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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the representation of cultural diversity in/through
the content of English language textbook at basic level in Sudan. It
focuses on the representation of three cultural dimensions: cultural
diversity, national cultural and language teaching ideologies through
analysing the content of SMILE textbook. The study aims to identify the
patterns of representing cultural diversity in SMILE 1 textbook. It also
tries to examine SMILE 1 representation of national culture. The study
attempts to explore the language teaching ideologies that SMILE 1
textbook employs to construct culture and language. To achieve these
objectives the study draws on textbook and ethnographic data. The study
collected ethnographic data through (6) unstructured interviews with
material writers, national consultants and curricula officials. Besides, the
study performed (12) informal conversational interviews with pupils,
teachers, pupils’ parents, educationalists and language specialists. The
study employs quantitative content, qualitative content analysis and
semiotic analysis as methodologies for analysing textbook and curricula
data. The study draws a representative sample from SMILE 1 textbook. It
achieved several findings the most important of these are: SMILE 1
textbook does not adequately address the question of cultural diversity in
Sudan. Besides, the study finds that SMILE 1 overrepresented national
culture at the expense of cultural diversity at the different regions of
Sudan. Further, SMILE 1 is based on language teaching ideologies that
give priority to linguistic competency at the expense of developing
pupils’ cultural and symbolic competencies. The study recommends a
balanced representation for cultural diversity and national culture. It
recommends applying a cultural federalism for equitable representation of
cultural diversity in the different areas of Sudan bearing in mind the
hybrid nature of country. Textbooks should go beyond the exclusive
focus on the teaching of linguistic structures to include the teaching of
language in society and cultural context. The study suggests further
research to be carried out on the cultural politics of changing landscape of
curricular in the post-revolution context of Sudan.

Vi



;\ub.ﬁ\ oaldia
Gsine Jidadg dul py e elldg aliiaiy ¢ SEN g gull Azl Al jall il gl
G Ol Gl Al e A ke Al aledl deadiial) A yaal) sl
¢ S e gl i ;b Aliaie A alal ADE e Al all @S aaall s
"dileu! QUS (ssine Jiad e dlldy dyalll dagdand) ¢ Al daE)
SE & mll el saw () Al G D salany) Gl et ol
sl aadiadl J5Y1 ol dilaws QLS (s siae DA (e aliiad Lalail
48y yha g Ao sl A8E) Alis Geannad Aud Hall il gla 8 G Cacall 4y 505y
8 ey e Slad duall Al el QU DA e Ll
S Lgaadig Sl dpaleill g 4 all) Lia ol 50 ¥ e oSl ) Al ) Cua
o2 gaaaily Aallly S Jfdis ool lee 4 Jdadll ¢ g se ol
Al e oBY) bl Laalaa)  eclblall cpjaias Je Al jall chadie) CalaaYl
5 ARGy cedall A paall sl Glly (4 Jid AY) jaadls @l
Al Al rall el QUSH Lilse ae COLEe Can Caalill (5 sal Sl
Al oa s aliall o sill 38 el o il Cpd ghasall aal g Cpnlaal) 4y Lt g
Balaa 5 pde 8 Calldl el WS dul ol 6 QI Slaca) e A gl
Cmsal paifay gl Caddaall 5 can el Ly Sl e JS aa
dalaill g o il sginal Jilaiy S) ggiaall Jadad Al Cuendiil
ol Sl e Al sl Jalaill malie Lhia s (s sinall Sl
e e ) Al clia g Al due S cacall JY1 QU o Jila
& A g gl Al bl ol Gamall) Jase el QUSH O Lgaal bl
Lae CUSH 3 dpans )l A gall 488 Jfiai ada llS, | ALSH JSEIL ol sull
el QUSH S5 dabisall o gud) 2 BY A ¢ gl Jia e g Llea
Dl Ay el g AE) oLl At Jaal s dusalll 3ol e Al &
G b Al Ay SED e gl ) gle Jiiad GBaady Aul)all Cua
Adia gy A A0 50l T Bukaly Cuasl LS la sl 8 dn) all malidl
gl Jlicy) b aY) e ddlisd) olagad) Shlie 8 g sil) il Ll
A pranl) Aiagel) o A paall SNy et Ladd ang 5 230 8 S - Ll
e lainl 5oalh Lghia g Aalll )35 o deadly dalll ()il (5 galll cilall
Sgiiall LEEN Al b Gl e a el el el Al s B A8

35l dxale (512 g (8 Al Hall aliall Huiall

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL PAGE.......cci ittt sttt i
DEDICATION ...ttt nnens i
DECLARATION. ...t s s s s s e e e s e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e teaeeennnnnnnes v
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ..ottt Vi
ABSTRACT oottt sa e e esne e Vii
ARABIC ABSTRACT .ottt st ee e ste e viii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ....oioiiiicee et s IX
LIST OF FIGURES ..ottt Xii
LISTOF TABLES ...ttt e Xiii
LIST OF MAPS ..ottt Xiv
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS.......cce it XV
CHAPTER ONE : INtroduction...........cccceiiuiieiiiiie e 1
1.1 BaCKGrOUNG......cocviieeiiiiie ettt e e e e 1
1.2 Statement of the problem ... 3
1.3 Objectives of the StUAY .........ccceiiiiiiiiii e 5
1.4 Questions Of the StUAY ..........eeeiiiii e 5
1.5 Scope OF the STUY .......vvveiiiiiee e 6
1.6 Significance of the StudY ..........coceeiiiii i 6
1.7 Methodology of the StUdY .......ccvveeiiiiiii e 7
1.8 Terms 0f the StUAY .......oeeeiiiiee e 8
CHAPTER TWO: Literature REVIEW ........ccccccvviiiniiiieiiieeniie s 4
2.0 INTrOAUCTION ..ot 11
2.1 Historical context of the StUdy ..........cccceviveeiiiii e 11
2.1.1 Sudan: The social, political and historical context ................... 11
2.1.2 The diversity IN SUdan..........cccvveeiiiie e 14
2.1.2.1 Diversity management in colonial Sudan (1898-1956) ..... 16

2.1.2.2 Diversity management in the post-colonial Sudan (1956-

2.1.2.3 Diversity management in al-Bashir’s regime (1989-2019) 25

2.1.3 Politics of language textbooks in al-Bashir’s regime ............. 28
2.2 LITErature TEVIBW ......ccueiiiiiiiieiiiiee ettt 32
2.2.1 Representation and cultural meaning-making...........c..ccceennee. 33
2.2.1.1 Discourse as a third form of representation......................... 35
2.2.1.2 Multimodality, constructivism and representation .............. 37



2.2.1.3 Representation and identity-making processes .................. 39

2.2.2 Diversity and cultural divVersity ........cccccoovveiviicniniiiesiieens 40
2.2.2.1 DIimensions Of diVErSItY .........ccccoviveiiiiee e, 41
2.2.3 Language, culture and identity .........ccccovveeiiiieiiiiee e, 42
2.2.4 Culture and identity in language education: A changing
JANASCAPE ... 43

2.2.4.1 From language(s) to repertoire(S) .....ccoeeveevvvveeriveeesivnnn. 45

2.2.4.2 From cultural competence to critical cosmopolitanism..... 46

2.3 Critical semiotic ethnographic perspective to language education

and material development ... 47
2.3.1 Critical post-structuralist and neo-Marxist approaches ...... 52
2.3.2 Freirean critical pedagogy ........ccccvevvvveeiiiieee e ciiee e 59
2.3.3 Feminist critical discourse analysis ..........cccccoevveeiivneennnen. 62

2.3.4 Critical approaches to nationalism and diversity management

....................................................................................................... 66
2.3.5 Critical semiotic-ecological approaches...........ccccccocvveeinnenn. 67

2.4 Previous STUIES .....covveiiiieiiiie ettt 70

2.5 SUMMATY ..ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e s snsnnnneeees 73
CHAPTER THREE: Research Methodology ..........cccccoecvveiiineenee 74
3.0 INErOAUCTION ...cvviiiiie e 74
3.1 Data collection and analysis ..........cccccevviiiiieeiiiiiieee e, 74
3.1 INEEIVIBWS ...eeieiiiee ettt 75
3.1.1.1 Formal unstructured INterviews ...........ccccovvvveeiiinnennns 76

3.1.1.2 Informal conversational interviews.............cccccceueeeene. 77

3.1.2 Content analySesS........cuvveeeiiiiiiiee e 77

3.1.2.1 Coding steps and procedures ...........ccccevvvereeesivnnnnn. 78

3.1.3 Semiotic analysis .......ccccvvviiiiiiiii i 85

3.2 Validity and reliability...........cccooiiiiiii 87

3.3 Population and sampling ........cccccoeviiiieniii e 90

34 SUMIMAIY ...ttt e e e e st e e e e s nnees 91



CHATER FOUR: Data Analysis, Results and Discussion ................ 92

4.0 INErOAUCTION .oeeeiiiiec e 92
4.1 Representation of cultural diversity in SMILE 1 textbook ............. 93

4.1.1 Representation of cultural diversity through characters’ name ... 93
4.1.2 SMILE’s representation of cultural diversity through dressing .. 96
4.1.3 SMILE’s representation of cultural diversity through foods........ 99
4.1.4 SMILE’s representation of cultural diversity through symbols.. 103

4.1.5 SMILE’s representation of gender diversity and gender ideologies

4.2 SMILE’s representation of national culture .............ccccooiiiienn. 116

4.2.1 SMILE’s representation of national culture and nationalist

o [=T0] [0 1= SRR 116
4.2.2 SMILE’s national culture and the construction of religion ........ 122
4.2.3 Patterns of national representation, invisibility and exclusion in
SIMILE L. 130
4.3 Pedagogical and language teaching ideologies in SMILE ........... 134
4.3.1 The pedagogical construction of L1 in SMILE textbook ........... 134
4.3.2 Pedagogical construction of L2 in SMILE textbook.................. 142
4.3.3 The semiotic construction of language and culture in SMILE
TEXEDOOK ... 145
4.3.4 Pedagogical construction of teacher-learner relations in SMILE
TEXEDOOK .ot 157
4.4 Results and diSCUSSION .......cocveviiiiiiiiiiiie e 160
4.5 Implications of the StUdY ..o 166
CHAPTER FIVE: Summary of the study, conclusion,

recommendations and suggestions for further studies .................... 167
5.1 Summary of the StUdY .......coooiiiiiiii e 167
5.2 Findings of the Study ........ccooiiiiiii e 167
5.3 Recommendations of the Study ..........cccccceviiiiiiee i, 168
5.4 Suggestions for further research............ccoocoeeiiiiiii e, 170
REFERENCES ... 171
APPENDICES ....ooiiie et e e 193

Xi



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure (3.1) Textbook and ethnographic data sources the study used..... 75

Figure (4.1) Dichotomous presentation of L1 and L2 characters............ 97
Figure (4.2) Representation of food invitation in SMILE .................... 101
Figure (4.3) SMILEL1’s international representation of symbols ......... 104
Figure (4.4) Orientalist embodiments of L1 & L2 females in the textbook
............................................................................................................ 111
Figure (4.5) SMILE’s representation of an international female ......... 112

Figure (4.6) SMILE’s representation of females from the national centre

Figure (4.7) SMILE’s representation of females from Darfur region .. 114
Figure (4.8) SMILE’s representation of females from the periphery .. 114

Figure (4.9) SMILE’s symbolic representation of Sudan’s map.......... 121
Figure (4.10) Over-representation of urban Spaces............ccccevvvveennnne. 133
Figure (4.11) Sign indexing an ArabiC teXt ..........ccccccceeviiveeviineesinnnn. 137
Figure (4.12) An icon carrying a bilingual text .............cccccevviveennnen. 138
Figure (4.13) Semiotic extract no.1 from SMILE 1 textbook ............. 146
Figure (4.14) Semiotic extract no.2 from SMILE 1 textbook ............. 150

Figure (4.15) Structural focus of pedagogical tasks in the textbook ... 152
Figure (4.16) Semiotic extract no.3 from SMILE 1 textbook ............. 153

Figure (4.17) Patterns of modality and teacher-learners power relations

Figure (4.18) Modality pattern of characters’ interaction in SMILE ... 159

Xii



LIST OF TABLES
Table (4.1) SMILE’s local and international representation of names .. 94
Table (4.2) SMILE’s local regional representation of names ................ 95
Table (4.3) SMILE’s local and international representation of dresses.. 96

Table (4.4) SMILE’s local regional representation of dressing culture(s)

Table (4.5) SMILE’s local and international representation of foods .... 99
Table (4.6) SMILE’s local regional representation of food culture(s) 100

Table (4.7) SMILE’s local and international representation of symbols

............................................................................................................ 103
Table (4.8) SMILE’s local regional representation of symbols ........... 105
Table (4.9) SMILE’s representation of gender diversity through

CharaCters’ NAME .......cccuviii e 106

Table (4.10) SMILE’s characters visibility based on their gender. ...... 107

xiii



LIST OF MAPS

Map (1.1) Sudan’s geopolitical location after 2011

Xiv



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

CPA Comprehensive Peace Agreement

DRA Department of Religious Affairs

EFL English as a Foreign Language

ESL English as a Second Language

GCD General Curricula Document

NCCER National Centre for Curricula and Educational Research
NIF National Islamic Front

NCP National Congress Party

NSP New Sudan Project

SMILE Sudan Modern Integrated Learning of English

SPLM/A Sudan People Liberation Movement/Army

UNESCO United Nation Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

XV



