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Abstract

This research aims to study and analyze the linguistic errors that lead to the
deterioration of the written expressions (Compositions) in the in Pre-
examination of the English language in the Sudan General Secondary School
Certificate/Algadarif Province as a model together with the reasons of the
deterioration of the English langue in the Secondary Schools in general as
perceived by the English language teachers.

Two methodological approaches were adopted and used. The first one is a
quantitative content analysis with respect to number of words and simple
sentences in the written (Compositions) of the pre-examination of the
Secondary School certificate/Algadarif Province in order to point out the
committed errors and mistakes. A random sample of eighty written
expressions(Compositions) were collated from eight male and female
secondary schools.. the second approach was a survey technique where a
questionnaire was designed and random sample of forty English teachers were
investigated.

Counts, percentages and accumulated means were used in the display and
discussion of the data and X? was applied to test the research hypothesis.

Major findings of the research were determined as follows:
Topics of the compositions that written by the male and female students in the
pre-tests of the Sudan School certificate were far beyond the minimum
numbers of words required to complete the topic. The simple mean for the total
numbers of words written by the male and female students (35,9 and 32,8)
respectively as compared with the minimum words required (120).
The weaknesses observed in written topics are attributed to the
misunderstanding of the meanings of the given words and sentences
accompanied the topic as hints for the students.
Weaknesses in spelling of words inabilities to compose simple sentences were
vividly exhibited in the written compositions of both male and female students.
No difference was observed between the male and female students with respect
to the kinds and types of errors in their written texts.



The amount of the learned vocabulary does not enable the students to fulfill the
required criteria to write a composition.

The weaknesses observed in the written topics are attributed to the
incorporation of a literature text-book in the English curriculum.

The inclusion of syntax, reading and literature in one text-book has its negative
Impact in writing compositions.
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