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Designing and Applying a Scientific Knowledge Measure for Iraqi Educational
Supervisors in the Field of Physical Education

ABSTRACT:
The study aimed to design and apply a measure of scientific knowledge for supervisors in

the field of physical education. The study used the descriptive method. The study
community included physical education supervisors in (Baghdad and the middle
Euphrates governorates). The sample which was selected purposively included (75)
supervisors (Baghdad and the middle Euphrates governorates). Data was collected
through tests, measurements and a questionnaire. Data analysis was done through the
(SPSS) program. The results included the successful design of the scientific knowledge
measure validity, reliability and objectivity and its application. The application revealed
that the sample owned a good scientific knowledge. The study recommended the use of
the scientific knowledge in physical education scale when evaluating that knowledge
among physical education supervisors and teachers in Baghdad and the middle Euphrates
governorates.
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ABSTRACT:
The aim of this research was to identify the impact of using the Blackboard and Edmodo
systems in developing the skills of using the digital content and the awareness of
intellectual property by the students of the foundational year at Princess Noura Bint
Abdul Rahman University. To achieve this goal, the researcher designed an electronic
learning environment according to both the Blackboard and the Edmodo systems.Tow
questionaire were prepared, one to assess the skills of using digital contents, and the other
one to know the degree of awareness of intellectual property Both were who applied to

the sample of the study, which numbered 148 female students, were randomly divided
into two experamental me ineladed groups: the first experimental group studied using the
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system, and it Blackboard was corrpased of 61students and the second experimental
group has studied using the Edmodo system and contaied (87) students.The results of the
study showed that there was a significant statistical difference between the average of
both experimental group I and 11 in the post-application to identify the skills of using the
digital content at the level of 0.05 favouring students of the second experimental group,
Also that there was no significant statistical difference between the intermediate scores of
the first and second experimental groups in the post-application to identify intellectual
property awareness of digital content, The study recommended making use of learning
management systems (Blackboard and Edmodo) to improve teaching methods at
universities and to support them with technological innovations; Also study activate the
role of e-courses, to develop learners' skills and provide appropriate learning
environments to integrate technology into the learning process.

Keywords: E-Learning Management Systems - Blackboard - Edmodo - Digital Content -
Intellectual Property.
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The Status of Competencies of the Student Teacher in the Faculties of Education in
Sudanese Universities in Light of the Overall Quality Standards 2016-2018
ABSTRACT:
The study aims to identify the Status of the qualification and preparation of the student
teacher at the Faculty of Education, University of Gezira - Hantoub according to the
variables of enrichment, environmental and economic progress. It also aims to identify
the cognitive component and develop a vision by helping to give the student teacher to a
quire competencies. Required for the education profession in the light of the overall
quality standards. The study followed the descriptive method and used the questionnaire
to collect data , the questionnaire Was been distributed to a sample of (450)students of
the colleges of education in the university of Gezira .The most important results of the
study is the programs of the faculty of education. Also the student / teacher in light of

technical, environmental, social, and economic variables Create a device for total quality
in general education this device be able to apply, implement and evaluate according to
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required educational outputs continuously, with the determination of the function of each
individual in this team, set clear and well-known standards for all the results of education.
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Reasons for the Dcerease Academic Achievement in Mathematics for the
Eighth Grade Pupils in the District of Khartoum — Central Unit from the
Point of View of Teachers
ABSTRACT:
The study aimed at identifying; the teacher's role, pupils' psychological problems, the
curriculum and the adopted teaching methods in 8™ class pupils' academic achievement.
The study used the descriptive analytical approach« the questionnaire was used to collect
the data of study from the population of the study which consisting of (80) male and
female teachers who teach mathematics to 8" class at Khartoum Locality, Central
Administrative Unit. A sample of (24) teachers was selected randomly. The study
revealed several findings. The most important are: Subject teacher has an effective role
on mathematics achievement. Psychological problems affect pupils' academic
achievement. The curriculum is appropriate to pupils' mental level. The teaching method
is sufficient for pupils to understand and draw their attention. According to the findings:
the study recommended the following: The teacher should be qualified sufficiently to
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teach mathematics. Good psychological environment should be provided for pupils. The
Curriculum should match pupils' mental abilities. Teachers must use modern teaching
methods should be adopted.
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ABSTRACT:

This study aims at investigating the difficulties encountered by Sudanese (EFL) learners
using and understanding idiomatic expressions in written texts. This study adopts the in
descriptive method of research. The researchers design a test on idioms for the qualifying
year’s students at SUST, College of Languages, at Department of English. The test was
administered to (30) students who have been chosen randomly to represent the study’s
sample. As for the data analysis, the researchers use a computer programme known as the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).The findings of the study reveal that,
idiomatic expressions pose many difficulties to Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan
University and the students were totally unaware of the meaning of some idiomatic
expressions in context, besides their inability to use the contextual clues to guess the
meaning of unfamiliar idiomatic expressions. Based on these findings, the researchers
recommend that formulaic language, in particularly idiomatic expressions should be
given a considerable attention when designing and teaching English language syllabus
and they are advised to be taught in context rather than in isolation and their meanings
must be taken as a whole.

Key words: Idiomatic Expression figurative meaning text Foreign Language
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1-1: Introduction
Although the significance of vocabulary and of lexical phrases, or language ‘chunks’ in
language learning has been acknowledged, idioms have yet been neglected. The
characteristics of idioms have been discussed as have been processing and storing them
in the memory. Studies on idioms have, however, concentrated on native speakers. Yet,
idioms are frequently used in everyday language, particularly in the media. Therefore,
some knowledge and awareness of idioms is important to (EFL) learners especially at a
more advanced level.
So, because the words (morphemes) of a language are arbitrary (not predictable by rule),
they must be listed in a mental lexicon. The lexicon is a repository of the words (or
morphemes) of a language and their meanings (Victoria, et al: 151). Languages also
contain many phrases whose meanings are not predictable on the basis of the meanings of
the individual words. These phrases typically start out as metaphors and are repeated so
often that they become fixture in the language. Such expressions are called idioms or
idiomatic phrases. Idioms, grammatically as well as semantically, have special
characteristics. They must be entered into the lexicon or mental dictionary as single items
with their meanings specified, and learners must learn the special restrictions on their use
in sentences.
Like all languages, English is the language that is full of idioms and it’s widely used by
native speakers of the language both in their written and spoken languages and they (i.e.
native speakers) tend to use idiomatic expressions spontaneously without thinking of the
figurative meaning. Therefore, it’s inevitable for (EFL) learners to face some difficulties
in understanding idiomatic expressions because they don’t know what the image or
nature of idiom are based on.
The very definition of an idiom has varied, and even today, there is no consensus as to
what an idiom is: for some researchers, idioms include different types of fixed
expressions, such as greetings or collocations, whereas others draw stricter lines.
However; idioms are defined according to different syntactic and semantic aspects, but
most definitions take an idiom as a phrase that generally has a fixed structure and non-
literal meaning. For this reason most (EFL) learners faced problems when they deal with
them. They cannot treat them the same way they deal with other types of fixed
expressions, simply because idioms undergo syntactic operations. As for the semantic
aspect of idioms, the difficulty has to do with their non- compositionality as their
meaning is not directly related to the meaning of the words that constitute them.
To sum up, the definition of idiom depends very much upon what are considered to be
the most salient features of an idiom. In earlier years, when language studies in general
were more interested in structures than meaning, idioms studies, too, focused on the form
of idioms and form was also the basis of an idiom’s definition. Idioms were seen as
frozen, multi-word expressions that tolerated little or no (structural) variation. They were
also considered dead, that is, there was no link to be detected between their meaning and
origin. More recent studies affected by functionalists views in linguistics, have
approached idioms differently: instead of focusing on the structure, their emphasis has
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been on the meaning (s) of an idiom. It has been shown that idioms’ meanings are far
more arbitrary although the link between the literal and metaphorical meaning may not
always be obvious. In this study, metaphorcity is taken to be the most important feature
of an idiom, as idioms are very much alive also tolerates both lexical and grammatical
changes.

Finally, as for its importance, idiomatic expressions can help (EFL) learners penetrate
into the culture, customs and lifestyle of the target language.

1-2: Statement of the Problem:

This study concerns with investigating the difficulties encountered by Sudanese (EFL)
using and understanding the meaning of idiomatic expressions in written texts. learners in
There is no doubt that idioms are an important aspect in English Language; therefore it is
necessary for the Sudanese (EFL) learners to have some knowledge of these expressions
in order to understand native speakers easily, however idiomatic expressions can pose
many difficulties to Sudanese (EFL) learners because their meanings are unpredictable.
To many Sudanese (EFL) learners idioms are stumbling block in their way to master
English; this is because the meaning of the words that make up an idiom does not match
the intended meaning of the idiom. Thus, it is very significant to look at the reasons
behind the difficulties of English idioms that Sudanese (EFL) learners encounter in
written texts. So, in order to diagnose the above cited problem in the present study, the
researcher will design a test consisting idiomatic expressions to have insight into the
problems investigated.

1-3: Objectives of the Study:

This study aims to:

1-Investigate the difficulties encountered by Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University
in understanding idiomatic expressions in written texts.

2-Dicover the awareness of the Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University about the
meaning of idiomatic expressions in context.

3-Find out whether Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University use context clues to
guess the meaning of idiomatic expressions in written texts.

1-4: Questions of the Study:

This study addresses the following questions:

1-What are the difficulties that face Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University when
they encounter idiomatic expressions in written texts?

2-To what extent do Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University can be fully aware of
the meaning of idiomatic expressions in context?

3-To what extent do Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University use contextual clues to
guess the meaning of idiomatic expressions in written texts?

1-5: Hypotheses of the Study:

The researchers assume that Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University face
difficulties in understanding the meaning of idiomatic expressions in written texts, these
assumptions are as follow:

1-Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University face many difficulties when dealing with
idiomatic expressions in written texts.

2-Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University are not fully aware of the meaning of
idiomatic expressions in context.
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3-Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University are unable to use the contextual clues to
guess the meaning of idiomatic expressions in context.
1-6: Significance of the Study:
Since idioms are frequently used in spoken and written English, language learners must
make an effort to master idioms, though complete mastery perhaps nearly impossible,
therefore; being competent in understanding idiomatic expressions within a written texts
require a good knowledge of the culture of the target language. As such, this study is
extremely important because it addresses one of the most significant, but relatively
neglected areas of language studies at Sudan University. As for its contribution to
knowledge it is intended to increase one’s understanding the nature of idiomatic
expressions, more specifically, (EFL) learners at Sudan University.
1-7: Methodology of the Study:
This study is descriptive; the researcher uses the descriptive analytical method of research
to conduct the present study. As for data collection, the researchers design a test on
idioms for the qualifying year’s students at Sudan University, College of Languages,
English- Department, where some of them will be chosen randomly to represent the
sample of the study. As for data analysis, the researchers use a computer programme
known as (SPSS) method to reveal the results
1-8: Limitations of the Study:
This study is limited to investigate the difficulties encountered by Sudanese (EFL)
learners in using and understanding the meaning of idiomatic expressions in written texts.
The sample will exclusively be drawn from the qualifying year’s students at Sudan
University of Science and Technology, College of Languages, Department of English in
the year 2018-2019.

2-0. Literature Review and Previous Studies
Idiomatic expressions have long played an important role in the English Language. In
fact, the use of idioms is so widespread that an understanding of these expressions is
essential to successful communication, whether in listening, speaking, reading or writing.
They (i.e. idioms) are something special about any language and they build up some
distinctive features which differentiate one language from another. They are not separate
part of the language which can choose either to use or omit, but they form a significant
part of the general vocabulary of English. Idioms appear in any language, and English has
thousands of them. They are often confusing, because the meaning of the whole group of
words taken together has little and often nothing to do with the meanings of the words
taken separately. However, one of the interesting things about idioms is that they are
anomalous to language. It is therefore, break the normal rules. They do this in two main
areas in linguistics, semantically with regard to their meanings and syntactically have to
do with their structures. Thus, this chapter attempts to broadly cover these two main
aspects.
According to what is being mentioned above, this chapter will be divided into two parts.
The first part attempts to account for the theoretical framework of the study that deals
with the general features of idioms, their definition, types, classification and
characteristics. In addition to that, the importance of idioms to (EFL) learners, the
difficulties behind understanding idioms, enhancing the comprehension of idioms and the
effect of context on (EFL) learners’ understanding of idioms will be shown. The second
part, on the other hand, highlights some related previous studies on idioms.
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2-1.Characteristics of Idioms:

This section deals with some of syntactic and semantic characteristics that idioms have
and attempts to look at some linguistic knowledge that might help us to understand why
idioms have such anomalous features. Frozenness, in turn, referred to the fixedness of
idioms’ form, in other words, idioms have very limited tolerance of transformations and
variations. But, these views have been re-examined and challenged during the past few
years, Lakoff et al, (1987, P.485). On the contrary, the more recent studies considered
idioms as far from dead, that is, the relationship between the literal and figurative
meanings can often be detected at least in the etymology of an expression, Nippold et al
(1992). In this study, the terms figurativeness and metaphoricity are used as synonyms,
because metaphoricity is one of the most frequently mentioned feature of idioms. Nearly
all studies treat this characteristic as a fundamental attribute of an idiom. However, as has
been mentioned in the previous section, there are different degrees of figurativeness, that
is, how easily the meaning of an idiom can be detected or guessed; there are transparent,
semi-transparent, semi-opaque, and opaque idioms. Therefore, the main aim of the
following two sections is find how the different characteristics of English idioms affect
(EFL) learners’ interpretation.

2-2.Previous Studies on Idioms:

In this section, the researchers include all the previous studies and the published papers
that are related to the current study.

2-2-1: Abdulla Elkheir, Sudan University of Science & Technology, (2012). The
above mentioned researcher conducted a study entitled: An Investigation into
Difficulties of Understanding and Using English Idioms Facing Sudanese Students
Majoring in English Language (Ph.D. thesis).

In this study the researcher attempts to examine the difficulties which experienced by
Sudanese students majoring in English Language in understanding and using English
idioms. The researcher adopts the descriptive analytical method to conduct this study; he
designs a test for the students at fourth level and a questionnaire for ELT teachers to
obtain the required data.

The thesis provides a general description of the semantic, the syntactic and the lexical
properties of idioms as well as the collocational restrictions that govern the idiomatic
structure, besides, the researcher tries to show the status of idioms in language in general
and in the Sudanese English Language syllabuses in particular. He also examines some of
the most popular approaches and methods for learning and teaching English idioms.

The findings of this study reveal low abilities of Sudanese students in recognizing
English idioms and the researcher attributes these problems to the negligence of idioms in
English Language curricula.

Based on these findings, the researcher recommends that syllabus designers at Sudan
University of Science & Technology should give utmost importance to idioms in
particular and language chunks in general.

2-2-2: Motaz Abdulgader Morgan, Sudan University of Science & Technology,
(2016).

The aforementioned researcher conducted an (M.A thesis) entitled: The Impact of
Phrasal Verbs and Idiomatic Expressions on Promoting the Linguistic Competence
of (EFL) Learners.
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The aim of this study was to investigate the impact of phrasal verbs and idiomatic
expressions on promoting the linguistic competence of EFL learner. The researcher who
conducted the study has adopted the descriptive analytical method with dual tools; a
questionnaire and a test for third year students at SUST. After the data being analyzed
through SPSS, the researcher came up with the following findings: most of teaching
activities at SUST neglect using phrasal verbs and idiomatic expressions, students are
much weaker in idioms than phrasal verbs.

Based on these findings the researcher recommends that: EFL learners are required to be
well familiarized with language chunks and teachers should give their students enough
time to practice phrasal verbs and idiomatic expressions.

2-2-3: Mohammed Amir Anwar Mohammed, SUST, (2017).

The above mentioned researcher conducted an (M.A thesis) entitled: The Role of
Teaching Idiomatic Expressions in Developing Basic Level Pupils’ Linguistic
Competence.

This study aims to investigate the perspective of EFL teachers on idioms in language
teaching and learning. The researcher looked into three major points that make idioms
such an obstacle to the English learners, these three points were: 1-the difficulties of
idioms including comprehension and usage 2-language connection with culture 3-
methods of teaching idioms.

The purpose of this study is to prove how the idiomatic expressions are instrumental in
consolidating the basic level pupils’ linguistic competence. The sample was exclusively
drawn from Smart International School and the data of the study has been collected by
using written interview (survey). The researcher asked the participants to write about
their own perspective in teaching English idiomatic expressions and the role of them in
teaching EFL learners. The researcher uses SPSS to analyze the data.

The results of the study revealed that idioms are very important and they play a
significant role in language teaching and learning. Based on the findings, the researcher
recommended that: idioms are an important aspect of language and should not be skipped
from language curricula and that there is a strong relationship between idioms and
culture. The researcher also suggested that teachers should adopt effective ways in
teaching idioms.

2-2-4: Fatimah S. Alshiraida, Assist. Instr. Department of English, Al-Turah
University College, AI-USTATH Magazine, No 210, Volume Two, 2014.

The aforementioned researcher conducted a research paper entitled: The Impact of
Teaching Idiomatic Expressions on the foreign Language Learners’
Comprehension.

In this paper, the researcher explained the role of idiomatic expressions in improving the
comprehension of the foreign language learners, as these expressions are cultural
specifics and can affect the understanding of the foreign language learners. Therefore, it
Is important that these expressions should be introduced in foreign language textbooks
and taught by the teachers of the foreign language. Idiomatic expressions should be
taught in context and not in isolation because their figurative meaning is not obvious
from the literal meaning of their individual constituents. Thus, this study aimed to find
out whether teaching English idiomatic expressions improve the foreign language
learners’ comprehension in listening as well as reading skills and how this will enhance
their fluency at speaking the foreign language.
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Based on these findings, the researcher recommends that: Arab students who are learning
English especially at the university level should be familiarized with the English
Language specific idioms to improve their fluency in spoken English, and help them
improve their reading comprehension.
3-0: Methodology
This chapter gives an account for the research method adopted, the population and the
sample of the study, the instrument and the procedures for data collection. It also
describes how data are analyzed, and how validity and reliability of the study’s tool are
verified. As mentioned earlier, the present study is a descriptive; the researcher uses the
statistical analytical method to conduct the study.
3-1: Population of the Study:
The targeted subjects of this is roughly (80) students who are currently taking preparatory
courses for the M.A program. (30) Of them were selected randomly inside the class of the
study to represent the other students. They, (i.e. the students) were males and females
from Sudan University of Science & Technology, College of Languages, Department of
English.
3-2: Sample of the Study:
The sample of this study was exclusively drawn from the qualifying year’s students who
are majoring in English; their whole number was (30), the researcher distributed (16)
copies of the test in the first session, while the other (14) copies were given out a week
after to the same sample to verify the reliability of the tool. The participants involved in
this study had been leaning English for at least (13) years, starting from basic school and
continuing through secondary school, and then to college. Therefore, their overall
language competence was supposed to be high, since they were homogenous in terms of
learning experience and learning environment.
3-3: The Instrument for Data Collection:
The instrument used for data collection was a test of idioms. The test was made up of
three questions, each question consists of (10) items and it was given in the form of a text
that contains a variety of idiomatic expressions, where the participants were asked to read
over the text and match up the underlined idiomatic expressions to their meaning. The
second form of the test was taken the shape of multiple-choice questions, while the third
form was in the shape of guessing the meaning of idiomatic expressions from the context.
The test was exclusively chosen from English VVocabulary in Use (Michael McCarthy,
2002:P.199) and Practice with Idioms (Ronald E. Feare, 1980: P. xvii, 13, 27, 49,127)
and that (i.e. the test) was statistically analyzed. In analyzing the data, the following
statistical tests have been taken into account:
1-Reliability co-efficient, was used to check the reliability of the test used in this study.
2-
Descriptive statistics, such as valid, frequencies, and percentages were used to account
for the basic features of the data collected.
3-4: Procedures of Data Collection:
The researcher administered the test to the participants by the end of their normal class,
after getting the permission from the lecturer and the students themselves. It was worth
mentioning here that, the researcher has defined the term idiom theoretically and gave
one clear example to ensure that the students understood the concept. After the test was
given out to those who were attended the lecture, the aim of conducting the test was
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explained and the participants were asked to complete the task to the best of their
abilities. The time allowed for the test was one-hour. In fact, there were some instructions
given by the researcher after the distribution of the test. These instructions were as
follows:
1-Don’t use, whether an electronic or a paper dictionary or any other reference to check
the meaning of an idiom.
2-don’t ask your neighbor for assistance.
4-0: Data analysis, Results, and Discussion
This study aims at investigating the difficulties encountered by Sudanese (EFL) learners
in comprehending idiomatic expressions in written texts. The subject of the study was
mainly drawn from Sudan University of Science & Technology, College of Languages,
English-Department, qualifying year’s students. So, in this chapter the researcher
provides the data analysis of the study and discusses the results obtained from the
students. Furthermore, the study hypotheses will be tested based on the results of the
participants who involved in the present study.
4-1: The Analysis of the Test:
This study is a descriptive; the researcher uses the statistical method, known as the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) to analyze the data obtained from the
participants who involved in this study. In order to analyze the data, the following
statistical tests have been considered.
1-Reliability co-efficient: was used to check the reliability of the test.
2-descriptive statistics which includes valid, frequencies, and percentage were used to
describe the basic features of the data collected.
4-2: The Responses of the Test:
The responses to the diagnostic test of the 30 students were tabulated and computed. The
following is an analytical interpretation and discussion of the findings regarding different
points related to the objectives and hypotheses of the study.
Each statement in the test is analyzed statistically and discussed. The following tables and
figures will support the discussion.
4-3: Statistical Reliability and Validity of the Students’ Test:
The reliability coefficient was calculated for the measurement, which was used in the test
using Alpha - Cronbach coefficient Equation as the following: For calculating the
validity and the reliability of the test from the above equation, the researcher distributed
the attest to respondents to calculate the reliability co-efficient using the Alpha-Cronbach
coefficient the results have been shown in the following table. To ascertain the reliability
of the test Cronbach’s- Alpha measure was used. The reason behind using this measure,
because it is more flexible and it is often the most appropriate reliability estimate for
language testing research and language test development projects.
4-4: Reliability Statistics:
Reliability Number of questions
Cronbach's Alpha .87 3
The test was the only tool used to collect data of the study. It was constructed and
validated to investigate the difficulties encountered by (EFL) learners in comprehending
idiomatic expressions in written texts in the 5" year at Sudan University of Science and
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Technology. The analysis of the data obtained from the subjects will be presented in
tables and figures; each table or figure will be followed by a comment.
4-5: Students’ Test
Question one: Read the following dialogue and try to guess the use of the underlined
idiomatic expressions.
Table (4-1): the frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents’
according to question (1)

Valid Frequencies Percentage
Succeeded 3 10%
Failed 27 90%

Total 30 100%

From the above table No (4-1) and figure No (4-1) it’s shown that there are (3) students
in the study's sample with percentage (10%) have Succeeded in the first question, and
There are (27) participants with percentage (90%0) were Failed to pass the question.
Question Two: Draw a circle around an idiomatic expression which has the best
meaning in each of the context below.
Table (4-2): the frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents’
according to question (2)

Valid Frequencies Percentage
Succeeded 11 37%
Failed 19 63%

Total 30 100%

From the above table No (4-2) and figure No (4-2) it’s shown that there are (11) students

in the study's sample with percentage (37%) have Succeeded the question (2:2), and

There are (19) participants with percentage (63%0) were Failed to pass the question.

Question Three: Try to guess the meaning of each idiom as it is used in the following

sentences. Underline the contextual clues as you are trying to guess the meaning.
Table (4-3): the frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents’
according to question (3)

Valid Frequencies Percentage
Succeeded 1 3%

Failed 29 97%

Total 30 100%

From the above table No (4-3) and figure No (4-3) it’s shown that there is (1) student in
the study's sample with percentage (3%0) has Succeeded question (3), and There are (29)
participants with percentage (97%) were Failed to pass the question

The total result of the study’s test:

Table (4-4): the frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents according
to the whole questions of the test.

Valid Frequencies Percentage
Succeeded 6 20%
Failed 24 80%
Total 30 100%
%4 SUST Journal of Educational Sciences vol. 21 No. 1, March (2020)
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From the above table No (4-4) and figure No (4-4) it’s obvious that there are (6) students
in the study's sample with percentage (20%) have Succeeded in the whole test and there
are (24) subjects with percentage (80%) were Failed to pass the test.

Table (4-5) one sample T-TEST for the questions of the study.

Questions N mean SD t-value DF p-value
1 30 3.7 0.3 6.1 29 0.00
2 30 2.8 1.4 7.3 29 0.00
3 30 3.1 0.76 4.5 29 0.01

The calculated value of T —TEST for the significance of the differences for the
respondent’s answers in the question No (1 ) was (6.1 ) which is greater than the
tabulated value of T— TEST at the degree of freedom (29 ) and the significant value
level (0.05%) which was (2.34). This indicates that, there are no statistically significant
differences at the level (0.05 %) among the answers of the respondents. this mean that
our hypothesis is verified.

The calculated value of T—TEST for the significance of the differences for the

.3 ) which is greater than the 7respondent’s answers in the question No (2 ) was (
tabulated value of T — TEST at the degree of freedom (29 ) and the significant value
level (0.05%) which was (2.34). This indicates that, there are statistically significant
differences at the level (0.05 %) among the answers of the respondents. this mean that
our hypothesis is confirmed.

The calculated value of T —TEST for the significance of the differences for the
respondent’s answers in the question No (3 ) was (4.5 ) which is greater than the
tabulated value of T— TEST at the degree of freedom (29 ) and the significant value
level (0.05%) which was (2.34). This indicates that, there are statistically significant
differences at the level (0.05 %) among the answers of the respondents. this mean that
our hypothesis is verified.

4-6: Discussion of the Results:

In this section the researcher wants to shed lights on the results obtained from subjects
who involved in the present study and discuss them according to their performance in the
test.

As shown in question No (1) in the test, the results confirmed that (EFL) learners at
Sudan University face many difficulties in dealing with the meaning of idiomatic
expressions in a written text; this is obviously seen in the students’ performance
regarding the first question in the test. Where the frequency and the percentage of the
students who failed in this question was greater than those who passed it.

As far as the second question in the test was concerned, the results indicated that the
meanings of idiomatic expressions are a complex issue and that (i.e. idioms) are fairly
difficult for the Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University. On the other hand,
idiomatic expressions are encountered in a wide range of spoken and written contexts;
therefore, it is essential that Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University are at least
aware of idioms and their metaphorical nature. However, it was demonstrated that one
fourth of the students have the ability to guess the meaning of idiomatic expressions in
context, those students scored at (37%), whereas those who failed in that question scored
at (63%).
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The results displayed in question No (3) in the test demonstrated that Sudanese (EFL)
learners at Sudan University are unable to use the contextual clues to guess the meaning
of unfamiliar idioms and they also failed to recognize idioms as wholes. There was only
one participant who passed this question while the rest of the students failed to do so.
This can be attributed to the lack of knowledge in using contextual clues to guess the
meaning of figurative language in general, besides the tendency to seek assistance in the
mother tongue also led to erroneous interpretation.

4-7: Verification of the Study’s Hypotheses:

In this section the researcher will verify the study’s hypotheses with reference to the
results obtained from the students’ performance in the test in order to see to what extent
the hypotheses were confirmed or rejected. It is worth mentioning here that, this study
was basically based on three objectives, in addition three hypotheses were generated and
discussed in this study.

4-7-1: Hypothesis One:

It was assumed that Sudanese (EFL) learners at SUST face many difficulties in dealing
with idiomatic expressions in written texts.

From the analysis of the study’s tool, it was found out that this hypothesis was confirmed
by the students’ performance in the first question in the test.

4-7-2: Hypothesis Two:

It was hypothesized that Sudanese (EFL) learners at SUST are not fully aware of the
meaning of idiomatic expressions in context.

The frequency and the percentage of the second question in the test were proved and
confirmed this hypothesis.

4-7-3: Hypothesis Three:

It was speculated that Sudanese (EFL) learners at SUST are unable to use the contextual
clues to guess the meaning of unfamiliar idiomatic expressions in context.

The results obtained from the analysis of the third question in the test was confirmed this
hypothesis.

5-0: Findings, Recommendations, and suggestion for Further Studies:

This chapter will wrap up the last pages of this study; it will give a short account for the
major findings of the study, the recommendations as well as suggestions for further
studies.

5-1: Findings:

Based on the results of the data analysis, the researcher concluded to the following
findings:

1-ldiomatic expressions pose many difficulties to Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan
University in written texts.

2- Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University were totally unaware of the meaning of
idiomatic expressions in context.

3- Sudanese (EFL) learners at Sudan University were unable to use the contextual clues
to guess the meaning of unfamiliar idioms.

5-2: Recommendations:

In the light of the findings of the present study, the following recommendations are
postulated:

1-Formulaic language, more specifically idiomatic expressions should be given a special
care when teaching English Language.
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2-English syllabus designers at Sudan University must give a considerable attention to
idioms.

3-Idiomatic expressions must be taught in context not in isolation and their meaning
should be learnt as a whole not separately.

5-3: Suggestions for Further Studies:

The researcher does not claim comprehensiveness or thoroughness when conducted this
study, thus he suggested more studies to be carried out in order to cover the whole
aspects of this topic and in this regard, the researcher suggests the following:

1-More studies are needed to be conducted on the importance of idiomatic expressions to
(EFL) learners.

2-Further studies are required to investigate the best ways of teaching and learning
formulaic language in general and idiomatic expressions in particular to (EFL) learners.
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ABSTRACT:

This study aimed at identifying the attitudes of the students of the University of Sudan,
College of Engineering, Department of Electricity toward the use of the Internet for
academic purposes and for developing their academic knowledge compared with their
use for social purposes. Beside, identifying the obstacles that limit the use of the Internet
in the academic purposes. The study used the analytical descriptive methodology. The
data was collected the questionnaire and the interview. The sample consisted of 100
students. The study found that the students of the Electricity use the Internet for academic
purposes and for developing their knowledge. However, they do not employ social
networks for academic purposes. The study revealed the existence of some obstacles that
limit the use of the internet for academic purposes. Based on these results, the study
suggested some recommendations e.g. encouraging the students and the teaching staff to
use social networks for academic purposes, establishing academic groups and removing
the obstacles that limit the use of the Internet for academic purposes.
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Using Pictures Based Activities in Developing Oral Skills of Basic School Pupils
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ABSTRACT:

Pictures have a vital role in teaching and learning English as a foreign language. Teachers
use pictures as a teaching instrument in order to facilitate the learning process. These
pictures can be taken from different sources such as the internet, books, magazines and
others. The objective of this paper is to measure the impact of using picture based
activities on enhancing oral communication among Sudanese basic schools Pupils. The
study adopted the descriptive analytical method and a questionnaire was used to collect
data from (40) EFL teachers at basic schools. (SPSS) was used to analyze data. The paper
found that: Pictures affect students' oral skills, pictures are considered a flexible and
visual instruction technique. The study recommended that: Teachers should use pictures
based activities to enhance students' oral skills. Teachers should select coloured pictures
in accordance with pupils' needs and interests.

Keywords: Picture — pictures based activities — oral
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Study Problem

1.1 Introduction

The present study tries to shed light on the most effective activity to improve oral
communication which is also called picture based activities and investigate its influence
upon English learners, and how these techniques should be highly regarded from teachers
and learners to achieve its goal. One other way to make use of pictures in speaking
activities is to give students just one picture and have them describe what is that picture
About. For such activities pupils are given different pictures, so pupils discuss the
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pictures with their groups, then spoken person for each group describes the picture to the
whole class. These activities foster the creativity and imagination of the learners as well
as their speaking skill.

On the other hand, in the different picture activities students can work in pairs where
each couple is given two different pictures for example a picture of boys playing football
and another picture of girls playing tennis. Students in pairs discuss the similarities and
difference. It is called picture —based activities (describing pictures, and picture
differences are a great way to start).

1.2 Study Problem

The problem which the present study attempts to investigate is that the pupils of Basic
schools cannot communicate orally as a result of ignorance of the most important
activities that strongly contribute to enhancing oral skills which are also called describe
pictures. It is observed that these activities are commonly ignored by teachers who teach
English language at Sudanese Basic schools. Therefore this neglect strongly affected
pupils’ oral skills.

1.3 The Goal This Study

To measure the impact of using picture based activities on enhancing English oral
communication Skills among Sudanese basic school pupils.

1.4 Study Hypothesis

Picture based activities have strong influence on promoting oral communication among
Sudanese basic school pupils, it is used commonly in teaching English language.

15 Study Importance

This study will be beneficial to both basic school pupils and teachers of English
language. The result of this study will be implemented to promote the secondary school
students performance to use pictures based activities to enhance English oral
communication.

1.6 Study Limit

The present study will be limited to academic year (2018-2019), and also will be limited
to EL-Amarat Model Basic School Khartoum Locality, Khartoum State.

1.7 Study Terms

1.8 1 Picture

Oxford Advanced learners' Dictionary which defined the term pictures” Wheather it is as
an object a painting or drawing .etc. that shows a scene. According to Andrew Wright
(1989 :2) " Pictures are not just an aspect of method by through their representation of
places, object, and people they are an essential part of the overall experiences".

2.8.2 Visual Aids

Definitions indicate the visual aids as “thinking process”. There is relation between the
visual and the way we are thinking. The mental picture we visualize when we speak.
Boyed (2004:12) explains that: “An important way to keep the audience listening to you
the audience se mental pictures as you speak — we tend to think in pictures.

2. Literature Review and Previous Studies

Theoretical Frame

2.1.1 Definition of Visual Aids

Many writers define visual aids differently but most of these definitions indicate the
visual aids as “thinking process”. There is relation between the visual and the way we are
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thinking. The mental picture we visualize when we speak. Boyed (2004:12) explains
that:
“An important way to keep the audience listening to you
the audience sees mental pictures as you speak — we tend to
think in pictures. For visualize a specific river familiar to
you. So it be hooves the speaker to develop material that
will point pictures in the minds of the audience”.
There is no doubt that pictures attract attention and interest not only because they show
new views of the past, the future and the far away but because they do this in a direct
way. A skillful teacher will also use them to encourage learner to turn their thoughts into
words. These materials are sometimes known as realia”. Berwuld (1987:3) thinks that:
“Realia refers to objects, not copies models or representations.
From a particular culture (and) ... ... one designed. For use in real
life situations not for use as instructional tools, Realia and other
authentic materials ....provide a wide range of printed and spoken
messages that can be used as primary or secondary material in a
..... language classroom”.
Visual aids and realia have some function and can be used in the classroom effectively.
Visual aids are considered as effective teaching aids. Hot (1995: 121) provides the
following “basic kit” of teaching aids, including objects, games and materials”.
1- Realia: clocks, food, items, a calendars fruits and maps, food containers, house hold

objects and the classroom objects.
2- Flash cards: pictures woods and signs.
3- Pictures or photographs, personal, magazine.
4- QOver head projector, transparencies.
5- Pocket chart for numbers, letters, and pictures.

According to Collins English Dictionary (1991:23) “devices, such as film, slides, models
and black board that display in visual form material to understood or remembered”, but
Keller (1997:1) notices that:

“Visual aids: vision is also general methods for devices that assist

with vision include screen readers. Screen enlargers, magnifiers

large type books taped books, form graphics, synthesizers and

scanners.”
2.1.2 The Importance of Visual Aids
Visual aids are necessary and very important method for training and learning English,
above all they motivate learning and provide varieties which avoid boredom in the
teaching method. Ashby: (1975:26-62) states " Any technology which increases the rote
of learning , enables the teacher to teach less and the learner to learn more."

There is no doubt that the devices called, (audio visual aids) do

contribute to this end. They provide two channels of access to the

mind which can be used simultaneously, through the eye and the
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ear. “Using aids simplifies the learning process, evoke interest in
the foreign language helps the teacher utilize his time, motivate
pupils to practice the language provides language experience to
improve communicative competence".
Visual aids can be used at any stage of lesson to help in presenting new language or
introducing a topic. Doff, (1978:81) mention that: "Good visual aids are not used once,
but again and again can be shared by different teachers™. Davies and pears (2000:14)
states opinion is must be a genuine purpose for reading or listening to the material in the
first place they state that:
" Topics can be a rich source of motivation in English language
classroom. Teacher way use authentic materials of personal interest
for example magazine, newspaper , articles, cassettes of songs, and
videos of television programmers".
2.1.3 Definition of a Picture
There are many different ways to define the term picture in context of language teaching
never less the most popular definition is offered by Oxford Advanced learners' Dictionary
which defines that term pictures” a painting or drawing .etc. that shows a scene.
According to Andrew Wright (1989 :2) " Pictures are not just an aspect of method by
through their representation of places, object, and people they are an essential part of the
overall experiences". In other words learners will have experiences in comprehending a
new object thanks to pictures that facilitate this process, moreover they help them to
imagine more efficiently. Wright (1990: 64) defines pictures s: " Two dimensional visual
representation of person place or things photographs which are most common but
sketches, Cartoon, morals, cottons charts graph and maps are widely used, picture may
not only be worth a nouns and years or thousand riles through pictures, see people place,
and things from area for outside their own experience. Cobuild (1987: 18) defined a
picture as “a visual representation or image painted, drawn, photographed, or otherwise
rendered on a flat surface.”Mckenchnie (1980 p.1357) defined the word picture in
Webster Dictionary as an image of an object, person, or a scene produce on a flat/surface,
especially by painting, drawing, or photography. It is obvious that the most outstanding
feature of a picture is its visibility to learners; teachers can use it for a lot of pedagogical
purposes. There are some vivid examples of common types of pictures such as: visible
pictures printed in textbook; cut from magazines or newspapers; drawn on cards or
boards, shown in slides in PowerPoint programs.
Furthermore, a definition was provided about pictures by Accurate and Reliable
Dictionary:
* The art of painting.
* A representation of anything (as a person, a landscape, a building) upon, paper, or other
surface, produced by means of painting, drawing, or photography.
* Graphic art involving an artistic composition made by applying paints to a surface.
* A visual representation produced on a surface.
* A clear mental image.
» A graphic or vivid verbal description. (Accurate and Reliable Dictionary, 2004-2010
Macmillan Dictionary gave definitions to the term picture:
* Drawing, painting, or photograph.
* An image on a television, video, or computer screen.
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Generally speaking, pictures are considered as a kind of visual instruction materials that
might used to develop and support motivation in creating a positive attitude to learn and
teach English language and sustain language skills.

2.1.3 Types of Pictures

According to Wright (1989), there are several types of pictures to use

Check Chart for Picture

Teachers can utilize this type of pictures so as to exploit thoughts about certain ways of
using pictures that they choose. First, when special thoughts appear, in order to keep the
pictures, instructors could write it on the back of picture or on an envelope. Second, when
general thoughts appear, they might file the picture in the general subject file.

Picture of Single Objects

Generally this kind of picture refers to description of particular subject on account of
pointing to a unique topic, for instance: talking about food, cars, animals, clothes, gifts
and everyday objects.

Pictures of One Person

These types of picture make the learner guess the individuals' appearances, the social
situations of the person, and also their thoughts and emotions.

Pictures of Famous People

Teachers portray pictures of famous people to their learners and then they inform them
about their identity, character as well as the physical description.

Pictures from History

These sorts of pictures are used by teachers in order to illustrate scenes, customs and
objects from the history. The use of past tense form is required in pictures from history.
Fantasy Pictures

This kind of pictures can be removing from old children's books. They generally
demonstrate daily activities, for instance, eating, sleeping, running, and other activities.
Pictures of Maps and Symbols

Their use occurred in the areas of daily life. For example: in road traffic booklets, holiday
brochures, and other areas. In general, it is necessary to take in consideration the meaning
and knowledge about the purposes and mission, as well as the function, and the right
action concerning these symbols and maps.

2.1.4Pairs of Pictures

They are beneficial. The form taken is like pair pictures; thus, pairs of pictures are used in
matching activities instead of identical one in which learners are enquired to put the
differences and similarities between all of them.

2.1.5 Sequence of Pictures

Cartoon strips and instruction of pictures are effective; they are usually found in
newspaper as a funny drawing with comment under them. The strips could be used to
contextualize a story or describe a process. Teachers can ask questions in order to assist
the learners catch the meaning of the strip. For example: intermediate and advanced
student can debate relevance between the drawing and the words as well as the context.
2.1.6 Student and Teachers' Drawing

Teachers could draw pictures to teach oral; learners could do the same to learn new
words, some kinds of drawing may have efficiency to reach certain objectives, these
alternative pictures provide a direct related source of pictorial material for the activities.
Learners and teachers' drawing could reflect their individually and immediacy of special
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quality. Therefore the same kinds of pictures are appropriate instead of others mostly for
personal experiences. Betty Morgan Bowen (1973 cited in (Liza Fauziah, 2011 p.16),
gave some types of pictures according to their shapes.

2.1.7 Wall Charts

They portray a phase of a subject, wall charts could be a product of photograph, artist's
drawing, symbols, graph and text.

2.2.1.8 Wall Picture

Simply, this sort of pictures is a large description of scene or event or set of both,
generally it is used with the full class. Wall pictures could take place of something for
instance the sky, the sun, the cloud, the sea, and others. They are unreasonable to bring
into classroom.

2.1.9 Flash Card

Word flashcard is a card with printed words; they are very effective to the teacher,
because they illustrate the exact required objectives. Picture flashcards are beneficial in
the case of representing single concept, for

example: an object or an action.

2.1.10 Word Cards

They involve visual cards such as text magazine picture, drawing, maps, and diagrams.
Thus, teachers should be aware about all the sorts of pictures and understand well which
picture to be used in the EFL classes.

2.1.11 Teaching with Picture

As an addition to other forms of classroom materials teaching with objects offers a direct
experience for students. Educational research over the past fifty years has Cleary
established that hand on learning is are warding, essential experience for all learners in
addition to some children respond more readily to objects than they do to other more
abstracts teaching materials. Thus teaching with objects can help those children achieve
better understanding of topic presented, perhaps offering them a leadership role among
their peers. Teaching with objects is also a powerful way to facilities concept learning"
the skill of classification which helps children develop high levels of reasoning and
assessment abilities.

Teaching with object is n excellent means to enhance students sensory literacy allowing
them to develop the hearing smell and even fast and to analyze and articulate that
evidence.

Teaching with objects offers latitude for shaping lessons to student interests and needs"
theory enhancing the polemical of these strives to be realize in the classroom.

Lessons incorporating objects are effectively carried out in small groups, allowing
students to work co- operatively, share their learning with comnious and pool their
knowledge, Group work alsoallows students to test their ides in the relativessecurity of
small number of pearsbefore sharing insight with class as a whole.

2.1.12 The Advantages of Using Pictures in Teaching English Language

Teachers have to be aware that teaching English to EFL classed in not an easy task to
deal with, therefore they should bear in mind that the knowledge of bringing multiple
technique is needed. Pictures have a vital role in teaching and learning English as a
foreign /second language. Gerlach and Elly (1980 :277) claim that, there are advantages
of pictures as follows:

- Pictures are not expensive and generally available
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- They deliver common experiences for the whole group.

- The visual detail makes it possible to study which would otherwise be impossible

- Pictures can help to prevent and correct misconceptions.

- Pictures offers stimulus to further study, reading and research. Visual evidence is a
powerful tool.

- Visual evidence is a powerful tool.

2.1.13 Ways of Using Pictures as a Teaching Strategy

Teachers use pictures as a teaching strategy in order to facilitate learning process. These
pictures can be taken from different sources such as internet, books, magazines and
others; they can be in form of flash cards, large wall pictures, cues cards, photographs or
illustration in textbook.

Pictures can be used in various ways as Harmer (2007) mentioned some of them.

2.1.14 Drills

This way is used by the teacher with student who has a lower level in learning
vocabularies, as well as helping them to understand the topic they deal with. Teachers put
learners in pairs and groups in classroom and distribute for them cards which contain
certain words, after that pupils are asked to formulate a sentence dependent on the words
found in the picture (card).

2.1.15 Communication (games)

Certainly pictures are functional for different communication tasks, particularly where
they are included with a game, like describing, drawing activities. The learner describes a
picture and his mates attempt to design the picture without seeing the basic one. Another
optional proposal is to organize the class into four groups, for instance, group A, group B,
group C and group D, then the teacher supplies each group with different pictures that
displayed a separated series of a story, after that the teacher gives his/her students enough
time to look and debate their pictures, later on the instructor collect the pictures from
them and reform new groups with previous members, it means that he takes one from
each group, after that he asked them to share the data and organize them in order to
understand the story. Likewise, the pictures have an effective use in creative writing of
pupils, teachers asked them to create story based on a certain number of pictures (at least
3pictures). Furthermore, he could enquire them to produce a conversation dependent on
specific pictures; therefore they have to choose one card and start to build a dialogue on it
(Harmer, 2007, p.135).

2.1.16 Using Picture to Motivate Students in Speaking Class

Using pictures will make a number of benefits in teaching a second language. Firstly,
pictures canpromote learners’ interest in learning foreign language. Secondly, Byrne
(1990) maintains that pictures can stimulate students’ discussion and interpretation of the
topic. Thirdly, students’ imaginativeness can be inspired thanks to pictures and to visual
aids. Moore (1982) assumed: “Visual aids, especially pictures and colorful posters can
add much to the attractiveness and atmosphere of a classroom”. Furthermore, Wright
(1989) states that pictures can motivate students to take part in speaking activities.

2.1.17 Using Pictures As Based Activities Techniques In Speaking Lesson.

Methods to use pictures in speaking lesson

How to use pictures and when to use them depends a lot on the teachers (their ability,
their flexibility and their purposes as well). In this study, there are two main kinds of
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picture practice mentioned such as: Mechanical practice and communicative practice. To
begin with, it is necessary for readers to differentiate these two types of using pictures.
According to Andrew Wright in Picture for Language Learing(1989):

Mechanical practice

In mechanical practice the teacher wants students to concentrate e primarily on imitating
the sound of the language and less concerned with meaning. In other way, with
mechanical practice, the students concentrate chiefly on grammatical or phonological
accuracy. Pictures

can be used to motivate the learner and to remind him or her what to say. In any case, the
teacher usually knows exactly what the student should say.

Repetition

In this activity, the teacher points at the picture and ask students to repeat what they have
said.

For example: Teacher points at a picture of two boys who have been fighting and says:
“They have been fighting". Students repeated in chorus. In this case, students can make
familiar with present perfect continuous tense and the expression of that tense.
Recombination

Recombination includes: question and answer, substitutions and transformations. Pictures
motivate and cue responses non-verbally. The teacher often provides a sentence pattern to
guide the students.

Example 1:

Yesterday they bought a cat hat T.V

The teacher can use a composite picture to ask variety of questions about it, usually
concentrating on a teaching point.

For example: (Teacher wants to teach near future, she points to a girl who is obviously
about to find a handbag in the picture and asks:

“What is the girl going to do”?

Student: The girl is going to find a handbag

Pronunciation

Pictures can be used to illustrate certain sounds. Pictures can be stuck on cards and the
sound can be given under the picture.

2.2 Literature Review

2.2.1 Pamela I. Lavalle conducted a research entitled “The study of the Use of Picture
Descriptions in Enhancing Communication Skills among the 8th-Grade Students—
Learners of English as a Foreign Language” in (2017) in Chile. Teachers of English as a
foreign language (EFL) encourage students to take a more active role in the oral activities
in the classroom through different strategies. This study examines the use of picture
descriptions as a strategy to develop and enhance communication skills among the
eighth-grade students attending a private English school in Chile. To that end, action
research (AR) was attempted with the use of quantitative and qualitative methods to
determine whether the use of picture descriptions can improve the students’ oral skills in
English as a foreign language. The findings of the study suggest that the students’
communication skills increased as result of integrating picture descriptions in classroom
activities, which in turn enhanced the students’ overall participation.
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2.2.2 Serena Triacca, (2017), conducted a research entitled “Teaching and Learning with
Pictures the Use of Photography in Primary Schools”, Catholic University of the Sacred
Heart, Milan, Italy.

The study focused on teaching with pictures. The study investigated the tips may teachers
need to be aware about using photography in their activities. The researcher found some
guiding principles according to the three essential components of the teacher’s activity
(design, communication, evaluation). The teacher should imagine a lesson plan that
provides photographic images as essential materials for achieving the identified goals.
Using pictures enhances the pupil by involving him in the process of meanings co-
building. Manipulating photographs according to various levels of complexity.

2.2.3 Ghazi Khan et at (2015), Impact of Visual Aids in Enhancing the Learning Process
Case Research: District Dera, University Faisalabad

The study investigated the impact of visual aids in enhancing the learning process.

The study concluded that using visuals aids as a teaching method stimulates thinking and
improves learning environment in a classroom, effective use of visual aids substitutes
monotonous learning environments, students develop and increase personal
understanding of the areas of learning when they experience a successful and pleasant
learning in the classroom, students find visual aids sessions useful and relevant when it
has some direct relation to the course content, the present research gave insights on
students’ perception and opinions on the use of visual aids and resources.

2.2.4 Lloyd Ryan (1993), Using Pictures in Teaching Art and Other Stuff,
The problem of the study was represented in that pictures have enormous potential as
teaching tools, they have to be carefully selected and professionally utilized, when used
appropriately children will learn to see and to think. The old saying that a picture is worth
a thousand words may or may not be true. Generally, speaking, pictures, paintings, and
other visuals constitute the most effective, most plentiful, and least expensive teaching
medium. It is also the medium that is least utilized. There are good school-useful
pictures in abundance, almost anywhere you look. Yet, teachers are underutilizing this
eminently useful resource. The impact of pictures can be almost magical, when used
appropriately. When used otherwise, the impact may be devastating. Utilizing pictures
according to the following guidelines will enhance the magic and help prevent negative
effects. The study recommended the following criteria in order using pictures be
appropriate: age of students, geographic locale of usage, past "real” experiences of
students, past vicarious experiences of students.

3. Study Procedures

3.1 Study Method

The study used the analytical descriptive method.

3.2 Study Population

The population of the study were the primary EFL students and the teachers of English
language. The data for the research were collected from the sample who participated in
the questionnaire.

3.3 Sample of the study
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The sample of the study who participated in the questionnaire were (40) EFL teachers
who were selected randomly from the population of the study from Khartoum State
secondary schools.

3.4 Study Tool

A teachers' questionnaire was used to collect data of the study from EFL teachers.

The questionnaire was designed and used as tool to collect data for investigating the
topic. The questionnaire was used to reflect the English language teachers’ points of view
about Using Picture Based Activities On Developing Oral Skills.

3.5 The Validity of the Questionnaire

The questionnaire was designed for EFL students at the University level to elicit
information about their views The Influence Of Picture Based Activities On Enhancing
Oral Communication Skills Among EFL Learners.

3.6 Statistical Reliability and Validity

The reliability is defined as the degree of accuracy of the data that the test measures, the
method for calculating the reliability. In this study the validity calculated by using the
following equation. According to the equation received through computer calculation to
Chi square root

through the (SPSS) program below, it is found that the validity is: 98%

4. Study Results

4.1 Statistical Analysis

Hypotheses one:

The researcher will present the results according to the research hypothesis Picture based
activities have strongly influence on promoting oral communication among Sudanese
basic school pupils, it used commonly in teaching English language, which shown in
these tables:

Visual aids help in making learning meaningful for students.

Table (1)
Freqguency Percentage
Strongly agree 23 57.4
Agree 16 40
Disagree 1 2.5
Total 40 100%

From the table (1) the teachers who are strongly agree are (57.4%), (40%) agree and
(2.5) are disagree. According to the result (97.4%) of the respondent agree with the
statements.

Picture help teachers to achieve the objective of the speaking class

Table (2)

Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 25 62.5
Agree 15 37.5
Disagree 0 0
Total 40 100%
SUST Journal of Educational Sciences vol. 21 No. 1, March (2020)
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Table (2) shows that (62.5%) strongly agree, (37.5%) agree. This explained that most of
respondents agree teaching communication methods might develop Sudanese EFL
learners to practice speaking skills.

Teachers need training on designing Picture.

Table (3)

Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 20 50
Agree 16 40
Disagree 4 10
Total 40 100%

Table (3) shows that, (50 %) of the chosen sample response strongly agree, (40 %) of
them agree, and (10 %) are disagree. According to the result the majorly of the teachers
(90%) agreed with the claim.

Using picture in EFL classroom make the lesson enjoyable and interesting

Table (4)

Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 15 37.5
Agree 22 55
Disagree 3 75
Total 40 100%

Table (4) claims that, (37.5%) of the chosen sample response strongly agree, (55%) of
them agree, and (7.5%) are disagree.

Pictures can be effective in promoting students’ interest and motivation in speaking
activities in English class

Table (5):

Freqguency Percentage
Strongly agree 8 20
Agree 31 775
Disagree 1 2.5
Total 40 100%

The above table and (5) shows that 20%of the respondents strongly agree, 77.5% agree
and 2.5%, most of the respondents agree statement is accepted.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1 Conclusion

The present study tries to shed light on the most effective activity to improve oral
communication which is so called picture based activities, and investigate the influence
of it upon English learners. The study found that pictures can greatly contribute in
enhancing oral communication.

5.2 Findings
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The study concluded the following findings:

1- Picture help students to acquire a positive attitude towards Oral communication and
English language skills.

2- Pictures are considered as flexible and visual instruction technique.

3-Describe pictures and difference picture have strongly influence on promoting oral
communication among EFL students.

4- Picture affects positively in students oral skills as well as attitudes towards the
language

5.3 Recommendations

The study recommended the following:

1- Teachers should use pictures based activities to enhance students oral skills.

2- The pictures should be relevant to the content and objective of the courses.

3- Teachers can adapt some sites and books which provide pictures for them.

4- Teachers should select color pictures from internet in accordance with pupils' needs
and interests.
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ABSTRACT:

The aim of this study is to investigate teacher's perception towards achieving classroom
interaction in the teaching of both language and content and the research sample was
students chosen from International Schools in Khartoum .The study employed the
questionnaire as a mean for data collection. The results show the role of content teacher
methodological approach on enhancing classroom interaction that helps the teaching and
learning process run smoothly and it can increase learners’ communicative ability. It tells
how the students have interaction among them and how the teacher makes interaction
with the whole class. The study also explains that in CLIL , the rise of engagement levels
is due to type of instructional methods used to a maximum degree of engaging. The
study recommended that instructor should engage students in class activities, therefore
higher engagement causes better education of content, language learning, and skills
development.

Key Words: learning outcomes, Nature of Instructions ,interaction
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INTRODUCTION:
Classroom instructions is of paramount nature, and there are countless areas of research
investigation. Teaching is often considered to be a rather traditional and slowly
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changeable profession. However, there are also classes that challenge the view of
teaching, focusing on a particular issue, such as Content and Language Integrated
Learning, or CLIL. CLIL focuses on teaching a subject through a foreign language
(Coyle Hood and Marsh 2010). If one decides to focus on the role of the teacher, one
major part of teaching is the role of feedback.

Recent discussions have maintained that CLIL offers opportunities to

improve the process of language learning and language teaching. “CLIL

theoreticians and teachers claim that the learning environment created by

CLIL increases the learner’s general learning capacities, his/her motivation and interest”
(Wolff 2005: 9). There is much discussion about the global spread of English as a
medium of education. There have been major achievements over in how to teach English
as a second/ foreign language. Some approaches to subject teaching have developed
radically, others less so. This is also the case with how teachers teach. The following
suggestions should be taken into consideration in teaching via CLIL approach:

* As far as the choice of the teaching method is concerned, the CLIL teachers should aim
at a combination of content and language focused instruction, which would enable the
CLIL learners to use language for genuine communication as well as to attain a high level
of content accuracy;

» The CLIL teachers should be careful not to take up most of the available speaking time
with their explanations or instructions so the CLIL learners will have an opportunity to
have more practice in their target language;

* The CLIL teachers should use the mother tongue only when they find it necessary;

* The CLIL teachers should be provided with opportunities to develop their second
language proficiency in all skills as well as to take part in teacher training devoted to
bilingual education;

By using authentic teaching material available around and the material that is connected
to the experiential and background knowledge of the students, an English class room can
be made interactive, interesting, enthusiastic and learner friendly.

Interaction is needed in the classroom activity. It helps the teaching and learning process
run smoothly and it can increase learners’ communicative ability. It tells how the students
have interaction among them and teacher even with the whole class.

Objectives of the paper

The aim of this paper is to present pedagogical considerations that are placed ina CLIL
classroom in secondary education. Also the paper aims not to assess Content and
Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) but to describe it. Also to confirm that the majority
of teaching materials with CLIL methodology is based on annual plans of the contents
taught.

Research Problem

CLIL classrooms are not typical language classrooms due to the fact that language is the
medium through which content is “transported”. Non-linguistic content is used to teach a
language and learners acquire new knowledge but in a foreign language. Naturally, they
must have some basic knowledge of the language they are learning and be capable of
understanding the content. The study tends to examine the CLIL teachers’ awareness of
certain changes which occur in the CLIL classroom, and their understanding of the
process of Content and Language Integrated Learning.

Research question

SUST Journal of Educational Sciences vol. 21 No. 1, March (2020)

19 ] 1SSN (text): 1858-7224



Vol. 21 (1) 2020 Hgusll pglall dlns

This research seeks to address the following question:

Does the implementation of CLIL improve engagement in learning the content and
language knowledge?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Most of the work on the subject agree in stating that the term CLIL (Content and
Language Integrated Learning) was created in the early 90s by David Marsh and Anne
Maljers, a group of experts in the European context, with the intention of creating a
neutral and accessible term in order to facilitate communication between international
professionals in the field (Mehisto, Marsh and Frigols, 2008). Among the different
definitions of CLIL, we find the one provided by Marsh (2002), which is regarded as the
most complete since it highlights the purpose of this methodology: "CLIL refers to
situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language
with a dual-focused aim, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning
of a foreign language™ (Ibid, 2002, p.p. 15). This definition is more complete because it
highlights the true purpose of the inherent educational paradigm in the CLIL
methodology. Through CLIL practice, students learn curriculum content while at the
same time, they learn and develop the foreign language. This dual purpose is what makes
this new approach the best option in the teaching and learning of a foreign language in a
school context. It is of interest to include a different observation about the CLIL
methodology posed by Graddol (2006, p.p. 88) who says that CLIL is "an approach in
bilingual education where both curricular content (like Science or Geography) and
English are taught and learnt together. The student does not have to have a high level of
competence before starting to learn with this new methodology." The following definition
extends the CLIL potential even further "The CLIL methodology is the use of language
to learn. It offers the opportunity for a level special purpose communication not only in
language but also in the first language. “Marsh, Marsland and Stenberg, 2001, p.p. 109).
According to the authors cited above, the language in CLIL is considered as a "vehicle",
not only as an entity in itself. This is a crucial observation that is part of the great social
and educational change that took place since the beginning of the development of the
internet and globalization phenomenon where the English language becomes an added
value within all curricula worldwide that focuses not only on the form of the language in
itself but as a tool for learning more.

LEARNING OUTCOMES IN CLIL

Considering that CLIL has even been cast in the role of “a catalyst for change in language
education” (Marsh & Frigols, 2007, p. 33), it is not surprising that most of the research on
outcomes is in the area of attainment in the CLIL language. In this regard it is important
to note that the standard of comparison in such studies are not native speakers of the
medium of instruction, but learners studying the target language in traditional foreign
language classes, often attending the same school as the CLIL students and usually
referred to as mainstream or non-CLIL students.

Given the fact that CLIL students nearly always continue with their regular foreign
language program alongside their CLIL content lessons and thus have a time advantage
over their peers, it is to be expected that their foreign language test scores surpass those
of the mainstream learners.These authors also argued that the specific advantage of CLIL
learners seemed to lie in academic vocabulary and words from the 5,000+ frequency
range, attributing this to the special learning conditions of subject and content integration.
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Finally, the area where a difference between CLIL students and mainstream learners is
most noticeable is their spontaneous oral production.

Practical Considerations For Typical CLIL programs in EFL classroom
(Lasagabaster & Sierra, 2009) stated that: CLIL is about using a foreign language or a
lingua franca, not a second language (L2). That is, the language of instruction is one that
students will mainly encounter in the classroom, given that it is not regularly used in the
wider society they live in. The dominant CLIL language is English, reflecting the fact
that a command of English as an additional language is increasingly regarded as a key
literacy feature worldwide. CLIL also implies that teachers will normally be nonnative
speakers of the target language. They are not, in most cases, foreign language experts, but
instead content experts, because “classroom content is not so much taken from everyday
life or the general content of the target language culture but rather from content subjects,
from academic/ scientific disciplines or from the professions” Wolff, (2007, pp. 15-16).
This means that CLIL lessons are usually timetabled as content lessons (e.g., biology,
music, geography, mathematics, physics), while the target language normally continues
as a subject in its own right in the shape of foreign language lessons taught by language
specialists. In CLIL programs typically less than 50% of the curriculum is taught in the
target language. Furthermore, CLIL is usually implemented once learners have already
acquired literacy skills in their first language (L1), which is more often at the secondary
than the primary level.

In short, CLIL could be interpreted as a foreign language enrichment measure packaged
into content teaching.

Nature of Instructions

Forms of instruction that combine content teaching and language teaching are not a new
topic in the Annual Review of Applied Linguistics (see Crandall, 1992; Snow, 1998;
Spanos, 1989; Stoller, 2004). Viewing these reports as a series, one When languages and
content are integrated, however, different approaches can be observed (Brinton, Snow
and Wesche, 1989). Grin (2005 in Coyle, 2007) mentions that more than 216 CLIL
experiences could be described depending on the aspect underlined. Coyle (2008)
however recommends finding the balance between both ends if real integration wants to
be achieved Mortimer and Scott (2003) assert that even if content will define learning
outcomes and tasks, language will create chances to understand content. These linguistic
objectives will guarantee that students will be able to use the language without mastering
the language. Furthermore, CLIL could help students with different levels, interests and
skills developing language competence (Dalton-Puffer, 2007). Therefore CLIL has
gained importance due to its characteristics, of which the following can be highlighted:
Student-centred learning.

Different learning styles are taken into consideration.

Process and task-centred learning.

Encourages autonomous and interactive learning.

Peer and group dynamics are used.

Tasks requiring meaning negotiation are used.

Inquiry oriented learning.

Use of comprehension strategies.

Peer tutoring.

The use of different materials and resources are fostered.
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Practice and reality.

Classroom Interaction

Interaction is needed in the classroom activity. It helps the teaching and learning process
run smoothly and it can increase learners’ communicative. It tells how the students have
interaction among them and teacher even with the whole class. The aim of this study is
giving the teacher some suggestions to achieve classroom interaction in the teaching
through CLIL. It offers some strategies to improve the interaction in the classroom.
Several previous studies about classroom interaction which show the different outcome
happen. Several studies show that classroom interaction is important in the teaching
learning process. Some studies show that the students’ interaction happens in the
classroom. By using classroom interaction, the students are more active in the learning
process. The result of the study concludes that classroom interaction has important role in
the teaching and learning process. interaction between teacher and students and students
and students are needed in the classroom activities taking communicative approach. It
will maintain communication to happen in the classroom. It will help the teaching and
learning process run smoothly. When the teacher and students, and students and students’
interactions happen, the instruction will reach the target. The gap between teacher and
students in the classroom will disappear. So, the teaching and learning process will be
balanced between the teacher and the students. Not only the teacher who will be active in
communication but the students will also participate in the teaching and learning process.
Ellis (1990) stated that interaction is meaning-focused and carried out to facilitate the
exchange of information and prevent communication breakdowns. Moreover, Brown
(2015) stated that interaction is the basis of L2 learning, through which learners are
engaged both in enhancing their own communicative abilities and in socially,
constructing their identities through collaboration and negotiation.

Standard of assessment reveals that, learning is the process of interaction among learners,
between learners and teachers and learning source in the learning environment. So
because of it the classroom interaction is needed. By interacting other learners and the
teacher, learners will increase their language skill and social skill. It is important role of
the teacher to make the teaching and learning process by designing the plan well.
Scaffolding in CLIL Classrooms

Within CLIL settings, scaffolding of learners is crucial, as they must develop the ability
to articulate complex ideas in a language other than their native tongue, thereby requiring
a repertoire of academic skills. Thus scaffolding can serve as an important strategy to
realise effective teaching in CLIL. One feature of CLIL that is associated to the way that
language learner is challenged in the classroom is its social nature. The learner’s
“socialization is expressed through the practice of interaction between teacher and
students” Gerakopoulou ( 2011, p.2). Carefully planned lessons, teaching and class
activities as well as the assistance

provided by teachers are considered necessary to accomplish interaction during the
lesson. The methods and language approaches that the teachers implement to help their
learners in order to enhance their cognitive and language aptitudes, expand their
comprehension and become proficient and autonomous second language learners are all
included in the concept of scaffolding. According to Gerakopoulou (2011) “learning that
is retrieved through scaffolding and interaction and the role of the ‘reflective practitioner’
are considered basic concepts in CLIL education”. Therefore, it is imperative that CLIL
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teachers should understand scaffolding as they must enact dual classroom roles, namely
to assist learners in comprehending content and to acquire language simultaneously.
METHODOLOGY

The descriptive and analytical method were adopted for the recent study. For collecting
data, a questionnaire was designed and validated by a panel of experts. The questionnaire
designed by the researcher himself, was based on these points scale (yes- No To some
extent), and was administrated to 50 CLIL teachers from four schools where CLIL
approach is implemented. 50 copies were returned from.

The questionnaire was basically administrated to CLIL teachers to obtain their responses
regarding the attitudes towards pedagogical practice in CLIL classroom .
PARTICIPANTS

The population of this study is the Sudanese CLIL secondary schools teachers (Algabas
International School Comboni Higher Secondary School & Kibeida International
School). The sample of teachers chosen to conduct this study was selected from these
schools ,they are representing teachers who teach another subject through English .Fifty
copies of the questionnaire were distributed to those teachers and the researcher received
all copies of the questionnaire.

RESULT AND DISCUSION

The purpose of analyzing data is to obtain useable and useful information. The analysis
may describe and summarize the data, identify relationships between variables, compare
variables, identify the difference between variables, and forecast outcomes. As previously
stated, the data was obtained through the first and second phases of the study. The
collected data and information were analyzed in relation to the overarching research
question posed in this research. This analysis could ensure validity and reliability of the
gathered data.

1- The students know the basic vocabulary?

Variables Frequency Percent
Valid Yes 30 60.0
No 10 20.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

With regard to the basic vocabulary, the majority of respondents known the basic
vocabulary for learning new content. Thus, is an indicator that CLIL students develop
linguistic competence because of the diversity of academic vocabulary they deal with
across school curricular.

2- Do students know how to explain new content in English?

Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 35 70.0
No 5 10.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

It should be noted that this assumption explains that CLIL in classroom broadly consists
of introducing aspects related to communicative competence and curricular materials
offer the students a natural situation for language development. As a result when they
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produce output they do it simultaneously on the base of a solid learning ground driven

from both language and content.
3- Do you ask open questions?

Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 40 80.0
No 5 10.0
To some extent 5 10.0
Total 50 100.0

Based on the results displayed in the table, it can be claimed that; The CLIL teacher vary his questions
according to the form of task based in the classroom to construct different types of classroom interaction
through pacing his lesson. This strategy serves different purposes such as: rising student's awareness in
term of forming contexts and develop both cognition and critical thinking as factors being maintained in
CLIL approach,

4- | have activities to enhance classroom communication.

Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 35 70.0
No 10 20.0
To some extent 5 10.0
Total 50 100.0

When students are engaged in a learning activity they are actively working, and both the
content and the new language they are studying are in their short-term memory. This is
similar to a phrase on a blackboard: if it is not permanently placed in their long-term
memory, it can easily be erased or forgotten. Consequently, different types of classroom
interaction is due certain classroom pedagogical features that CLIL learners and teachers
practice to check understanding content matters.

5- Scaffolding helps to tackle communication

Frequency Percent
Valid Yes 30 60.0
No 10 20.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

The scores shows that scaffolding facilitates learners’ understanding of language or
content, as well as the production of both. This can be done in many ways, including
through the other CLIL elements. Essentially, it displays the teacher’s awareness of the
difficulties of providing content in a foreign language, which he or she then counters by
providing the pupils with the tools and help to work with the materials.

6- Do you use pair work?

Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 25 50.0
No 15 30.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

The data in the table showed that engaging in communicative language tasks through
pair work helps a leaner develop in an L2 in several ways. Tasks provide an opportunity
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not only to produce the target language, but also, through conversational adjustments, to
manipulate and modify it Checking and clarifying problem utterances (‘negotiating for
meaning’) ensures that task participants receive comprehensible input and generate
comprehensible output, both of which have been claimed as crucial to second language
acquisition (SLA) so task type is considered significant, with those tasks requiring an
exchange of information most likely to prompt negotiations for meaning

7- Can students answer open question?

Variables Frequency Percent
Valid Yes 27 54.0
No 13 26.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

The influence of the teacher’s use of questions is vital in creating what interactive
learning environment where students can get involved in discussion and knowledge
sharing. Thus, not only focus on the traditional distinction between open and closed
question but on the contrary, it what makes a question open or closed is the teacher’s
feedback or response to the students’ answers to that question. The kinds of teachers’
feedback moves that successfully create an interactive learning environment. For
instance, when the teacher distances her/his feedback from being an evaluation of the
student’s answer as wrong or right, more communication takes place.
8- Do students speak English with peers while doing pair working?

Variables Frequency Percent

Valid Yes 28 56.0
No 10 20.0
To some extent 12 24.0
Total 50 100.0

The respondents explained a dilemma of the fact that they attempting to create a situation
where students can solve problems through the use of appropriate academic L2,
according to the goals of a CLIL classroom, and this particular practice does not
necessarily provide that opportunity for the students when they work independently.
Therefore, students should do pair work in situation which help them to rise negotiation
during doing the task.

9- 1 always speak in English inside the class

Variables Frequency Percent

Yes 40 80.0
No 5 10.0
In some extent 5 10.0
Total 50 100.0

The frequencies shows that making English as a medium of instructions in CLIL
classrooms requires a teacher a teacher who can demonstrate content knowledge , feel
confident about his English skills, to be able to talk about all of these things, because
new content is in many ways a new vocabulary, right? The vocabulary to a large extent
carries the content and make interaction between the teacher and the learners.

10- Do you feel comfortable with CLIL lesson?
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Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 30 60.0
No 12 24.0
To some extent 8 16.0
Total 50 100.0

The data shows that teacher's exists when the teacher asks the class for agreement or
disagreement; she/he invites more peer response to the student’s answer. This encourages
more involvement and participation. When the teacher gives up control over the lesson
content and follows the students’ ideas as a main drive for furthering the discussion,
she/he could create a more interactive learning environment and consequently teachers
develop a good perception about CLIL learning.

11- I value the students Improvement of communication

Variables Frequency Percent
Yes 27 54.0
No 13 26.0
In some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

By using authentic teaching material available around and the material that is connected
to the experiential and background knowledge of the students, an English class room can
be made interactive, interesting, enthusiastic and learner friendly, this emphasizes that in
the discourse of a classroom, most of the learning takes place and most of the instruction
gets accomplished. Schwandt (1994:118) notes that through watching, listening, asking,
recording, and examining, learners fashion “meaning out of events and phenomena
through prolonged, complex processes of social interaction.
12- In CLIL lesson the teacher focus on both language and content.

Variables Frequency Percent

Valid Yes 30 60.0
No 10 20.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Total 50 100.0

It is clear that teachers’ most important classroom work happens, “where they provide a
social interaction within the community of learners such that the learners may move
from what they know to what they don’t yet know, from their own experiences to a new
understanding of the disciplines represented by the content they are studying. CLIL
teachers must be aware about delivering language through teaching content.
CONCLUSION

The present study was set out to examine the effects of CLIL teachers methodological
approach on students’ L1 development, their L2 learning and their content learning in the
EFL classes and to investigate the perspectives of secondary school teachers towards the
CLIL approach.

The results of this study revealed important information about the effect of
teacher's methodological approach and students engagement during teaching in class
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activity. It showed that the real purposes in the content, interaction and
communication, creativity, immediate use of language, participating in group activity
in CLIL class enhance students™ attention which leads them to better learning and
understanding of the content matter and English language at the same time.

In CLIL class the students should have these authenticity of the setting and
performance so the rise of engagement levels in this class, perhaps due to type of
instructional methods used to a maximum degree of engaging. It was also found that
the level of engagement depends on the way of teaching. This study demonstrated the
pattern of higher engagement occurring in CLIL classes and stated that instructor should
engage students in the class activities, therefore higher engagement causes better
education, language learning, and skills development.
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