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Abstract

Poverty Alleviation among forest Communities: Case study of the
Crescent Charity Society Ajloon-Jordan

The Crescent Charity Society is functioning in a densely forested area that is
witnessing gradual deterioration as a result of illegal tree cutting and adopting
inappropriate management land use patterns. Moreover, the widespread poverty
and unemployment condition Significantly influences both the nature of local
people’s livelihood and their physical environment. So, villagers play enormous
role in determining the state of forest resources.

The Forests Department of the Ministry of Agriculture is legitimately
responsible for the rational management of the forest resources in Jordan.
Hence, it actively participates in all initiatives pertinent to sustainable
management of forest resources. Such initiatives include but not limited to:
income generating agricultural and non-agricultural activities that contribute to
improvement of the livelihood of the rural people, particularly poor women. It
is believed that earnings from such activities will help in easing the pressure
exerted on natural resources, principally forests. Worthmentioning is the fact
that all those income generating projects were based on revolving-fund credits.
Hence, the main research question was: to what extent the small scale income
generating projects contributed to poverty alleviation and raising environmental
awareness among people in forest villages in the study area?

The researcher opted to follow the social survey as the main research
approach, however case study was used to carry out in-depth investigations
with the research population.

All participating families from six villages working under the umbrella of the
crescent charity society were selected as the research population, whereas
family headed by man or woman was considered as the unit of observation.
Using a combination of techniques the data for this study was collected in the
period between April 2006 and January 2007. Data collection techniques
included: reviewing secondary data (reports), semi-structured interviews, group
discussions, case study and participant observations.

Data analysis was performed using a blend of analytical tools, including;
situation analysis, case analysis, life-history, task analysis and SWOT analysis.
The study revealed that the Crescent Charity Society succeeded in changing the
nature of the developmental aid from the "traditional” relief/aid oriented
character to human resources development, capacity building and
empowerment endeavors. Through these initiatives the society managed to link
between income generating projects and sustainable management of natural
resources i.e. merging effectively between the societal and environmental
necessities of the local forest communities.
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