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Abstract

Lighting is considered the essential element to see and recognize masses and spaces,
and it plays an important role in forming the internal view of the architectural space
and it has an impact on the space’s users. The main objective of the current study is
to shed light on the influence of light and colour in the internal spaces, focusing in
particular on commercial spaces. The importance of this research comes from aiming
to derive criteria for light and colour systems that can be used efficiently in the
commercial space. Furthermore, this research discusses the gap in considering the
light and colour elements in the internal design of stores and shops in commercial
centres in Khartoum, Sudan, in order to suggest potential solutions for this problem.
This study adopted the analytical descriptive approach that considered problem
description and selection of a variety of models from international commercial centres
that are characterized by their great attraction to customers and their unique internal
designs. Besides studying these models, several commercial centres in Khartoum have
been visited and multiple stores and shops in these local centres have been selected
as case studies to be investigated and analysed using the approach of observation and
interviews to collect the needed information from these local case studies and compare
them with the selected international models. The main aim of this analysis was to
recognize the deficiency dimensions in the local case studies regarding light and
colour elements in the spaces, and extract principles and bases that can be applied to
enhance the internal design in commercial centres. Adopting these principles and
bases can, consequently, make these centres more successful and play a role in
attracting more customers.

This study obtained useful results on the differences between the local case studies
and the selected international models and provided a number of recommendations that
can be adopted in designing commercial stores in the capital, Khartoum. The most
important of which is that there is a need to deal with lighting and colour in the internal
space more scientifically to create a successful space and increase its effectiveness.
Additionally, it is important to focus on carefully choosing lighting systems and
colours in line with the general character and function of each store and its suitability
for the target age group. Moreover, moving away from typical and repetitive interior

designs of shops and try to create unique designs that attract customers’ attention.
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