, for example, Sheikh Gummi (b.1922)
BBC = British Broadcasting Corporation

C.E = Christian Era

D = Died, for example, Sheikh Gummi (d.1992)
Ed = Edited, for example, (ed. 1985)

JIBWIS = Jama'at [zalatil Bid'ah Wa Iqamatis Sunnah

(Society for Eradication Of Innovation and

Establishment of Tradition)

JNI = Jama'atu Nasrul Islam

MSSN = Muslim Students' Society of Nigeria
NBC = Northern Broadcasting Corporation

ND = No date of publication

NP = No place of publication

NP = No publication

NRN = Nigeria Research Network

P. = Page, for example, p87

PP. = Pages, for example, pp 87-98

RA = Radiyallahu 'Anh (May Allah be pleased

with him)

Vv



S. AW

SW.T

UDUS

VOL.

Sallallahu 'Alaihi Wa Sallam (Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him)
Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala (Glory be unto Him
The Most High)

Usmanu Danfodiyo University (Sokoto,
Nigeria)

Volume of a book or Journal,

vi



TRANSLITERATION OF ARABIC LETTERS

In transliterating Arabic letters, the following system of symbols has been used:

Arabic Letter English Symbol
J a
- b
< t
& th
d J
« O
< kh
2 d
3 dh
D r
D V4
o S
o sh
L N
Ua [l
L O
L O
& .

vii



viii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praises are due to
Allah the Lord of the worlds. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Prophet Muhammad, his companions, members of his household, the righteous

servants who follows his Sunnah to the end of the world.

I feel obliged to acknowledge the guidance, encouragement, help and assistance
that 1 have received from numerous well wishers. It goes without saying that
without their help and assistance it could not have been possible for me to
complete this research. First of all, it is my pleasure to express my most sincere
and profound gratitude to my supervisor Dr. UmKalthoum Yousif Isma'il for her
untiring, consistent and valuable guidance to the completion of this thesis. She was
very kind and showed immense patience for the painstaking work of checking the
chapters of this thesis and making valuable corrections. I am highly indebted to her
for her intellectual competence and guidance. May Allah reward her with al-
Jannah Firdaus and elevate her status in both worlds. I also wish to express my
deep sense of gratitude to both the external and internal examiners and the
Academic staff of the Department of Islamic Studies, Institute of science and

Islamic research, Sudan University of Science and Technology, Khartoum.

My sincere thanks are also due to my former lecturers in the Department of Islamic
Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, particularly Professors J. M.
Kaura, M. M. Dangana, Y. Y. Ibrahim, A. M. Gada, A. G. Yahaya, Dr. M. M.
Maishanu, Mal. A. A. Shehu Sokoto, Dr. A. Abdul-Nasir and Dr. A. M. Dutsinma
for their whole hearted guidance and encouragement during the entire period of my
studies, may Allah reward them. I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to

my colleagues in the Department of Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo



University, Sokoto, and beyond and to my friends and well wishers, I thank you all
for your moral support and prayers. I also acknowledge the efforts of Alhaji
Usman Sokoto and Mal. Umar Zubair Jibiya for the special assistance they

rendered to me since the time I step into the Sudan.

To my parents, the living and the deceased, I pray to Allah to reward them with al-
Jannah al-Firdous for their good training and upbringing. 1 express my
appreciation and deep gratitude for their patience, generosity and support. They
have always been a special source of inspiration and patient companions to me. I
feel obliged to also acknowledge the patience, encouragement, help and assistance
of my wife, Maryam Yusuf Uba, who withstand the pressure of my absence and
demonstrated a good deal of courage in looking after the house and my children.
Special thanks are also due to my children: AbdurRahman, Abdullah, Fatimah and

Muhammad for their patience and prayers during my absence.

I also appreciate the financial assistance from the Sokoto State Scholarship Board
under the chairmanship of Alhaji Jelani Kalgo and the Administration of His
Excellency Alhaji Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko (Executive Governor of Sokoto).

I wish to thank the Usmanu Danfodiyo University for awarding me study leave
which afforded me the opportunity to undertake this study and to all those who in

one way or the other contributed to this undertaking.

I also thank numerous personalities who provided valuable information and
reference materials to the successful completion of this thesis. May Allah (SWT)

reward them all.

Finally, whatever shortcomings found in this thesis is my sole responsibility and I

seek Allah's forgiveness for this.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Title Of the theSIS ....vueeei e, 1
APPTOVAL PAGC...eiieeeee et e e e i1
Ayah fromthe Qur'an......... ... e e, 111
DediCation. ...t e v
DeClaratioN. ...ttt —— \%
List 0f @bbreviations. ........oovriuiet e vi
Table of transliteration...........ooiiuiiuiit e e e, viil
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS. ...\ttt e e X
Table Of CONtENLS. .. .viit i e e e e e et e Xii
A DS G . e XViii

CHAPTER ONE:
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

CRAPLET ONC .. e et e e e e e e eeeeeee e aere e eninaeenneeenn ]
LT INtrodUCHION. ettt et e e et 2
1.1.1 Definition of un-Islamic trend.................ooiii i 6
1.2 Statement of problem. ... e e 0
1.3 ATM and ODJECTIVES......eeeiuiiieeiieeeiiie et et e e et eee e eneeeneenannenns ]
1.4 Methodology of the StUAY.......ceeevieeiiiiiieiie e e 8
1.5 Scope and limitation of the study............coooeiiii i, 10

1.6 LItETatUrS TEVIEW . vnneeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e ee et et iee e ieeeneeenn 1O

CHAPTER TWO:
BACKGROUND ON ISLAMIC DA'WAH

(@] 1F:1 0175 ol I OSSPSR I

Xi



2.1 Definition and Importance of Da"wah............cccccccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienenn 18
2.2 Da’wah in the QUITAN..........cooiiiiiiiie e et e e e e e 23

2.3 Da'wah in the Sunnah.........c.cccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 30
2.4 The position of Da'wah among the Muslim scholars............ccccoeeeeviiiiieennnnnen. 34

2.5 Basic elements 0f Da Wal............ccccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e 36
2.5. 1 The caller (DAT)......couiene i e e e e e, 30
2.5. 2 The 1eSpONndent..........ccoevciiiiieeee e e e e eeeeeeeen 238
2.5.3 Rights of respondent.........ccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiii e 39
2.5.4 Obligations of respondent..........cccceeeeeviinnieeiiiineeiieiieeieeeiee e 39
2:5.5 The subject matter of Da"wah................cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeciee 4

2.6 Techniques Of DA WA ...........oocvveeieiiiiiieeee ettt e v 42
2.7 TYPES OFf DA"WAN.......cceieiiiiie et ettt 46

2.8 Qualities and characters Of DA'I..........c..coovviiviiviieeiee e 47
R T N304 1S o | 2 SRR URPPI < 3 |
2.8.2 KNOWICAZE.....coovieieiiieeiiieeee ettt e e e e e e eieene e enne e neeennnn s 48
2.8.3 Practicing what one preaches..............cooooiiiiiii i, 50
2.8.4 Wisdom and beautiful preaching....................ccooiiiiiiiiieiiieeeneenn 51
2.8.5 PEISEVETANCE. ... eeieeeiiei ettt e e et D 2

2.8.6 MOTAl €XCEIIENCE. .o e et 052

Xii



CHAPTER THREE:

THE IMPACT OF DA'WAH IN THE INTRODUCTION OF
ISLAM IN HAUSALAND, FOCUSING ON NORTHERN NIGERIA

Chapter TRIEe.......uoeiiiiieiee e e e et e e rne e e eeeenn 04
3.1 Geographical location of Hausaland............c.cccccoe i inieeensn. .55

3.2 The people of Hausaland..............cccooooviiiiiiiiiiii e 56
3.3 Their socio-cultural SetUP.......ccceeeeviie i e e eeeennn 22 09
3.4 Their belief system before ISlam..........ccceeviiiiiiieiiiiieee e 61
3.5 Introduction and spread of Islam in Hausaland...................ccccccoeniennn .64

3.6 The spread of un-Islamic trends in Hausaland....................c.cccccceeethssnsenn.. . 76

3.7 Some prominent scholars in Hausaland.............c...........ooooiiiieinin 79

CHAPTER FOUR:

THE ROLE AND IMPACT OF DA'WAH OF SOKOTO
CALIPHATE SCHOLARS

(O] 1 F:1 0175 gl X 11 SO USPPESPPURRRRRRE  Jo!
4.1 The biography of three prominent Caliphate leaders.........cc.cccecueiviiininnennee. 86
4.1.1 Biography of Shaykh 'Uthman Ibn Fodiyo................c.oooiiiiiiininnn. 86
4.1.2 Biography of Shaykh 'Abdullah Ibn Fodiyo......... ..., 90
4.1.3 Biography of Shaykh Muhammad Bello.........................cceennl93
4.1.4 Others SChOlars/ DU'GL...........cc.ooeiiiiiiiiiieet e e, 94
4.2 Their Theological foundation...............c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 95
4.3 Their teaching aCtiVItIS. ... .ovuueeti ettt e e e e areeeeieeeenes 97

4.4 Preaching tOUTS.......ccveeeeiieieieieeit e et e e e e eieeeieeee e e eeenieeeesrnessneeennn 99

xiii



4.5 Methodology in propagating against corrupt belief, innovations and all forms

of un-Islamic trends in Hausaland. ...........ccccuvveiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e, 112
4.6 Hijrah to Gudu and preparation for the Jihad .........ccccooeiiiviiiiniiiie 119

4.7 Jihad and the establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate ................................124

CHAPTER FIVE:

THE RESPONCE OF DA'WAH IN THE SPREAD OF UN-
ISLAMIC TRENDS BY THE BRITISH COLONIALISM

CRAPLET TIVE ..t e e ettt e s ta e e e e eatrae s s e eaeeeeeaens 133
5.1 The beginning of colonization by the British colonial power ..................... 134
5.2 Introduction of secularism and abolition of Islamic form of leadership......... 142
5.3 Promoting man-made laws and abolition of Shari'ah law on criminal cases..144
5.4 British Christianization policy of Northern Nigeria ............ccccceevveeenennnn.. 149
5.5 Introduction of western education and relegating Islamic education.............. 155
5.6 1deological attack ......cceevenviiniii i e 162
5.7 Orientalists’ contributions and attack on Islam ..................n 167

5.8 CONCIUSION. ... ettt e e T

CHAPTER SIX:

UN-ISLAMIC TRENDS IN CONTEMPORARY NORTHERN
NIGERIA

(@] 1 F:1 0115 0 ). O EPRRSURRRRRRRON /A
6.1 Traditional Un-Islamic Trend of Spirit worship .................ccccevenvvnn..... 174
6.2 Devil Possession (BOTi) ......cooieiiii i eeivveeeeniiee. 1 78

6.3 Magic and Witcheraft ... 181

Xiv



6.4 FOrtunetelling.........ccueviiiiieeiieieiiieeie et eee e aeiiee e e 185
0.5 SUPCTSTILION. ...vieiieciiie et e e e et eereeeeee et e erireeesseeraeeeenannneeeenens L 88
6.6 Sectarian Un-Islamic trend............. .o 192
6.6.1 Ahmadiyyah movement............cccoeeeiiiii i, 192
6.6.2 QUI'ANTYYUN SECT. ... ttntiitieit et eeteeiteeenteerieenieeeesieessreesssseessnneeennn 1 94
6.6.3 Shi’ah SeCt......co.oiuiiiiii e sieeneen 197
6.7 Western democracy and rule of law................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieccieeeeee.. .. 200
6.8 Religious conflicts. ........ooiiiiiiiiiii e, 202

6.9 CONCIUSION. . ..ttt et et 205

CHAPTER SEVEN:

TH E IMPACT OF DA'WAH IN CONTEMPORARY
NORTHERN NIGERIA

(01 F:1 0115 g SA Y < | IO TSR
7.1 The impact of Da 'wah of contemporary scholars in Northern Nigeria........... 208
7.2 The impact of Da’wah of religious organizations in Northern Nigeria.......... 214

7.2.1 Jama’atu Nasril Islam (JNI)......ccooviiiiiiiii e, 214
7.2.2 Jama'atu Izalatil Bid'ah wa Igamatus Sunnah (Izala or JIBWIS)................. 217

7.2.3 Muslims students’ society of Nigeria (MSSN).....ccccoovvevviiiiiriieieiie e 220
7.2.4 Federation of Muslim women Association of Nigeria (FOMWAN)........ 222

7.3 The impact of Da wah in the promotion of Islamic education and establishment
of Islamiyyah SChOOIS.........ccciviiiiiiiiiiieeee e 225
7.4 Results and research findings of the study........cccccevvviiienniiiiiieee e, 228

XV



7.5 Summary and contributions to knowledge........cccccceeeeei ittt 231

7.6 Recommendations .............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiin e e 235

7.7 CoNCIUSION. .. .ttt seee 23T
BIBLIOGRAPHY

L. Arabic Re ereNCES. .. oottt e e e 239

2. English References .........c.oviuiiiiiiiiii e e e, 241
3. DisSertations and TheSES. . vttt e 252

4, INEINEE RETCTIEINCES .. eeeee et e e e e e 254

XVi



ABSTRACT

This research is about the role and impact of Da'wah in Sokoto caliphate, Northern
Nigeria, from 1774 to the present time. It was carried out using Historical and
Analytical methods. It looked at the role of Da'wah activities of many visiting and
local scholars in the introduction and spread of Islam in Hausa land. It also
highlighted the Da'wah activities of the Sokoto caliphate leaders in educating the
people on Islamic ideology and its practice, this has aided the reformation of the
people and its impact is felt in reducing the evil innovations in Northern Nigeria. It
has also looked at the Da'wah methodologies of Sokoto caliphate leaders. This
research has also highlighted the impact of Da'wah and its methodology in Islam.
Un-Islamic trends in contemporary Northern Nigeria were also highlighted giving
their genesis to the ignorance of some people and the British colonization, together
with the secular system adopted by the country after independence. Also studied
are the Da'wah activities of some contemporary selected Islamic organizations and
scholars. Deviant sects who propagate sectarian trend Da'wah were also discussed,
highlighting many of their un-Islamic trends which were a challenge to the spread
of sound Islamic knowledge to the people. This research identified the activities of
Islamic scholars and committed wealthy Muslims in spreading Islamic education
and building new schools. Some of the findings of this research include: The un-
Islamic trends addressed by the Sokoto caliphate scholars are presently reappearing
and spreading even though the contemporary scholars are doing their best in
eradicating them. This research also founded that the Da'wah of Shaykh 'Uthman
bin Foduwe have led many people to reform their faith, and the practice of Islam. It
also led many people to emulate his good works and to abandon customs contrary
to the religion. Similarly, the literature he and his students wrote is numerous and
their impact is felt even in the contemporary Northern Nigeria. Today their works
were of great advantage to the Muslims in Northern Nigeria and has impacted them
in all aspect of their life. Some of the recommendations of this research include:
Though the scholars and religious organizations are presently active in Da'wah
work, still much effort is expected from them to address the increasing spread of
un-Islamic trends. The state governments of Northern Nigeria should also establish
preaching boards to monitor the preaching of deviant sects to address their
misinterpretations and misrepresentation of Islam. Majority of the Muslims of
Northern Nigeria lives in the rural areas where ignorance is high and Islamic
scholars was very scarce. Therefore, state governments of Northern Nigeria and
wealthy Muslims should employ Da'wah workers and post them to various villages
to carry teaching and preaching activities.
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