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Abstract

The Role of Indigenous Knowledge in

Forestry Extension In Sennar State-Sudan

The study beforehand deals with indigenous knowledge and its role in enhancing the
effectiveness of forestry extension programmes and sustainable forests management. The
research problem handled the nature of the indigenous knowledge related to forestry in
the Sudan and opportunities for utilizing it for enhancing the effectiveness of forestry
extension programmes in the Sudan.

The study intended to assess the extent of the utilization of indigenous knowledge related
to forestry resources in Singa area in the Sennar state and to see the possibilities of
supplementing such initiatives for improvement of the role of forestry extension in
sustainable management of such an important resource.

Using the social survey method, data was collected by combination of tools including:
structured and semi structured interviews, observation, reviewing reports, in addition to
group discussions with forestry extension officers and staff of the Forests National
Corporation. The data was then tabulated in the form of percentages and analyzed.

The study clarified that indigenous people developed such knowledge from their daily
interaction with forests and trees. They use, exchange and transfer throughout
generations. In spite, the study highlighted the fact that beliefs and taboos associated with
planting or cutting of trees are limited.

The study concluded that currently indigenous knowledge is playing an essential role in
the process of the development of forestry extension programmes, that was through
involvement of indigenous people in the planning and implementation of such
programmes. This was clearly reflected in the improved status of government (state)
forests and establishment of a number of communal forests.

The study recommended that more research should be forwarded to collect indigenous
knowledge related to forestry from all communities that depend on this very important
resource. However, considering the dynamic nature of such knowledge is significant.
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