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Abstract

Sudan is famous for its vast rangelands that extend over various ecological
zones. In addition to providing fodder for domestic and wild animals, ranges
have indispensable social and environmental importance. Nevertheless,
Sudanese ranges are suffering from ever extending degradation process.

One need not to mention the fact that range policy is a prerequisite for
sustainable rangeland utilisation management. Hence, this study intends to
look into the current status of range policies in Sudan. Moreover, it looks
into the factors that led to the failure of the previous initiatives. The idea is to
explore the possibility of depicting recommendations that enhance the
process of the formulation of a sound range policy in Sudan.

The data were obtained by using a variety of sources and techniques.
literature, textbooks, previous studies and workshops’ proceedings
constituted the main source of secondary data. Whereas, primary data was
gained from range officials and livestock owners using questionnaires and
structured interviews respectively.

The study revealed the appreciation of stakeholders to the essentiality of
range policy as a prerequisite for sustainable management of rangelands. In
spite of this, the study revealed the lack of officially approved range policy
in Sudan. According to the study, that might be due to the position of range
that gains low rank among the Government’s priorities. In turn, this low
status reflects the lack of awareness among bureaucrats as concerns the
importance of rangelands.

The study calls for extension campaigns to awareness raising among officials
and to start the process of formulating a range policy involving all

stakeholders, especially nomads and livestock owners.
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