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Abstract

Assessment of the role of non-governmental organizations in
raising environmental awareness
(Case study Umrawaba Locality - North Kordofan State), Sudan

The aim of this study is to identify the organizations working in the
field of environmental protection, the services and the activities
offered to raise environmental awareness, through the review of the
most important problems and obstacles facing the application of the
work of organizations. In order to measure the impact of extension
caused by program objectives indicative of the projects on the people
of the region, and by measuring the educational impact (knowledge -
attitudes) caused by extension programs environmental and thus
enable the research to focus on the objectives of programs of non-
governmental organizations such as educational phases of planning
and evaluation in order to know how much progress the desired
aspects attained.

Questionnaire was employed in collecting research data. Sampling
technique was based on direct observation. UmRawaba locality was
chosen purposively to conduct this study. Using stratified sampling
two villages were selected namely Elrigaila Elsuge and Elfadwa. Hai
Tayba from Um Rawaba town was also selected to represent the
town. Simple random sampling was also used to select respondents.
Twenty five citizens from the town, 20 from Elrigaila Elsuge village,
10 from Elfadwa village and 15 respondents from the directors and
officials of some non-governmental organizations were selected to
participate in this study.

Frequencies and percentages were used to analyze the data.

Key findings from this study showed that there were non-
governmental organizations in the past which had a role in protecting
the environment in the region by spreading environmental awareness
and providing environmental services. However currently there is no
independent organization that operates in coordination or
participation with specialized local ones. The most successful
environmental programs and projects were those which were in
coordination with the relevant authorities in the region. Environmental
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degradation was found to increase year after year, resulting in
increased desert land. Moreover the lack of alternatives energy led
people to over- cut the trees. In addition to the natural disasters such
as (drought) that swept the region caused deterioration of the
environmental situation, the disappearance of some trees and the
emergence of other trees of little use.

The study found that the absence of officials role and non activation
of laws lead to more environmental degradation. This enforcement
that environment was not given the required priority through the
programs and services offered by organizations. High rate of
illiteracy, low awareness and the absence of strategies to raise
awareness about the environmental situation and poor coordination
between relevant institutions, wrong agricultural practices and a lack
of knowledge are additional reasons behind degradation.

The study outlined that the citizens participating in extension
programs gained some information and positive behavior and vision
towards environment but lower than the expected for many reasons
revealed by this study. These include low level of participation of
citizens in planning and execution of programs which affect their
behavior towards sound knowledge of environment.

It was found that extensive awareness programs through extension,
establishing nursery and distribution of Hashab seedling’s together
with planting green belts are the most effective measures to be
undertaken to achieve the objectives of environmental protection and
raising the economical status.

Non-governmental organizations are recommended to disseminate
information about environment protection through seminars or other
activities and collect environmental information and submit
recommendations to global bodies’ and international conferences and
specify the requirements in the field of environment protection. The
study recommends the importance of participation of citizens in
planning, execution and evaluation of extension awareness programs
with the importance of establishing programs of educational
objectives fulfilling environment protection in coordination with those
who are concerned.
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