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ABSTRACT

Influential Factors in Social Acceptance of Local Leaders
In Forestry Extension

Sinnar State - Sudan

The objectives of this study are to identify the local leaders in the villages; to
compare some personal, social, economical, and psychological characteristics
of those leaders and their citizens. To identify the role of those leaders and
their citizens in organizing and developing the social forests work; to identify
and analyze the contribution and suggestions of the local leaders about
organizational, planning and exceptional aspects of extension programs in the
state, and to investigate and identify the role of those leaders and their citizens
in the communication process.

Personal interview was employed in collecting the research data, sociometric
method was employed to identify the local leaders.

Percentage and frequency were used generally to display the differences

between the local leaders and the citizens, (X2 test, t-test) were used to identify
the significant differences; rank order tables were also used.

The main findings: of the study are the majority of the leaders are males 85%,
and they are elder in age compare to citizens (47.2) and (35.48) year,
respectively.

The average family size members for the leaders are relatively higher than

that of citizens. The education level of the citizens is higher than that of the



leaders. The main occupation of the leaders is farming, and the annual income
of the leaders is relatively higher than that of their citizens (2883.3) and
(1733.3) SDG respectively. The majority of the leaders and the citizens have
the same satisfaction and welfare by their current situation (58.3%) and
(56.3%), respectively. The leaders and the citizens participations in
identifying the villages, problems is the same, on the other hand the leaders
prefer team work as a mean of solving problems.

All the leaders and the majority of the citizens are aware about the forestry
extension. The majority of the leaders obtained their knowledge about the
social forests from extension unit (FNC) and the majority of the citizens
obtained their knowledge from their neighbors and friends, less of the leaders
used to participate in planning and evaluation of extension program’s, but the
participation in executing is higher specially among the leaders, the leaders
used group extension method in executing some activities ( meetings,
lectures...etc), and the leaders stated that the response of the citizens is good.
The majority of respondents (leaders and citizens) indicate that the awareness
and solving of people problems encourage more participation. Besides
challenging problems of social forests leaders and citizens recommended
tackling other needs and interests as well, in balanced extension programs in
the region. The majority of the leaders have direct contacts with the forest
inspector and (26.7%) of them have direct contact with the forest director in
the state, on the other hand (11.0%) of the citizens have direct contact with
the forest inspectors. Mass media communication methods e.g. Radio was
found to be used widely by the leaders and citizens, but newspaper and
motion pictures were used by the leaders in a very narrow scale. All the
leaders visit their close urban centers and the majority of them visit other

urban centers outside the region in contrast of the citizens. The study
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recommended that: leaders should be trained well to improve their skills;

special training should be applied for leaders, in planning and evaluating

extension programs.
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