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Abstract

This study explores a diversified number of the patterns of orphan custody
in the Palestinian society, shedding light on the housing social institutions that
care about the orphans in Gaza Strip Governorates. The study adopted the
descriptive analytical method in presenting and formulating data and opinions by
the means of the results of the previous studies, indicating that the orphans
custody has been available since the ancient eras and civilizations up till now. It
discusses the educational, economical, psychological and social aspects,
illustrating the benefits of orphans' caretaking and sponsoring in Islam. In order
to obtain accurate data, the researcher has prepared a questionnaire and
demonstrated it on the sample of study which consists of (132) employee in the
orphans social institutions. Interviews were used as a second tool, and
observation as a third one. Based on the results, the researcher has answered the
following study questions:

1- Are there enough housing social institutions for the orphans in the Gaza Strip
Governorates?

2- Do the social care patterns of the orphan housing institutions in the Gaza Strip
resemble each others?

3- What programs do the housing social institutions offer for the orphans in the
Gaza Strip Governorates?

4- What are the needs of the social institutions which care about the orphans in
the Gaza Strip Governorates?

5- Is the presented role by the social institutions for the orphan custody proper?
The most important results include:

1- There is a shortage in the number of orphan custody institutions in the Gaza
Strip Governorate.

2- All the institutions in the Gaza Strip Governorates do their best to offer the
orphan the desired patterns; food, clothes and housing, despite the hard situations
and the strict siege.

3- The orphan custody institutions provide healthy, vocational, educational and
housing care effectively and efficiently.

4- There are a shortage in the specialized qualified human staff and a shortage in
the external and internal financial support, which consequently affects the
institutions' performance.

5- There are neither a compressive evaluation of the institutions' role nor a
governmental supervision.

Having reviewed the results of the study, the researcher has concluded some
recommendations that aim at working on increasing the number of the social
institutions that care about the orphan and distributing them geographically in
proportion to the needs of the orphans in the Gaza Strip.
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