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Abstract

This research focuses on studying and analyzing the press coverage
provided for “water security threatening” in the Arab World. The study is
applied on the coverage provided by the Sudanese newspaper (Al Ray
Alaam) and the Egyptian newspaper (Al Ahram) in the period January 2004
and December 2007. The research objectives are shading light on the role
of Arab press in covering “water security threatening” issues; exploring
security, political and economical threats and how media deals with that.
The study was divided into two parts; the theoretical part and the field study
part. In the theoretical part, the researcher used the historical descriptive
approach and comparison approach. In the field study, the researcher used
the statistical approach (content analysis).

In the theoretical part; the first chapter (introduction) reviewed the research
problem, questions, research objectives and the literature review. The
second chapter of the research is dedicated for exploring the conflicts over
water and water resources in Arab world; international laws and the general
principles of the “Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of
International Watercourses”,1997. The third chapter focused on defining
water security in the Arab World and how it is related to national security;
its characteristics, Israeli threats and regional threats. The fourth chapter
focused on the press coverage for “water security” issues in the Arab
World, the role of Arab press in raising the awareness of Arab communities
on water security issues.
The field study was reviewed in the in the fifth chapter. The chapter
reviewed the results of the questionnaire; provided data tables, analyzed
the content of the two newspapers and compared between them.
The study main findings include:

» The study revealed that Arab press does not cover “water security”

iIssue subjectively.
» Arab press does not focus on water security issues.
 Arab press coverage for water security issues is associated with
casual events.

The study main recommendations include:
» Arab press should abide by professional standards and subjectivity
when covering water security issues in the Arab World.
 Arab press should dedicate weekly or monthly page for water
security issues.
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