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Abstract

This research focuses on the prevailing trends of style and content in
Contemporary Economic Journalism. It’s mainly an analytical study that
compares the Arab Economic Journalism with foreign Economic
Journalism. Saudi Aleqtisadiah newspaper and the UK Financial Times
throughout (2008 — 2009) were chosen to be the main model of the study.
Research Problem: The research provides an objective quantitative and
qualitative description for trends in style and content in Arab Economic
Journalism compared to foreign Economic Journalism. It’s an endeavor to
disclose the reality of Economic Journalism in Arab World and to identify
its interest in economic issues, journalistic techniques it uses, its sources
of information, trends in readers taste, its communication channels, the
role of modern communication technology in its circulation in order to
reveal its aliments and strengths and to see to what extent it was guided
by foreign Economic Journalism.

Research  Methodology: Descriptive and analytical surveying
methodology was mainly applied along with historical, statistical and
comparative approaches. The study applied four integral tools, namely:
content analysis as a method and a tool for information gathering and
information analysis, questionnaire, observation and interviews.
Research Important Results:

1-  Noticeable convergence in the degree of interest between Arab
Economic Journalism and Foreign Economic Journalism with
regard to quality and types of economic issues.

2- Finance and investment issues have more priority in economic
Journalism due to its impact on other economic issues.

3- Economic Journalism tends to use mainly news styles followed by
an essay and report in dealing with economic issues, accordingly it
could be classified as an illustrative/news journalism
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In information gathering process, Economic Journalism depends
mainly on its own resources.

Absence of transparency, scarce specialized journalist and weak
content represent the main drawbacks of Arab Economic
Journalism.

65% of readers depend on Economic Journalism in hard copy to
obtain information but 81% of them don’t trust it for decision
making.

Important recommendations:

The research recommended a package of procedures such as:
Economic journalism should strike a clear balance when dealing
with economic issues.

Paying more focus on journalistic techniques such as editorials,
reports and reportages which are considered to be suitable
journalistic techniques for economic issues which, by its nature,
required in depth investigation, detailed analysis, interpretation and
explanation.

The Journalists should be freed of self- censorship to handle
economic issues boldly .

Reducing advertising space on the front page to give more space to
highlight the content of internal pages

To encourage and promote scientific studies focusing on Economic
Journalism shortcomings to ensure its progress.
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