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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to investigate the reasons behind
the inability of small dairy farms to produce adequate milk to
meet the needs of the growing population of Khartoum State. Two
areas in Bahry town were randomly selected (Bahry and Eastern
Nile Localities). Forty owners were interviewed through a
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structured questionnaire to obtain information on a sample of

forty dairy farms around Khartoum North City, Khartoum State.

The results obtained showed that many factors were blamed
for the meager contribution to milk supply in Khartoum State by
these dairy farms. A major factor of these was lack of knowledge
on feeding practices. Large variations exist between farmers
regarding the amount of concentrates fed. The minimum offered
was 3.5 kg/cow/day and the maximum was 26.4 kg/cow/day. Only
2.5% of the farmers feed cottonseed cake and 5.0% feed
molasses. This is because these feeds are unavailable in the
market. Furthermore, 95.0% of farmers feed Abosabien, 45.5%
feed Berseem and 27.5% feed Pioneer ad libitum. Also spread of
diseases especially foot and mouth disease (72.5%) and mastitis
(65.0%) is another factor restricting milk production. Despite the
importance of diseases about 85.0% of farmers do not have
veterinaries on their farms. Poor management is also reflected in
the finding that 25.0% of farmers do not dry out their cows at the
appropriate time. Absence of milk processing in dairy farms also
contributed to the poor performance of dairy farms in Khartoum
State. The only treatment applied to milk is filtration which was
done by 97.5% of the farmers. No pasteurization or sterilization
was practiced. Also no cheese or yogurt was made. Hand milking
was practiced by all of farmers. Furthermore 65.0% and 62.5% of
farmers do not know _whether machine milking is better than hand
milking or not with respect to its effect on milk production and
milk hygiene. Half (50.0%) of owners or managers of dairy farms
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are educated only at primary school level and this might have
contributed to their limited ability learn and adopt the basic
scientific knowledge for management the milking cows.

The study suggests that these farms should be availed with
a manual showing good feeding and a management practices and
these should be transferred through an effective extension
service. Lastly use of new technology for dairy farms should be
encouraged.
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