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Abstract

The research is based on various points that originate though
researcher’s awareness of the subject matter as of the structure of
the research, which hasn’t been closed by the researcher because
such environment is considered as a vital part of culture.

In the first chapter, the researcher deals with the general subject
matter, e.g. components of child’s culture and their effects on the
formation of child’s independent personality. He, the researcher,
deals with the effects of internal and external environments and
non-government establishments on the formation of the child who
turns to be a white sheet or “sponge” that imbibes and absorbs all
cultures then reflects them through his/her behavior, conduct and
attitude towards the surrounding.

However, the available culture for the child has to be offered
through ways and methods acceptable for him/her. For this reason,
the researcher resorts to various ways and methods depending on
the age groups of each stage. He found out that playing, of
different kinds, is the best way child receives culture and form
his/her personality.



Through the different kinds of playing the researcher has
determined the way to enter children’s theater, its history and its
various form. He closely unifies himself with children’s theater in
Syria visa-a-vie through the sequence of subjects and thoughts he
deals with in the first chapter, which is deemed as a research
necessity and methodology to introduce culture. The researcher
found it mandatory to enter the children’s theater in the course of
Arab theater and to connect with it closely. A historical point of
view is given about the first beginnings of the Arab theater and the
mutual influence among theater in Arab countries, especially in
Egypt, then the influence of foreign theaters, e.g. Turkish, French
and English.

The early beginnings of children’s theater were initiated by artist
Abdulwahab Abu Alsaoud who was renown to be the originator of
school theater where such noble art spread in schools in the 1930s.
Nearly, during the same era, appeared a theater artist , Rida Sdfi,
who enriched the child theatrical movement in Syria and added
theatrical text which are still vivid in the memory and kept by
publishing houses. In this way the researcher deals with several
artists who made considerable efforts to serve the theatrical
movement and theatrical text dedicated to children in the
framework of the school theater. Then the researcher arrives to
1970s when Pioneers’ and Youth Organization was founded where
the Pioneer Festival had an outstanding echo that reached the
hearing of most writers who started to prepare texts for the
Pioneers until the Pioneer Theater phenomenon started to emerge
and crystallize with the ongoing of the annual festival where the
Youth Theater was still run by armatures.

The Pioneer Theater stands between Ministry of Education and
Youths’ Organization.

When the researcher reaches the children’s theater at Ministry of
Culture, as it is the body in charge for children’s culture, arts and
expressive forms, he finds a vent through the puppet theater, which
has presented the best of puppet theatrical texts despite the lack of
cadre for such kind of theater because theater workers’ instincts
made them concentrate on directing and puppet making and so on,
while the actual problem was that the theater lacks text writers for
such kind.

In the third chapter, the researcher analyses several plays that
belong to different periods from the beginnings to watch the
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devolvement of theatrical text in order to work on developing the
children’s theatrical movement in Syria as the recent years have
witnessed a growing care of children’s culture in general, not in
Syria only but in the whole Arab homeland as a whole.

The researcher deals with one text by writer Abdulkarim Alhaidari
and two texts by writer Rida Safi, then he moves to a more recent
period in 1970s to deal with writers such as Salam Alyamani,
Akram Shreim, Farhan Bolbol and mohammad Bari Alawani.

Finally, the theatrical text dedicated for children has been pulled
back and forth by sponsoring bodies of children’s theater, for
example, there is no text from school theater because of lack of
documentation. Even, those who wrote for school theater were
teachers and educators who used to present theatrical shows at the
end of school during a general celebration.

In fact, those people did not understand the core of dramatic
creativity, text artistry and plot. The whole works were a mere
literary texts not more.
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